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The Crosslands Pool and the  
History of Water Volleyball at KCC

As no funds were available when Crosslands 
was built, the residents banded together to 
provide the funding to build an indoor pool 
in 1978, a modest structure compared to 
today’s facility. The original concrete pool was 

surrounded on three sides with plexiglass walls, 
and covered by a fiberglass roof that sagged and 
leaked whenever there was a storm. Melanie 

Williams, the Aquatic Instructor, had an office in 
a closet.  The pool and small changing rooms 
were heated. During the winter months, all kinds 
of tropical plants, even a banana tree, enjoyed 
the tropical atmosphere of the pool. 

The men’s changing room included one 
shower and two small changing rooms while the 
women’s changing rooms included two shower 
stalls and six changing stalls. Frequently, more 
men than women played volleyball, so if men 
were first to the pool, they were allowed to use 
the women’s changing room. Occasionally, the 
women were first, and the men had to use their 
own room. At this time, Kendal had only an 
outdoor pool, so all volleyball practices were held 
in the Crosslands indoor pool.

The first KCC volleyball team challenge 
was stimulated by an inquiry from Foulkeways 
who invited the KCC volleyball team to play an 

The Old Pool (1978)

Continued next page...
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2023 Water Volleyball Lunch. Front Row: Jeannie Hendrix, Sue Swasey, Bob Warner, David Camp, 
Carol Ann Baker, Sherrill Primo, Jeana Levinthal. Back Row: Ian Whitlock, Chuck Gosselink, Joe 
Savery, Jim Sharp, Tom Kaesemeyer, John Nolan (partial), Jenn Keil (referee), Larry Beck, David 

Peaceful, Julie Knobil, Casey Shedenhelm (referee), Kay Phillips, Judith Greene, Anne Batley, Bob 
Whitlock, Suzanne VanVechten. Approximately eight players are missing from this photo. 
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extramural game there in 1994. Melanie Williams 
quickly organized a KCC volleyball team. 
Subsequently a Medford Leas team was keen 
to maintain the extramural competition, so they 
developed an “Annual Trophy” that was kept for 
a year by the winning team.  

Over the years the KCC water volleyball 
teams have played extramural games with 
teams at Tel Hai Village in Honeybrook, The 
Brethren team in Lititz (2002), Medford Leas, in 
New Jersey (2002), and 
Foulkeways. After sever-
al years, the trophy was 
retired at Foulkeways. 
After a long dry spell (re-
member Covid?) without 
extramural competition, 
Crosslands and Foulkeways competed again in 
the fall of 2023 in their pool. The results? A draw, 
where each team won two games.

The initial KCC volleyball teams had their own 
Volleyball tee shirts. Water volleyball became so 
popular with residents that they adopted the mot-
to: “We don’t stop playing because we grow old, 
we grow old because we stop playing” (George 
Bernard Shaw). The same group of fanatical 
WVB enthusiasts wrote their own team song — 
see one of eight verses above.

The team had cheerleaders to encourage the 
team during their volleyball matches with other 
CCRCs. A water volleyball team “medallion” was 
adopted and a photograph of that medallion with 
a group of water volleyball players hangs in the 
Kendal aquatics center. 

Later, Crosslands resident Jeana Levinthal 
(a star volleyball player herself) handcrafted a 
plaque in the Crosslands wood shop that listed 
the Annual Tournaments with Medford Leas. The 
plaque is located in the Kendal aquatics center.

Currently, the water volleyball group plays 
at Crosslands two days per week 
(Wednesday and Friday at 2:15 pm) 
and at Kendal Monday and Thursday 
at 2:00 pm.  There are more than 
26 active players from all four KCC 
communities. During the past two 
years, the players and referees have 
gotten together for a quarterly luncheon 
in the Crosslands Café to get to know 
each other off the volleyball court. 

Who can play? Everyone! Each 
game provides much laughter, cama-
raderie, and good exercise.

Bob Whitlock
NOTE: This history was largely provided by 

Melanie Williams. Much of this has been pub-
lished in Bob Whitlock’s book given to Jeana 

Levinthal in honor of 
her 100th birthday. In-
formation about the first 
indoor pool was derived 
from Lyndon S. Back’s 
booklet, If You Build It, 
They Will Come, the Or-

igin Story of Crosslands, published in 2022 for 
Crosslands’ 45th anniversary.

Water Volleyball in the Pool in 2023

Kendal-Crosslands is our name. 
We’re the team that brings on the fame. 
We’re the ones that are hard to beat. 
That’s because we’re fast on our feet. Yea!  Yea!

Did You Get Your  
Digital Edition of  

Who’s Here at Crosslands?
In January, a new edition of Who’s Here 

at Crosslands was sent to all residents with 
email addresses. If you can’t find yours in 
your inbox (or in your bulk, junk, or spam 
folder), please ask for it to be sent again.

