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GETTING VACCINATED 

 Back in 1971, I went to Newport, Rhode Island, with my brother to enter the U.S. Navy Of-
ficer Candidate School. I would guess we had 300-400 young men show up to be processed in, 
and the Navy had one night to do it. There were lines everywhere, but somehow we all got our 
shots, and our physicals, and our uniforms, and our assignments to different buildings where we 
were to live for the next six months. I mention this because that processing had to be carefully 
planned out, and it worked. 

I was reminded of that night when I showed up at our Center on February 5 for my vaccina-
tion. There weren’t as many of us as there were that night in 1961, but there were plenty, and the 
trick was to process all of us senior citizens quickly and efficiently before we started complaining 
and went home. 

 The Administration and CVS made the arrangements, 
and they worked like a charm. We were directed to the walk-
way to the left of the entrance, which had side panels made of 
canvas or some heavy cloth, and was heated for the comfort of 
those standing in line. Some chairs were provided, but the line 
moved inside so quickly that chairs weren’t really necessary. 
 Once we were inside, there were more chairs, and the 
processing was a little slower. I first had to get my temperature 
taken, but I found that no sooner had I sat down than I was 
waved to the next chair, and the next, and the next, until I 
found myself in the dining room handing in my papers. I was 
then directed to sit near the east end of the dining room, and 
no sooner had I sat down than I was called into the north end 
of the William Penn room, where I sat down at a table with a 
nice man named Bob. I took off my coat and offered my arm, 
and Bob slid the needle in so expertly that I didn’t feel a thing. I 
was then directed down toward the area in front of the stage, 
where my wife and I sat among Valentine Day decorations and 
sang a few oldies with Jerry Iacono accompanying us on the   

        Debby Kern     guitar. 
Renny and I had been given a timer. When the timer went off, we could leave. Astonishingly, 

it was only about five minutes short of an hour from the time we arrived. I say “astonishingly,” be-
cause the organization was truly astonishing. Some people chose to bring books to read while 
waiting in line, but I would guess that they got few pages read during their trip through the line. 
Hats off to the Administrative personnel, the Medical Center Personnel, and Lisa, our CEO, who 
was in evidence during our sojourn to vaccine heaven.  

I have an acquaintance (I deliberately don’t say “friend”) who believes that somehow parti-
cles are inserted in the vaccine that permit the Chinese to control our actions. I certainly don’t be-
lieve that, but I must admit that while three hours later my shoulder feels fine I have developed an 
unusual craving for Chinese food.  But seriously, congratulations, Lisa, Medical Center people, 
CVS, and all the other employees who helped for a job well done. 

Larry Wood 
To see yourself and neighbors on the happy first vaccination day, go to the web site and check out 
the video! And for additional observations about this entire vaccination event, please go to page 2. 
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The following is a thank-you  letter to 
CVS from all of us.  

 On behalf of the resi-
dents of Kendal-Crosslands 
Communities, we would like to 
thank you for conducting a to-
tal of 10 vaccination clinics 
here, on site, during January 
and February this year.  You 
began with residents and staff 
of skilled nursing and assisted 
living, and included those oth-
er residents who live in our 
continuing care/ congregate 
care community. The team ad-
ministered vaccines to over 
900 residents and 500 staff. 
We are grateful that all our 
residents were included. 
           Presidents and Vice-
presidents of Resident Assoc-
iations. 
      Cartmel,   Pat Mapes 
      Coniston,  Bill & Marcia 
   DeWitt       
      Crosslands, David Rhoads
        Jane Roberts 
       Kendal at Longwood    
      Susannah Davidson
         Betty Warner 

Larry Wood Betsy Walker 

Vaccination Party Day in the William Penn Room 

Bob of CVS  
shows Ren-
nie Wood 
how it is 
done—
painlessly! 

Lisa Marsilio, 
our CEO, in 
virus-fighting 
uniform 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT….. 

What a difference a month makes!!   
One month ago, many of us in Independ-

ent Living were grumbling that none of us had 
been vaccinated.  By Feb 27, all of us have had 
both shots.  In a few weeks, Spring will be 
here.  In a few weeks, our community will open 
up a bit.  But not back to normal.  Normal to me 
means we can burn our masks.  Normal means 
that hugs will be allowed again.  Normal means 
that everyone will be able to eat in the Center as 
we did a year ago. 

We need to remember that there are too 
many people who, for whatever reason, refuse 
to voluntarily wear masks.  Some people out 
there will for many reasons refuse to get vac-
cinated.  Also, it will take until at least this sum-
mer until sufficient numbers of Americans are 
vaccinated that our country achieves “herd im-
munity”.  Until then, no return to “normal”.   

We need to remember that we are not out of 
the woods yet with respect to COVID-19.  Let’s 
remember what our vaccinations bring us: 

• Knowledge that even though we have been 
vaccinated, it is still possible for us to get COVID
-19.  However, if that happens, the disease will 
be much milder and quite possibly asymptomat-
ic.  In other words, no serious cases and no 
death. 

• Bottom line: We are much safer than before. 

Here’s what to expect for opening up 
again.  These will be staged in over time begin-
ning about March 15 (earlier for Health Center 
residents). 

• Access to Crosslands Center again includ-
ing access to the Woodshop, Activities Room, 
Sunflower Shop and the Library. 

• Take-out meals and mail pick-up. 

• Access to the pool and exercise facilities. 

• Housekeeping. 

• Small groups (no more than 5) may gather. 

• Selected visitors and contractors may come 
 on campus. 

• Dining together for residents in Audland. 

• Masks and social distancing will continue for 
 the next many months. 

• Reduced restrictions on travel off campus 
 and out of state. 
As Lisa Marsilio, our CEO, has said repeat-

edly, we will get through this together.  We have 

come a long way.  So far, we have done very 
well.  Let’s keep it up. The light at the end of the 
tunnel is getting closer.   

