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Arts and Crafts Are Alive and  
Thriving at Crosslands 

You will see what we mean when you come 
to the Thursday, September 22, Arts and Crafts 
Room Open House (10-12 noon) and observe 
and learn about the many 
activities which take place 
in the room each week. 

Until the pandemic, 
Monday was the day in-
terested residents met 
and made ORIGAMI dec-
orations for the Christmas 
tree which stands outside 
the Center’s front door 
each year. Some of these 
decorations will be on dis-
play at the Open House. 
Origami making will re-
sume in September.

JEWELRY is created 
on Monday afternoons. The jewelry group works 
in and teaches a variety of techniques: chain 
maille, stringing, bead weaving, and polymer 
clay. The group has tools for residents to use to 
try many techniques. 

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1-2 
pm), the CERAMICS STUDIO is a busy place. 
Residents learn the basics of handling clay, 
rolling it out, and doing hand building. They also 
learn what happens to the object after it is formed; 
what to do with the object after it is baked in the 
kiln; and then how to glaze it. After becoming 
familiar working with clay, residents can move 
on to learning the basic skills needed for working 
with the pottery wheel. 

The PAINTING STUDIO hosts a workshop 
the first Wednesday of the month (10-12 noon). 
The workshop provides residents an opportunity 

to explore, experiment, and play with various 
art mediums. It requires curiosity and interest, 
rather than skill. Programs include oil painting, 

pastels, acrylic painting, and 
watercolor. The workshops 
are intended for residents who 
have an interest in different 
kinds of artistic expression and 
may have been reluctant or 
lacked the confidence to try. 
A workshop begins with a half 
hour demonstration followed 
by guided, hands-on work. 
Materials are provided. On 
other Wednesday mornings, 
the art group’s painting studio 
is open on an informal basis. 
The painting studio welcomes 
donations of new and slightly 
used art supplies.

Stained Glass: Fran Riddle, Bob Frazier
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Painting Studio: Sherrill Primo and 
Cyndy Falcoff
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Arts and Crafts, Continued from Page 1.

The newest program in the Arts and Crafts 
Room, STAINED GLASS, will become fully 
functional Wednesdays (1-3 pm) after its 
representative moves to Woolman Lodge in 
mid-October. Residents will learn by doing as 
they create decorative glass art.

Needlers: Deborah Borton, Janyce Broude, 
Jane Roberts, Tonie Franz, Emilie Barber, 

Amy Lewis
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Thursdays from 10-11 am, the NEEDLERS 
knit, crochet, tat, needlepoint, and quilt. In addi-
tion, they design and make simple clothing items 
to order and alter clothing and curtains for a labor 
charge of only $5/hour. All proceeds, which aver-
age $500 per year, benefit the Crosslands Res-
idents Association (CRA). The Needlers accept 
left-over yarn to perform charity work by knitting 
children’s sweaters and hats that are donated to 
the Spanish Health Ministry in Kennett Square 
and Community Volunteers in Medicine in West 
Chester and adult hats that go to homeless shel-
ters in Philadelphia.  

Pre-pandemic, residents worked in the 
METAL STUDIO on Thursdays 1-2:30 pm.  At the 
Open House, one will see some of the many tools 
metal workers use during the detailed process of 
creating metal objects like jewelry and scrolls. 

Last and not least, the CROSSLANDS 
PLAYERS have a costume closet in the Arts and 
Crafts Room where period costumes and special 
effects, including a huge collection of wigs, are 

stored. These items 
are used in Players’ 
productions and 
may be borrowed 
for events such 
as Halloween by 
contacting Jane 
Roberts, #145. 

 All residents 
who have space in 
the Arts and Crafts 
Room participate 
in the annual 
CRAFT SHOW on 
the first Thursday 
in December, and 
donate a portion of 

their proceeds to the CRA. The Show is the ideal 
place to do holiday shopping.

 If residents want to work on their own in 
the room, they may do so by accessing the key 
from the wood shop weekdays at 10-11 am. If 
COVID protocols are in effect, no more than 
twelve people can be in each of the three areas 
of the Arts and Crafts Room.

Diana Stevens

Metal Studio:  
John Caggiano
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We have a 
wonderous 

array of talent 
in our resident 
population. A 

galaxy of Light.

President’s Letter
As we enter a new “academic year” of 

CRA, I am humbled by your confidence in and 
support of the Officers and Directors you have 
chosen for 2022-2023 term. Together we can 
continue to enrich life 
here at Crosslands. We 
all stand on the shoulders 
of those who have served 
and continue to serve our 
community. They have 
given us a solid foundation 
for the work that lies ahead 
this year.

What does the year 
look like? First, we have a birthday to celebrate. 
Crosslands turns 45 years old and we’re having 
a party in mid-October. Much more to come 
on festival details. Second, we have the more 

complex task of continuing to strengthen our 
residential sense of community. COVID has 
brought changes that have 
kept us safe and healthy (with 
great gratitude), but in some 
cases more isolated. How 
can we return to “normal,” 
whatever that is? 

I would like to propose 
a theme for our guidance — 
“Let our lights shine. See the 
lights. Be a light.” Ed Sullivan 
explained his role in his TV show as “Staying out 
of the way of the talent.” We have a wonderous 
array of talent in our resident population. A galaxy 
of Light. Part of our CRA task is to encourage 
and support our Lights. 

 Sam Wagner

Chorus Rehearsal for  
December Concert

Crosslands Chorus will start rehearsals for the mid-
December Holiday Concert on Thursday, September 15, at 
4 pm in the William Penn Room. Anyone who likes to sing is 
welcome to join us — no auditions required.

