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Crosslands Confronts Climate Change 
This year, 2020, our world changed in ways we never could have anticipated. Thanks to 

strong leadership and a dedicated staff, we at Crosslands have so far survived the Covid-19 crisis. 
We look forward to a future when a reliable vaccine will be made available to all.  

Meanwhile, the crisis of Climate Change continues to threaten us, and is a danger no vac-
cine can cure. Devastating fires and floods, melting ice caps, and rising oceans are happening all 
around us. Few deny the reality of Climate Change, but what we can do to mitigate the threat?    

Committees and working groups are actively engaged in strategies to combat the crisis local-
ly. Last fall the Energy Committees at Kendal Longwood and Kendal Crosslands took the first major 
step by jointly endorsing the goals of the Paris Agreement, to reduce carbon emissions on our cam-
puses by 50% by 2030, and reach carbon neutrality by 2050. The next step is to calculate the Ener-
gy Use Index at our campus, which will set a benchmark from which to measure our progress. Re-
ducing our dependence on fossil fuels 
can be supplemented by obtaining 
electricity from renewable sources like 
solar, wind, or geo-thermal power. 

The Climate Resilience Working 
Group (CRWG), under the leadership 
of Ben James, got underway last De-
cember with a World Café Meeting on 
the Climate Situation. This gathering 
generated enthusiasm and hundreds of 
suggestions. CRWG sees its role as 
supporting committees already en-
gaged in pursuing suggestions, as well 
as raising awareness, and educating 
our community about how changes in 
the climate impact our lives.   

On August 27, Ben James host-
ed a Zoom meeting to explain CRWG’s 
mission, and to show a video devel-
oped by George Alexander, chairman 
of Kendal at Longwood’s Energy Com-
mittee, outlining projects already under-
way on their campus to combat climate 
change. A second presentation is 
planned to explain how different weath-
er patterns and changes in climate affect agriculture and food production in our region. Future are-
as of interest include the impact of transportation on climate, plus programs on recycling, waste 
management, and possible alternatives to our dependence on beef. 

The Kendal-Crosslands Revitalization Committee, made up of residents and staff from both 
campuses, has been working with Lenhardt Rogers Architects, along with a “green” environmental 
consulting team, to develop plans for new construction and retrofitting of old or existing buildings. 
The focus will be on sustainability, adaptability, and efficient management systems for heating and 
electricity.                                                                                                                 Continued on page 3 
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FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT  
 
For many years, at the Crosslands Communi-

ty Dialog, a senior resident had a standard question 
for the then CEO, Phil DeBaun—”What is Kendal 
Corporation (KCorp) doing for KCC? What is KCC 
getting for its annual “systems” payment, now ~ $1.5 
million?” 

The Kendal System and KCorp are pillars of 
strength behind Kendal-Crosslands Communities and 
the dozen other affiliates.  They provide several ma-
jor benefits: 

• Branding.  The Kendals are considered to be 
among the best communities for older adults in the 
nation. 

• Vision statement which establishes the values for 
all the Kendals. 
•   A wide range of services are provided by 
KCorp.  The list of a score or two elements includes 
software, programs, model practices, consultancy, 
group buying and more.  The key is that KCorp has 
expertise in all these things for the affiliates to use to 
maintain their industry-leading positions. 

The history of KCorp starts with the success of 
Kendal-Crosslands starting with a grant of $300,000 
from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (Quakers) in the 
late ‘60’s to help Kendal get started.  Kendal’s first 
residents arrived in 1973 and Crosslands in 1977. 
Coniston and Cartmel came later.  KCorp was estab-
lished as Kendal Communities Development Corpo-
ration in 1991.  The first communities established out-
side the Philadelphia area were Kendal at Hanover in 
1991 and Kendal at Oberlin in 1993. 

Kendal came to be because of the vision of Lloyd 
Lewis, its founder.  Key elements of Kendal include 
having the Health Center in the same building as the 
dining room allowing Health Center residents to be 
involved in the life of the community and adhering to 
Quaker values.  

One common thread among all the affiliates in the 
Kendal System is communication among us.  We 
learn from one another.  Senior administration offi-
cials and department heads confer regularly with their 
colleagues at the other Kendal affiliates.  