Stay well.  Stay safe. 
David Rhoads 

 
 

… David L. Grove has been appointed to a seat 

on the KCC Board of Managers for a  three year 
term starting in April 2021? The seat was previ-
ously held by Kay Edstene.  

…Crosslands residents Harold Engelman, Flor-
ence Lim, Sylvia Savery, and  Joe and Deb Sav-
ery are featured in the Meet the Residents sec-
tion of the KCC.Kendal.org website? Click on 

Community Life, then Community Overview, 
then Resident Stories. 
…as soon as the Center reopens, you will be 
able to see in the main lobby the Energy Dash-
board’s new display on recycling? 
…the yellow blazes marking the trails Kendal 
maintains have a fresh coat of paint? 
...in early January, a small, noisy vehicle with 
huge caterpillar treads and a metal borer took 
soil samples in the vicinity of the Native Plant 
Garden and Woolman to evaluate soil stability 
for future buildings?  
…the morning of January 20, Inauguration Day, 
residents in the 400’s were without water for 
about three hours while an underground water 
main leak was repaired? 
…after the February snow, in the West Mead-
ow’s “poor man’s fertilizer” (aka snow), one 
could see snowshoe and ski tracks as well as 
tracks of deer, fox, squirrel, dogs, and birds? 
See page 13 for more on this! 
…the Crosslands croquet court was installed in 
the early years of Crosslands because of the fi-
nancial support provided by avid croquet play-
ers? Interest in croquet subsided after a few 
years only to return in the last couple of years. 
…on January 29, two hundred or more non-
resident geese were on the grass areas beside 
the Crosslands pond? Hopefully, they were at 
Crosslands temporarily, probably flushed from 
nearby ponds by someone hunting or causing a 
disturbance. 
…the late December results of testing water 
sources around the Crosslands campus show 
that the maintenance staff have been doing a 
good job managing the use of salt to control ice? 
      continued on the next page 

FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT 
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FORUM COMMITTEE continued from the previous page 
… maps of early blooming trees on the Cross-
lands campus are available from the Arboretum 
Team webpage? You can find the locations of 
witch hazel, redbud, cherry, magnolia and dog-
wood trees on five different area maps of the 
campus. Take a walk and enjoy these early flow-
ering trees!  

Diana Stevens 

 
  

Civil War Ground-breaking History 
Presenter: Fergus Bordewich, 

Tuesday, March 2  ̶  7:30 pm  ̶  Zoom/TV13 

Mr. Bordewich, an eminent historian and 
writer, will speak on his most recent book, Con-
gress  At War:  How Republican Reformers 

Fought the Civil War, 
Defied Lincoln, End-
ed Slavery, and Re-
made  America. Ad-
am Gopnik in the 
New Yorker wrote: 
"Although  the sub-
ject of the book is 

specific, its implications  are universal...This is 
popular history of a high order  - Bordewich has 
a terrific eye and ear for the details  of his cho-
sen time." His interests are far-ranging, includ-
ing books on China, Native Americans Today, 
the  building of Washington DC, and two other 
studies of  crucial periods for our national gov-
ernment. His talk will be delivered on Zoom from 
San  Francisco and will include an extended Q 
and A  session. The paperback edition of his 
book has just been published. 

Ellen Ervin 

 
PA Forest Fire Warden, Western  

Wildfire and Prescribed Fire in the  
Brandywine Valley 

Speaker: Erik Stefferud, Longwood Gardens 
Land Stewardship  

Tuesday, March 16  ̶  7:30 pm  ̶  Zoom /TV13 

  Erik was born and raised in nearby Mar-
shallton, PA, attended Bloomsburg University  
on a swimming scholarship and pursued a de-
gree in geography with a concentration on Envi-

ronmental Plan-
ning. He spent 
time with local en-
vironmental agen-
cies (Natural 
Lands, Brandywine 
Conservancy and 
the Chester Coun-
ty Conservation 
district) before join-

ing Longwood Gardens after college.                                
                                            continued on the next page   

Notes from the Chronicle Staff 
 The Chronicle is publishing an on-going 
series of articles on how Crosslands residents, 
committees and administration have been 
adapting to the pandemic and subsequent lock-
down. So far, news about the Wood Shop and 
the Music Committee were published in the 
January 2021 issue, The Fitness Advisory 
Committees reports on virtual hiking were pre-
sented in the November and December 2020 
issues. The Forum Committee changes were 
printed in June and November 2020. Changes 
in the Memorial Services procedures were out-
lined in October 2020 and January 2021. The 
huge changes in Culinary Services were de-
scribed in November 2020. If you want to re-
view these changes, please go to the Cross-
lands web site/ Committees/Chronicle and click 
on the month you want to see. This March is-
sue contains a brief outline of changes in the 
programs of the Camera Club on page 7. 

Julie Knobil 
Managing editor 

CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE 
Published by and for the residents  
and administration of  
Crosslands, P.O. Box 100, 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
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Editor: Larry Wood 
Managing Editor: Julie Knobil 
Editorial Staff and Proofreaders: Lyn Back, 
Margaret Camp, Anne Gross, Linda Helton 
Carolyn Morell, Betty Nathan, Elizabeth 
Rhoads, Hollis Scarborough, Diana Stevens 
 
Distribution: Chronicle Staff and Nancy  
Regenye (Administration) 
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continued from the previous page 

Since 2013 he has been Operations 
Manager for Longwood Gardens’ Land Stew-
ardship team overseeing the management of 
Longwood’s “green” infrastructure across its 
1,070 acre property. His duties include the daily 
management of the Soil and Composting facility 
which processes over 6,000 cubic yards of soil 
and woody and green waste materials from the 
formal garden space which is returned as fin-
ished compost, hardwood mulch, and specialty 
growing media. 

Erik has managed Longwoods Pre-
scribed Fire program since restarting it in 2014, 
and has received multiple certifications as a 
Forest Firefighter. Since 2015, Erik has been 
fighting fires in Pennsylvania, Montana, North-
ern Idaho, and California.   