Tricia Reed

Welcome Bob Steininger 
New Arboretum Assistant

Bob is a graduate of Virginia Tech with a B.S. in Forestry and Wildlife. He has 
many years’ experience teaching environmental education to all ages, many of them 
spent at Great Valley Nature Center. He also spent a summer as an Interpretive 
Park Ranger at Great Basin National Park in Baker, Nevada, and two summers at 
Valley Forge National Historical Park where he led teems of volunteers of all ages 
in a variety of conservation projects. 

In addition, he spent seven years as a Community Leadership Crew leader with 
the Student Conservation Association working with teens on a variety of conservation 
projects in the Philadelphia area. Welcome to Crosslands, Bob.

Roy Manno
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Great Chestnut News
In 2014, Crosslands Residents Jennifer 

Allcock, Garry Stone, and Pete Lane conceived 
the idea of establishing a grove of American 
Chestnut trees (Castanea dentata) on the 
Crosslands campus. Under the guidance of 
Sara Fern Fitzsimmons, Director of Restoration 
for the American Chestnut Foundation (TACF), 
the West Meadow was selected as the most 
suitable site.

In 2015, as an Arbor Day event, Sara donated 
six seedlings as samples of the many generations 
of back-crossing with the blight-resistant Chinese 
chestnut. Other examples were subsequently 
added to the Grove in the West Meadow. You 
may remember that, as speaker at the Annual 
Meeting of the Kendal~Crosslands Arboretum 
this past April, Sara gave a presentation about 
the past, present, and future of the American 
Chestnut. A recording of this program is available 
from the CRA web site.

Over the years, the seedlings in the Grove 
have been weeded, mulched, and otherwise 
tended by Pete Lane and Rob Shipman, watered 
by George Gillespie, with grass mowed by the 
Grounds Crew.

Discovered in mid-July by Pete Lane, the 
fruits of these labors were rewarded by the arrival 
of the first ever burr (the thick, prickly cover of 
the edible nuts) which could have resulted in a 
few nuts in the fall, and maybe more burrs in 
future years. But, alas, about a week after the 

photograph was taken, the limb holding the burr 
broke and the leaves on the branch and the burr 
succumbed.

The arrival of this burr marks a milestone for 
the seven-year-old Chestnut Grove. It is the first 
fruit to come out of the Grove. We await next 

year with hope and expectation of more burrs 
appearing on other trees. At the same time, we 
must realize that the chestnut blight remains 
ever present and that it has not been eradicated. 
Meanwhile research continues — continued 
backcrossing with the Chinese chestnut by TACF 
and research at SUNY that has resulted in a 
genetically modified American Chestnut awaiting 
FDA approval. 

Rob Shipman

AFSC Shed in Parking Lot 6: Call for Donations
Newly arriving residents often find that they have more stuff than they have space for. Did you know 

that the shed in Parking Lot 6 is available 24/7 for you to donate such stuff to a good cause? Volunteers 
regularly sift, sort, and price donated household items and small furniture – but if you cannot lift it, do 
not bring it!  Instead, call one of us, because storage space is limited, and we cannot accept large or 
heavy objects. 

Your donations can help us to meet three primary goals: resident and staff convenience, recycling, 
and support for the American Friends Service Committee. 

Any questions? Call Betsy Walker, Joan Applegate, or Jennifer Allcock — and come visit the shed 
to find the precious item you never knew you needed.

Jennifer Allcock
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The Art Exhibits Committee is Reorganized

Resident Moves
Jane L. Andrews Audland 540
Carolyn Coghlan Audland 507 
Irene Farrance Audland 527
Joseph Battin Firbank 810
Doris Grumbach Firbank 816
Cynthia H. Kuespert Firbank 712
Margaret S. Newton Firbank 612
Adelbert T. Tweedie Firbank 608
Bill and Judy Heald 450
Roberta “Bobbie” Roberts 8
Rob and Nancy Shipman 452

In Memoriam
Betty J. St. Louis June 14, 2022
Fanny Cracknell June 17, 2022
Esther Cooperman June 22, 2022
Laura Tracy June 29, 2022 
Mildred H. Miller July 5, 2022 
Margaret S. “Peggy” Ballew July 18, 2022
Kenneth Farrance July 20, 2022 
Constance “Connie” Hill August 15, 2022

Meet “Mo”
Pretty soon you’ll be seeing a new 

crewmember working on campus. Mo is a robotic 
lawnmower who’s primary work assignment is the 
grass fields surrounding the Crosslands pond. 
He has his own tiny carport, and he’s expected 
to start work on August 24 pending installation 
and training. Be sure to say, “Hi,” if you see Mo 
on the job.

The Crosslands Art Gallery, located on the wall 
between the Main Dining Room and Pond’s Edge 
Café, is managed by the Art Exhibits Committee. 
Following Nancy Pereira’s retirement, the Art 
Exhibits Committee was restructured. Instead of 
one chairperson with the daunting responsibility 
for the entire year of shows, the exhibits will now 
be managed by “pods” of coordinators. Shows 
will run for three months instead of two so there 
are four shows per year. 

Renny Woods’ work will be the first exhibit. 
See article on p. 7.

The second exhibition will feature twenty-
two portraits by John Fong of persons who have 
contributed to democracy but whose lives are not 
particularly well known. Included in the portraits 
will be members of the Quaker community as well 
as former residents of Kendal, each accompanied 
by a narrative explaining their place in history. 

The third show will be a group show on the 
theme of “Trees,” which have special meaning to 
many Crosslands residents. Artists are invited to 
submit works regarding trees, using any medium 
and with any related focus.  It is anticipated that 
the work on display will include realistic and 
abstract imagery as well as photography.  This 
will be an exciting opportunity for everyone to 
think outside the box and perhaps even create 
work specifically for the show. Contact Diane 
Hulse for more information.

