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WHAT THE CROSSLANDS WOOD SHOP WORKERS MISS….. 
 

When asked what he misses about working in the Wood Shop during the current shut down, 
Mike Duffy, Wood Shop chair, replied “getting sawdust in my shoes”. His fellow Wood Shop workers, 
Merritt Cleaver, George Gillespie, Ben James, Jeana Levinthal, Dan Mitchell, and Pete Silvia, also 
miss sawdust in their shoes as well as the opportunity to create, repair, sharpen skills, and learn.   

 After the spring shutdown, the Wood Shop crew did an ex-
tensive reorganization of the Shop (located in the basement of the 
Center) to improve efficiency and safety. When the Shop reopens 
after the current shut down, residents will be able to visit, with safety 
protocols in place, between 10 and 12 noon to leave an item for re-
pair or discuss a project they’d like done. Members have a wide 
range of expertise from sharpening knives, scissors, and pruners to 
building, refinishing, and repairing furniture to fabricating missing or 
seriously damaged furniture parts to doing minor electrical repairs 
and metal work. Residents may also purchase and/or order Pete’s 
bowls and Jeana’s animals as well as wooden boxes, foot stools, 
tables, custom brackets for shelves, and bookcases made to order 
by Shop workers.  

The Wood Shop’s philosophy is: “If you can envision it, we 
can make it…within reason.” While one 
worker noted they are expert at repairing 
furniture, repairing relationships is not in their job description. When a 
resident comes to the shop to discuss a furniture repair or refurbishing, a 
shop staff member will give an honest assessment of whether the job is 
worth doing and if it is not, will offer ideas of how the item might be re-
purposed. For example, a table that was beyond repair was made into a 
handsome tray. 
A reason the Wood Shop committee 
can do so much high-quality work is 
not only because of the workers’ skills 
and experience, but also because of 
the huge range of hand and power 
tools in the shop. The power tools in-

clude table saw, jointer, router table, band saws, mortiser, wood 
and metal lathes, hand drills, burnishing and sharpening tools, 
chop saw, radial arm saw,15” planer, and drill press. On their wish 
list is a 20” planer and a new drill press. In addition, across the hall 
from the Wood Shop is a fully equipped finish room where painting and staining take place. 

         continued on page 3 
 

 
 
 
 

Mike Duffy in the reorganized Wood Shop 

Merritt Cleaver from Kendal and  
his elegant new cabinet doors 

The paint shop annex of the Wood Shop 



 
 
 

One fundamental difference between 
Crosslands and so many other retirement com-
munities is that Independent Living residents 
control so much of their lives. We do not have 
an Activity Director and we are not a Country 
Club.  Crosslands residents staff over 100 com-
mittees and activities (such as the Needlers, 
Wood Shop, A/V Committee, Music Committee, 
Chess Club, Energy Committee and the Quaker 
Worship Group, to name but a few) which pro-
vide avenues for our varied interests and pas-
sions.  

As Sara Jane Withers put it “… the CRA 
is just us, neighbors, banded together to make 
our community lively, fun, and enriching. It’s just 
us, working together for our community.”  To 
use the vernacular, we run the joint (at least the 
activities). 

Crosslands functions so well because so 
many of us are participating in our many activi-
ties. Not only are we having fun, but we are 
serving our community.  This service is satisfy-
ing, not a sacrifice.  Our satisfaction comes be-
cause we are making a difference.  We are 
making things better for everyone. 

I often ask myself how can I make a dif-
ference.  For a number of years, I was deeply 
involved in an off-campus political activi-
ty.  When my involvement there declined, I 
agreed to join the CRA Board.  The next year, I 
was asked to be CRA President.  This year has 
been satisfying.  As a life-long techie, Zoom 
does not intimidate me.  In fact, I’ve enjoyed 
mastering Zoom and then helping others use it 
and to master it.  Now with the help of so many 
of you, it is satisfying to figure out ways to use 
Zoom to bring our community together.   

As CRA President, I have been reminded 
repeatedly that we as neighbors are a team.  In 
fact, our whole community is a team.  Neighbors 
help neighbors.  Teammates help team ma-
tes.  If you are asked to be a CRA Director or an 
Officer, consider it an honor that your neighbors 
think so highly of you that they are willing to en-
trust this responsibility to you. 

As Ben James recently put it “If you are 
approached by the nominating committee in 
2021, please take time to think about your re-
sponse, including considering the role as an op-
portunity.”   

David  Rhoads 

 
 

…the Sunflower Shop netted $ 750 from the 
plant and wreath sale? 
…the brown paper bags in which salads and 
desserts come can have a second life before 
they head to the blue recycle bins? They can be 
used  

to ripen fruit;  
to wrap small gifts, 
to clean windows or mirrors,  
to make paper bag puppets, book covers,  
          paper mache, and paper chains 
 as paper for drawing, painting, or making 

notes.  
…the piles of shredded leaves seen on campus 
may be collected by residents to mulch their 
gardens? 
…the next time you are allowed to walk at Ken-
dal you can check out the trees planted at the 
Glade (next to the Sunrise Trail behind the Old 
Kennett Meetinghouse) by teams of three so-
cially distanced people, one to dig the hole, the 
second to put the tree and dirt in the hole, and 
the third to stake and tube the tree? 

