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Socket to Me 
Electric Vehicles - Practical Choice for Saving Planet
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Clarkson Palmer with his  
Honda Clarity

When Clarkson Palmer, 92, bought a Hon-
da Clarity Plug-in Hybrid three years ago, he 
became the first Crossland resident to own an 
electric car. “I felt it was the right thing to do for 
the environment,” he says. 
Clarkson had previously 
driven the same Honda Civic 
literally for decades, decid-
ing to replace that car when 
it was 21 years old and had 
gone more than 204,000 
miles. He chose the Clarity 
because as a mid-sized se-
dan, it is much more com-
fortable for his wife Andy 
than the Civic was.

The Honda Clarity’s 
battery has a range of 35 
miles. It also has a 7-gallon 
gas tank. Once the battery 
is depleted, the gasoline engine takes over. This 
means that when driving short distances, the 
Clarity and other plug-ins with similar technology 
don’t produce greenhouse gases.

Three other Crosslands residents own Hybrid 
plug-ins. James Craig, head of the Kendal/
Crosslands IT department, is the only KCC 
administration member or staff to drive an electric 
vehicle. His Ford Fusion plug in Hybrid has a 24-
mile range on battery, which is fine for his daily 
commute. 

Dr. Rona Pasternak comes to Crosslands 
every other week to consult with patients. She 
drives a KIA Niro plug-in hybrid whose battery 
has a 26-mile range. The Kia Niro is a small SUV 
and is higher off the ground than most other plug-
ins. It is the car I will buy if I decide to purchase an 

electric vehicle, or EV, and I am sorely tempted 
to do so. It is a very cool car.

I asked Dr Pasternak what motivated her 
to buy an EV. She said,  “I love nature. I’m 

heartbroken about the 
damage we’ve done. I’m 
no Greta Thunberg, but 
I try to do what I can to 
not contribute more to the 
damage done. At home I 
use wind energy (through 
PECO) and am in the 
process of installing solar 
panels on my roof.”

Her commute is about 
50 miles round trip. 
Normally she uses one of 
the EV charging stations 
outside of Brinton in 

Crosslands to recharge the 
battery while seeing patients. Each charge costs 
her $2.06. If she needs to buy groceries on the 
way home, she shops at Whole Foods, or Mom’s 
Market in Bryn Mawr. Both chains provide free 
EV charging stations for customers.

Kendal is home to several owners of the 
Tesla, the best known fully electric vehicle. It 
does not have an auxiliary gasoline engine. Its 
battery range is 260 miles or more, depending 
on the model. I interviewed Kendal residents 
Gary Johnson and Ellen Gay for this story. They 
own a Tesla 3, which is a compact but feels quite 
spacious. I had an opportunity to sit in the driver’s 
seat and found it incredibly comfortable. Soon I 
plan to ask them to take me for a ride in it.
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Socket to Me Continued from Page 1.
KCC will install 120V plugs in residents’ 

carports at no charge. There is a monthly fee for 
the electricity use. Contact the Billing Department 
for more information.

A 120V outlet can fully 
charge a battery with a 
24-mile range in six hours. 
A 240V can accomplish 
the same task in about 
two and a half hours. A 
Tesla with a fully depleted 
battery takes almost three 
days to charge when using a 120v outlet and 
just a little over one day to charge fully at a 240v 
outlet. However, most EV owners do not let their 
batteries get dangerously low before plugging 
in, so recharging takes less time. The charging 
stations in front of Brinton in Crosslands and at 
the barn at Kendal are all 240V.

The charging stations at Crosslands and 
Kendal cost total of $56,000 to install. An 
incentive offered by the state of Pennsylvania 
paid half, bringing it down to $28,000. 

Researching this article taught me many 
technical details. It has also convinced me that 
the internal combustion engine must go ASAP 
or the planet is doomed. The people who kindly 
allowed me to interview them showed me that 
electric cars are practical and easy to use. The 
choice is ours to make.

Hedy Knoth

Researching 
this article 

convinced me 
that the internal 

combustion 
engine must go.

From the CRA President
We have celebrated Thanksgiving, and the 

sense of gratitude lingers on. How shall we share 
that glad feeling? We 
still have time to con-
tribute to the employee 
appreciation fund; gift-
ing those who give to us 
each and every day. We 
drop our checks in the 
box, remembering tidy 
lawns, clean surround-
ings, good food, smiles 
and helpfulness, the assurance of caring.

The days may be short, 
and darkness lasts longer, 
but the warmth of giving 
continues through Decem-
ber. We will enjoy the Arts & 
Crafts Sale on December 2, 
carrying home bright poin-
settias or cyclamen. Mov-
ie nights and Camera Club 
presentations will entertain 
us. The Crosslands Players 
and Chorus will bring us “A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales,” 
and we’ll sing along with the 

carols. There is so much to share in this commu-
nity. Peace and Joy to all.

Jane Roberts

We still 
have time to 
contribute to 
the employee 
appreciation 
fund; gifting 

those who give 
to us each and 

every day.