Hollis Scarborough 
Biographies Committee Chair
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From the CRA President
February: the cold month during which we 

celebrate a groundhog, a mythical saint, and U.S. 
presidents’ birthdays, while trying 
to keep warm. We all know that 
if Punxsutawney Phil is scared 
back into his burrow by the sight 
of his shadow on February 2, 
there will be six more weeks of 
winter, irrefutably. 

Lesser known is the fact that 
there was no one St. Valentine 

but rather several with that name, and that none 
of them were romantic lovers. (However, Hallmark 
and Hershey depend on the myth and promote it.) 
As for Presidents’ Day, it’s valued by everyone; 
it’s an excuse to take a long weekend. Bundle up, 
everyone!

David Camp

Dog Laws in 
Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania’s dog laws now  
require owners to purchase  

up-to-date licenses.
The Pennsylvania Department of Agricul-

ture has announced that all dogs three months 
and older must be licensed by January 1 of 
each year. The goal of the law is to help lost 
dogs find their way home. Violators of the new 
laws are subject to fines of up to $300 (plus 
court costs).

The law makes several changes, 
including requiring dogs to be 
licensed at the time they are 
bought or adopted, which 
is legal at eight weeks, or 
by the time they are three 
months old, whichever 
comes first. 

People selling or offering 
dogs for adoption also have to 
provide a copy of the dog license application. 
“Pennsylvanians have made it clear they ex-
pect kennels, breeders, and shelters to be 
held to high standards,” Agriculture Secretary 
Russell Redding said. “They want their com-
munities to be safe from stray and dangerous 
dogs.” 

An annual license costs $8.50, and a life-
time license is $51.50. If the animal is spayed 
or neutered, the annual fee is $6.50 and life-
time is $31.50. Discounts are available to old-
er adults and people with disabilities. 

Lifetime dog licenses mean that a dog 
must be microchipped or tattooed. The 
lifetime license application must be sent in 
with a completed Permanent Identification 
Verification Form and is only available through 
the County Treasurer. Patricia Maisano is 
Chester County’s treasurer. Her phone number 
is 610-344-6370, and one can access Patricia 
Maisano’s website here which has directions 
for applying for a dog license online.

Diana Stevens

In Memoriam
Carole A. Steller  January 15, 2024
Gertrude “Trudy”  Reed      January 17, 2024
Robert Hochhauser January 21, 2024

Transitions
Richard F.  Bucher Firbank 600
Marie (Denny) Schreyer Audland 504

Crosslands Pet Policy
Crosslands pet owners must register their 

cats and dogs and follow the KCC Pet Policy. 
The Pet Policy and registration form are located 
on the Crosslands Website under Contacts and 
Forms/ Administrative Forms, or click here. 
Residents without access to the website may 
get the form and policy from the Front Desk 
Ambassador.

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Animals/DogLaw/pa-dog-laws/Pages/County-Treasurers.aspx
https://www.kalresweb.org/home-page/contact/pet-registration-form/


February 2024 4 Crosslands Chronicle

Grocery Delivery Adventures & Perils
“Eek, I Ordered Toilet Paper, not Ginger Ale”

Because I no longer have a car, I have become 
largely dependent on Walmart grocery delivery.  It 
has been a stormy relationship, but probably the 
best choice for me.

I joined Walmart+ for about $100 per year.  
Membership entitles me to free delivery of almost 
anything from the local store if the order totals 
at least $35. It is easy to run up that kind of tab 
considering the array of merchandise available. 
For members ordering less than 
$35, there is a $6.99 delivery fee.  
Nonmembers pay a $9.99 delivery 
fee for each order.

The system is fairly user friendly. 
Orders can be placed up to two 
hours before expected delivery.  A 
text or e-mail comes when the driver 
is about eight minutes from arrival, 
and again about three minutes from 
arrival. Unfortunately, many Walmart drivers get 
lost once they enter our campus because GPS is 
almost useless here. When that occurs, the driver 
and I try to communicate by phone. That can be 
challenging due to a frequent language barrier, 
so the 3-minute arrival time may be considerably 
longer.  

One Walmart driver stands out as an absolute 
hero.  One morning, when the escaped murderer 
was at large in our area, I placed an order.  Later 
that morning he was spotted on our campus, and 
we got an urgent emergency directive to shelter 
in place. I assumed my groceries would not be 
delivered that day. I was amazed when late in the 
afternoon a text came from Walmart that my order 
was on the way. 

About half an hour later a petite woman arrived 
at my door, shaking and terrified but holding my 
groceries. On her way here, her car was searched 
at three checkpoints and each time, the police 
warned her not to stop on the road for any reason.  
She forged on to Crosslands, encountering two 
troopers and several maintenance staff guarding 
the entrance. Happily, one of the employees 
guided her to my apartment, so she didn’t have 
to deal with finding it. Her delivery was bravery 

beyond the call of duty.
After this remarkable episode, things went 

downhill.  During the holiday season the Walmart 
delivery system seemed to implode.  Starting 
at Thanksgiving, each time I placed an order, I 
received all kinds of strange merchandise while 
failing to get what I asked for, some of it urgently 
needed. Luckily it is easy to get credit for missing 
items. Walmart does not want misdelivered 

merchandise returned, so I amassed 
many things I did not need. 