The traditional Crosslands Community 
Residents’ Show will be the final show of the 
year.

Pod coordinators for 2022-2023 are:
Renny Wood. Work by Renny Wood (Sep-

Nov)
Cyndy Falcoff. Work by John Fong from 

Cartmel (Dec-Feb)
Diane Hulse. Trees Theme (Mar-May)   
Sue Squires. Residents’ Show (Jun-Aug)  
The committee is recruiting new members, 

particularly those residents who would like to 
take a leadership role as coordinators. Contact 
any of the coordinators for information.

Diane Hulse
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December  
Festivals of Light Fair

This is an Open Call to KCC Residents and 
Staff 

Most world traditions have Festival of Light 
Celebrations during December, when the de-
scent into winter darkness changes to the ascent 
into the light. Perhaps you celebrate St. Lucia 
Day, Our Lady of Guadalupe Day, or some other 
Christian tradition; or Channukah, the Solstice, 
Diwali, Kwanza, Boxing Day, Bodhi Day or other 
tradition. We want to know about your tradition.

The Crosslands Spiritual Life Committee is 
sponsoring a Festival of Light Fair at Crosslands 
on December 7 in the William Penn Room from 
1-3 pm and is actively looking for participants. 
There will be tables around the room for you to 
set up a display of personal memorabilia and 
converse about your tradition. To share your 
tradition, residents please contact Atala Toy; staff 
please contact Rosemarie Carpenter.

Atala Toy

Find Your Forms
Do you want to register your pet? Need to 

submit an “Away Form?” Refill a prescription 
from the KCC Pharmacy? Reserve a room for 
a meeting? Don’t know what form to use?  Not 
sure how to fill out a form? The answers to these 
questions and the forms you need can be found 
on the crosslandsres.org website. Just click on 
Contact & Forms at the top of the opening page 
main menu, and see what it can do for you.

Website Editors

Good News about the 
Native Plant Preserve
The Native Plant Preserve (NPP) is a deer-

fence-enclosed area which houses 35 native 
shrubs and small trees replanted from their 
earlier location. Designed and maintained by 
residents, the NPP can be found along the Cross 
Trail opposite west-facing Evans. 

A handicapped accessible pathway to the 
NPP was built from Parking Lot 5, and at long 
last, an electric gate has been installed at the 
southeast corner, so that residents who use 
walkers and wheelchairs can enter. To avoid 
accidents, those users are advised to stay on the 
hard surface and only enter one at a time. 

A shaded sitting area overlooking the woods 
is also located there.

 Jennifer Allcock

Crosslands Lower-Level 
Revitalization

Space in the lower level of the Crosslands 
Center, formerly occupied by Financial Affairs of 
the Administration, has been turned over to sev-
eral Crosslands Residents Association Groups. 
These include the AFSC (American Friends 
Service Committee) which will have permanent 
workspace with windows and optimal lighting for 
managing clothing collection and sorting. Lock-
able office space will be used by the CRA Trea-
surer and the CRA Archives Committee who will 
begin to digitize our historical records.

Julie Knobil
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Maralyn Gillespie on her way to the NPP
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Did You Know That…
...at the June Surf and Turf meal a Crosslands 

resident received an unexpected gift when he 
found a 3mm pearl in his oyster? Now, he is 
ready to retire.

... in July, 57 different residents provided 
comments to the Culinary Services Committee 
compared with 40 in May? Resident comments 
are helpful, so keep them coming. 

...from late May into the fall the Kendal Meadow 
features a changing array of beautiful flowers? 

...the Overhill Kendal hiking trail has two 
relatively new bridges with pipe handrails over 
two gullies?

...a brown water snake lives in the Scott Pond 
neighborhood?

...by contacting Dale Kendall (#34), you will learn 
the latest information about times and locations 
for Crosslands “bird sits”?

...this summer there are more residents, 
including new residents, involved with croquet, 
bocce, tennis, and putting than there were last 
summer? In addition, the ranks of pickle ball 
players are growing; several residents are 
involved with international folk dancing; and 
badminton has started. It’s not too late to get 
involved in any of these activities, especially 
now that the weather has cooled. 

...sun butter (made from sunflower seeds) and 
jelly sandwiches are what many children 
lunch on these days instead of peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches because of an increase 
in nut allergies?

Diana Stevens

Renny Wood Art Exhibit
Sep 1 - Nov 30

Renny (Mary Reynolds Parke Wood) one 
of Crossland’s resident artists, was born in 
West Chester. She worked at the Brandywine 
Conservancy as a cartographer drawing maps by 
hand before computers took over that job. Friend 
and talented local artist, Nancy Thompson, 
agreed to teach Renny some rudiments of 
painting in exchange for computer lessons, and 
Renny was hooked.

Renny began studying watercolor painting 
in about 2005 at the Chester Country Art 
Association with Wendy Scheirer, a member 
of both the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania 
Watercolor Societies. 

In recent years, she has studied with Sarah 
Yeoman, a signature member of the American 
Watercolor Society.  Sarah has exhibited widely 
and is much sought after as a watercolor 
instructor. Among her many accomplishments, 
Sarah taught plein air classes in Italy for five 
years. 

Renny and her husband of 60 years, Larry, 
have lived in Rushmore for six years, She 
specializes in painting flowers, and other still-life 
components and landscapes.