Resident Moves
TRANSFERS FROM TO
Joseph Battin       410 Audland 503
William Hart Audand 522 Firbank 814
Dorothy Mullestein 34 Audland 552

In Memoriam
Helen Lamiet October 30, 2021

Want to Hear 
Channel 9?

If you would like to 
hear the information 

presented on TV9, call 
484-770-5711 for a 

recorded version 
of the Channel 9 
content.
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Going Local:  The Christian Sanderson Museum
I submit this article with some trepidation, 

because normally the Chronicle does support 
local attractions. But this museum is of special 
interest to me, because I helped to found it, 
and it is likely to escape general notice, unless 

something is said about it. It would be of interest 
to any Crosslands resident who would like to 
discover something about the history of the area.

Chris Sanderson was a resident of Chadds Ford 
at the time of his death in 1967, a local character 
and fiddle player who, in the 40’s and ‘50’s, led a 
band called The Pocopson Valley Boys. The name 
was slightly misleading, because the piano player 
was a young girl, Sarah Lee Beard (now Sarah 
Lee Houston, Crosslands resident), who Chris 
had hired after a chance encounter while walking 
through Chadds Ford. It apparently did not appear 
important to Chris to change the gender of his 
band, so “Pocopson Valley Boys” they remained.

Chris did not drive and did not own a car. On 
his many trips throughout the United States — 
fiddle conferences in, say, Missouri, or perhaps 
the inauguration of a new president in D.C., 
Chris had to rely on Shank’s mare, i.e., getting 
a ride from one of his many friends in the area, 
or, when necessary, holding out his thumb and 
hoping a passing motorist would offer a ride.

Chris’s main passion, however, was the 
history of the Chadds Ford area, and particularly, 
the story of the Battle of the Brandywine, which 

was fought in the hills and fields around Chadds 
Ford. Chris lived with his mother in the former 
Washington headquarters on the land now 
known as the Battle of the Brandywine Park, but 
toward the end of his life, he moved to a little 
white house on the right side of Creek Road 
(Route 100), about 200 yards north of Route 1. 
When Chris died, this house was owned by Lottie 
Eachus, but she graciously sold it to a committee 
of Chris’s friends formed after Chris’s death. It 
now houses Chris’s “collection,” and is called the 
Christian C. Sanderson Museum. 

Chris was much loved — there is no other 
way to put it — by many of the people he came 
in contact with, and at his death, five of them 
got together to clean out Chris’s house, which 
by the time of his death had become full of 
newspaper, memorabilia, and silver fish. (Chris 
was a hoarder.) 

He had left a piece of paper which was later 
treated by the court as a “holographic” (hand-
written) will, in which he hoped that that perhaps 
some of his friends might form a committee to 
take care of his “collection.” The problem was 
that the collection was buried among the, literal-
ly, tons of newspapers and other trash that had 
accumulated in Chris’s house. 

The Committee consisted of five of Chris’s 
closest friends — Andrew Wyeth, Arthur Beard 
(Sarah Lee’s father), Dr. Frank Rich, Philip 
Hoffman, and Tommy Thompson (who later 

Continued Next Page
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wrote a book, Chris, which is available in the 
Crosslands Library).

Chris’s “collection” consisted of the 
memorabilia that Chris accumulated in many 
years of exploring the Brandywine Battlefield, his 
visits to places of historical 
interest, his encounters 
with well-known people, 
and his friendship with the 
Wyeth family. 

The collection contains 
artifacts he found in his 
wandering through the Bat-
tlefield area; Wyeth paint-
ings (including two of Chris 
himself, one of him ice 
skating, and one a portrait); 
signatures of famous peo-
ple that he came into con-
tact with over the years; and in one case, a piece 
of paper that he picked up off the ground while at-
tending the inauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Nothing was too insignificant if it was connected 

in some way to a major 
event in Chris’s life.

I heard someone say 
once that Chris must 
have had a compulsive 
disorder which led him 
to collect so much. But 
I think that was unfair. 
Chris was a teacher, 
and his subject was the 
Brandywine Valley. His 

museum consisted of those teaching aids that 
Chris thought were important to an understanding 
of the Brandywine Valley. I hope that if you go, 
you will agree.

The museum is located at 1175 Creek 
Road, just before the traffic light at Route 1. The 
museum will be closed from December 1 until 
March, 2022 and will be open from 12-4 pm on 
weekends by appointment only. Call 610-388-
6545 or check the website (sandersonmuseum.
org) for more information.

Larry Wood
Photos from Sanderson Museum Website

Sanderson Museum, Continued from Page 3.

Sanderson in 1935

Crosslands Spiritual 
Life Committee Begins 

Programming
The Crosslands Spiritual Life Committee 

began its formal life when it was approved at the 
CRA Board’s November meeting. Its first program, 
on the benefits and practice of Gratefulness, was 
held two weeks later. 

December’s  program begins a series on 
“What Does It Mean to Be Spiritual?” with a pan-
el discussion by three 
KCC residents discuss-
ing what being spiritual 
means in three main-
stream Western reli-
gions: Catholicism (Leo 
Gilmore), Protestant 
(Judith Greene), and 
Judaism (Fran Stier). 
Audience discussion 
will follow. This program will take place Tuesday, 
December 7, at 10 am in the William Penn Room 
and on TV 13.  