Mary Ann Wagner 
 

 
 

Brexit and the EU 
Moderator: Harold and Julie de Wolff 

Monday,  March 22 – 9:45 am – Zoom/TV13 

       On January 1, 2021, the UK left the EU sin-
gle market and customs union, shedding its 
rights and obligations as an EU member state. 
The UK regained control over its national trade 
policy and is free to conclude its own interna-
tional trade agreements. UK-EU trade and eco-
nomic ties are now governed on a provisional 
basis by a new Trade and Cooperation Agree-
ment. The agreement, which the UK and EU 
reached on December 24, 2020, follows nine 
months of contentious negotiations. In the end, 
both sides say that they struck a fair and bal-
anced agreement that respects each side’s pri-
orities. But what will this new agreement mean 
for trade in Europe and does it pave the way for 
a new UK-USA free trade agreement? 

Chuck Gosselink  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Buckwalter, baritone 
Kimberly Christie, soprano 

Andrew Stewart, pianist 
Tuesday, March 9—7:30 pm-- Zoom /TV13 

 Jason grew up in Landenburg, PA and 
attended Kennett area schools where he was 
seen in Kennett High School musicals from a 
very young age. He earned his Bachelor of Mu-
sic Degree from Susquehanna University and 
his Master of Music and Graduate Performance 
Diploma from the Peabody Conservatory. Kim-
berly completed her graduate work at the Pea-
body Conservatory and is equally skilled in 
opera, oratorio, recital and musical theater, 
having performed with a wide variety of opera 
companies and chorales. Pianist Andrew Stew-
art is on the faculty at Goucher College and is a 
longstanding accompanist for Maryland Opera 
and Baltimore Musicales. He has served as 
music director for upward of fifty productions 
and has performed across the United States 
and Italy including in several world premieres. 

Jennifer Nicole Campbell 
Concert pianist 

Tuesday, March 23  ̶  7:30 pm  ̶  Zoom /TV13 

Ms. Campbell is described as a 
“sensitive colorist and intelligent musician” by 
the New York Review. She has performed at 
Lincoln Center, the Academy of Music 
(Philadelphia) and Musikhauset Aarhus in Den-
mark.  She was winner of the Rosalyn Tureck 
International Bach Competition and has re-
ceived the Peabody Alumni Award.  Jennifer 
teaches at the Delaware Music School and at 
Cecil College in Maryland and maintains a pri-
vate studio. 

Tricia Reed 

GREAT DECISIONS 

BOOK REVIEW 
Books, mostly new, for COVID reading.  

Presenter: John Hurt 
Monday, March 15 — 11 am — Zoom/TV13 

This will be a rapid survey of up to a doz-
en new or recent books in our Library that will 
be of interest to many and include fiction and 
non-fiction, mysteries, spy stories, history, and 
political commentary, Some of these are circu-
lating from the bookshelf in front of the Center. 

Peter Lane 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

In Memoriam 

Elizabeth Anton         January 22, 2021 
Carol Dengler            February 3, 2021 
Eleanor Hochhauser   February 12 2021 
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Rajeer Alford and Elena Camp 
Saturday, March 13 – 7:30 pm  ̶  Zoom/TV13 

Rajeer and Elena have been professional 
musicians and actors for the past ten years, both 
as solo artists and together. Rajeer has per-

formed with 
the National 
Tours of  
My Fair La-
dy and Love 
Never Dies, 
along with 
numerous 
productions 
on the East 
coast includ-
ing To Kill a 

Mockingbird, Camelot, and the world premiere 
of Something Wicked This Way Comes. Elena 
has appeared in many regional productions in-
cluding Forbidden Broadway, Into the Woods, 
Sisters of Swing, and, along with Rajeer, Man of 
La Mancha and Ragtime. In 2014, she won 3rd 
place in the NATS (National Association of 
Teachers of Singing) competition in Boston. Join 
us for a concert filled with hope, comedy, and 
depth as these two artists share their gifts and 
hearts. They will be available after the perfor-
mance to answer questions. 

David Camp 
 

News to Sing About: Opera Lectures 
with Bob Rowland are back! 

The First Lecture:  Carmen  
Friday, March 5 — 4:00 pm — Zoom/TV13 

Who doesn’t love Carmen? Think of Bi-
zet’s stirring, toe-tapping music, such as the Tor-
eador Song, La Habanera and the over-
ture!  Whether you are a longtime opera fan, or 
a novice interested in what lies behind this 
famed work, Bob Rowland’s lecture is sure to 
intrigue you. Then with your musical appetite 
whetted, you can tune in to Philadelphia’s WRTI 
90.1 FM at 1:00 pm the next day to enjoy a re-
corded  performance  of  Carmen  from the  Met. 

Bob has been giving opera lectures at 
Crosslands for many years, making time amid 
his busy teaching and conducting schedule.  His 
mother, Helen Rowland, has been a Crosslands 

resident since 2002.  
Bob is a highly sought-after vocal teach-

er, coach, and choral conductor.  Many of his 
students have achieved successful careers in 
opera, on Broadway, in Nashville and on nation-
al TV.  Bob has also had many tenor roles in 
opera and musical theater.  He holds degrees 
from the Eastman School of Music, the Peabody 
Institute, and the Academy of Vocal Arts.  

Besides this lecture on Carmen, please 
also mark your calendar for three additional talks 
Bob will give this spring. They are Don Giovanni 
on March 26, La Boheme on April 9, and I Puri-
tani on May 21.  All lectures are scheduled for 
Fridays at 4:00 pm. The corresponding opera 
will be aired the next day at 1:00 pm on WRTI 
90.1 FM.  All four lectures will be shown on 
Zoom and  TV 13. 