There was a silver lining. A 
neighbor happily relieved me of 
a case of ginger ale. My Kendal 
Homecare driver took two cartons 
of orange cream soda water which 
she loves. My interest was stirred 
by a package of a dozen giant 
cheese bagels that arrived one day, 

so I opened it for a taste test. I ended up eating 
them all.  One of my neighbors took the rest of 
the unwanted items, including a dozen bars of 
Dial soap, six bottles of Suave shampoo, a dozen 
chocolate snack puddings, and much more, to the 
Kennett Food Cupboard. 

I am happy to report that with the holidays 
over, Walmart’s delivery service seems to be 
again running smoothly. No surprises came with 
my January deliveries and the driver bringing 
my most recent order arrived at my door without 
getting lost. This very efficient lady was named 
Milagro, or “miracle.” She was from Venezuela, 
did not speak English, but the language barrier did 
not matter at all.

There are two other grocery delivery options 
in our area.  Whole Foods charges $10 per 
delivery regardless of the size of the order and 
their products are excellent. One of my neighbors 
uses Whole Foods delivery regularly and is very 
satisfied.  Giant also delivers here, but I have 
ruled it out for myself because the minimum order 
is $60.  To the best of my knowledge, orders from 
all of three stores can only be placed digitally.  
Bon Appetit!

Hedy Knoth
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Art Committee Land Exhibit Open Call
An Open Call to Submit Your Art for a 

Community Art Exhibit with  
Land as a Theme

Get your art ready for our Spring Art Show! 
We’re inviting all residents and staff to bring in 
one to three art pieces whose theme is Land. In-
person drop off of your work occurs Thursday, 
February 15, 9-10 am at the Gallery Wall in our 
main building. The Exhibit runs February 15 
through April 24.

Details
Submissions may be in any two-dimensional 

or wall-hangable medium. Drawings, paintings, 
etchings, photographs, collages, as well as fiber, 
wood and paper are welcome. Art works may 
be realistic, abstract, fantasy, or a combination. 
There are two caveats:
• Submissions must be about land, and 

“about land” is a wide-open definition. 
Mountain scenes? Country lanes? Cracked 
earth? Night scenes? Farmland? Ecological 
statements? Yes to all.

• The work must be hangable on the art wall 
via our museum-style hardware.

To enter one to three pieces in the show, 
print and complete the Crosslands Art Exhibit 
Entry Form, found on the left-hand side of 
the Art Committee page of the Crosslands 
resident website. Be sure to carefully follow the 
instructions on that form and on Information for 
Submitting Art to a Group Exhibit, which is 
directly below the entry form. 

Drop off your artwork and completed entry 
forms between 9:00 and 10:00 am on February 15 
in the gallery area of the main building. You need 
to sign in with an Art Committee representative 
before leaving your artwork.

Submission Requirements
• We have a limited area for display, and while 

it is our policy to hang at least one themed 
piece by each artist, we may not be able to 
hang your second or third piece.

• Your art work’s hanging method must meet 
the needs of our museum-style hanging 
system; be sure to read the Submitting Art 
document.
Questions? Contact Diane Hulse, Exhibit 

Coordinator
Atala Toy

Untitled Drawing  
Acrylic on Paper by Diane Hulse CRA Board 

Nominations
If you have already submitted candidates 

for the CRA Board, thank you. If not, there’s 
still time. Use the form online, or use the one 
that appeared in your mailbox recently and 
put it in box #145. The deadline is Monday, 
February 12.

Before listing, please ask your candidates 
if they would consider helping out. If you 
are asked, please agree. Serving on the 
CRA Board is an opportunity to influence 
community events and get to know more 
people better.

Jane Roberts

https://www.crosslandsres.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Crosslands-Art-Exhibit-Entry-Form-rev.pdf
https://www.crosslandsres.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Crosslands-Art-Exhibit-Entry-Form-rev.pdf
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/art-committee/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/art-committee/art-committee-submitting-art-to-a-group-exhibit/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/art-committee/art-committee-submitting-art-to-a-group-exhibit/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/art-committee/art-committee-submitting-art-to-a-group-exhibit/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/art-committee/art-committee-submitting-art-to-a-group-exhibit/
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So You Think You Know 
Crosslands

Can you locate this month’s teaser?  
Put your guess in the Chronicle’s open box 
or email it to chronicle@crosslandsres.org.

PHOTO BY  MARY BARLOW

LAST MONTH’S WINNER: Brigitte 
Alexander. “Reginald” is a “Green 
Man” — a style of image that dates from 
Medieval Times. Of course, his name isn’t 
really “Reginald,” but his real name is 
unpronounceable by human beings. He 
uses Reginald for convenience sake. And 
please do not call him “Reggie”!! He hangs 
outside cottage 141.