October’s organizing meeting of the Spiritual 
Life Committee was a vigorous gathering of 
over fourteen residents, with more residents 
subsequently signing up to join the committee. 
KCC staff is represented by Lathie Gannon, 
KCC’s Health and Wellness Coach. Lelia 
Calder, co-chair of Kendal’s Spiritual Life 
Committee, was present. The two groups are 
working cooperatively sharing resources. Chair 
of Crosslands’ committee is Atala Toy, whose 
fifty-year career has been focused on providing 
information, workshops, and products that 
enhance healthy everyday spiritual living.

December’s committee meeting will be held 
Thursday, December 16, at 2 pm in the William 
Penn Lounge. It will include planning future 
programs, some of which may explore psychology, 
social actions, and right living. Presenters will 
include KCC residents. Presentations will be 
followed by open discussion. All residents and 
staff are invited to attend the planning meeting.

 Atala Toy

Chris was a 
teacher, and his 
subject was the 

Brandywine Valley. 
His museum 

consisted of those 
teaching aids.

ATALA TOY
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Crosslands First Annual 
World Series of Croquet

On October 13 a crowd of forty excited fans 
encircled the croquet court to witness Crosslands 
First Annual World Series of Croquet. The 
fans hushed as they munched on a splendid 
assortment of snacks provided by Culinary 
Services.

Shortly after Labor Day two divisions of five 
teams each had picked up mallets to see who 
would be named division champs. The finals 
matched Joan Applegate and Ferd Thun, Division 
I champs, against David Camp and Dan Mitchell, 
Division II champs. 

The crowd cheered as Joan and Ferd took 
home the coveted Gold Croquet Ball trophy 
for their victory over David and Dan who were 
awarded the Silver Croquet Ball trophy.

Sherry Burke and Barb Pusey
Croquet Chairs

Dan Mitchell, David Camp, Joan Applegate, Ferd 
Thun. The winners hold the “golden” croquet 
balls, while the runners-up hold the “silver” balls.

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

JU
LI

E
 K

N
O

B
IL

In the Gallery:  
Roger Parish Exhibit

Dec 2 to Feb 2     Crosslands Center
Roger Parish studied art as a youth but 

followed a career as a research chemist in 
pharmaceutical R&D. Following an opportunity 
for early retirement in 1995, he returned to art 
by studying printmaking at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts. He is also a member 
of the Guild of Papermakers and studied 
silversmithing in Arizona.   

The exhibit will 
feature some clay-
prints and hand-
made papers from 
the pre-COVID era. 
Also included will be 
several recent acryl-
ic paintings, a medi-
um which was more 
suitable for working 
during our COVID 
confinement.

A clayprint in-
volves creating 
an image with wa-

ter-based pigments on a slab of wet clay and 
then transferring the image onto synthetic white 
canvas. The resulting unique print is essential-
ly a gouache on canvas which may be matted 
and framed under glass or mounted on museum 
board and framed uncovered.

The handmade papers are created from the 
oriental fibers of gampi and kozo.

Roger’s works are represented in perma-
nent collections of the Iroquois Indian Museum, 
the Longyear Museum at Colgate University, the 
Mashantucket Pequot Museum in Connecticut, 
the New York State Museum in Albany, and the 
Fenimore Museum of Art in Cooperstown. 

A collection of his works was on a traveling 
exhibit in Europe and Canada in 2003-2005, and 
he has participated in the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s ART in Embassies program.

Nancy Geary Pereira

The Chronicle 
Staff Wishes You a 

Happy and Healthy 
Holiday Season.

“Woodland Path” by 
Roger Parish
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Meet Jamie Hocking 
Crosslands Production Manager

How many of you remember reading John 
Platt’s August 9 memo announcing that Jamie 
Hocking would become Crosslands Production 
Manager in early September? And how many 
of you wondered what Crosslands Production 
Manager does?

As Production Manag-
er, Jamie is responsible for 
inventorying and ordering 
the food Crosslanders eat, 
and the paper goods Culi-
nary Services uses. The in-
ventorying and ordering are 
done twice a week, takes 
six hours each time, and in-
volves going through twen-
ty-seven pages of items to 
determine what needs or-
dering so the cooks have 
the ingredients they need 
to prepare our meals. 

Ordering also involves 
price shopping. Whether “X” 
vendor’s price for the same 
quality beef is the same 
or lower than “Y” vendor’s 
will help determine where 
Jamie places the order.

In addition to 
inventorying and ordering, Jamie supervises 
the kitchen staff, will soon begin scheduling the 
staff, and oversees the everyday ins and outs of 
the kitchen operation, including cleanliness and 
safety. During this time of staff shortages, Jamie 
will also cook, wash pots and pans, and help in 
any way he can to ensure that all Crosslands 
residents are provided with the quality food they 
expect.

How did Jamie become a production 
manager? At age 15, he started work at a 
restaurant, washing dishes and helping with 
basic food preparation. Five years later, while 
a student at West Chester, he started part time 

work at Kendal washing pots and pans and doing 
food prep. 