The Crosslands Art Gallery is located on the 
wall between the Main Dining Room and Pond’s 
Edge Café,

“Bright Bouquet” by Renny Wood
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Forum
Events

Forum
Making Amends for Slavery and 

Discrimination: History and 
Possibilities

Speaker: Bruce Morrissey
Tue, Sep 6    7:30 pm    WPR / Zoom / TV13

Recent news head-
lines report that cities, 
states, and universities 
are considering repara-
tions as a way of mak-
ing amends for past 
discrimination against 
African Americans.

These headlines 
raise important ques-
tions. Do governmental 
bodies and other organizations have legal and/
or moral responsibilities to make amends for 
actions that have seriously damaged minority 
communities? If so, which persons should ben-
efit from reparations or other remedies and to 
what degree? Is it likely that increased attention 
to these questions will only result in greater divi-
sions in a seriously divided nation? Or, is it likely 
that only a full, public airing of these questions 
can help us make progress in healing our racial 
divisions.

Bruce Morrissey is well-qualified to discuss 
these questions with us. He holds a Ph.D. in 
physical  chemistry from Rensselaer and a J.D. 
from George Washington University. His work 
experience includes the National Bureau of 
Standards, Corporate Counsel with DuPont, and 
Director of Technology, Patenting, and Marketing 
at the U. Delaware. His teaching style incorporates 
thorough research, clear presentation, and 
encouragement of questions and discussion, 
making him one of the most popular instructors 
at the U. of Delaware’s Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute. His teaching focus has been on equal 
protection and discrimination cases in U.S. society.

George Helton

Wild About Rivers: The Wild 
and Scenic Rivers of America

Presenter: Jennifer Back
Tue, Sep 20     7:30 pm     Zoom / TV13

From the wild Alaska north slope to the sub-
tropics of central Florida, a collection of exceptional 
rivers has been set aside for preservation. 
This national system of rivers includes many 
spectacular and remote examples, as well as more 
urban rivers with cultural or historic significance.  
Jennifer Back, a hydrologist for nearly thirty years, 
will introduce the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System of America and explain what it takes to 
be designated a wild and scenic river. Along the 
way we will see some truly remarkable rivers and 
learn about the uniquely collaborative approach 
that has been undertaken to protect them.

Jennifer Back completed her BA in 
Environmental Science from Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, WA and her MS in Watershed 
Science from Colorado State University. For 
twenty-two years, Jennifer represented the 
National Park Service in water right proceedings 
and led negotiations to settle water right 
disputes. In 2016, she became the National Park 
Service Wild and Scenic River Program Lead, 
and beginning in 2019, she also served as the 
chairperson of the Interagency Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Coordinating Council. In 2021, Jennifer 
retired from the National Park Service. Now 
she spends her time hiking and biking with her 
husband, and volunteers for the Coalition for the 
Poudre River Watershed in Fort Collins, CO.

Lyn Back

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ALATNA RIVER, ALASKA
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Events
The Russia-Ukraine 

Conflict: Its Past, Present, 
and Its Future
Speaker: David Hudiak 

Sponsor: Continuing Education Committee

This lecture series will be presented on Zoom 
on five consecutive Fridays, from 9:30-11:00 am, 
beginning Friday, September 16. The topics will 
include an historical overview of the ties between 
Russia and Ukraine, the scientific and cultural 
relations between Russia and Ukraine on the 
eve of the invasion, who the major actors in the 
conflict are, and the effects on nearby countries 
and the international community. 

If you are interested, please sign up (name 
and email address) on sheets posted in the 
Center at Crosslands and at Kendal at Longwood. 
To subscribe to this course, please place a 
check made out to Widener University for $ 30 
in Dick Kline’s open box (Crosslands 442). For 
questions, call Dick Kline or Julie Knobil.

Julie Knobil

Quaker Land  
Stewardship:

We do not inherit the Earth 
from our ancestors.We borrow 

it from our children.
Speaker: Peter Weygandt 

Sponsor: Spiritual Life Committee
Wed, Sep 28     3:30 pm     WPR / TV13

The Quaker Testimony of Stewardship has 
guided Peter Weygandt’s personal life and 
career. He will share how his philosophy has 
led him to represent grape growers in France, 
Italy, Germany, Austria, and Spain who share the 
common objective of stewardship of the land. 

His life savings have enabled him to acquire 
and operate an historic farm near the Brandywine 
with the goal to help preserve the beauty and 
Spirit of the Earth. 

Mr. Weygandt is a member of the London 
Grove Monthly Meeting.

Atala Toy

Philadelphia Orchestra and 
Philadelphia Ballet

Performing arts fans can join 
fellow Crosslands residents for 
Philadelphia Orchestra or Phil-

adelphia Ballet per-
formances…or both. 

See the Music Bulletin Board in 
the Center hallway to learn how 
to order tickets and sign up for 

transportation. 
Pat Carty (Orchestra)
Diana Gross (Ballet)
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Events
Light and Lively
The Dukes of Destiny

Sat, Sep 10      7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

The Dukes of Destiny is Philly’s oldest and 
best-loved blues band. Founded in 1985, the 
Dukes have two of their original band members, 
John Colgan-Davis (harmonica and vocals) 
and AC Steel (guitar), with three other noted 
musicians on drums, keyboard and bass. 

For nearly 40 years they have played 
at festivals, fairs, and venues all over the 
Philadelphia area. For some ten years they 
opened the old Turtledove Folk Club at West 
Grove Meeting and have regularly appeared at 
the Kennett Flash. They have issued four CD’s 
and are heard regularly on WXPN-FM’s Saturday 
night blues show. 

Don’t miss them — their expertly-crafted 
music will stir your soul and set your feet jumping.

David Camp 

Tuesday Edition
Conscientious Objection to  

Military Conscription
Speaker:  Dan Hogenauer

Tue, Sep 13       10:00 am       WPR / TV13
We do not have Military Conscription now, but 

when Dan Hogenauer graduated from college 
there was a draft which had been active since 
early in WW II.    