Randy Lyons

The Art of Papermaking
Five centuries ago, paper was an expensive 

luxury item. Today paper is a ubiquitous material, 
readily available and easily disposed of. Paper is 
also the substrate that carries some of our greatest 
works of art, and can be a beautiful medium on 
its own. Asian cultures have long considered 
papermaking to be a serious art form. Examples of 
paper made from Kozo and Gampi fibers are  now 
on display in the Center’s showcase, including art 
created by Roger Parish using this medium. The 
display highlights the beauty and versatility of 
handmade paper.   

Kozo and Gampi papers come from the pulp 
of two Asian shrubs. The pulp is not commercially 
available, but strips of the bark are. First, the 
strips are cooked in soda ash to break down the 
non-fiber components. The bark fibers are then 
cleaned, chopped, and beaten into a pulp. This is 
the traditional Japanese method. Using screens, 
the pulp is lifted out of the liquid, and the pulp fibers 
coagulate, resulting in sheets of paper. The natural 
color is tan, but the paper can be bleached white, or 
dyed to suit the artist’s creative vision. 

Most of the art in the showcase is made using 
another process, known as pulp painting. This 
involves using batches of variously colored wet 
paper pulp to create images, removing the water, 
and pressing the image dry. Except for the dying of 
fibers, no actual “painting” in the traditional sense 
is involved. Papermaking, like pottery, can be 
immensely satisfying because it is so tactile. “You 
have to do it all with your fingers.” 

Lyn Back/ChatGPT

Paper Art by Roger Parish in the Showcase
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PHOTO BY RANDY LYONS
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Concerts

Events

MARINESCU.COM INTERNATIONALMUSICIANSACADEMY.COM

Ovidiu Marinescu, Cello and  
Carl Cranmer, Piano

Tue, Feb 27     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

These two performers carry decades of 
performance credits in this country and Europe 
as well as many recordings and competition wins. 
They have been here before, so we know that 
Ovidiu and Carl will give us a dazzling concert.

We are also hoping that next fall Carl will play 
the inaugural concert for our stage Steinway 
which is to be rebuilt this summer. (Did you 
know that that is happening this summer? We’re 
excited!)

Anne Gross

Jasper String Quartet
Tue, Feb 13     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

We consider the Jasper Quartet to be a 
special treat for Crosslands each year. Founded 
18 years ago, this young chamber group is 
considered one of the leading string quartets 
on the American stage. We first heard them in 
a Philadelphia Chamber Music Festival concert, 
and we stretch our budget to bring them here. 
Don’t miss this one.

Anne Gross

Forum
Art and Literature of the  

Harlem Renaissance
Presenter: Michael Williamson

Wed, Feb 7    7:30 pm     WPR / TV13 
NOTE: Date Is a Wednesday

The Harlem Renaissance was the develop-
ment of the Harlem neighborhood in New York 
City as a Black cultural m ecca in the early 20th 
Century. From 1910 through the 1920s, African 
American populations migrated in large numbers 
from the South to the North with prominent fig-
ures like W.E.B. DuBois leading what became 
known as the Great Migration. 

Williamson will examine the roots of  the 
social and artistic explosion that resulted. The 

Harlem Renaissance gave 
these African American art-
ists, writers, and musicians 
pride in their work and con-
trol over how the Black ex-
perience was represented 
in American Culture. 

A member of the Barnes 
Foundation faculty, Michael 

Williamson graduated from Yale University 
and the Milton Avery Graduate School of Bard 
College. He taught art history and studio art for 
nearly 30 years at Germantown Friends School 
in Philadelphia. Williamson has an active art 
practice and has shown his paintings locally.

Laura Jackson
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Events
Light & Lively
Victorian Valentine  

Magic-Lantern Show
Sat, Feb 10     7:30 pm     WPR

Travel back in time with the boisterous fun 
of America’s only Victorian magic-lantern show, 
presented by Crosslands resident Terry Borton 
and singer Charlotte Paulsen. It’s an authentic 
1890s visual extravaganza projected on a full-
sized screen — the kind of show that led to 
the movies. See Valentine stories, animated 
comedy, and songs, all dramatized on screen by 
a live showman and singer/pianist. The audience 
participates in the fun, creating sound effects, 
and joining in chants and sing-alongs. 

For over 25 years, The American Magic-
Lantern Theater has given more than 1,000 
shows, delighting audiences from Lincoln Center 
to Singapore. “What a hoot!” says NEED. “You’ll 
be enthralled!” says The Family Adventure Guide 
to Connecticut. But National Public Radio says it 
best: “It’s an incredible experience…Don’t  miss 
them. They’re a living national treasure!”  

Terry Borton

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging

Individualism, Community, and the 
Declaration of Independence

Presenter: Deb Ciamacca
Fri, Feb 2     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13   

America will 
celebrate its 250th 
Birthday in two 
years. It is an ap-
propriate time to 
take stock in the 
country by look-
ing at the found-
ing values of the 
Declaration and 
the clash between 
individualism and 
community which 
have led to tribal-

ism and an explosion of polarization. Where is 
the country headed, and how can we reknit the 
civic space we so desperately seek?