June Lorber and Hedy Knoth 
Co-Chairs, Opera Lecture Committee 

 
 

 
 

A Botanical Paradise:  
Kazakhstan and the Altai Mountains 

Speaker: Paul Meyer, F. Otto Haas Executive 
Director (retired),  Morris Arboretum 

Tues., March 30 – 7:30 pm  ̶  Zoom/TV13 
Mr. Meyer will present an illustrated lec-

ture on his botanical travels in northeast Ka-
zakhstan. Few travelers from the western world 
have visited this extraordinarily beautiful region 
noted for its rich steppe and alpine flora. In addi-
tion he will share stories of the people, architec-
ture and culture.  

Phoebe Driscoll  

LIGHT & LIVELY 

NATURE CONSERVANCY 

KENDAL̴CROSSLANDS ARBORETUM  
ANNUAL MEETING 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 

The Kendall̴Crosslands Arboretum (KCA) 
will hold its annual meeting at 7:15 pm on Arbor 
Day, April 22, 2021. It will be a Zoom presenta-
tion.  Details will be expanded in April. All resi-
dents of Kendal-Crosslands are members of the 
KCA and are encouraged to attend the program 
entitled  “John Hershey, A Man of Vision and a 
Friend of the Trees". Proposed bylaw changes 
can be viewed on the Arboretum Team web 
site.         
                                  Bob Shipman  
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CAMERA CLUB 
 

 

 
BOATS  

Friday, March 19 –– 7:30 pm ––  Zoom/TV13 
Photographers:  Cindy Arrouet, Mary Barlow, 

Manya Bean, Floy Ervin,  
Elizabeth Rhoads, Paul Stevens 

 
 What is a boat?  Does a boat have oars? 
sails? an engine?  Wikipedia defines a boat as 
“a watercraft of a large range of types and sizes 
but generally smaller than a ship or a serving 
dish in the shape of a boat”.  This definition gives 
many possibilities for our photographers to ex-
plore.  Please join us to see what creative, artis-
tic, perhaps even humorous twists they present 
as examples of boats. 

-Elizabeth Rhoads 

Mystery:  
Fire Pit Appears and Disappears 

 Crosslands residents received a memo in 
November  which said “Fire Pits to be Installed. 
Fire pits are being placed this week by 
our grounds staff.” You might have imagined a 
circular structure with rough stone walls contain-
ing a  blazing fire. This was exciting news to some 
of us who recall evenings gathered with friends 
around a campfire and we looked forward to en-
joying more of the same. After some time, David 
and I discovered that there was a new ‘thing’ 
parked on the Ellerslie terrace: a rectangular met-
al box containing rounded stones within its shal-
low top layer, and connected to a small propane 
tank.  

David tried to light this new device, careful-
ly following the instructions. But after spending 
about 20 minutes, alternately double-checking the 
position of the switch on the tank and kneeling, his 
head about two inches above the terrace in order 
to see the controls on the box (er...pit), he had to 
admit defeat.  
       Where did the fire pit idea come from? It might 
have been Courtney Peterson who was the first to 
ask about having a fire pit. It seems that folks living 
in the area of Parking Lot 13, gathering during the 
summertime for cocktails, thought, “Wouldn’t it be 
lovely to  have a fire to gather around in a big, open 
spot between the trees?”  The Township said - 
“Open fires are fine.”  Crosslands Maintenance said 
- ”Yeah, you can have one at your place.” Appar-
ently the relevant KCC “officials” discussed this 
idea and considered installing fire pits at each of 
the four communities. 

Then we discovered that the fire pit was no 
longer at Ellerslie. It was gone! Later, however, the 
fire pit re-appeared at Ellerslie. Aha! What was hap-
pening here?  

In the second week of January I got in touch 
with Steve Madsen, Assistant Facilities Director, to 
ask what was going on. Basically, they (KCC) are 
doing a “test run” with the current fire pits. They’re 
giving them a trial run to see how they work out. 
Are they popular? If folks like having them and use 
them, KCC intends to replace them with bigger, nic-
er ones. The placement of the one on the Ellerslie 
terrace is temporary. Assuming bigger, better ones 
are installed later, they will be located in dedicated, 
larger locations, with more room for folks to gather 
around. When? “Maybe in the coming year.”  And 
the appearing-disappearing-reappearing one? They 
had removed it from Ellerslie briefly for some spe-
cial event and then returned it. Hope they were able 
to light it!   

Margaret Camp 

The Camera Club, then and now 
In an ordinary year, the Camera Club holds 

10 monthly meetings of its members,  sponsors 
about 10  community-wide programs in the Wil-
liam Penn Room, holds workshops and photo-
sharing events in the Brooke Worth room, and on 
occasion leads a field trip to visually interesting 
spaces such as the Grounds for Sculpture 
(Hamilton, NJ, in 2019.).  

And then the pandemic 
struck!  For four months 
(March through June, 
2020), all events were 
cancelled or postponed. 
Then it became evident 
that the available tech-
nology (Zoom) was well 
designed for Camera 
Club use. Presentations 
and meetings resumed 
and the Crosslands 
community has been 
treated to monthly pro-
grams available by 
Zoom and over TV 
channel 13.  These 

have been entertaining and well “attended”, 
Will the Camera Club presentations ever 

return to the William Penn room? The Club’s 
members hope so!  When, though, is another 
question! 

Bob Suter 

Photo taken by Bob Ship-
man for the Camera Club 
show in November 
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What’s New at Ellerslie? 

The Ellerslie Farmhouse contains all the 
basic amenities of a house well designed for so-
cial occasions: two large sitting rooms with an 
annex, a large dining room and kitchen, and up-
stairs, four bedrooms and two baths.  