Diana Stevens     

FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT DID YOU KNOW THAT….. 
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Do you know what a paraprosdokian is? 
They are linguistic brain scramblers in which 
the latter part of the sentence isn't what you 
expected, causing you to re-think the entire 
statement. Watch for examples in this issue. 
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When asked when he thinks the saw 
dust will return to his shoes, Mike hazarded a 
guess and speculated, “Valentine’s Day”. At 

whatever time it hap-
pens, Crosslands 
residents will be 
ready to discuss re-
pairs and projects 
with the Wood Shop 
team who offer ex-
pert advice, design 
knowledge, and 
problem solving – all 

for the very reason-
able rate of $8.00 

per hour. The Wood Shop’s earnings benefit 
the Crosslands Residents Association.  

Diana Stevens 
Photos by Paul Stevens 

 

2020 AFSC REPORT 

After a successful sale of Christmas 
items, the AFSC shed will soon have space for 
other donations. As you may use the winter 
months to sift and sort your belongings, please 
keep in mind the following maxim – if you did 
not use an item in the past two years, you prob-
ably never will!  In any event, we can accept 
most household goods and small furniture, but 
because of limited storage space, if you want to 
donate anything larger than a chair or an end 
table, please call one of the Coordinators first.. 

Certain items we cannot accept because 
they do not sell, so do NOT bring books, exer-
cise equipment, blinds, curtains or curtain rods. 

During 2020, 169 large bags of clothing 
donations were collected in the Woolman lobby 
and sorted and distributed to AFSC, Goodwill, 
and His Mission. 

During the past year, $4,464 was donat-
ed to the American Friends Service Committee 
for items sold in the shed. We are very grateful 
for your continued support during these difficult 
times. Please continue to visit the shed, but on-
ly one at a time, and let us know if you have 
any questions.  

 AFSC Coordinators: Jennifer Allcock, Betsy 
Walker, and Joan Applegate 

                               ***** 
"If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong."  
                    Sir Winston Churchill 
"War does not determine who is right ... only who is 
left."            Bertrand Russell 

 

 

Pete Silvia from Cartmel at the lathe. 

YOU CAN DO IT!!!! 

Congratulations to our readers who 
have survived annus horribilus, and now look 
to the New Year for a tidal change in our for-
tunes. One thing we know for sure, the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic has caused a 
surge in the plastic containers accumulating 
in our trash and recycle containers. We are 
not yet drowning in plastic, and our hope is to 
stem the tide before we are totally inundated.  

Why not make a New Year’s Resolution to 
dispose of the plastic containers by following 
these simple Guidelines:  

 

PUT IN THE TRASH all plastic containers 
that have a #6 on them. The most com-
mon #6 container opens like a clamshell 
and is used to deliver salad and dessert.  

PUT IN THE TRASH all plastic containers 
that have #3 and #6, such as the small 
round containers that are used to some 
condiments. 

PUT IN THE TRASH all soup containers. 
They’re not plastic, and not recyclable.   

PUT IN TRASH all plastic tops; they are con-
sidered projectiles.  

RECYCLE all big plastic containers that are 
used to deliver the main meal. Rinse out 
these containers before putting them into 
the recycle bin. Other plastic containers to 
recycle are: #1,2,4,5,or 7. 

REMEMBER, if you can’t see the num-
bers, or you can’t remember where to 
put it,   

     THROW IT IN THE TRASH! 
Lyn Back 
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 THE MUSIC COMMITTEE — 
THEN AND NOW 

  
 
 
 Traditionally, the Music Committee 
(about 12 members) meets 3 times a year to 
choose the artists to invite for the 17 concerts 
scheduled between September and June.  Be-
cause fine musicians are much in demand, 
these invitations must be extended as much as 
a year in advance. Anne Gross makes up the 
schedule, invites the performers and sends 
contracts, as well as corresponding with the 
musicians about details. Co-chair Elizabeth 
Rhoads takes care of everything financial, as 
well as making the beautiful posters and pro-
grams and communicating with the website. 
Other Music Committee members deal with the 
piano tuner or the Chronicle’s early deadlines 
or the monthly forms for Housekeeping and 
AV. (These pre-concert obligations are time-
consuming, and we always need to find n 
Cjronic;e page ew committee members who 
are well-organized self-starters to keep all this 
going! Are you willing to volunteer?) Each artist 
or group has a Music Committee host who is 
responsible on the concert day for the logistics, 
such as setting up the appropriate chairs and 
music stands onstage, checking the position of 
the piano, providing an attractive flower ar-
rangement to enhance the décor, and ensuring 
water is available to slake the parched throats 
of the artists in the “Green Room” where the 
artists congregate before the performance. 
The host then announces the artists to start 
the concert.  

All this worked very well un-
til…….COVID-19 struck. How does the Music 
Committee manage concerts when the Center 
is closed and the William Penn room is not 
available, and the performers are not allowed 
on campus?  