Dan will briefly describe the history of our 
selective service system. He will review the 
1941 Selective Service Law with emphasis on 
the section which provided for Conscientious 
Objection and for doing Alternative Service. 
Dan registered as a Conscientious Objector. He 
will talk about his experience with the selective 
service system from his application, through 
classification, to his assignment. 

Dan did his alternative service with the 
AFSC in East Africa, and he will conclude by 
sharing some of the work he did with Community 
Development in Tanzania.

Elizabeth Rhoads

Poetry Group
Wed, Sep 14     3:00 pm     WPL

In September, the Crosslands Poetry Group 
resumes meeting. All are welcome, with or without 
a poem to share. If you have a poem, please 
send it to Betsey Cullen by Monday, September 
12 (by email or put a copy in open box 417). 
Questions? Contact Betsey Cullen or Cyndy 
Falcoff.

Handbell Ringers  
Concert

Thu, Sep 29     4:00 pm     WPR
 The KCC 

Handbell Ringers, 
consisting of resi-
dents from Cross-
lands, Kendal at 
Longwood, and 
Cartmel, will pres-
ent a before-din-
ner concert in 
the William Penn 
Room. 

We are delighted to share our music with 
a Crosslands audience for the first time, so do 
come and enjoy our premier concert.

Bunny Lawton

PIXABAY.COM
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Movies Concerts

Pyxis Piano Trio
Tue, Sep 27     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

More old friends! This trio is made up of piano, 
violin, and cello. Hiroko Yamazaki, Luigi Mazzochi, 
and Jie Jin have created one of our favorite groups.
They have been in residence at the celebrated 
Delaware Art Museum for several years, and all 
teach at the Delaware School of Music. The string 
players are in the Delaware Symphony.

Anne Gross

Trio Montage
Nancy Bean: Violin & Pellegrina Viola, 

Lloyd Smith: Cello, Anne Sullivan: Harp
Tue, Sep 13     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

Trio Montage is the newest ensemble in Phil-
adelphia’s premier chamber music organization 
1807 & Friends. All three musicians are graduates 
of The Curtis Institute of Music. In the twenty years 
of its existence, it has amassed a wealth of fasci-
nating repertoire and 
has been delighting 
audiences with be-
loved favorites and 
rarely heard master-
works. It is also the 
core ensemble of 
1807 & Friends’ inno-
vative interactive ed-
ucational presenta-
tions called “Sounds 
of the Strings” and of 
the “Young Compos-
ers Project” in Philadelphia schools.

Anne Gross

The Help (2011)
Sat, Sep17     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

Set in 1960s, Skeeter (Emma Stone) is a southern 
society girl who returns from college determined to 
become a writer but turns her friends’ lives — and a 
Mississippi town — upside down when she decides 
to interview the black women who have spent their 
lives taking care of prominent Southern families. 
Along the way, unlikely friendships are forged, and a 
new sisterhood emerges, but not before everyone in 
town is caught up in the changing times. 2:26.

Cindy Arrouet

Spencer (2021)
Sat, Sep 3     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

This biography/drama looks at a portion of 
Princess Diana and Prince Charles’s life together. 
Their marriage has long since grown cold. Though 
rumors of affairs and a divorce abound, peace is 
ordained for the Christmas festivities at the Queen’s 
Sandringham Estate. Diana knows the game, but 
this year, things will be different. Spencer is an 
imagining of what might have happened these few 
fateful days. 1:57.

 Gale Hamilton

C’mon C’mon (2021)
Thu, Sep 8     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

Thrust into a caretaking role for his nephew, 
Johnny gains a new appreciation of the world, how 
difficult it is to be a parent, and how many moments of 
joy and frustration come with it. The sweet chemistry 
that develops between the two is the heart of this 
film.  With Joaquin Phoenix, Woody Norman, Gaby 
Hoffman. Filmed in black and white, written and 
directed by Mike Mills. In English with subtitles. 1:48.

Linda Leonard

The Imitation Game (2014)
Thu, Sep 22     7:15 pm     WPR / TV13

In 1939 British MI6 recruits mathematician 
Alan Turing (Benedict Cumberbatch) to crack Nazi 
codes, including Enigma -- which cryptanalysts had 
thought unbreakable. Turing’s team succeeds, and 
they become heroes, but in 1952, the quiet genius 
encounters disgrace when authorities reveal he is 
gay and send him to prison.

Dennis Arrouet
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Events

Healthy & Wise
What Can We Learn about Healthy 

Aging from The Blue Zones?
Mon, Sep 12     11:00 am     Zoom / TV13

Questions? Contact  
Lathie Gannon, 610-388-5653

SEPTEMBER IS  
HEALTHY AGING MONTH

Camera Club 
Residents Photography Program
Fri, Sep 16     7:30 pm     WPR / TV13

All summer you have viewed images of 
the Residents Photography Exhibit on the wall 
opposite the Sunflower Shop. On September 16 
you can hear the interesting stories behind their 
photos — the menagerie of swinging children, 
sculpture, cats, footprints and more. This is a great 
program, when we can find out why the resident 
photographers from Crosslands and Coniston 
chose to take these pictures, what caught their 
eyes, and what was happening at the time.

Lowell McMullin

First Wednesdays  
Painting Studio

Exploring Methods & Materials 
Workshops

Beginning Wed, Sep 7    10:00 am 
Arts & Crafts Room

“First Wednesdays” workshops are an 
opportunity for hands-on experience and to try 
something different. Curiosity, rather than skill, is 
the prerequisite. All materials 
are provided. 

The first meeting will feature 
exploring with acrylic paints.