In the last month, the KCC Board passed new 
bylaws making very clear that there is no fiduciary 
relationship between KCC and KCorp.  When I  
asked KCC Board Chair, Richard Wortman, how he 
would diagram the relationship of the affiliates to 
KCorp, he said an “inverted pyramid”.  The affiliates 
would be on the top with lines down to KCorp at the 
bottom indicating the services KCorp provides. 
 In summary, a major element in the strength 
and attractiveness of KCC is that it is part of the Ken-
dal system and is supported by KCorp.  We should 
be grateful that we are part of such an excellent tradi-
tion.                  David Rhoads 

DID YOU KNOW THAT….. 
…in addition to Crosslands residents mentioned 
in last month’s column, Giny Chapin, Anne 
Tatnall Gross, and Clarkson and Andy Palmer 
also have relatives (blood or by marriage) who 
predated them at Crosslands or Kendal? 
…despite heat, humidity and rain,  Crosslands 
volunteers completed pruning shrubs around 
carports, so now the campus looks much better? 
…June Wescott was a flower girl in her grand-
daughter’s wedding? 
…the Crosslands Woodshop (basement of the 
Center) is open for business having done an ex-
tensive reorganization of their space to improve 
efficiency and safety? Its members have a wide 
range of expertise and can sharpen everything 
from knives and scissors to pruners; refinish and 
repair furniture including fabricating missing or 
severely damaged pieces; do minor electrical re-
pairs; and build new furniture to residents’ speci-
fications. Stop in Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 12 
noon to place a work order or discuss a possible 
project. 
…Clarkson Palmer’s uncle, an algologist, partici-
pated in the planning of the KCC sewage treat-
ment system? 
…residents can order their evening take out 
meal off the alternative menu by providing their 
order to the staff member at the entrance to the 
Dining Room (Main Dining Room or Café)? The 
order will be taken to the kitchen and prepared; 
therefore, it may not be ready when you have 
gone through the whole meal line. Residents will 
be directed to wait by the open boxes or outside 
the Café for the order to be brought to them 
when it is completed. 

 Diana Stevens  
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FORUM COMMITTEE Continued from page 1 

Reaching a wider community than just our 
two campuses is the Sustainability Program 
Group (SPG).  Frank Mandy, staff at the Kendal 
Corporation, convenes the quarterly meetings 
that involve residents and staff from all twelve 
Kendal communities. This effort got underway 
several years ago in order to compare ongoing 
projects that address sustainability and environ-
mental concerns, in keeping with Kendal Corpo-
ration’s commitment to ecologically sound and 
socially responsible management. A frequently 
raised concern these past few meetings has 
been the growing mountain of plastics exacer-
bated by the Covid -19 Pandemic, not all of 
which are recyclable.  

In May, an exciting new working group, 
called the All-Kendal Climate Resident Initiative, 
was started by Kendal at Hanover. Residents 
from all Kendal campuses are invited to meet 
every two weeks via Zoom. The mission is to 
share ideas and ongoing projects generated at 
local campuses, and to strengthen our combined 
voices to press leaders at every level to invest in 
clean energy and support efforts to reduce our 
carbon footprint, including our own Kendal Corp. 
Recent activities include a Position Paper on Cli-
mate Change, urging candidates running for of-
fice to address the global crisis. The position pa-
per was created by a team led by Dick Kline, 
chairman of our Crosslands Energy Committee, 
and accompanied by a letter signed by Dick 
Kline, Ben James, and George Alexander. With 
advice from the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, the paper and letter were mailed in 
early August. Additional copies have been circu-
lated to residents of individual campuses for use 
as deemed appropriate.   

The level of interest among Crosslands 
residents, and in the wider Kendal communities 
on Climate Change is evident. Success will re-
quire cooperation from residents and staff alike. 
We environmentally conscious elders want to 
help find a way forward. Stay tuned for updates 
on our progress.                                     Lyn Back 

 
 

David Amado, Director 
 Delaware Symphony Orchestra 

Tuesday, October 6 — 7:30 pm —Zoom 

 Mr. Amado has been director of the or-
chestra since 2003 and will share the art and 
craft of programming a season of wonderful mu-
sic that captivates a wide audience. He is an In-
diana University and Julliard educated pianist 
and has served as guest conductor with many 
orchestras around the country. Praised for his 
deep musical insights and visceral energy, his 
charismatic qualities as conductor and director 
have reinvigorated the DSO to become a prem-
ier regional orchestra. The huge challenge of the 
pandemic has played havoc (not a new instru-
ment !) with the orchestra’s ability to present a 
traditional season. David will describe the “hoop-
jumping required to perform in the everchanging 
environment of COVID-19” as he and the DSO 
prepare for the never-knowable future. 

Adapted from the Crosslands website 
 

A Tale of Conflict, a Story of Betrayal, 
or Politics as Usual? 