First, the Music Committee decided that 
contracts were to be honored last spring; even 
if the performer were not able to come, they 
would still be paid for the March through May 
concerts when the center was closed. The 
CRA (Crosslands Residents Association) con-
curred. A few artists withdrew from their con-
tracts and refused payment.  Others were 
grateful as we were able to support their liveli-
hoods in a small way.  

Most classical musicians are not used 
to using technology for giving concerts; most 
do not even use microphones when they per-

form. But musicians, like the rest of the world, 
have found it necessary to use technology to 
earn a living.  Systems such as Zoom,  
YouTube, MP4 files and Google Drive all be-
gan to play a part in broadcasting concerts. 
These technologies have posed a challenge to 
our Crosslands Audio/Visual Committee who 
had to figure out how to present concerts to 
residents via their computers, and later, by uti-
lizing our local in-house television, TV 13.  We 
are indebted to the expertise and willingness of 
the A/V folks for figuring out how to do it. Many 
retirement communities have given up on 
broadcasting concerts because of the difficul-
ties in using Zoom for music, but not our in-
trepid and dedicated A/V committee!  

There are at least two unexpected ben-
efits of our leap into 21st century technology!  
• Now we are able to enjoy programs from 

far afield – all over the USA and even from 
England - as we no longer have to limit our-
selves to artists who are close by. 

• Now each of us has a front row seat at our 
programs and can enjoy the performances 
even more than before! 

Anne Gross and Elizabeth Rhoads 

 Most other Committees are affected by 
the COVID-19 lockdown as well. The Summer 
Music Committee which presents concerts in 
June, July and August at Crosslands, the Fo-
rum Committee which sponsors presentations 
and lectures, and the Light & Lively Committee 
which sponsors Saturday night performances 
of all sorts, have faced the same problems as 
the Music Committee, and we are deeply 
grateful to all the outside lecturers, artists and 
technical wizards,  and our own A/V special-
ists, who have made this all possible to keep 
the Crosslands residents in touch with the out-
side world in these troubled times.  

Almost all committees have jumped on 
the Zoom bandwagon to hold their scheduled 
meetings as well. 

The Editors 
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Rising Stars 

Tuesday, January 26 -- 7:30 pm – Zoom 

Five outstanding students from the Music 
School of Delaware will present a special pro-
gram for us.  These exceptional students have 
been chosen for showing great promise as 
young artists.  In past years we have always 
been awed by their talented musical offer-
ings.  Tune in and enjoy! 

Tricia Reed 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Quaker Foundation of Kendal Values and 
Practices: Speaker: David Jones 

Tuesday, January 5 – 7:30 pm – Zoom 

  David Jones retired from the role of Project 
Director and Vice President of Development for new 
projects for the Kendal Corporation last spring. 
KCorp is the umbrella organization for 17 non-profit 
lifecare communities around the country. Kendal at 
Longwood first opened in 1972 and was joined by 
Crosslands four years later. Cartmel and Coniston 
soon followed, and the group is now known as Ken-
dal-Crosslands Communities. 
 David graduated from Westtown School, then 
Earlham College, and received his MS in geology 
from the University of Wisconsin. At Exxon for 13 
years, he held technical and management positions 
in exploration and production. He then moved on to 
KCorp where he spent 28 years with responsibility for 
programming, marketing, and design, and construc-
tion of new communities and major expansions and 
renovations in the existing communities. 
 David was raised in a Quaker family in South-
ern Chester County, and as a result his core values 
were Friends values and consensus decision mak-
ing. During his years working at Kendal, his col-
leagues came to rely on his observations and strong 
commitment to historical values. As he was preparing 
for his retirement, Kendal Corporation asked him to 
develop programs discussing the history of Friends 
and how that history relates to living today. Soon af-
ter his retirement, the Forum Committee contacted 
him and asked him to come speak to the Crosslands 
community in order to renew our understanding of 
the foundation of our community, so that we may 
begin 2021 refreshed with an understanding of our 
historical community values. 

Mary Ann Wagner     

MUSIC COMMITTEE FORUM COMMITTEE 

Pennsylvania Chamber Ensemble 
Tuesday, January 12 -- 7:30 pm -- Zoom 

 The Pennsylvania Chamber Ensemble is 
committed to premiering and performing com-
missioned works by living composers.  It was 
founded by pianist Xun Pan and includes violin-
ist Simon Maurer, violist Agnes Maurer and cel-
list Ai-Lin Hsieh.  Their mission is to introduce as 
many new works as possible for this combina-
tion.  They spent the 2018-2019 season at the 
China Conservatory of Music in Beijing working 
with composition students.  

******** 

Are Quaker Values Alive at Crosslands Today ? 

 On Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 pm you 
will have a chance to discuss David Jones’ Forum on 
the Quaker foundations of the Kendal communi-
ties.  What did you learn about Quaker values at Ken-
dal/Crosslands?  (For reading, onsult your Kendal 
Corp. booklet Values and Practices, page 23, availa-
ble on the web site). The discussion on the 6th will 
focus on: Are the foundational values alive and well 
at Crosslands today? What are the gaps, if any? How 
do we see the values expressed in life at Cross-
lands ? Thomas Swain will lead the discussion; a 
panel of residents will respond; breakout groups will 
give all of us an opportunity to participate.  Residents 
are encouraged to attend both evenings.  