Painting Studio workshops 
are for residents who:
• want to try different kinds of 

artistic expression but may 
have been reluctant to do so…or…

• are curious and want to know more about 
what’s going on in the Painting Studio in the 
Arts & Crafts Room…or…

• would like to get together with other artists 
and get some feedback.

Cyndy Falcoff and Sherrill Primo

Crosslands Player Tryouts
Tue, Sep 13     4:00 pm     WPL

Come try out for the Crosslands Players’ 
October production of What’s in a Name?

The play focuses on the derivation of names 
of some locations in this community: 

George Fox, Mary Dyer, Thomas 
Garrett, Lucretia Mott, and 

William Bacon Evans. 
Written by several Cross-

lands residents, What’s in 
a Name? will be performed 

Thursday, October 20, at 
7:30pm and Saturday, October 22, at 2:30pm as 
part of our anniverary celebration.

All are welcome.
Jane Roberts
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Eileen Hickman followed her mother to 
Crosslands. “My mother is my star!”  Growing up 
near London Grove, Eileen was the youngest of 
three.  Her family was the fourth 
generation to live on their farm, 
Walmoore, which has become a 
thriving commercial dairy. Eileen 
says moving to Crosslands was 
easy because she remains close 
to friends and to London Grove 
Meeting. 

Eileen’s husband’s profes-
sion, structural engineering, re-
quired moves all over the world. 
They lived in Japan, the Philip-
pines, Michigan, Pittsburgh, and 
West Chester.   Describing liv-
ing in other countries as pivotal 
experiences, Eileen values all 
she learned while immersed in 
cultures so different from each 
other and from her own.  She remembers her 
four-year-old daughter, dressed in a kimono and 
clogs, bowing her head over prayerful hands and 
reciting a Japanese greeting.

Eileen met her fu-
ture husband in grade 
school! In high school, 
she was a cheerlead-
er at his basketball 
games. During those 
years, she played clar-
inet in a marching band 
and violin in the school 
orchestra.  When she 
finished a two-year 
merchandising degree 

in Washington, DC, and he graduated from La-
fayette, they married and started their family. 
They had three girls. Sadly, one of them died in 
1999 of breast cancer. Eileen’s daughters helped 
with the move to Crosslands. One, along with her 
husband, captains a charter yacht based in Flor-
ida. The other, a graphic designer, helped with 
space planning for Eileen’s move. Eileen, now 

widowed, was married for 61 years, and has four 
grandchildren.          

Music is a thread that weaves through 
Eileen’s life.  She has studied, 
performed, and taught piano, 
her instrument of choice.  She 
began to teach herself to play in 
the farmhouse parlor. Lessons 
in Avondale followed.  Wherever 
she has lived, Eileen has given 
private lessons, has arranged 
her students’ recitals and 
auditions, and has adjudicated 
piano competitions.  Eileen 
moved here without her grand 
piano.  But one of her daughters 
found an upright Steinway at a 
garage sale and had it moved 
to Crosslands.  After she settles 
in, Eileen looks forward to 
exploring contemporary music 

forms, including jazz and improv. Eileen now 
finds comfort in playing the pieces her husband 
requested while he worked on his computer in 
the next room.  She has created a personal, 
meaningful play list.

Eileen also looks forward to reading, attending 
theater, and getting to know other residents. 
While she describes herself as “shy,” her gentle 
laugh and interest in people will pave the way for 
finding others here who enjoy her company and 
share her interests.  

Beth Hopkin

PHOTO BY BOB SUTER

Meet Eileen Hickman     #114

Music is a thread 
that weaves 

through Eileen’s 
life.  She has 

studied, performed, 
and taught piano, 
her instrument of 

choice. Want to Save a Tree?
Switch your Chronicle delivery 

from print to electronic file by email. 
You’ll help save a tree with the 

added bonus of reading the full-
color version.

To opt out of print delivery, 
remove the red dot from 
your open box.
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Meet Sally & Tom Kaesemeyer   #410

PHOTOS BY BOB SUTER

What lured the Kaesemeyers to Crosslands? 
After living in Denver, Colorado, for 30 years, 
they were looking for a community of stimulating 
people in a rural setting. Having lived at Westtown 
School, Tom and Sally were very familiar with 
the area and the Kendal~ 
Crosslands Communities.  In 
fact, when Tom was Westtown 
Head of School, he served on 
the KCC Board.  Knowing many 
people who are happy here 
contributed to their decision, 
and they were impressed with 
the many active committees.

Tom and Sally met at 
Westtown School when they 
were teenagers. Tom was 
involved in sports: playing 
soccer, running hurdles, 
swimming, and – he admits 
– chasing “a girl.” He has 
wonderful memories of going to 
Back Log Camp with his family 
in the Adirondacks.  Meanwhile, 
Sally remembers special 
summer excursions hiking with 
relatives in the Berkshires.

Sally got her degree in speech 
pathology and audiology at West 
Chester University. After Lehigh 
University, Tom graduated from 
the University of Washington-
Seattle with a master’s degree 
in Latin American History.  His 
interest in foreign affairs and 
history led them to the field of 
education. Tom was Director 
of Development, teacher, and 
eventually Head of School at 
Westtown, where Sally did editing and desktop 
publishing for the alumni magazine and parent 
newsletters there and later at Kent Denver School. 
In Colorado Tom became Head at Kent Denver 
School. In addition, Tom gained experience with 
foundations as the director of the Gates Family 

Foundation for 13 years and later part-time 
Executive Director for the Fox Family Foundation. 