Speaker:  Deborah L. Hughes 
Tuesday, October 20 —7:30 pm — Zoom 

Recent articles have emphasized the 
break between Susan B. Anthony and Frederick 
Douglass over the 15th Amendment, but to cast 
the story as a contest between Woman suffrage 
versus Black Male suffrage, with Anthony and 
Douglass as opposing champions, is a false nar-
rative. Who stood to gain by that false narrative 
in 1869? What maybe the consequence of per-
petuating that false narrative in 2020? Deborah 
will begin with the history of Susan B, Anthony 
and how she met and worked the Seneca Falls 
gathering Quaker women leadership starting in 
1851 and her 50 years of leadership in the 
movement for the right to vote.  

continued on the next page 

IN THE GALLERY 
Nicholas La Para Exhibit — October 1 - November 3 

        The Nicholas La Para retrospective art exhibit on Oct.1, continues until Nov. 3. There will be 
changes in the exhibit on Oct. 1, so that other art work created by Nicholas can be shared with the 
Crosslands community. A “Thank you” to all who own and have lent art to this exhibit which fea-
tures Nicholas’ love for artistic exploration and expression.  Enjoy a second “look”. 

                 Nancy Geary Pereira 
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CRA Concerns  Session 
Tuesday, October 20 — 10:00 am — Zoom 

One or two members of the CRA Board will 
listen to your concerns and anonymously 
seek answers or solutions. One-on-one Zoom 
sessions can be accessed from the Cross-
lands website. If you prefer a one-on-one 
phone session, please call CRA First Vice-
president Jane Roberts at about 10:00 am. 
You will find her phone number in the Cross-
lands Residents Phone/Email directory. 

CAMERA CLUB 

    VOTE! VOTE! V0TE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!   
 If you have not asked for your mail-in 
ballot, DO IT NOW! The mail is slow. 
 If you have not received your mail-in bal-
lot, contact Chester County Voter Services at  
ccelectionofficials@chesco.org. You can track 
your status at votespa.com/mailballotstatus. 
 If you wish, on Tuesday, November 3 
you may vote in person at the Pennsbury North
-1 polling place at the Chadds Ford Elementary 
School on Route 1 diagonally across from the 
Brandywine Museum, 3 Baltimore Pike, 
Chadds Ford, PA. You may obtain a sample 
ballot from Bonnie Marcus (#404) or Georgette 
Siegel (#173) 

continued from the previous page  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ms. Hughes is the President & CEO of 

the National Susan B. Anthony Museum & 
House in Rochester, NY.  During her tenure as 
president since 2007, they had planned the cel-
ebration of the 100 years Anniversary for the 
State of New York. Like the rest of the world 
they switched to the Zoom and other ways to 
socially distance and properly educate people 
about this important moment in history that 
came in bits and pieces over several years. 
Deborah has been in demand about the coun-
try this summer including recently on NPR.   

On Monday, October 19 at 7:15 pm, 
Deborah will present the The Right to Vote 
Myth at the Kendal at Longwood at their Mon-
day Topics program.  Check the Kendal at 
Longwood website to connect to Zoom.  

Anthony dared to vote in the 1872 elec-
tion, basing her eligibility on the newly ratified 
14th Amendment that granted citizenship to 
anyone born within our nation's borders. Her 
trial was national news. Was Susan B. Anthony 
on trial, or was it the U.S. Constitution? How do 
states erect barriers between citizens and the 
ballot box?                               

         Mary Ann Wagner  
 

 
 
 

Why is Nature So Colorful? 
Presenter: Bob Suter 

Friday, October 9 — 7:30 pm — Zoom 

 The natural world is spectacularly color-
ful — the evening sun, a rising full moon, os-
tentatious flowers, butterflies, hundreds of 
shades of greenery, singing birds, and the blue 
sky all come to mind. The speaker will use 
photographs to explore not only why the colors 
are there but also why we are able to see 
them.  

Enjoy an entertaining visual journey, 
more or less in the mold of the earlier “NOT all 
about Sex”, but with somewhat less emphasis 
on mating! 

Bob Suter 

Susan B. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BOOKBINDING 

 
Supplies are available 
Free to a Good Home 
Contact Jane Roberts 
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Teaching in Nigeria, 1963-64 

Speakers: David and Barbara Grove 
Tuesday, October 13 — 11:00 am — Zoom 

 David and Barbara will tell us about their 
life-transforming experiences as teachers in the 
Peace Corps in Nigeria, David on the law faculty 
and Barbara in a girls’ school. They were young 
then and the idealism of Kennedy’s Peace 
Corps initiative will remind you of a different time 
in our country’s history and perhaps of a former 
idealistic period in your own life.  