Deb is the coordinator for the Together 
Endowment and is a US@250 fellow for the New 
America Foundation. They are producing a film 
for the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence which will allow people to reflect 
on the document’s meaning and the country’s 
future as we approach this anniversary. 

The story of America is the collective story 
of our people, whether White, Black, young, old, 
veteran, Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, Christian, 
or Jewish. We each have a story to tell about 
ourselves and this country. 

For this film, they wish to interview some 
Chester County residents who have a story to 
tell.  If you think you might be interested, Deb will 
have more information to share. We would love 
to have some of our diverse staff participate as 
well, so please share this with them. 

Judy Heald

NEWAMERICA.ORG
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Events
Spiritual Life Committee

Beyond My Canvas
Presenter: Diane Hulse

Wed, Feb 28     3:30 pm     WPR / TV13
Diane Hulse is an 

abstract, mixed me-
dia artist who explores 
inner and outer land-
scapes, painting from 
memories and through 
emotions. Her work in-
cludes painting, draw-
ing, and objects in 
which she  juxtapos-
es precious and hum-
ble materials as she 
delves into the nature 
of duality. 

Diane’s career has 
been richly varied, 
achieving success in 
the fields of leader-
ship, education, exec-

utive coaching, and artistic exploration. We are delight-
ed to have her speak on “Beyond My Canvas” — the 
interplay between personal growth and artistic expres-
sion that is available to all of us. It promises to be an 
engaging and insightful presentation.

Atala Toy

Camera Club
The Annual Scavenger Hunt    

Fri, Feb 16     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13     
The Crosslands Camera Club invites 

you to the 2023 Scavenger Hunt program. 
This year’s categories are:

Black & White Points
Window Triangle(s)
Bridge Tree(s)
Shoes Anything Goes

This program always shows off the 
amazing creativity and wit of the club 
members, and it promises to be a lot of 
fun again this year.

Jan Broude

PHOTO BY LOWELL MCMULLIN

Untitled Drawing  
Acrylic on Paper by  

Diane Hulse

Great Decisions
Climate, Technology, and Competition

Presenter: Dick Haden
Mon, Feb 26     9:30 am-10:30 am     Zoom

Will the United States and China, with oth-
er powerful countries following suit, approach 
current and future climate initiatives with an in-
creased commitment to trade protectionism and 
nationalism, by various measures including trade 

restrictions? Or could a growing spirit of inter-
national accord develop to confront the “com-
mon enemy” of climate change? Join us for this 
thoughtful presentation.

Steve Sander

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87541685343?pwd=Ty9OKzlCTW15QjZyWGNldTN4R1lXQT09
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Movies
Events

Trouble Along the Way (1953)
Sat, Feb 3     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

Just in time for the Super Bowl, this broad 
satire, masquerading as a Grade B romantic 
comedy, takes a hard look at the college football 
industry. With Charles Coburn as rector of 
St. Anthony’s, a small, financially challenged 
Catholic college, and with John Wayne, in an 
unusual comic role, as a down and out football 
coach who agrees to help save the school by 
bringing big-time college football practices to 
Saint Anthony’s. 110 min. English with subtitles.

Ron Broude

The Automat (2021)
Thu, Feb 8     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

This heart-warming documentary that 
tracks the history of the iconic and beloved 
restaurant chain Horn & Hardart, which served 
affordable food to millions of New Yorkers and 
Philadelphians for more than a century. The film 
traces the ways in which the chain revolutionized 
the food industry, brought together people from 
all strata of society, served the public great food, 
and treated its employees with fairness and 
respect. With guest appearances by Mel Brooks, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Colin Powell, and Elliott 
Gould. 79 min. English with subtitles.

 Ron Broude

Ray (2004)
Sat, Feb 17    7:00 pm (Early Start Time)    WPR / TV 13

This bio-pic chronicles the first 36 years of 
the life, music, and career of Ray Charles. Jamie 
Foxx’s portrayal of Ray won the Academy Award 
for Best Actor in a Leading Role. Roger Ebert’s 
review states that, “The movie would be worth 
seeing simply for the sound of the music and the 
sight of Jamie Foxx performing it. That it looks 
deeper and gives us a sense of the man himself 
is what makes it special.” 155 min. English with 
subtitles.

George Helton

Tuesday Edition
Living in the  

Golden Age of Iraq 
Speaker: Chuck Gosselink      

Tue, Feb 13     11:00 am     
WPR / TV13

Chuck Gosselink was born 
and raised in the small but 
important city of Basrah in 
southern Iraq at a time that Iraqis 
who remember like to call the 
Golden Age. Iraq had just gained 
its independence from Britain, 
the new political order under 
King Faisal I was fairly stable, 
the economy was flourishing, 
and there was a general feeling 
of hope and expectation for what 
the future would bring. 