Their love of history also inspired travel. The 
Kaesemeyers served in the Peace Corps in Peru 
and returned to visit several more times. They 

traveled in Latin America, in 
Chile, Mexico, Italy, Wales, Israel, 
Palestine, and Cuba. What’s 
next? Alaska is on the bucket list.

Sally and Tom have a daughter 
and a son who are 10 years 
apart.  Yes, they emphasized: 
same parents! Their daughter 
has three daughters, and their 
son has a son. Sally and Tom 
have enjoyed sailing in Rhode 
Island and cross-country skiing 
and hiking in Colorado with their 
family. They continue to keep 
their cabin in Colorado.

The Kaesemeyers have both 
been active volunteers. Sally vol-
unteered at Planned Parenthood 
in both Chester County and Den-
ver.  She also helped people stay 
in their homes with A Little Help. 
Tom was a trustee with Colora-
do Mesa University, Reisher Col-
lege Scholarship Program, St. 
Anne’s Episcopal School, and 
the National Association of Inde-
pendent Schools. 

At Crosslands Tom and Sally 
look forward to staying active and 
getting involved. Tom’s eager to 
start a vegetable garden. He has 
fond memories of clearing woods 
in Colorado where pine beetles 
have decimated lodge pole pines. 

The woods and meadows of Crosslands may be 
awaiting his attention. Sally has already helped 
in the AFSC Shed. She looks forward to hiking, 
exercising, and attending lectures.

Connie Strickland



September 2022 15 Crosslands Chronicle

PHOTO BY BOB SUTER

Meet Jo Ann Matejczyk     #22
This new resident, by way of New Mexico, 

Texas, New York, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 
Missouri, and Illinois, describes herself as 
“contemplative and observant, 
as well as a bit corny.”   

Jo Ann was raised in Deming, 
New Mexico, only a short 
distance from the border with 
Mexico.  In this small ranching 
and farming community, where 
her father had his first Rexall 
Drug store, she learned to speak 
fluent Spanish. 

After receiving a degree 
in English and Spanish from 
McMurry College (now McMurry 
University) in Abilene, Texas, 
she spent a year in Pharr, Texas, 
near the southern tip, working 
in the Methodist Mission Home.  
She still remembers the former 
school building “with bugs and creepy things in 
the basement.”

Enough with the creepy things, she packed up 
all her belongings and took the train to Syracuse 
University with the goal of earning a master’s 
degree in journalism.  
That first summer she 
took a course in world 
literacy at Chautauqua 
(New York) Institute, 
where she met a young 
man working a summer 
job in the sports club.  
Jo Ann and Phil would 
marry the next summer.  
The couple moved, for his first job as an electrical 
engineer, to Oil City, Pennsylvania, a small town 
about 70 miles north of Pittsburgh and near 
Titusville, home of America’s first oil well.  

A descendant of pioneers, the ability to set 
down new roots in a variety of places came 
naturally to Jo Ann.  The couple’s three children 
were born in Oil City, where Phil worked for 
Pennsylvania Electric. Jo Ann loved her own 

job as the society editor of the Oil City Derrick, 
the daily newspaper.  Then Phil accepted a 
new position in Charlotte, North Carolina, with 

General Electric, and soon after 
transferred to St. Louis, Missouri, 
where their oldest child would 
attend kindergarten.  

The couples’ last relocation 
would also be with GE, to 
Downers Grove, Illinois, a 
Chicago suburb.  Here they 
would stay put for many years, 
raising their kids and enjoying all 
Chicago had to offer.  Finally, Jo 
Ann, now with grown children, 
decided to do something she’d 
always been drawn to:  theology.

She earned an M.A. degree 
in Theological Studies from 
nearby Northern Seminary, in-
cluding Clinical Pastoral Educa-

tion, where she honed the skill she probably al-
ready had — gently helping participants tell their 
stories in an atmosphere of trust. 

Jo Ann later was invited by a colleague to 
co-direct a spiritual direction group, Innermis-
sion (mission to the inner self), leading retreats 
and workshops. For many years to come, Jo Ann 
would help people to “look at the love of God in-
wardly for love and hope and direction.”

Jo Ann and her husband would see their two 
sons and their families more often than their 
daughter and her family, who had settled farther 
away, in Chester County, Pennsylvania.  After 
Phil’s death, it was their daughter who would 
encourage her spirited and pioneer-minded 
mother to leave Downers Grove, after 50 years, 
and relocate, just one more time.

Linda Helton 

A descendant of 
pioneers, the ability 

to set down new 
roots in a variety 
of places came 

naturally to Jo Ann.

CREATIVEMARKET.COM
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What’s New at the Library
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FICTION
Ali, Monica ....................................Love Marriage
Baldacci, David ..............................  Dream Town 
Baldacci, David .........................A Gambling Man
Balogh, Mary ............................... Simply Perfect
Bohjalian,  Chris ..............................The Lioness
Brooks, Geraldine .....................................  Horse 
Cussler, Clive...................................... Zero Hour
Diaz, Hernan................................................Trust
Gappah, Petina ....Out of Darkness, Shining Light
Kessler, Brad ..............................................North
Lloyd, Ellery ..........................................The Club
Munoz Molina, Antonio .................To Walk Alone 

in the Crowd 
Newman, T. J. ..........................................  Falling 
Patterson, Richard .............................  Dark Lady 
Perry, Thomas ................ The Left-handed Twin:  

A Jane Whitefield Novel  
Pfeijffer, Ilja Leonard ........... Grand Hotel Europa 
Richardson, Kim Michele ..... The Book Woman’s 