After graduating from West Chester, Jamie 
became Kendal’s vacation/holiday cook where 
he learned and performed in every production 

position. He especially 
liked producing soups 
and stews and developing 
vegan options. Jamie 
was promoted to morning 
cook/chef and two years 
ago was named Kendal’s 
Production Manager. 

Jamie’s move to 
Crosslands provides him 
with a professional growth 
opportunity and another 
learning experience. 
Crosslands kitchen has 
a different layout than 
Kendal’s and the handles 
on the refrigerator doors 
are even in different places 
in the two kitchens – 
relatively minor differences 
– yet important when one 
is doing a familiar job in an 
unfamiliar location.

A Google search noted 
that a good production manager knows how 
to communicate thoughts and ideas clearly to 
different audiences and is skilled at planning and 
coordination. At West Chester, Jamie earned 
a degree in communications and also studied 
philosophy and peace and conflict studies. His 
studies prepared him well for his position as 
Crosslands Production Manager. 

The joy of this job are the Crosslands 
residents. He loves talking with them.

Diana Stevens

PHOTO BY PAUL STEVENS
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Forum
Events

Forum
2021-2022 U.S. Supreme Court

Presenter: Alan Garfield 
Distinguished Professor of Law, Widener 

University Delaware Law School
Tue, Dec 7    7:30 pm    Zoom/TV 13

During its 2021-2022 session, the Supreme 
Court Justices will hear cases on a number of 
important issues including: abortion, the 2nd 
Amendment, religious liberty, 
and the death penalty. 
These are a few of the 
complex cases Pro-
fessor Alan Garfield 
will comment on 
during his lecture. 

Garfield writes 
and teaches in the 
area of Constitutional 
Law and frequently 
publishes op-eds about 
cases before the Supreme Court. Those of you 
who have heard Professor Garfield speak know 
he is a knowledgeable teacher who engages his 
listeners.

Diana Stevens

Christmas at Winterthur Museum
Presenter: Deborah Harper 
Senior Curator of Education,  

Winterthur Museum 
Tue, Dec 21   7:30 pm    Zoom/TV13

Deborah Harper will lead us on a tour of the 
history of Christmas in America and share with 
us how Winterthur creates its beautiful holiday 
scenes. She is responsible for overseeing the 
guiding staff and the floral design team, as well 
as for creating and implementing the guided 
tour experiences in the house, garden, and the 
Winterthur estate.

She first visited Winterthur forty years ago 
when a college history professor arranged an 
optional field trip to the museum. Enthralled by 
all she had seen, by the end of the day she knew 
she’d found her vocation. Today she serves as 
Senior Curator. 

Deborah is a frequent lecturer on topics as 
varied as life on the estate when it was a private 
home and dairy farm, musical instruments in the 
collection, entertaining in the 1700s and 1800s, 
and most especially, historic holiday customs.

Says Harper, “This job is a treasure in itself.”
Melanie Chadwick

WINTERTHUR.ORG

CRA Concerns Session
Tue, Dec 21     10 am     Music Room
Your opportunity to voice your opinions 

or grievances in a personal confidential 
session with two CRA board members.

“Unsilent Night”
Sun, Dec 19     4:30 pm    Putting Green
You are invited to a Zoom session to 

download music to your cell phone. You will join 
others walking about 15 minutes to serenade 
residents, to bring musical light on a dark night. 
Watch for details on website and bulletin boards.
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Events
Diversity and Inclusion 

Committee
Who We Are Now…..

Dr. Sarah Willie-LeBreton 
Professor of Sociology, Swarthmore

Thu, Dec 2     7:30 pm 
Wm Penn Rm     Zoom     TV13

Dr. Willie-LeBreton, Provost 
and Dean of the Faculty and 
Professor of Sociology at 
Swarthmore will present  "Who 
are we now, and what can we 
do?  When Wise Humans take 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
from Theory to Action".

She will respond to our issues and concerns 
here at the Kendal/Crosslands Community.

Judy Heald

Tuesday Edition
Memories of Christmas in Germany
Ingrid Carls and Elizabeth Rhoads
Tue, Dec 14     11:00 am     Zoom/TV13
 The holidays are a time 

when many families have trea-
sured traditions.  Some are tradi-
tions that we grew up with; others 
are traditions that developed as 
we left our childhood home; still 
others may be blended traditions 
from different sources as we start-
ed our own families.

 Ingrid Carls will share 
stories about the Christmas 
traditions she grew up with in 
Germany.  Elizabeth Rhoads will share a story 
about her “most memorable Christmas”.

 Please join us to learn about these 
traditions and share some of the joys of these 
holiday traditions.

Elizabeth Rhoads

Christmas Program
Crosslands Players and  

Crosslands Chorus
Fri, Dec 10   7:30 pm 
Sat, Dec 11   2:30 pm 

Wm Penn Rm     Zoom     TV13
Dylan Thomas' memories of a "Child's 

Christmas in Wales" are brought to life by 
the Crosslands Players. You may have 
seen this eight years ago with one repeat 
player. Can you guess who? 