This event is sponsored by the Crosslands 
Friends Worship Group.                            Larry Flood 

 Memorial Services Committee 
Annual Memorial Service 

Thursday, January 7 — 4 pm — Zoom 

 We invite our residents, staff and inter-
ested family members to attend our annual 
Memorial Service where we will remember all 
the residents who died in 2020. The program 
will include music, readings, and prayer. 

Char Gosselink 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Monday, January 18 
— 11 am — Zoom 

 On Martin Luther 
King Day, 2021, Peter 
Lane will review this 
book about a black 
teen. his lawyer, and 
their ground-breaking 
battle for civil rights in 
the South. The book 
was published in May, 
2020. 



Reimagining Public Safety: 
Keeping Communities Safe while 

 protecting Civil Rights: 
Speakers: Al Gerhardstein and Iris Roley 
Tuesday, January 19 -- 7:30 pm -- Zoom 

Can we reimagine public safety?  Can we 
rise above the spiral of police shootings and 
mass protests?  Civil rights attorney Al Gerhard-
stein and Cincinnati Black United Front leader 
Iris Roley say 
yes.  They will join to-
gether to trace their 
twenty-year history 
working on these is-
sues in Cincinnati and 
offer ideas for next 
steps that will promote public safety while reduc-
ing reliance on arrests and incarceration.  Al 
Gerhardstein recently testified before the Penn-
sylvania legislature and suggested how these 
ideas can apply to the Keystone State.  The kill-
ings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor have 

reignited interest in Al’s and 
Iris’ work across the country, 
and this talk will give Cross-
lands residents a chance to 
learn about their effective, 
positive, and constructive 
strategies for public safety 
reform that reject racist po-
lice tactics and embrace a 
more welcoming approach 
to communities of color.  

Al Gerhardstein’s Wikipedia entry is: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Gerhardstein 

Diane Hulse 

 

COPING WITH THE LOCKDOWN – 
PART TWO 

In June 2020, the Chronicle contained an 
article “Coping with The Lockdown,” that pre-
sented a number of activities and suggestions 
that residents used to cope with the Covid lock-
down. I think at that time we fully expected that 
by now the Covid threat would be past us, and 
we would be returning to normal activities. Unfor-
tunately, it now appears that Covid will be with 
us into the foreseeable future, and the Chronicle 
decided to update its suggestions for coping with 
the virus horribilis, (to sort of borrow a term from 
Lyn Back) and present an expanded list of ways 
to preserve mental sanity during the lockdown. 

 From Lowell McMullin: 
• Feed the birds. Throw out seeds on the 

snow. (Works better when there actually is 
snow on the ground). 

• Call an old friend that you haven’t talked to in 
a loooooong time. 

• Make a list of things that you are grateful for. 
• Keep a list of small miracles. 
• Write some interesting things about your life. 

(I can second this – my father left a small 
summary of things about his parents that I 
didn’t know. I appreciated it, so I am trying to 
do the same for my kids). 

• When you start to think the whole world 
stinks, begin the day by thinking of something 
beautiful. 

Other ideas. 
• Next spring (I’m pretty sure the lockdown will 

not have ended by then) contact Ginny Con-
nolly or Mary Lou Grinwis, and enlist to walk 
the world’s favorite trails (see Chronicle of 
November 2020). 

• Call someone who lives alone. 
Find something special in someone you 

haven’t made a connection with. 
• Stop and breathe – six in, then six out, slow-

ly. Repeat as needed. 
• Stay in the present. 
• Read. Anything. 
• Watch the old movie channel (230 on my 

TV). Or Hallmark. Or Masterpiece. 
• Make a list. Of anything. It helps to get it out 

on paper. Then tear it up. 
You may have lists of your own, and if you 

do, please send them to me at Chroni-
cle@crosslandsres.org. Maybe we can do a Part 
III of Coping…. 

Larry Wood  

FORUM COMMITTEE 

BIOGRAPHIES COMMITTEE 
“WHO’S HERE AT CROSSLANDS”  

Updated January 2021 Edition 

In January a new edition of “Who’s Here 
at Crosslands” (biographies) will be distributed by 
email to all residents with email addresses.  
 A paper version, without photographs or 
contact information, will be prepared for residents 
who cannot use email. Those individuals should 
notify me if they wish to receive the print edition.  