Daughter  
Updike, John.................................Seek My Face
Weiner, Jennifer ................... The Summer Place
Wilson, Susan............................. One Good Dog 
MYSTERY
Grimes, Martha ....... The Horse You Came In On
Leon, Donna ........................... A Sea of Troubles
Leon, Donna .................. Unto Us a Son is Given
Leon, Donna ...............................Willful Behavior
Perry Anne ...............................Three Debts Paid
Swanson, Peter ..................................Nine Lives
Ware, Ruth ......................................... The It Girl 
LARGE PRINT FICTION
Cussler, Clive.....................................The Chase
AUDIO FICTION
Greene, Graham............ The Heart of the Matter

NON-FICTION
Blockson, Charles L................ The Underground  

Railroad
Borchert, Scott .....................Republic of Detours
Falcoff, Cyndy ...............Where Sky Meets Water 

(Crosslands Author)
Fischer, David Hackett............  African Founders 
Helton, George ..................... Psychoeducational  

Assessment 
(Crosslands Author)

Jerolmack, Colin ...................  Up to Heaven and  
Down to Hell 

Kelly, Angela .............The Other Side of the Coin
Kennedy, Paul M .......................... Victory at Sea
Knoedelseder, William .......Fins: Harley Earl, the 

Rise of General Motors...
Millard, Candice .....................  River of the Gods 
Piketty, Thomas .........  A Brief History of Equality 
Plokhy, Serhii ..................... The Gates of Europe
White, Richard .........  Who Killed Jane Stanford? 
Yong, Ed .........  An Immense World: How Animal 

Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms... 
BIOGRAPHY
McGrath, Ben ...................................... Riverman
Tubbs, Anna Malaika ...........  The Three Mothers 

THE CALAMARI AT THE 
FIVE-STAR RESTAURANT 
WAS ABSOLUTELY...

CRUDEE

TSSIF

TEQEAU

Unscramble the words; then use the circled 
letters to complete the sentence.

Answer 
here:

Jumble

DEOSIX 

“ “

“OUR SEAFOOD IS 
DIVINE.”

JUMBLE BY STEVE SANDER



Venues, times, and other details may change. Please watch for announcements on the 
Crosslands website, bulletin board, and TV9.

September 2022 Calendar
Thu Sep 1  Name Tag Day
   Resident Art Exhibit Begins. 

Watercolors by Renny Wood.  
See p. 7.

  Birthday Celebration. For those 
with September birthdays. 5:45-7.00 
pm. Main dining room. Talk to Phyllis 
Wenner to join the group.

Sat  Sep 3  Movie. “Spencer.” 7:15 pm. WPR/
TV13. See p. 11.

Mon  Sep 5  Labor Day.
Tue Sep 6  CRA Board Meeting. 10:00 am. 

WPR/L All invited.
  Forum. “Making Amends for Slavery 

and Discrimination.” Presenter: 
Bruce Morrissey. 7:30 pm. WPR/
TV13. See p. 8.

Wed Sep 7  Painting Studio. 10:00 am-noon. 
Exploring with Acrylic Paints. Arts & 
Crafts Room. See p. 12.

Thu Sep 8  Movie. “C ‘mon C’mon.” 7:15 pm. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 11.

Sat Sep 10  Esther Cooperman Memorial 
Service. 2:00-4:00 pm. WPR/WPL

  Light ‘n Lively. Dukes of Destiny. 
7:30 pm. WPR/TV13. See p. 10.

Mon Sep 12  Healthy & Wise. 11:00-noon. 
Zoom/TV13. See p. 12.

Tue Sep 13 Tuesday Edition. “Conscientious 
Objection to Military Conscription.” 
Speaker: Dan Hogenauer. 11:00 am. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 10.

  Crosslands Players Auditions. 
4:00 pm. WP Lounge. See p. 12.

   Concert. Trio Montage. 7:30 pm. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 11.

Wed Sep 14  Flu Vaccine Clinic. 9:00 am-noon. 
WPR/WPL.

   Poetry Group. 3:00-4:30 pm. WPL. 
See p. 10.

Thu Sep 15  Name Tag Day
  Holiday Concert Chorus 

Rehearsals Begin. No auditions. 
Just come. 4:00 pm. WPR. See p. 3.

Fri  Sep 16 Continuing Education Begins. 
“Russia-Ukraine Conflict.”  
9:30-11:00 am. ZOOM. Subscription 
only. See p. 9.

  Camera Club. Residents 
Photography Program. 7:30 pm. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 12.

Sat Sep 17  Laura Tracy Memorial Service. 
2:00-4:00 pm. WPR/L.

   Movie. “The Help.” 7:15 pm. WPR/
TV 13. See p. 11.

Tue Sep 20 CRA Concerns Session.  
10:00 am. Music Room.

  Forum. “Wild and Scenic Rivers of 
the USA.” Presenter: Jennifer Back. 
7:30 pm. Zoom/TV13. See p. 8.

Thu Sep 22  Arts and Crafts Open House. 
Arts/Crafts Room. 10:00 am-noon.  
See p. 1.

  Movie. “The Imitation Game.”  
7:15 pm. WPRTV13. See p. 11.

Fri Sep 23 Continuing Education. “Russia-
Ukraine Conflict.” 9:30-11:00 am. 
ZOOM. Subscription only. See p. 9.

Tue Sep 27  Concert. Pyxis Piano Trio. 7:30 pm. 
WPR/TV13. See p. 11.

Wed Sep 28 Spiritual Life Committee. “Quaker 
Land Stewardship.” Speaker: Peter 
Weygandt. 3:30 pm. WPR/TV13. 
See p. 9.

Thu Sep 29  Handbell Concert. 4:00 pm. 
WPR/L. See p. 10.

Fri Sep 30 Continuing Education. “Russia-
Ukraine Conflict.” 9:30-11:00 am. 
ZOOM. Subscription only. See p. 9.