Chuck will describe his 
experience of growing up in that 
city, his relations with Iraqis — 
especially students in his father’s 
school — and with the large 
expatriate community that Basrah 
attracted in those days. 

Time has not been kind to 
that city, though its population 
has grown ten-fold. Chuck will 
talk about those changes, too, 
and his experience of the new 
Basrah, which he visited eight 
years ago.

Nan Naeve
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Meet Debbie Holmes     #148

PHOTO BY BOB SUTER

Spending her youth in this area since she 
was five and graduating from Kennett High 
School, Debbie feels comfortable at Crosslands. 
She and her late husband, George, both retired 
from the publishing business, were living near 
Downingtown, when he passed away, two days 
short of their 51st wedding anniversary. They had 
been involved in open space conservation efforts 
and animal rights, 
and he was editor of 
the township news-
letter for ten years. A 
year-and-a-half later, 
in November 2023, 
along with her little 
dog Munchkin, Deb-
bie moved into her 
Crosslands cottage. 

Debbie’s father, 
transferred by Dupont, 
moved the family from 
New Jersey, where she was born, to Wilmington. 
During that time in Wilmington, Debbie stored 
away early memories of Lynthwaite Ice Cream 
as well as a lifelong aversion to candy corn. The 
family soon relocated again, settling for years in 

Chadds Ford. 
With a BA in history and 

another BA in journalism 
from Penn State, Debbie 
landed a job with Chilton 
Publishing. It was here that 
she would meet George, 17 
years her senior, who grew 
up during the depression 
years in Southern Ireland. 

George left the compa-
ny for a while, during which 
time the couple married. 

When he was hired back as Editor in Chief of 
Chilton’s trade magazine Jewelers Circular-Key-
stone, the human resources department wanted 
Debbie, an associate editor on the magazine, to 
find work somewhere else in the company. But 
there were no jobs available that she liked, and 

after all — she argued — she was already in her 
position when they rehired him. So both stayed 
put, turning the publication into an award-win-
ning industry leader covering the jewelry busi-
ness with articles on precious stones, appraisals, 
fashion trends, business management, watches, 
and more.

The couple loved their away time in Stone 
Harbor on the Jersey Shore, and on mountain 
hikes in Acadia National Park in Maine, the 
Canadian Rockies, and the peaks near Tucson, 
Arizona. Though Debbie isn’t a mountain climber 
these days, she does enjoy cooking, gardening, 
politics, and reading – and hopes to find a book 
club and take up singing again.

Linda Helton

These days, she 
enjoys cooking, 

gardening, 
politics, and 

reading – and 
hopes to find a 
book club and 
take up singing 

again.
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Meet Barbara and Sam Caldwell     #146
Sam and Barbara Caldwell had “known 

forever” that they would eventually come to the 
Kendal-Crosslands Community, and they did 
so September 2023, moving from their home 
of 30 years in Media, Pennsylvania. They knew 
Kendal-Crosslands from their Quaker circles and 
chose Crosslands because of the openness of 
its campus. 

They combined families 30 years ago and 
have 7 children and ten grandchildren. Barbara, 
a Fitbit “disciple,” loves to walk the trails, and Sam 
swims laps and plays light jazz and standards on 
the piano in Penny’s Lounge regularly. He also 
participates in a French conversation group, as 
well as a French book club here.

Sam grew up in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 
A childhood memory is attending Swarthmore 
Friends Meeting on Sundays and running 
down the hill after Meeting to sing in the Trinity 
Episcopal Church choir. Sam earned a B.A. in 
Economics at Amherst College. He spent his 
junior year in Paris. After Amherst, he co-founded 
Ceres Natural Foods, a natural food distribution 
company in Colorado Springs.  

Six years later, feeling 
the call to Quaker service, he 
earned a M.Min. degree from 
Earlham School of Religion 
and served as General 
Secretary of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting of Friends for 
eleven years. 

He then shifted his fo-
cus to charitable fundrais-
ing, developing a special-
ty in planned giving. In the 
decades that followed, 
he served as Director of 

Planned Giving at Wilmington Friends School, 
the Lawrenceville School, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, and the Haverford School. He also 
founded The Planned Giving Company, which 
provided planned giving marketing and techni-
cal services to charities nationwide. He has re-

mained active in Quaker concerns and witness 
throughout. 

Barbara was born in Scarsdale, New York, 
and grew up in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Her 
special childhood memories include summers in 
the Finger Lakes on Keuka Lake. She remembers 
being in skits based on show tunes with her sister 
and brother. 

Barbara earned a B.A. in Classics at 
Mount Holyoke College and an M.A. in Latin at 
Columbia University. She taught Latin, French, 
and Religious Studies at Friends Select School, 
Woodstock Country School, and Poughkeepsie 
Day School. She spent 19 years at Moorestown 
Friends School, initially as the Chester Reagan 
Chair in Quakerism, then as Upper School 
Director and Associate Head of School. She 
has served on the Board at MFS since retiring, 
including a stint as Clerk of the Board. She was 
awarded the Alumni Service Award last Spring.