Hollis Scarborough 
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MEET OUR NEW RESIDENTS 

George and Linda Helton     112 

  What brought George and Linda Helton, 
both with deep roots in Texas and Tennessee, 
to Crosslands, 700 miles farther north than they 
had ever lived?  Their daughter Laura, who dur-
ing her sophomore 
year at the University 
of Texas, Austin, at-
tended an outdoor 
party that was also 
attended by the 
school’s mascot, a 
Texas longhorn steer. 
That event probably 
helped Laura decide it 
was time to see an-
other part of the coun-
try, so she dropped 
out of UT and moved 
to New York City 
where she had high school friends. Laura never 
looked back and now lives with her family in 
Philadelphia. George and Linda realized that 
700 miles between them and Laura and her fam-
ily, including two grandchildren, was not ideal in 
terms of seeing them very often. So they set out 
to determine whether if they moved north, they 
could have lives of their own while being close to 
Philly. They investigated CCRC’s in southeast-
ern Pennsylvania; came to a Crosslands “Try 
Us” in 2019 and the next day began a four-
month trial move to the area. During the four 
months, they began attending the Unitarian 
Church in Wilmington and classes at the Univer-
sity of Delaware’s Osher Lifelong Learning 
(OLLI). Linda, the “planful one” of the couple, 

kept reams of notes as 
they considered the 
move north. The notes 
helped crystalize their 
decision to move to 
Crosslands, a move 
they made at just the 
right time, viz. no need 
to quarantine for 14 
days upon arrival and 
an abundance of warm 
fall days so they could 
enjoy dinner outside 
the Center and meet 

several Crosslands residents.  

George is not sure he will ever get used 
to living in the eastern part of a time zone where 
it gets dark so early and light so early the next 
day. Since the 2019-2020 winter was mild and 
pretty much snowless, George and Linda have 
not experienced a “true” Chester County winter. 
Laura has advised them that it doesn’t get cold 
here; you just need the right clothes. Since their 
move to Crosslands, the Heltons have spent 
time getting settled and organized. George is 
enjoying the poetry group while Linda, who en-
joys word puzzles and games, has started play-
ing Wednesday night bridge.  

When asked how their granddaughters 
would describe them, Linda replied, they know 
we’re game for everything, including learning to 
code from their 9-year-old grandchild. It is prob-
ably no surprise that the Heltons are game for 
everything. They are educators. Linda taught at 
both the high school and elementary school lev-
el, while George finished his career in education 
as professor of educational psychology and spe-
cial education at the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga. While working in Abilene, Texas, 
schools, George and Linda supervised the first 
dance in the 100-year history of Abilene High 
School. As early 20-somethings, they remember 
wanting to join the dancers instead of helping 
the school principal keep the lights bright in the 
gym.   

What is on the Heltons’ bucket list? They 
would like a trip back to their Texas roots and a 
visit to Big Bend National Park. 

Diana Stevens 

Liz and Ferd Thun             431 

Liz and Ferd Thun are the real thing, na-
tive Pennsylvanians. They were born, brought 
up, and educated, with one exception, in their 
home state: the exception was that Ferd went off 
to Harvard to earn his MBA.  

Ferd calls himself a River Rat, and says 
his happiest memories are of being on the water 
in a canoe or sailboat. His grandfather had a 
place in Cape Cod, and Ferd spent his summers 
there learning to sail in a rowboat and then as 
his skills improved, in bigger sail boats. He must 
have been pretty good, because he remembers 
he was asked to crew for Teddy Kennedy in a 

 
 
         continued on the next page  

January 2021 Chronicle, page 7 



continued from the previous page 

regatta. Ferd re-
members Ted as a 
“wild man,” and says 
they did pretty well in 
the race, but the 
more exciting part of 
the day was their 
harrowing drive to 
the regatta with Ted 
at the wheel. 
 Liz has fond 
memories of outdoor 
activities with her 
father. But Liz al-
ways wanted to get 
out and see the wider world. She points to the 
trip she and Ferd took to Botswana in 2008 as 
being her favorite. There was only one other 
couple on their tour, and Liz was fascinated by 
the animals they saw on safari, and the interac-
tion with native Africans. They also visited South 
Africa, as well as Zimbabwe to see Victoria Falls 
on the great Zambezi River.  

While Ferd enjoyed sailing on the Chesa-
peake Bay, and along the east coast, from 
Georgia to Maine, Liz isn’t quite so enthusiastic. 
They had a thirty-foot sailboat, and Liz says 
they slept, cooked, and ate on the boat for ex-
tended periods of time, sometimes with a friend 
along. It got pretty uncomfortable when the 
weather was bad. And when the fog descended 
along the Maine shore before GPS was availa-
ble, they found navigation challenging. 

Coming to Crosslands from Cartmel was 
not a big change, according to Liz. They had no 
difficulty when they moved in September, de-
spite the pandemic. But, with the recent shut-
down, they feel lucky to still have their place in 
Chestertown, MD, where they plan to go over 

Christmas, meeting 
up with old friends 
around the neighbor-
hood fire pit. They 
will self-quarantine 
when they return.  
Here at Crosslands, 
Liz pursues her inter-
est in golf (she still 
plays 18 holes) and 
the great outdoors. 
She was a Phys Ed 
teacher as well as a 

guidance counselor, and she enjoyed team 
sports. Liz was an NCAA official in women’s 
basketball and lacrosse.   

Ferd is a woodworker. He boasts of the 
bar he built at his fraternity house at Lehigh Uni-
versity. At their house in Chestertown, Ferd is in 
charge of scouting for firewood, hauling and 
splitting it, and feeding their wood stove, which 
partially heats their house. 

Liz and Ferd look forward to the campus 
opening up again, so they can socialize and get 
to know their neighbors. 