Brigitte Alexander 
 
 

 
 

Augustine Mercante, countertenor 
Lauren Elizabeth Conrad, lyric soprano 

Hiroko Yamazaki,  piano 
Tuesday, October 13 — 7:30 pm — Zoom 

 Gus Mercante has been described by 
The New York Times as a “glowing” counterten-
or.  He performs a wide variety of repertoire 
from Baroque to newly created.  He completed 
his Artist Diploma in Germany as a Fulbright 
Scholar and teaches voice at Wesley College, 
Delaware State University and the Music School 
of Delaware. 
 Lauren Conrad is a frequent soloist and 
chorister with the Christ Church Choir in North-
ern Delaware and has performed under many 
world renowned composers and conduc-
tors.  She is Director of Vocal Music at Concord 
High School and was named Brandywine 
School District Teacher of the Year for 2019-
2020. 

 
Charles Abramovic, pianist 

     Tuesday, October 27— 7:30 pm — Zoom 

 Charles Abramovic is Professor of Key-
board Studies at Temple University’s Boyer Col-
lege of Music in Philadelphia where he has 
taught since 1988. He has recorded for a num-
ber of labels.  Charles is a graduate of Curtis 
Institute of Music, the Peabody Conservatory 
and received his DMA from Temple Universi-
ty.  We are delighted to have him return to us. 
                                                          Tricia Reed 
 

 
   Bob Amos, Singer and Songwriter 

Saturday, October 10 —7:30 pm — Zoom 

 Bob grew up in Delaware and now lives 
on a farm in Vermont. He is an accomplished 
songwriter and instru-
mentalist and was 
leader of  the interna-
tionally-known blue-
grass band “Front 
Range” from 1990 to 
2005 and now leads a 
local bluegrass band in 
Vermont. He will pre-
sent his songs and ex-
traordinary guitar and banjo work for us.  

  David Camp 
 

 
 

 
The CRA Website is in the process of 

making forms fillable online to be completed and 
printed. We feel this will make the forms: 

 

• readily available with less work for staff. 
• fillable by residents for whom handwriting is 

difficult making them more readable by those 
who receive them. 
 
We are checking with administration for the 

most current versions of forms used by resi-
dents, such as the Away Form, Resident Care 
Forms, Charitable Funds Donations, Auto Reg-
istration, CRA Payment request, Email/Phone 
Registration and others.  You can locate these 
forms on the website under the Administration 
Tab, or go to   
 
www.CrosslandsRes.org/administration/forms. 
 

Please note that not all forms have been 
completed as this is a time-consuming effort for 
our volunteer editors.  Be patient with us as we 
complete this process.  At this time, the com-
pleted forms must be printed and hand delivered 
to the appropriate staff. 

 Judy Heald 
 
- 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY EDITION LIGHT & LIVELY 

WEBSITE NEWS 

http://www.crosslandsres.org/administration/forms
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STORM WATER MANAGEMENT 

Rain, rain, go away.. 
Come again, some other day. 

nursery rhyme 

Where does the rain go? Down hill, of 
course. In the city, rainwater runs down the 
street into gutters, sweeping trash and toxic con-
taminants into storm sewers and causing water 
pollution and erosion, and wasting valuable wa-
ter. But not at Crosslands!  

Crosslands has made careful plans for 
storm water management.  Perhaps you have 
noticed that between parking lot 4 and Audland 
is a huge depression, almost 1000 square feet, 
bare and unaesthetic in the wintertime (see pho-
to below).  In the middle is a 
huge drain (the day care kids 
call it a “belly button”. 
We casually call that whole 
area a “rain garden” but actually 
it is a “bioswale” whose function is to collect and 
manage rainwater.  The water flows down the hill 
into the bioswale, drains into cisterns, and the 
overflow from the cisterns then enters the pond 
in the middle of the campus. Such a utilitarian 
function has been made beautiful and much 
more functional by planting native plants and 
shrubs in the bioswale to absorb a good deal of 
the water and turn it into a summer garden to 
form a home for insects and birds who are grate-
ful for the bounty and the protection (see photo 
on right below). 
 When did this all happen? About 6-7 
years ago, when Audland and Firbank were be-
ing renovated and expanded, it became evident  
 