But Ellerslie is now almost 200 years old. 
The Savery family updated the house many 
times, adding a “bathhouse” (details unknown) 
at the back of the first floor, and a large upstairs 
bathroom over the kitchen (gone now). The 
house was electrified in 1928. But much of the 
house does not suit the tastes of 21st century 
guests, being a little dissatisfied by the uncom-
fortable squeaky beds and the antiquated bath-
rooms.  Over the last few years, the mattresses 
have been changed out, and bed linens  and 
curtains upgraded, and cleaning and painting 
occurred. In addition, the House Committee 
over the years has arranged for the recovering 
and/or replacement of some of the furniture in 
the “public rooms”, and the replacement of the 
dining room table and chairs.  The lockdown, 
when no guests have been allowed in, was the 
perfect time to upgrade the bathrooms 
(removing the old tubs and installing new walk-
in showers, replacing the fixtures, leveling the 
floors) and to plan for the renovation of the 

“antique” kitchen (to 
take place this spring). 
In addition, a fire es-
cape has been planned 
so that the second-floor 
bedrooms have an al-
ternate exit in case of 
fire. And a fire pit has 
been placed on the pa-
tio! See picture here 
and article on page 7. 

Hopefully, in the summer of 2021, when 
Ellerslie is again open for social events and 
sleeping accommodations, all the 
residents of Crosslands can par-
ticipate in Ellerslie-centered 
events, such as the al fresco 
lunchtime dining on the patio, and 
the evening gatherings around the 
new firepit (as yet to open for 
business). For an instant, it almost 
seemed as if they were planning 
al fresco bathroom events as well 
(see picture) but that was an artifact of the reno-
vation procedures. 

The history of the Ellerslie house and 
farm is a fascinating story  told in the small 
booklet written by Robert H. Wilson in 1982 
which was commissioned by the Crosslands 
Residents Association for the fifth anniversary of 
Crosslands. The property itself had been in the 
Webb and Savery families for 250 years, but the 
house itself was built in 1828 by Mary and Ste-
ven Webb as a wedding present for their sec-
ond son, Ellis. Interestingly, the wedding never 
happened and Ellis lived there alone and the 
farm prospered. The Ellerslie farm and house 
were sold by Sarah Savery in the mid 1970’s 
and formed the basis for the Crosslands devel-
opment.  

 While the Webb and Savery families 
were Quaker, the name “Ellerslie”  has no 
Quaker roots but was taken from a novel pub-
lished in 1810 about Sir William Wallace , a 
Scottish warrior. Ellerslie was the name of his 
castle.  

Julie Knobil 

Singlewire Emergency Broadcast 

When you moved to Crosslands you filled 
out a form where you wrote the phone number 
you wanted to use as the contact information in 
the resident phone/email directory. This number 
will also be used for Singlewire (emergency no-
tifications) and SARA (door check). Did you 
know that Singlewire calls residents when meal 
delivery or dining room hours are changed 
(usually because of weather), to remind us to 
wear our nametags on vaccination day, or to let 
us know urgent information? Singlewire can do 
almost anything!  It can call landlines or cell 
phones, alert staff phones and computers, 
etc.  What Singlewire does depends on the in-
formation residents provide when they move to 
Crosslands. Please note that Singlewire com-
munications come from a 302 area code (302-
600-1311) so do not delete or disregard calls 
from that number. 

 You can make changes in your contact 
phone number(s) for Singlewire or SARA by fill-
ing out the form available on the web site enti-
tled  Email/Phone Registration for all Residents 
of Kendal-Crosslands Communities or by giving 
it to the Crosslands Front Desk Ambassador  
Carol Hartmann. You may also phone her at 
(610) 388-1441. 

Diana Stevens 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 
 
 
 

Bunny Lawton               # 154 
In some ways for Bunny, moving to 

Crosslands was moving back to her roots. She 
and sister Becky were “faculty brats” at 
Westtown School where their mother tutored, 
and their father taught and was head of school. 
Growing up on the Westtown campus was idyllic 
with the lake, pool, tennis courts, lots of open 

space, and a family-oriented 
atmosphere. Bunny’s mother 
lived at Kendal for twenty years 
so Bunny visited this area on a 
regular basis from her home in 
Acton, Massachusetts. 
 Words beginning with 
the letter B tell much about 
Bunny. When she headed off 
to Wells College, she thought 
she would be a history or Eng-

lish major. The biology faculty was outstanding, 
so she changed her mind, majored in biology, 
and after graduation taught biology at Hood Col-
lege and then Germantown Friends.  

B is for books. Bunny has already joined 
the Kennett Library. She worked at the Acton 
town library and high school library before her 
work as administrative assistant for the Acton 
school superintendent. After retirement, Bunny 
volunteered for the Acton library. Her late hus-
band Gary was in the book business, represent-
ing at various times Westminster, Johns Hop-
kins, and Harvard University Presses.  

B is for birds. Bunny, an active birder, car-
ries her field glasses on walks at Ken-
dal~Crosslands and wherever she travels. Bun-
ny was active in the Massachusetts Audubon 
Bluebird Program and is looking forward to fol-
lowing Crosslands bluebirds.  

B is for bells. With many years’ experi-
ence handbell ringing, Bunny is looking forward 
to finding a bell ringing group in the area once 
restrictions are lifted. 

B is for board service for “A Friend in 
Need”, an Acton program that makes a differ-
ence by providing immediate assistance to peo-
ple with unexpected critical needs, whether it 
was by writing a check to keep the electricity on 
or paying the landlord rent to prevent eviction.   

The last B is for bucket list. On the top of 
Bunny’s list is getting through COVID-19, so she 

can visit her daughter Becky in North Carolina 
and travel to California to visit son Andy and 
family (including two grandchildren and the star 
of their menagerie, Joey, a 175-pound pet 
pig).  In addition, Bunny is looking forward to be-
coming an integral, involved member of the 
Crosslands Community.  