Lyn Back 

TUESDAY EDITION 
Lady Luck and Three Streams That 

have Defined my Life 
Speaker: Phoebe Driscoll 

Tuesday, January 12 — 11 am — Zoom 

Phoebe has been an advocate for environ-
mental issues for about seventy years. The three 
streams in her life are Winter’s Run that flows 
through the bottom of Up Hill Farm where she 
grew up in Maryland, the Wissahickon Creek that 
flows close to URY farm, the 1730’s farm in Mont-
gomery County where she and Lee raised 4 chil-
dren and  assorted animals, and  Bennett’s Run, 
our Crosslands stream. Presently she works with 
John Barbis on monitoring Bennett’s Run.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Luck has been her constant compan-
ion; on occasion when Life turned ’south’ Lady 
Luck has come to her rescue. Phoebe says “At 
eighty-eight happiness flows through me". In addi-
tion to being an ardent conservationist, she is a 
skilled horsewoman, continuing to fox hunt local-
ly.      

                                                 Floy Ervin                                                    

Bennett’s Run 

Photo by Floy 

Ervin 
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Seth Beaver 
 Congratulations are in order for Seth 
Beaver, who has been promoted from Facilities 
Director to Senior Director of Resident and 
Community Affairs and Capital Projects for Ken-
dal-Crosslands Communities, effective October 
5, 2020. In his previous position, Seth was re-
sponsible for the maintenance, grounds, and 
transportation de-
partments, and 
also for all capital 
projects on the 
four campuses 
(Kendal, Cross-
lands, Cartmel 
and Coniston). In 
his new role as 
Senior Director, 
he will report di-
rectly to Lisa Mar-
silio, CEO of Ken-
dal-Crosslands 
Communities. The directors in the Culinary and 
Environmental Services departments and his 
replacement director in Facilities will in turn re-
port to him. He will continue to be responsible 
for the daily management of the Facilities De-
partment and Capital Projects, and will also be 
responsible for larger projects like Revitaliza-
tion. As part of the leadership team, he will have 
a more strategic and broader role than his previ-
ous position. 
 Seth brings to his new role an accom-
plished background in civil and environmental 
engineering. He holds a BS in Chemical Engi-
neering from the University of Pennsylvania and 
a Masters in Environmental Engineering from 
Pennsylvania State University. He began his 
work career with UGI Corporation as a Utility 
Engineer, and thereafter with Century Engineer-
ing, Inc., where he was in charge of the civil and 
environmental portions of large-scale construc-
tion projects, including land development, envi-
ronmental permits, and utility design. 

Seth says that after working as an engi-
neer for the first 14 years of his career, he found 
a calling to work with the senior community, and 
in early 2015, he accepted employment at 
Brethren Village, a nonprofit CCRC in Lititz, PA, 
where he led a team responsible for resident 
services, including maintenance, renovations, 
grounds, security, transportation, housekeeping, 

laundry, and purchasing. He says that he has 
thoroughly enjoyed his new career path, and 
January will mark four years at KCC. 
 In his new position, Seth will be responsi-
ble for, among other things, the implementation 
of design plans for the new Health Center for 
Kendal at Longwood, and for the implementa-
tion of the Revitalization Plan. He will be work-
ing with Lenhardt Rodgers, the architects re-
tained to develop plans for the Mott area project 
and the demolition and rebuilding of Woolman. 
Seth will also have responsibility for implemen-
tation of a plan for car charging stations, a novel 
undertaking for this community. 

Seth lives on a 10-acre horse farm in El-
verson (northern Chester County) with his wife 
Kelly and son Benjamin, who will turn 2 on De-
cember 11. Seth and Kelly compete in equestri-
an competitions in dressage and eventing 
throughout the mid-Atlantic. 

He is grateful to have strong leadership 
available at KCC in the departments that will 
report to him, such as John Platt in Culinary and 
Kalli Butt in Environmental Services, whom he 
describes as skilled and passionate leaders in 
their departments. He views his role as support-
ing them in the exemplary job that they do. He 
is excited about this opportunity to broaden his 
role and ability to impact KCC. What he most 
enjoys about his job at KCC is working with and 
for the people, staff and residents alike, whom 
he says are “like no other”. 

Larry Wood 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR ADMINISTRATION 

Call for Nominations for the CRA 
Board of Directors for 2021-2022 
The nominating committee of the CRA would 

like suggestions for the CRA Board to serve for 
the 2021-2022 year. The positions to be filled are: 

President 
First Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Several Directors 
The duties of each job are described in the 

CRA Constitution which can be found on the CRA 
website. Please send your nominations to the 
Nominating Committee Chair Sara Jane Withers 
(# 242). Nominations will be accepted until Janu-
ary 22, 2021.      Sara Jane Withers 
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     Culinary Services  
Successfully Pivots Once Again 