The Caldwells still have a house on Keuka 
Lake where they spend most summers with their 
family. They love to attend theater and music 
events in New York City and the Stratford Festival 
in Ontario. Barbara likes to listen to audio books 
— she has listened to over 125 books on her daily 
walks in the last five years, including a recent 
translation of the Iliad. She also likes to bake and 
spend time with her grandchildren and friends. 
Sam and Barbara remain active members of 
Providence Friends Meeting in Media.

Connie Strickland

The Caldwells 
love to attend 
theater and 
music events 
in New York 
City and the 

Stratford 
Festival in 
Ontario. 
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Did You Know That…
... in less than half an hour at the Community 

Garden, ten volunteers mulched 140-feet of 
daffodil beds with compost and wood chips? 
In just a few months, visit the daffodils, admire 
their beauty, pick, and take some home or to a 
friend.

...since 1977, 179 different kinds of birds have 
been spotted on Crosslands campus?

...approximately 20 mature trees, some as large 
as four feet in diameter, have been cut down to 
make way for the deer fence at Kendal?

...the elephant votive candle holders which 
residents received at the Passport Indian 
dinner were handmade and ordered from 
India?

...stars on residents’ name tags mean they moved 
to Crosslands in 2023; smiley faces on their 
name tags mean they moved to Crosslands in 
2024?

...around 16 or 17 Crosslands residents attended 
all of the Passport Dinners and received World 
Traveler certificates at the December Passport 
celebration?

... if you want to make your name tag magnetic, 
contact the Crosslands Welcoming Committee 
for a set of magnets that will do the job?

...the movies chosen and shown by the 
Crosslands Movie Committee are either DVD’s 
or Blue Ray? The Committee has no way of 
showing movies that are live-streamed. 

...no single set of directions works for all residents 
to access in house TV channels 9/15 and 13 
on their TV’s because TV’s and remotes are 
different. If you need assistance in getting 
TV9/15 or 13, contact Andrew Carter, campus 
responder supervisor, (610-388-5537). When 
he comes, consider writing down the step-
by-step directions he gives you for using your 
remote and TV to access the in-house TV 
channels. 

...there is a Meditation Room at Crosslands 
dedicated to silent reflection which is available 
24/7? It’s opposite Penny’s Lounge.

Crosslands Website Tidbits
(Live Links in Red)

The Crosslands Residents’ Web Site at 
crosslandsres.org has a newly 
designed Campus Resources 
tab at the top of the page. Here 
is just some of the useful 
information that can be 
found there.
Front Desk Ambassador. 

Contact information, hours, and services 
like mail, faxes, phone/email updates, 
and Ellerslie upstairs reservations.

Arts and Crafts Room. Points to a list 
of all the things that go on there.

Computer Assistance. Technician Alex 
Moreno can help you with your computer 
issues.

Donations. AFSC clothing and other 
donations plus a list of outside places 
to get rid of unwanted furniture and 
household items.

4 Campus Chat and Xchange on 
the Kendal website. Good places to 
exchange ideas and goods.

Hair Salon. Contact and prices.
Lost & Found Locations.

Leslie Gifford

...Crosslands Culinary Services is open for 
business from 5:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.; 7 days 
a week; 365 days a year; 15 hours per day?

...a list of Crosslands committees and interest 
groups and their chairs is located on the 
Crosslands website and posted on the CRA 
bulletin board in the Center hallway?

Diana Stevens

https://www.crosslandsres.org/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/home-2/campus-resources/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/cra-committees/arts-crafts-room-committee/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/home-2/campus-resources/computer-tablet-smartphone-assistance/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Disposal-of-Unwanted-Furniture-and-Household-Items.pdf
https://www.kalresweb.org/kendal-chat/
https://www.kalresweb.org/home-page/exchange-sale/
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What’s New at the Library

PHOTO BY STEVE SANDER

FICTION
Backman, Fredrik ..............Britt-Marie Was Here
Cunningham, Michael .....................Day: a Novel
Eco, Umberto................................. Numero Zero
Lynch, Paul, .................................. Prophet Song
Peters, Amanda ......................The Berry Pickers
Wilson, Kevin ........Now Is Not the Time to Panic
Wood, Tracey Enerson, ......The Engineer’s Wife
LARGE PRINT FICTION
Keith, Keely Brooke ............The Land Uncharted
BIOGRAPHY
Harris, Robert L. .............. Returning Light: Thirty  

Years on the Island of Skellig
QUAKER
Wellman, Judith, et al. ....... The Road to Seneca  

Falls: Elizabeth Cady  
Stanton and the First  

Woman’s Rights Convention
CROSSLANDS AUTHOR
Epstein, Steven ....... Speaking of Slavery: Color,  