Diana Stevens  
  
Save our Trees!  Woodland  

Workers to the Rescue! 
For almost forty years, groups of Cross-

lands residents have worked to Save Our Trees 
(SOT)—first, under the leadership of KCC 
Grounds Supervisor Mark Swick, now led by his 
successor, Casey Groff, and new Arboretum As-
sistant Nicole DeLizzio. This year, joining them 
on Thursday afternoons, 1 to 3 pm, have been 
up to fifteen residents wielding clippers, loppers, 
and saws. Staff bring more dangerous imple-
ments: an ATV mower, a mini-bulldozer (the 
“Bobcat”) with a powerful mower (the 
“Ambusher”), and chain saws. Critical to our suc-
cess is a mini-sprayer that Nicole uses for the 
pin-point application of herbicides to cut stumps. 
Otherwise, the stump of an undesirable vine or 
shrub may produce three or four replacement 
plants. 

The enemies include strangling vines 
(grape, Oriental bittersweet, and Japanese hon-
eysuckle). We can observe the damage inflicted 
by vines in the twisted limbs of walnut trees on 
the left side of the service road between Cross-
lands and Kendal. Clearing Walnut Valley trees 
of vines was one of the first missions of the vine 
cutters. Since then, the mission has expanded to 
removing alien shrubs (Asian honeysuckle, Euro-
pean privet, autumn olive, burning bush, and 
multiflora rose). Alien shrubs do not provide food 
for mammals, and most—especially multiflora 
rose—have nasty thorns. Another volunteer-
assisted project is tree planting. Beginning next 
summer, Woodland Workers will join staff in 
maintaining young tree plantations. 

This season, our work began with an af-
ternoon of clearing invasive vines and shrubs in 
the edge of the woods behind Dyer and Evans 
followed by a morning of planting trees—ninety-
one planted, tubed, and staked in an hour and a 
half! In the same area, we spent two afternoons 
preparing the  site for the  relocated Native  Plant  

continued on the next page 
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Preserve before moving 
to its new location. In the 
West  Meadow  we did 
maintenance on the trail 
along the central hedge-
row. Next, we moved to 
Walnut Valley where we 
cleared the upper valley 

of fallen limbs and a fallen 
tree. At the bottom of the valley, we pushed into 
the East Woods clearing tangles of autumn olive, 
honeysuckle, privet, and grape vines to expose 
an old well and the ruins of a spring house. 

   We will spend 
the rest of the season work-
ing in the North Valley. 
While Casey demolishes 
huge shrub olives from the 
safety of the cab of the Bob-
cat, the foot soldiers will cut 
back the veil of multiflora 
rose, privet, and honeysuckle 
obscuring Cartmel Run.  

  Our goal this season is to complete 
freeing the trees on the Crosslands Drive side of 
Cartmel Run from grape vines and to make a be-
ginning on the northeast side. Across the run, a 
huge tulip poplar tree pleads to be relieved from 
its mantle of vines. 

  Since September, the following 
twenty-three residents have volunteered a total 

of 257 hours to maintain and 
improve our woods: Jennifer 
Allcock, Kris Arcuri, Dennis Ar-
rouet, Joan Baker, Charlie Bar-
ber, John Barbis, Sid Brookes, 
Phoebe Driscoll, John Funk, 
Ruth Galantino, Paul Grinwis, 
Woody Gross, Dick and Mary 
Kay Hayden, Ben James, Flor-
ence Lim, Judy Mason, Peg 
Parker, Jim Sharp, Bob Ship-
man, Paul Stevens, Garry 
Stone, and Bob Suter. Besides 

Casey Groff and Nicole DeLizzio, staff members 
assisting include Craig Bennett, Julio Guzman, 
Michael Painter, and Martha Stephens. 

Garry Stone, Woodland Worker Coordinator 
Crosslands Nature Conservancy Committee 

 

March 2021 Movies     

Little Women (2019) 
Saturday, March 6 — 7:15 pm  Zoom /TV 13 

   Director Greta Gerwig’s inventive take on 
Louisa May Alcott’s nineteenth-century coming-of
-age novel that has remained popular to this day. 
Moving back and forth in time, Gerwig follows the 
lives of the four March sisters, with their con-
trasting personalities, ambitions, and fates. With 
an all-star cast including Saoirse Ronan, Emma 
Watson, Laura Dern and Meryl Streep. 
130 minutes - English with subtitles 

  
 Wild Strawberries (1957) 

Thursday, March 11 — 7:15 pm — Zoom/TV 13 

 Ingmar Bergmann’s classic study of a 76-
year old man who, sensing his own mortality, 
tries to come to terms with the life he has lived to 
date. Dr. Isak Borg (Viktor Sjöström), profession-
ally successful and socially polished, undertakes 
a day-long drive to his alma mater, the University 
of Lund, there to receive an award for his life’s 
work. On the way, he visits places and encoun-
ters situations that remind him of his professional 
successes, personal disappointments, and inabil-
ity to form fruitful personal relationships, even 
with those who should be closest to him. The 
cast includes the usual members of Bergmann’s 
1950s troupe, including Ingrid Thulin, Bibi An-
dersson, and Gunnar Björnstrand. 
 91 minutes— Swedish with English subtitles 
  

Notting Hill (1999) 
Saturday, March 20 —7:15 pm — Zoom /TV 13 

  Julia Roberts plays a Hollywood superstar 
tired of the surreal existence she leads as a me-
dia icon and looking for a normal man with whom 
to form a relationship. Will this spectacularly suc-
cessful actress find happiness with the unassum-
ing proprietor of a bookshop in London’s Notting 
Hill (Hugh Grant), and will she experience nor-
malcy with his circle of eccentrics who see them-
selves as failures? 
124 minutes — English with English subtitles 

Ron Broude 
 
 
 
 

Walnut  Run spring house 

Careful removal of  
multiflora rose 

Vine-covered 
tulip tree 
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CRA CONCERNS SESSION 
Tuesday, March 16 — 10 am—Zoom 

 
 

CRA Fundraising for 2021-2022 

It’s that time of the year for our annual 
CRA fund drive.  By having the fund drive in 
March, we know in April what our donations level 
is and can accurately plan the budget for the 
next fiscal year, July 2021-June 2022.  Of the 
100+ activities and committees on campus, we 
provide operating funds for about 60 of 
them.  Some are modest and some are signifi-
cant, with the various music and forum events 
among the higher.  Our hats off to the organizers 
this last year who found ways to brings us enter-
tainment and education during the pandem-
ic.  We expect this next year to be closer to nor-
mal.  Look for the appeal letter and contribute 
what you can for the benefit of the entire com-
munity.  Checks made out to the CRA may be 
deposited in the CRA Annual Fund Drive box by 
the front of the Center. 