 On November 20, another shutdown be-
gan and November 22, home meal delivery re-
sumed with one major change from  the spring  
service. Meal delivery was switched to evening 
due to residents’ preferences and to better 
mesh with staff schedules. In the spring Cross-
lands, as well as schools, colleges, and univer-
sities, were entering uncharted territory - learn-
ing how to operate during a pandemic. The 
school schedules for Crosslands high school 
staff members were fluid in the spring. Now 
they have classes in the morning and after-
noon, so can more easily work in the evening 
as they did pre-pandemic. College students’ 
schedules vary considerably. Crosslands ac-
commodates that variability by giving the stu-
dents time to join their day classes on their lap-
tops in the Center. 
 Since March Culinary Services learned a 
lot about operating during a pandemic, specifi-
cally operating home delivery. Residents now 
have the option of ordering soup by circling it 
on their weekly menu. In the spring, the only 
way to not have soup delivered was to post a 
big sign saying no soup. Salad dressing is au-
tomatically included in the daily brown bag; 
however, the option of returning unopened 
packets of salad dressing continues. Just leave 
them in a clear plastic bag in the place where 
your meal is delivered. The salad dressing 
packets are returned to the Center where they 
are sanitized, dried, and redelivered. Just as 
this edition of the Chronicle was going to press, 
Culinary Services pivoted again. Due to resi-
dents’ requests, rolls will now be delivered only 
to those who want them, and occasional ice 
cream deliveries will be offered. 
 Because of pre-planning, Culinary Ser-
vices was prepared to make sure staff were 
safe doing evening meal delivery. They wear 
reflective vests, have lights on their carts, and 
flashlights to read residents’ menus. And 
speaking of menus, please check your dinner 
bag EVERY Thursday for the 7-day menu for 
the next week. It may be stapled to the outside 
of the bag or stuck inside. Make your menu se-
lections for the following week and post the 7- 
day menu outside your home by Friday morn-
ing. And, to expedite meal delivery, avoid writ-
ing notes on the menu. It is challenging for staff 
to read/decipher notes and arrows in the dark. 

What they need to know is your choice of en-
trée and whether you want soup. That can be 
accomplished with circles around your choices. 

 Months ago, the Culinary Services staff 
started planning for meal delivery during snow 
and ice storms. As we learned during the De-
cember 16 storm, their plans worked. Weeks 
ago, they began preparation for special Christ-
mas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day 
meals which have always been Crosslands fa-
vorites. Foremost in their minds when they plan 
is the seriousness of the pandemic. They aim 
to keep residents and staff safe and well. The 
cargo container behind the Center is filled with 
disposable containers and paper goods for 
home delivery and take out. Seth Beaver and 
Steve Madsen work with John Platt to ensure 
that Crosslands stays ahead of the curve when 
it comes to these supplies. Although the con-
tainers in which residents receive their food 
may vary depending on supply issues, it is im-
portant to recycle everything that is recyclable. 
(See recycling article page 3 and photo page 
13).  
 John and his staff continue to look 
ahead to the day when residents return to the 
Center, especially to the new Café. The Town-
ship has given an occupancy permit to the Café 
seating area. By mid-January, all seating for 
that area should be in place and the area will 
be cleaned thoroughly. Work in the serving ar-
ea continues daily though the pandemic has 
caused delays in getting delivery of equipment 
and materials. In addition, staff have not been 
able to take necessary equipment training at 
the New Jersey test kitchen. Currently, it looks 
as though the Café service area will open mid-
March. 
 Culinary Services manages the Café 
Grocery, making 60-70 deliveries twice a week, 
down from 100-110 in the spring. John Platt at-
tributes the decrease to the fact that residents 
have learned to manage food deliveries from 
grocery stores. Currently, 55 residents have 
opted out of meal home delivery.  
 The Culinary Services staff’s responsive-
ness to residents’ suggestions, flexibility, crea-
tivity, teamwork, patience, and caring served 
our community well as they successfully pivot-
ed once again.  

Diana Stevens 



RESIDENT STATISTICS 
In Memoriam 

Dorothy Taylor      November 29, 2020 
Nancy Camp         December 8, 2020 
George Lewis        December 10, 2020 
Jeanne Cope         December 12, 2020 
 

ANNUAL SCAVENGER HUNT 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Friday, January 22--7:30 pm--Zoom 

 The Camera 
Club’s Scavenger Hunt 
requires members to 
seek out and create 
photographs that repre-
sent assigned con-
cepts. This year’s  thir-
teen  participants came 
up with engaging, 
artiistic, witty, and just 
plain gorgeous entries. 
Come and enjoy the 
show! 

Hollis Scarborough 

 

More paraprosdokians…. 

"Where there's a will, I want to be in it." Anonymous 

"I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not sure." Tommy 
Cooper 

CAMERA CLUB 

WEBSITE NEWS 

The Times They Are a-Changing!   

And the Website Team is trying to keep 
up!  Here is how. When there is a sudden BIG 
change – the Red Alert Banner will appear near 
the top of the Home page.  It may look like this:   
       

This Banner will be up temporarily, one day or a 
week depending on the situation.  
But you need to know more, so for more com-
prehensive information, there are a couple of 
places to look: At the VERY top of the page you 
can see a green banner with emergency num-
bers and COVID-19 information, 

 
Crosslands rules, quarantine rules, links to many 
administration memos, and links to organizations 
such as the PA Department of Health, The Cen-
ter for Disease Control, and the Chester County 
COVID-19 case data can be found here. 
  Please go to the website for more up-
dates! 

 NEW RESIDENTS  COMING! 
 