The Players are accompanied by the 
Crosslands Chorus who invite you to sing 
along with some of the carols. It's fun for all! 
There will be two shows.

Tickets will be available on Wednesday, 
December 8, at the Cafe from noon to 1:00 
pm and outside the Main Dining room on 
Thursday, December 9, from 4:30-5:30 pm.

Jane Roberts

PIXABAY.COM

PIXABAY.COM

Event Planning Forms
The new Room Reservations and Event 

Updates forms are now on the Crosslands 
website at the “Schedule a Room/Event” 
dropdown menu. 

If you need help with any electronic 
form on the website, contact a forms editor 
at formseditor@crosslandsres.org.

PIXABAY.COM
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Movies Concerts
Trio Calvino

Doris Hall-Gulati, Clarinet 
Simon Maurer, Violin/Viola 

Xun Pan, Piano
Tue, Dec 14     7:30 pm     Zoom/TV13

Trio Calvino are the Artists-in-Residence at 
the Pre-College Division Program at Millersville 
University.  Recipients of Fulbright-Hays Awards, 
they have toured Germany, Austria and China. 

Doris Hall-Gulati is principal clarinetist in the 
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia and bass 
clarinetist in the Opera Company of Philadelphia. 

Simon Maurer grew up in Switzerland and 
studied music at the Conservatory in Biel before 
coming to the United States to continue studies at 
the State University of New York at Stony Brook. 

Xun Pan began his studies in China and 
earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from 
Rutgers University. He has performed frequently 
at Crosslands as a member of the Newstead Trio.

Trish Reed

Bend It Like Beckham (2002)
Sat, Dec 4    7:15 pm 

Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13
Sometimes you have to bend the rules a bit. 

Bend it Like Beckham is a lighthearted sports 
comedy about the clash between a young girl’s 
desire to follow her dream but still keep peace 
with her traditional Indian/British parents. Ebert 
and Roeper Reviews gave it two thumbs up and 
called it a “wonderful film”.

Cindy Arrouet

The Illusionist (2006)
Thu, Dec 9    7:15 pm 

Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13
The Illusionist is an American romantic 

mystery film starring Edward Norton, Paul 
Giamatti, and Jessica Biel. The film story tells the 
story of Eisenheim, a magician in the turn-of -the-
century Vienna, who reunites with his childhood 
love, a woman far above his social standing.

Dennis Arrouet

Hugo (2011)
Sat, Dec 18    7:15 pm 

Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13
Martin Scorsese’s charming, Academy Award 

winning film about the adventures of 14-year-old 
Hugo, who lives in Paris’ Gare Montparnasse and 
who is trying to reconstruct a broken automaton 
on which his beloved clock-maker father had 
been working when he died. Hugo’s discoveries 
lead to the belated recognition of the work of 
Georges Miélès, a pioneer of French cinema. 
This is a look at how research into film history 
might be carried out in a fairy tale.

Dennis Arrouet

Light & Lively
Jim Hurst

Sat, Dec 11     7:30 pm     Zoom/TV13 
Bluegrass virtuoso Jim Hurst will perform 

for us live on Zoom. He has a beautiful warm 
baritone singing voice that accompanies his 
guitar playing.

Hurst augments his flatpicking with hints of 
Merle Travis and Jerry Reed, bending and sliding 
until his notes take on an almost vocal quality.

— David Baxter, No Depression Magazine

WWW.JIMHURST.COM



December 2021 10 Crosslands Chronicle

PHOTO BY BOB SUTER

Rhiannon Howell  #105
Where Rhiannon Howell has called home 

has spanned the ocean from Great Britain to 
Delaware, to Puerto Rico, and eventually to 
California. Her childhood and university training 
were spent in South Wales, the daughter of a 
Baptist minister living is coal country, but her 
dream was to live in London. 
With her diploma in English and 
Latin in hand, off she went to the 
big city, where in the two years 
she taught high school there, 
she attended 50 plays!

Later, as a young mother 
living in Wilmington, DE, she 
began volunteering in reading 
programs, and later taught 
English as a second language 
in a high school in Puerto Rico. 
She would eventually continue 
that skill in Palm Springs, CA, 
where she tutored a Bosnian 
refugee, now a successful 
businesswoman. 

Rhiannon was easily talked 
into moving to Palm Springs following her divorce. 
A friend recommended a job working there for his 
mother selling medical supplies and equipment, 
from compression hose to wheelchairs. Part of 
her job was to measure patients to be fitted for 
various prosthetic devices. 

She also donated her spare time doing 
public relations to bring a disabled/abled acting 
company from Santa Barbara to Palm Springs 
to perform (they came three times!). She left her 
medical equipment job to become an assistant 
director of volunteers at a large hospital, later 
becoming the director. Deciding to retire, she 
moved back to Delaware, but before long, the 
hospital urged her to return just long enough 
to find and train another replacement. Little did 

she know that they would get her back full time 
– and she spent seven more years on the job, 
overseeing a staff of ten and 900 volunteers.