Ethnicity, and  
Human Bondage in Italy 

NON-FICTION 
Boccaletti, Giulio ...................Water: A Biography
Carlisle, Liz and 
Ricardo Salvador ...... Healing Grounds: Climate, 

Justice, and the  
Deep Roots of 

Regenerative Farming
Cowart, Jack and 
Juan Hamilton.........................Georgia O’Keeffe:  

Arts and Letters
Maddow, Rachel ...............Prequel: An American  

Fight against Fascism
Sedaris, David ......................... Happy-Go-Lucky

DISPLAY TABLE
What’s Happening to Our Climate
DVDS
The Holdovers .............. 2023 with Paul Giamatti
Oppenheimer .......2023 with Cillian Murphy, Matt 

Damon, and Robert Downey, Jr.
Golda ............................. 2023 with Helen Mirren
Alfred Hitchcock:  
The Legend Begins ............... 20 Movie Classics 
The Queen’s Garden ....2014 PBS Documentary

AT LAST SOMEONE 
COULD FILL THEIR 
SHOES, BECAUSE 
THEY WERE...

””

“I’M A BETTER 
MUSKETEER 
THAN THOSE 
OTHER  
THREE GUYS 
NOW.”

TXLOE

Unscramble the words; then use the circled 
letters to complete the sentence.

Answer here:

Jumble

JUMBLE BY STEVE SANDER

XRMEI

SSNEEC

ODULFN

LAST MONTH:  SNAGS, KICKS, SANITY, 
ENOUGH. KING KONG-REGATION



February 2024 Calendar
Thu Feb 1 Name Tag Day.
  Grief Support Group. 10:00-11:00 

am. Wyeth Rm.
  February Birthday Celebration. 

5:30-7:00 pm. For all those with 
February birthdays. See Phyllis 
Wenner. MDR alcove.

Fri Feb 2 Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging. Individualism, 
Community and the Declaration 
of Independence. Presenter: Deb 
Ciamacca. 7:30 pm. WPR/TV13. 
See p. 8.

Sat Feb 3 Movie. Trouble along the Way.  
7:15 pm. WPR/TV13. See p. 10.

Mon Feb 5 CRA Board Meeting. All are 
invited. 10:00 am. WPR/TV13.

Wed Feb 7 First Wednesdays Painting 
Studio. 10:00 am-noon. Arts & 
Crafts Rm.

  Writers Group. 3:00 pm. 
Conference Rm.   

  Forum. Art and Literature of the 
Harlem Renaissance. Presenter: 
Michael Williamson. 7:30 pm. WPR/
TV13. See p. 7.

Thu Feb 8     Movie. The Automat. 7:15 pm. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 10.

Sat Feb 10 Light ‘n Lively. Victorian Valentine 
Magic-Lantern Show. 7:30 pm. 
WPR. See p. 8.

Mon Feb 12 Deadline to Nominate CRA 
Board Members. See p. 5.

Tue Feb 13 Tuesday Edition. Living in the 
Golden Age of Iraq. Presenter: 
Chuck Gosselink. 11:00 am. WPR/
TV13. See p. 10.

  Essential Tremor/Peripheral 
Neuropathy Group. 2:15 pm. 
Nature Rm.

  Music. Jasper String Quartet.  
7:30 pm WPR/TV13. See p. 7.

Wed Feb 14 Valentine’s Day.
  Poetry Group. 3:00 pm. WPL.

Venues, times, and other details 
may change. Please watch for 
announcements on the Crosslands 
Website, bulletin board, and TV9.

Thu Feb 15 Name Tag Day.
	 	 Community	Art	Exhibit	Drop-off	

of Works. 9:00-10:00 am. Main 
building gallery area. See p. 5.

Fri Feb 16 Camera Club. Scavenger Hunt 
Program. 7:30 pm. WPR/TV13.  
See p. 9.

Sat Feb 17 Movie. Ray. 7:00 pm - note early 
start time. WPR/TV13. See p. 10.

Sun Feb 18 International Folk Dancing.  
2:00-3:30 pm. Multipurpose Rm. 

Mon Feb 19 Presidents’ Day.
  Healthy & Wise.  11:00-noon. 

Zoom only.
Tue Feb 20 CRA Concerns Session. 10:00 

am. Voice your concerns to two CRA 
Board members. Music Rm.

Wed Feb 21 Writers’ Group. 3:00 pm. 
Conference Rm.   

Mon Feb 26 Great Decisions. Climate 
Technology and Competition. 
Presenter: Dick Haden. 9:30 am. 
Zoom only. See p. 9.

Tue Feb 27 Music. Ovidiu Marinescu, cello, and 
Carl Cranmer, piano. 7:30 pm.  
WPR/TV13. See p. 7.

Wed Feb 28 Spiritual Life Committee. Beyond 
My Canvas. Presenter: Diane Hulse. 
3:30 pm. WPR/TV13. See p. 9.

https://www.crosslandsres.org/
https://www.crosslandsres.org/