   In January 2021,  Crosslands welcomes…. 

John and Liz Caggiano  (#91 – from West 
Chester,  PA 
Bunny Test Lawton (#154 –  from Acton, MA; 
Susan Welles (#403 –  from Wilmington, DE. 

 Please consider writing a note of wel-
come for each of them and putting it in the 
inter-resident mailbox at the Center.  

Diana Stevens  
Crosslands Welcoming Committee 

Open letter from an XLC CRNCL RDR 
(a little local humor for a pandemic day)  

 I have long been concerned about 
the inefficient use of language at Cross-
lands. For example, It takes too long at din-
ner to say anything useful before dessert. 
Therefore I propose the following abbrevia-
tions for future communications. First Cross-
lands becomes XLC illustrating the principle 
that such abbreviations should contain at 
least three letters not just two. Thus our sis-
ter community would be KDC. I propose the 
following abbreviations: For the XLC apart-
ment buildings: BAB, CAB, DAB, EAB, 
GAB, RAB, and WAB: For our main dining 
room = MDR but Cafe’ is good because it is 
brief enuff. The Center becomes CNTR and 
the Reception Desk is RECENT. Patty Cha-
pin will be known as PATCH; Administration 
is ADMIN; our CEO, Lisa Marsilio becomes 
LISAM : Health Services = HEALS; House-
keeping = HSKP; Audland = ADL (not AD-
DLED) and Firbank = FBK. These sugges-
tions are provided at no additional cost to 
XLC or the CRA by DPF to LISAM , CEO of 
CRA and the XLC CRNCL.   
          DPF* 
* aka David Peaceful 
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CALENDAR 
January 2021 

Fri., Jan. 1  NAME TAG DAY 
Mon., Jan. 4  CRA  Board Meeting: 
   All residents invited! 
   10 am, Zoom  
Tues.,Jan. 5  Forum Committee: 
   Speaker: David Jones,  
   Foundation of Kendal Val- 
   ues, 7:30 pm, Zoom 
Wed., Jan. 6  Discussion:  Are Quaker  
   Values Alive at Cross- 
   lands? Moderator: Thomas  
   Swain, 7:30 pm, Zoom 
Thurs., Jan. 7 Memorial Service: 
   Annual Crosslands Resi- 
   dents Memorial Service 
   4 pm, Zoom 
Sat., Jan. 9  Light & Lively: Michaela 
   Shuchman,7:30 pm, Zoom 
Mon., Jan. 11 Residents Zoom Hour: 
   7:30 pm, Zoom 
Tues., Jan. 12 Tuesday Edition: Lady  
   Luck and Three Streams.  
   Phoebe Driscoll, 11 am, 
   Zoom 
   Music Committee:   
   Pennsylvania Chamber  
   Ensemble, 7:30 pm, Zoom 
Wed., Jan. 13 January Birthday Cele- 
   bratIon: 5-6 pm., Zoom,  
   call Phyllis Wenner to join! 
   Kendal Concert: Casimir 
   Trio, 7:15 pm, Zoom 
   See Kendal website for 
   Zoom lin 
Thurs., Jan. 14 Residents Zoom Hour: 
   4 pm., Zoom 

Fri., Jan. 15  NAME TAG DAY 
Mon., Jan. 18 Book Review: Deep Delta 
   Justice. Peter Lane. 11 am, 
   Zoom 
   Residents Zoom Hour: 
   7:30 pm, Zoom 
Tues., Jan. 19 CRA Concerns Session: 
   10 am, Zoom 
   Forum Committee:  
   Speakers: Al  Gerhardstein 
   and Iris Roley.  

          Reimagining Public Safety: 
            Keeping Communities  
            Safe while Protecting Civil  

     Rights. 7:30 pm, Zoom 
Thurs., Jan. 21 Residents Zoom Hour: 
   4 pm, Zoom 
Fri., Jan. 22  Camera Club: Scavenger 
   Hunt, 7:30 pm, Zoom 
Mon., Jan. 25 Great Decisions: The End 
   of Globalization,  Leo  
   Gilmore, Moderator.  
   9:45 am,  Zoom 
   Residents Zoom Hour: 
   7:30 pm, Zoom 
Tues., Jan. 26 Music Committee: 
   Rising Stars from the  
   Delaware Music School 
   7:30 pm, Zoom 
Wed., Jan. 27 Kendal Concert: 
   Chelsea Wang, piano 
   7:15 pm, Zoom.  
   See Kendal website  
   for Zoom link 
Thurs., Jan. 28 Residents Zoom Hour: 
   4 pm, Zoom 

What is missing ? 
Because the Center is closed, we have omitted the announcements of what was to be shown in the Gallery 
and the Showcase. We know you also miss the lovely flower arrangements that the Flower Committee cre-
ates for us in the lobby.  And the haircuts, and the trips to the Wood Shop and the Crafts Room...and the ca-
maraderie. But you can walk to the Center and enjoy the Christmas Tree with the origami stars, pick up a 
book or a puzzle from the spontaneous lending library, and enjoy the holiday décor put together by Martha 
Stephens...all outside the Main Door. 

The Editors 
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