Love of theater has been a constant part of 
Rhiannon’s life, and she has been involved in 
acting roles as well as fund-raising. She fondly 

recalls performing in “Romeo 
and Juliet” and “Much Ado About 
Nothing” at Longwood Gardens. 
She also belonged to a company 
that offered murder mysteries 
at parties, conventions, and in 
restaurants. She loved being the 
“murderer”.

With a good sense of humor 
and a quick smile, she values 
spending time with good friends. 
Listening to classical music 
and poetry, attending plays and 
concerts, visiting museums, 
traveling, and watching tennis 
on TV also bring Rhiannon 
pleasure. When her thoughts 
turn to more serious matters, she 

wants to talk of protecting the environment from 
further human devastation (she is a vegetarian) 
and of calling for stronger gun control.

Rhiannon met Crosslands’ residents Roger 
and Naomi Parish in Wilmington when their 
children were preschoolers together. That 
relationship continues and is an important 
reason she chose this community, along with 
the beautiful environment, culture of caring, 
and Quaker values. Rhiannon’s son Paul and 
spouse Janice, along with their three children, 
live in Wilmington and have been supportive and 
welcoming. 

Linda Helton
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Dominick Giordano  #101
As Dominick and I were finishing our over 

one-hour conversation two days before his 
November birthday, he commented, “I have 
led a charmed life.” Anyone who has gotten to 
know Dominick will agree. Conscious planning, a 
wonderful, wonderful family, and 
a bit of serendipity contributed to 
the “charmed life.”

Growing up in Brooklyn, 
Dominick was surrounded by 
family – grandparents, parents, 
cousins, siblings, aunts, uncles…
His grandfather was the family 
patriarch. His grandmother 
hosted family holiday meals; 
a joyous task passed on to his 
mother as his grandmother 
aged. Thanksgiving, Dominick’s 
favorite holiday, included the 
usual turkey or ham, plus fruit, 
salads, pasta, antipasto, and 
desserts. The Feast of the Seven 
Fishes marked the family’s 
celebration of Christmas Eve, another favorite of 
Dominick’s. Family picnics were plentiful. 

In 1943, as a college student wanting to choose 
which branch of the Service to join rather than 
be drafted, Dominick enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Airforce as an Aviation Cadet. While he hoped 
to become a pilot, he was placed in navigation 
school. Learning to navigate took him to bases 
throughout the South – Florida to Louisiana. 
When World War II ended, Dominick returned to 
college under the GI bill which covered the tuition 
for his undergraduate and law degrees. 

Dominick had a private law practice for twelve 
years. When his fourth and fifth children, twins, 

were born, he realized he did not have the time to 
devote to private practice, so began an over thirty-
year career with a bank. During that time, he was 
active both professionally and politically serving 
as president of the Brooklyn Bar Association and 

doing a brief stint with the New 
York State Banking Department. 

Dominick is committed to 
the value of “keep moving”.  
His days of running 5 K’s 
and half-marathons, with the 
accompanying T shirts, are no 
longer. However, he exercises 
daily, often walking to the Kendal 
entrance via the Service Road. 
When bad weather comes, look 
for Dominick on the Fitness 
Center tread mill. 

After retiring, travel with 
Elderhostel took Dominick to 
Asia, Africa, and almost all 
European countries. A trip to the 
British Isles with his daughter 

and two oldest granddaughters is a highlight of 
his travel experiences because the trip introduced 
his granddaughters to the joys of travel. Dominick 
has now hung up his passport. 

Dominick is a reader, a leader, and a family-
oriented person who delights in following 
the studies and careers of his children and 
grandchildren. His “charmed life” has brought 
him to Crosslands, the first time he has lived 
outside New York State, excluding the years he 
was in the Service. 

Diana Stevens
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Updated Edition of “Who’s Here at Crosslands”
In January the Biographies Committee will 

send a new edition of “Who’s Here at Crosslands” 
to all residents with email addresses.If there are 
changes you’d like to make to your biography, 
please leave a note for Julie Knobil (Open Box 
412 before the end of the year.

A paper version, without photographs or 
contact information, will be prepared for residents 
who cannot use email and who notify Hollis of 
their need for the print edition.

Hollis Scarborough
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Jamming Resident Folk Group 
Offers Friday Fun

If you hear rollicking, foot-stomping music emanating from The 
William Penn Lounge on a Friday afternoon, go on in and check it out. 
It’s the weekly 3 – 5 pm jam session by the Sweet Potato Fries. The 
KCC resident folk 
band invites you 
to come in, sit and 
listen, clap along 
and sing if you like, 
or even better, get 
up and dance. Feel 
free to leave when 
you wish, although 
you might want to 
stay for the whole 
thing. 

The Fries’ music fits under the catch-all name of American Folk, or 
Americana. It includes bluegrass, country, calypso, pop, old-time folk, 
gospel and other styles. Woody and Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Roger 
Miller, and Harry Belafonte are examples of the singer-songwriters 
whose music they perform. 

Crosslands resident Peter Lane plays the fiddle and facilitates 
the eight-member group. Peter says the only difference between a 
fiddle and a violin is whether folk or classical music is coming out of 
it. Crosslands resident Bob Connolly, not pictured here, is a guitarist. 
During their years together on the staff of the Westtown School, 
Peter and Bob played in its Westtown Dance Band, performing at the 
school’s very popular square dances.