Ben James,  
CRA Treasurer 2020-2021 

 
 

 
 

 

 Edible Wild Plants 
Speaker:  Lee Peterson 

Tuesday, March 9 – 11:00am – Zoom/TV13 

     Lee Peterson, 
author of A Field 
Guide to Wild Edible 
Plants of Eastern 
and Central North 
America, will dis-
cuss edible wild 
plants that may be 
available now or 
soon in our ar-
ea.  His discussion 
will also include the 
do’s and don’ts as 
well as the joys of 
collecting.  Please 
join us for this inter-
esting and unusual 
presentation. 

  Elizabeth Rhoads 

TUESDAY EDITION The New Multipurpose Room! 

 Remember the Sports Room? It has a 
new name — The Multipurpose Room! Various 
people have been hard at work to bring this 
space into the 21st century. Scottish dancers, 
ping-pong players, billiards aficionados, movie 
night fanatics, football fans, exercise groups, 
the MPR is ready for you.  
 Here’s what you will find inside: 

• Wall mounted 75” 4K HDTV, Verizon Fios       
 service 

• Cherry cabinetry below for storage 

• 2 ping-pong tables 

• 1 pool table 

• Cherry wall unit for storage 

• Newly sheet-rocked and painted walls 

• 1 wall of mirrors 

• Refinished floors 

• Floor markers for Scottish dancing 

• LED lighting 

• Touchless entry/exit doors 

• New food/refreshment prep area with sink 
• Touchless water bottle filler 

 

       
 

 
 Picture your next gathering here! It is a 
very versatile space ready for whatever your 
imagination conjures up. Now we just need to 
wave goodbye to some of the restrictions in 
place due to Covid. There’s hope! In the mean-
time, put on your thinking caps about creative 
ways to use this space. 

The Fitness Advisory Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Touchless water bottle filler 
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Revitalization at Kendal~Crosslands 

 The dictionary defines revitalizing as re-
newing, repairing, recharging, refreshing. Revi-
talization at Kendal~Crosslands encompasses 
those concepts. Why is revitalization needed at 
Kendal~Crosslands? The infrastructure, includ-
ing buildings and utilities, are showing signs of 
age at 45+ years and in some cases, starting to 
fail. Revitalization is also not about expanding 
the number of units at Kendal~Crosslands. It is 
about creating a better balance of large and 
small units while replacing units that have been 
removed from inventory over the last several 
years from unit combinations and the 
“decommissioning of Woolman”.     
 In November 2019, Lenhardt Rodgers Ar-

chitecture + Interiors was engaged by Ken-
dal~Crosslands to guide the community through 
the Revitalization process. Joyce Lenhardt and 
her team started work on the project January 7, 
2020. They have been diligent throughout the 

pandemic in working to “translate KCC’s vision 
and goals into right-sized architectural solu-
tions”.   
 How are Joyce and her team determining 

KCC’s vision and goals? By getting feedback 
and input from KCC residents, future residents, 
the KCC Board and staff, led by Seth Beaver, 
Senior Director of Resident and Community Af-

fairs and Capital Projects.  Questionnaires, focus 
groups, resident meetings, and design char-
rettes are four methods that have been used to 
get residents’ involvement and ideas. In addition, 
Seth, Joyce, and her team have had many email 

and phone conversations about Revitalization 
with residents.  Seth  and Joyce are committed 
to involving residents in Revitalization and are 
committed to collaboration and transparency. 

Revitalization plans are a “living document” 
based on the idea that the Kendal~Crosslands 
community needs to be intelligent and flexible in 
moving forward.  

 A common question and source of confu-
sion is, “Where do the Mott and Woolman pro-
jects fit into Revitalization?” In a nutshell, they 
are two separate things.  Revitalization is looking 
more globally at our campuses and how they will 

develop over many years. Residents who at-
tended the Revitalization  charrettes  may  recall  

 that the Mott and Woolman projects were not 
discussed, except that there may become a 
need for possible locations for bus parking, the 
transportation office, and storage once the Mott 
area construction begins. The ideas residents 
presented during the charrettes to solve these 
problems be considered as planning continues. 

Moving forward, watch your email, the 
Crosslands website, and TV 9 for information 
about the long-term plans for Revitalization and 
the shorter-term plans for the Mott and Wool-
man areas..Then plan to attend as many meet-
ings as possible to provide your ideas.  

Do keep in mind that meetings about Re-
vitalization and Mott and Woolman are two dif-
ferent things. 

 Diana Stevens 

Looking ahead - 
Easter Parade on Sunday, April 4! 

Wear your fanciest (goofiest, wackiest) hat to 
join the fun!  Details to follow in April! 
 