that water conservation efforts must be included 
in the plans. Bioswales, with their gently sloping    
gravel and stones sides, slow the water flow to 
prevent erosion, and the root systems of the 
vegetation naturally filters the water and re-
moves dirt and pollutants. Since the water is ab-
sorbed, there is no standing water that can be-
come a breeding ground for mosquitos. Bios-
wales need to be managed. You may have no-
ticed that while it is full of tall and thriving native 
species in the summer, in the winter, the plants 
are left to go to seed to feed the birds. They are 
finally cut down in late February and the area 
cleaned up to allow the new plants to start again. 
Martha Stephens, the Kendal-Crosslands horti-
culturist and naturalist, manages the big bios-
wale plantings and selects the native species for 
it.  
 In your walk around the “Big Audland Bi-
oswale” you will note that there are a family of 
three little bioswales around Parking Lot 4 as 
well, with small rocky slopes and centrally locat-
ed little “belly button” drains, all serving the same 
function.  
 The Audland bioswale, completed in 
2015, is not the only effort that Kendal-
Crosslands has made in storm water manage-
ment. Remember the “big ditch”?  Behind Cad-
bury, rushing water caused a great deal of 
hillside erosion and contamination of Bennett’s 
Run. This problem was solved in 2018 by the 
installation of a complicated duct and cistern 
system. For a review and pictures, see the Octo-
ber 2018 issue of the Chronicle. 
                                                    Julie Knobil 

The Audland Bioswale in winter. Note the 
“bellybutton” drain in the sandy depression. 

The Audland bioswale in midsummer. Note 
the lush growth of flowers 
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Answers to Crosslands Crossword #40:    ACROSS  1  Mame, 4  D-E-F, 6  Castro, 11  ox, 
12  BSA (Boy Scouts of America), 14  abode, 16  Em, 17  Feud, 18  Toto, 19  GMA (Good Morn-
ing America), 20  heirs, 22  RH (Rex Harrison), 23  Spiro, 25  Earth, 26  Eek!, 27  Trapp, 29  RVs 
(recreational vehicles, 30  icer, 32  bien, 33  gets, 35  Elke, 37  NGO (non-governmental org.) 
38  Cousin Vinny, 42  OOO, 43  Noel, 44  USGI (U.S. government issue), 46  USCG (Coast 
Guard), 48  wren, 50  Meg, 51  Edsel, 53  ASL (American Sign Language), 54  Anita, 56  ricer, 
58  by, 59  natal, 60  Pan, 61  some, 63  Koch, 64  BK (Burger King), 65  Nanas, 66  -ish, 67  Do, 
68  Jemima, 69  Ted, 70  Twin.  DOWN:  1  Mothergoose,  2  ax, 3  Ebert, 4  Dad,  5  Father 
Knows Best, 6  cots, 7  adoption,   8  SE, 9  re-mop, 10  Oma, 13  sushi, 15  Bo, 17  first cousin, 
19  Granny Smith, 21  eave,  22  reel in, 24  ire, 28  Prodigal Son, 31  ces, 34  so, 36  Everly, 
39  Uncle Sam, 40  Ile, 41  nu, 45  Get a, 47  sec, 49  Nanos, 52  drake,  55  Nacht, 57  Ro-
na,  60  PBJ (peanut butter & jelly), 62  Ma, 63  kid, 65  Ni (nickel), 67  DI. 

MEMORIAL GATHERING 
Thursday, October 22 — 3:30 pm — Zoom 

 This CRA Zoom Hour will be dedicated as a memorial gathering for those Crosslands resi-
dents who have died since March.  This gives us an opportunity to recognize them, to share our 
memories about them, and to acknowledge that they were part of our community.  Since COVID-19 
has prevented us from doing so, we would still like the opportunity to say “Goodbye”. We hope that 
this Zoom Hour can be broadcast on our house TV allowing those without computers to participate 
in the event. 

Char Gosselink and Jane Roberts 

BLUEBIRD REPORT 

 It has been a banner year for the blue-
birds! We monitor 53 bluebird boxes and there 
were a total of 54 nests built. Not all boxes 
were “rented”, and several boxes had a suc-
cession of tenants. Eggs laid: 
212! Of these, 171 hatched, 
and 166 young birds grew up 
and fledged (that means, left 
the nest). The picture here 
shows a parent bringing a last 
meal to the sole remaining 
chick in that box—and that 
new chick flew out that day!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Peg Parker, Martie Latshaw, Bob Suter 

Spiritual Life Series —  Deep Heart 
at Kendal at Longwood 

 Fridays, 10:30 — 11:30 am— Zoom  
     

 The journey of discovering who we 
really are takes us from head to heart, into 
the core of our inner knowing. In this Series, 
with the help  of insights drawn from John 
Prendergast's book, Deep Heart, and  using 
his technique of meditative inquiry, we will 
explore the truth of  our own experience to 
uncover our capacity for healing and  awak-
ening.  
 