Pete and Claudia Silvia are Cartmel residents. He plays the five-
string banjo, and she the ukulele. Bill Eaton, also residing in Cartmel, 
plays the guitar. Merle and Roger Tannis, who recently moved to 
Cartmel, are also very enthusiastic members of the group – Merle on 
the hammered dulcimer and guitar, and Roger on the lap dulcimer. 
Also known as a mountain dulcimer, the latter has Celtic roots and is 
still played in Appalachia.

The Sweet Potato Fries’ origin goes back to the 2010s and the 
Kendal boiler room.  Ask Pete Silvia, Peter Lane or Kendal resident 
Merritt Cleaver about it.  The Fries are looking for more members.  
A mandolin player and a vocalist would be welcome additions. They 
miss the late Bob Crowe and his fine baritone voice. But whether 
you play an instrument, sing, or just love folk music and fun, stop 
in and enjoy!

Hedy Knoth

PHOTO BY PAUL STEVENS

 Left to Right: Claudia 
and Pete Silvia, Pete 

Lane, Roger and 
Merle Tanis, Bill Eaton. 
Missing: Bob Connolly, 

guitar. 

The Fries’ music 
fits under the 

catch-all name of 
American Folk, or 

Americana.



December 2021 13 Crosslands Chronicle

Did You Know That…
...the champagne served before the Anniversary 

Dinner was thanks to the late Ray Firmin’s 
bequest?

...there were forty-five dump truck loads of 
concrete and fifteen tractor trailer loads of trash 
taken from the Woolman site and approximately 
four loads of trash and ten loads of concrete 
taken from the Lucretia Mott building? All 
concrete without rebar was taken to G and A 
Clanton, Inc., where it was crushed to be used 
for fill. The concrete with rebar was taken to a 
different site where a demo contractor removed 
the rebar and then recycled the concrete and 
rebar separately.

...the Culinary Services bulletin board in the 
Center will have posters with nutritional 
information which will change every couple of 
months?

...the rock uncovered during the excavation 
for Woolman’s parking garage was not 
anticipated? The excavator broke down the 

rock as much as possible to recycle it. Anything 
too large to be broken down was taken off site. 
The recycled rock on site will be used for riprap 
for the storm systems. 

...at last count, 20 dogs live at Cartmel?

...a Crosslands mystery is looking for a solution? 
The mystery: what do the blue and green flags 
down the hill from cottages 235-238 mark and 
what do the orange flags around vegetation 
across from the community gardens mark?

...the new shed on the Service Road at Kendal 
houses small equipment and KCC residents 
hope enough bags of ice melt to take care of 
the coming winter’s snow and ice?

...the Ridge Trail now has water bars that help 
with erosion prevention?

... in response to residents’ comments, soy sauce 
and hot sauce are now available at the salad 
bar?

Diana Stevens

Join A Team
• Anniversary Celebration. 

We all need YOU, bright volunteer 
To help celebrate Crosslands’ Forty-Fifth Year 
Join our team! Bring your ideas, energy, cheer 
To joyfully honor this place we hold dear.

To help, contact Sam Wagner.
• TV9 Committee. A volunteer is needed to compose the TV9 program 

for one day each week, all done from home on your home computer. 
Contact Les Small.

• Ethics Committee for Kendal/Crosslands/Barclay. Volunteers needed to review 
policies on ethical issues, and information for staff and residents. Contact Renny Wood

• Flower Committee. We need volunteers to help arrange flowers to keep our Center 
beautiful. Contact Harriet Selfridge.

This “Help Wanted” column showcases opportunities available to residents.  
If your committee needs help, please tell us what you need in a few lines.
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What’s New at the Library

PHOTO BY STEVE SANDER

Fiction
Banville, John ................................ April in Spain 
Burrows, Steve ...................... A Pitying of Doves
Clark, Julie ...................................The Last Flight
Clinton, Hillary Rodham ................State of Terror
Grisham, John .......................... The Judge’s List
Groff, Lauren .............................................Matrix
Lande, Nathaniel ........... While the Music Played
Lawson, Mary ...................A Town Called Solace
Quinn, Kate................................ The Rose Code
Rutledge, Lynda .............. West with the Giraffes
Strout, Elizabeth ................................ Oh William
Sullivan, Mark T. ..............The Last Green Valley
Willig, Lauren .............................. Band of Sisters
Mystery
Child, Lee ...................................Better Off Dead
Coben, Harlan ................................. Promise Me
Horowitz, Anthony............................A Line to Klll 
McDermid, Val ......... 1979 : An Allie Burns Novel
Non Fiction
Beard, Mary ....Twelve Caesars: Images of Power
Branch, John .........Side Country: Tales of Death  

and Life from the Back Roads of Sport
Miyagawa, Torao, ed. ............. Chinese Painting:  

A History of the Art of China
Bullfinch, Thomas ... Myths of Greece and Rome
Eder, Mari .................................... The Girls Who  

Stepped Out of Line
Jacobsen, Rowan ..........................Truffle Hound
Hill, Fiona.............There Is Nothing for You Here
Sedgewick, John ...... From the River to the Sea,  

the Untold Story of the  
Railroad War That Made the West

Van Hemert, Caroline ....The Sun Is a Compass:  
A 4,000-mile Journey

DVDs
Let Him Go ................................................. 2020 

A retired sheriff and his wife leave their 
Montana ranch to rescue their grandson from 
a dangerous family living off the grid.