Website Hint:  
 Did you know that from the Cross-
lands Website you can easily visit Ken-
dal’s website and locate their events hap-
pening on Zoom by clicking on Visit Our 

Friends: Kendal at 
Longwood? You 
can do this any  
time.  You'll  find that 
link at the very top of 
every page of the 
Crosslands Website 
in the green bar.   
 We encour-
age you to visit them 
often to see what our 

Kendal at Longwood friends have 
planned! 

https://www.kalresweb.org/
https://www.kalresweb.org/
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Snow in February 
We have had at least 18 inches of snow 

so far this year. It has mostly been a drifting, 
lazy fall, turning the campus into a lovely series 
of black and white sketches. They say that 
“snowflakes are one of a kind, like fingerprints”-
- and like footprints and pawprints in the fallen 
snow. The snow has been, as of this writing, 
falling, evaporating, renewing itself, and re-
minding us of childhood - our own, perhaps of 
our parenthood in winter, or of our favorite win-
ter sports. Perhaps of more abstract things like 
purity, beauty, joy, the miracles of nature.  
 One of the fun things about snow is the 
game of trying to recognize which animals have 
crossed it, leaving their paw prints. This has 
been difficult because the initial prints have been 
very light in the powder. But certainly it is intri-
guing to try to identify the trail of deer, foxes, 
rabbits, geese of course, and lots of dogs. Can 
you identify these prints?               Betty Nathan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Scott’s Pond shows plenty of tracks 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Resident trackmakers! photo by Mary Barlow 
         

 
 

‘Special’ Culinary Services  
 We are grateful to John Platt and his ar-
my of food services workers who prepare and 
deliver meals to our doors. Did you know that 
there is another army that delivers meals (bird 
seed) to our hungry birds?  Dale Kendall buys 
25-lb bags of seed (administration reimburses 
her) and delivers it to Karen Satterthwaite who 
schedules her team to fill the feeders around 
Firbank and Audland when the weather per-
mits. If you would like to help, call Karen.  

Backyard Birding 

 Twenty-two residents of our communities 
joined in the four-day Great Backyard Bird 
Count event. We participated on only one day, 
Saturday, February 13, and spent 48  man-
hours, some of us by watching our feeding sta-
tions while the hardier among us actually 
roamed outside. 40 different species were ob-
served! The commonest birds seen were Euro-
pean starlings, white-throated sparrows, cardi-
nals, juncos, house finches, pine siskins, doves, 
red-wing blackbirds and bluebirds.  Dale Kendall 
sends our findings to the national database in 
eBird and will provide a more comprehensive 
report for us on the web site.   What a pleasant 
diversion for us in this cold and snowy weather! 

House finch and Junco 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 Due to unresolved technological and 
equipment problems, Channel 13 is currently 
not available in the area of campus from 
Apartments 215-250.  Channel 9 is available, 
although the picture quality is poor.  The Ad-
ministration is working with Tom’s TV to ex-
plore possible solutions, but a full solution to 
the problem is likely to take some time. 

Les Small 
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Mon., Mar 1    NAME TAG DAY 
    CRA  Board Meeting: 
    All residents invited!  
             10 am, Zoom/TV13 
Tues., Mar 2   Forum Committee: Civil War  
    Ground-breaking History. 
    Speaker: Fergus Bordewich.  
    7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Thurs., Mar 4  Residents Zoom Hour: 
              4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Fri., Mar 5       Opera Lecture: Presenter: 
    Bob Rowland. “Carmen”. 
              4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Sat., Mar 6      Movie Committee:  
    “Little Women”, 7:15 pm, Zoom 
Mon., Mar 8    Healthy and Wise: Weight man- 
    agement... 11 am, Zoom/ TV13 
    Residents Zoom Hour: 
    7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Tues., Mar 9   Tuesday Edition: Edible Wild 
    Plants. Speaker: Lee Petersen,  
    11 am, Zoom/TV13 
    Music Committee: Jason  
    Buckwalter, Kimberley Christi,  
              and Andrew Stewart 7:30 pm,  
    Zoom/TV13 
Wed., Mar 10  Poetry Group:4 pm, Zoom 
    March Birthday Celebration: 
    5-6 pm, Zoom, see Phyllis  
    Wenner to join. 
    Kendal Concert: Charles 
    Abramovic, 7:15 pm, Zoom 
    See Kendal website Zoom link 
Thurs., Mar 11Residents Zoom Hour: 
    4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
    Movie Committee: “Wild  Straw- 
    berries”, 7:15 pm, Zoom/TV13     
Sat., Mar 13    Light & Lively: Rajeer Alford  
    and Elena Camp, 7:30 pm,  
    Zoom/TV13 
Sun., Mar 14   Group Walk-About,:11 am-noon  

Mon., Mar 15   NAME TAG DAY 

 

Mon., Mar 15   Book Review: Presenter:  
    John Hurt, Books for COVID  
     Reading,  11 am, Zoom/TV13 
     Residents Zoom Hour: 
     7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Tues., Mar 16  CRA Concerns Session:: 
    10 am, Zoom 
              Forum Committee: Fire Man- 
    agement. Speaker: Erik  
    Stefferud, 7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Wed., Mar 17  St. Patrick’s Day  
    Update on Mott/Woolman 
    Seth Beaver et al., 1 pm 
    Zoom/TV13 
Thurs., Mar 18 Residents Zoom Hour: 
    4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Fri., Mar 19     Camera Club: Boats Zoom 
    7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Sat., Mar 20    Movie Committee:  “Notting  
    Hill”, 7:15 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Mon., Mar 22  Great Decisions: Moderators  H. 
    and J. DeWolff. Brexit and the  
              EU, 9:45 am, Zoom/TV13 
    Healthy and Wise: Weight man-
    agement... 11 am, ZoomTV13 
Tues., Mar 23 Music Committee: Jennifer  
    Nicole Campbell, piano, 
    7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Wed., Mar 24  Kendal Concert:  James  
              Anemone, 7:15 pm, Zoom 
    See Kendal website Zoom  link 
Thurs., Mar 25 Residents Zoom Hour: 
     4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Fri., March 26  Opera Lecture: Presenter: 
     Bob Rowland, “Don Giovanni” 
     4 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Sun., Mar 28    Palm Sunday 
Mon., Mar 29   Residents Zoom Hour: 
    7:30 pm, Zoom/TV13 
Tues., Mar 30 Nature Conservancy: Speaker: 
    Paul Meyer, Kazakhstan and the 
    Altai Mountains.7:30 pm, Zoom/ 
    TV13 

 