Martin Eden ................................................ 2019 
An award-winning lead performance by 
Luca Marinelli dominates this drama about 
education, class status, and the spirit of 
socialism. Based on the Jack London novel.

Together Together.. ..................................... 2021 
An endearing and clever anti-romantic 
comedy about the meaning of family and the 
chance encounters that change lives forever.

In the Heights. ............................................ 2021 
The creator of “Hamilton” invites you to the 
event of the summer, where the streets are 
made of music and little dreams become big.

What Maisie Knew ..................................... 2012| 
The offspring of a hot-headed musician and 
an art dealer, little Maisie learns the hard 
way about how difficult divorce can be on a 
youngster. Based on the Henry James novel.

Some Kind of Heaven................................. 2020 
Director Lance Oppenheim cracks the 
manicured facade of The Villages, America’s 
largest retirement community, a massive, 
self-contained utopia in Central Florida.

Best Summer Ever ..................................... 2020 
In this musical romance, a high school 
football player is shocked to discover that the 
new girl in school is the same girl he fell in 
love with at a summer dance camp.

Fisherman’s Friends ................................... 2019 
This British rom-com features a sweet story 
about ten fishermen from an idyllic seaside 
Cornwall town who achieve a Top 10 hit.

Biography
Michaelis, David ..................................... Eleanor

Display Table: Books about Women



December 2021 Calendar

Venues, times, and other details 
may change. Please watch for 
announcements on the Crosslands 
website, bulletin board, and TV9.

Wed Dec 1 Name Tag Day. All day.
  Painting Class. 10 am-noon. 

Watercolor Demonstration at 10:30 
am. Arts and Crafts Rm.

Thu  Dec 2 Arts and Crafts Fair. 9:30 am-1:30 
pm. Wm Penn Rm.

  Plant Sale Pick-up. 9:30 am-1:30 
pm. Wm Penn Rm.

  December Birthday Celebration. 
5:30-6:30 pm. Dining Rm Alcove. 
See Phyllis Wenner.

  Diversity & Inclusion Committee. 
“Who We Are Now”. Presenter: 
Sarah Willie-LeBreton. 7:30 pm. Wm 
Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13.

  In the Gallery. Roger Parish 
Exhibit. 

Sat Dec 4 Movie Committee. Bend It Like 
Beckham. 7:15 pm. Wm Penn Rm/
Zoom/TV13.

Mon Dec 6 CRA Board Meeting. 10 am. All 
invited. Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13.

Tue Dec 7 Crosslands Spiritual Life 
Committee. “What Does it Mean to 
Be Spiritual?” 10:00 am. Wm Penn 
Rm/TV13. See p. 4 for details.

  Forum Committee. “The Supreme 
Court.” Presenter: Alan Garfield. 
7:30 pm. Zoom/TV13.

Wed  Dec 8 Crosslands Poetry Group.  
Reading Old and New, 3:00-4:30 
pm. Wm Penn Lounge.

Thu Dec 9 Movie Committee. The Illusionist. 
7:15 pm. Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13.

Fri Dec 10 Crosslands Players and 
Crosslands Chorus. “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales”. 7:30 pm.  
Wm Penn Rm/Zoom, TV13.

Sat Dec 11 Crosslands Players and 
Crosslands Chorus. “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales”. 2:30 pm.  
Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13.

  Light & Lively. Jim Hurst. 7:30 pm. 
Zoom/TV13.

Mon  Dec 13 Healthy and Wise. Weight 
Management, etc. 11 am-noon. 
Zoom/TV13.

Tue  Dec 14 Tuesday Edition. 11 am. 
“Christmas in Germany”. Ingrid Carls 
and Elizabeth Rhoads. Zoom/TV13.

  Music Committee. Trio Calvino. 
7:30 pm. Zoom/TV13.

Wed Dec 15 Name Tag Day. All day.
  Community Dialogue. Lisa 

Marsilio. 11 am. Zoom/TV13.
  Flute Concert. 7:00-7:30 pm. Wm 

Penn Rm and Lounge/TV13.
Sat Dec 18 Movie Committee. Hugo. 7:15 pm. 

Wm Penn Rm/Zoom/TV13.
Sun Dec 19 “Unsilent Night” Walk. Putting 

Green. 4:30 pm. Details on website 
& bulletin boards.

Tue  Dec 21 CRA Concerns Session. 10 am. 
Music Rm.

  Forum Committee. “Christmas at 
Winterthur”. 7:30 pm. Zoom/TV13. 
Presenter: Deborah Harper.

Mon Dec 27 Healthy and Wise, Weight 
Management, etc. 11 am-noon. 
Zoom/TV13.
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