Oct. 2 The Multidimensional Heart   
 
Oct. 9 Meditation - A Vehicle to Heart  

Awareness     
 
Oct. 16 Heartfelt Inquiry into Core Beliefs  
 
Oct. 23 Not Knowing and the Awakening of      

the Deep Heart   
 
Oct. 30 The Great Heart Holds the Human  

Heart  

photo by Bob Suter 
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Judy Mason            #110 
 Judy moved to Crosslands in July from 
Wilmington, DE. What  drew her to Cross-
lands?  She quickly gave me three answers; 
familiarity, our campus, and proximity to the 
Philadelphia 
airport.   

Judy 
is familiar 
with Cross-
lands since 
many years 
ago she and 
her husband 
lived in Ken-
nett Square. 
While living 
in Kennett, 
she became 
a member of 
Advent Epis-
copal 
Church. Her 
daughter 
was married at Advent and most of her grand-
children were christened there.  She continues 
to head up the “Visitation Ministry” program at 
the church and has developed some wonderful 
friendships with our residents living in the 
Health Center.   

The expansive grounds and the natural 
beauty of our campus appealed to Judy, an 
avid gardener. She, with the help of her son, 
explored several life plan communities.  When 
Judy drove her son Michael around our cam-
pus, he said to her, “Mom, Crosslands looks 
like a neighborhood.”  That’s the comment that 
nailed it for Judy.   

How does the Philadelphia Airport figure 
into her move to Crosslands?  Judy, a widow 
for 18 years, has two sons, a daughter, nine 
grandchildren and a great grandson scattered 
far and wide.  Hence the importance of  the 
airport facilitating family visits. Visits with loved 
ones are high on Judy’s priority list.  

I encourage Chronicle readers to view 
Judy’s biography when it becomes available 
since there you will witness her rich education-
al and professional history and more.  Here is 
a “sneak peak.”  Born and raised in Atlanta, 
Georgia; attended Stetson University with ma-

jor in Art Education; earned Master’s degree in 
Counseling from Trenton State; worked with at
-risk youth in two different residential facilities; 
counseled students at Immaculata University 
and was employed as a psychiatric social 
worker for the State of Delaware. Be sure to 
check out her notable volunteer experience.   

Judy is already engaging her talents 
here through her work with the Horticultural 
Committee and she looks forward to continuing 
her Visitation Ministry with our residents in the 
future.  There is one more thing to know about 
Judy.  Those of us who have gotten to know 
her have experienced an outgoing friendliness 
and her sense of humor which is, believe me, 
contagious.  

Carolyn Morell 
 

Betsey and Neil Cullen                   #417 

Both Betsey and Neil graduated from 
the University of Rochester and may have met 
there, although they can’t remember the de-
tails. They do remember how they met at Cor-
nell when they were graduate students in High-
er Education. Neil says there were only eight in 
the program, half women and half men, and 
his roommate introduced them. Betsey says, “I 
was an attractive date. I had a car.” Two years 
later they were married.  

Neil 
worked in 
higher educa-
tion admin-
istration for 
most of his 
career. Dur-
ing New 
York’s finan-
cial crisis in 
the 70’s, a 
stressful job 
in finance 
drew him to 
Quakerism. 
Silent medita-
tion eased 
the pressure 
of his work 
and opened a lifelong exploration of religions,        

                                          continued on the next page 

MEET OUR NEW RESIDENTS 
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BOOK REVIEW continued from previous page 

including Unitarian Universalism, Buddhism and 
Taoism. “Spiritual pathways unite humanity,” he 
says.     

Neil and Betsey worked together at Phil-
lips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, he as 
Chief Financial 
Officer, she as a 
fundraiser. They 
raised their two 
children, and after 
eighteen years, 
decided it was 
time to retire.  
They tested the 
waters as consult-
ants, but left aca-
demia in 2004 and 
moved to Conis-
ton.  

Betsey 
started taking 
courses at Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) a part of the 
University of Delaware. She was so excited by 
her poetry teacher that she urged Neil to take 
classes too. Since then, Betsey has found her 
calling as a poet and teaches writing at OLLI. 
Her latest project is a book of poems about loss, 
particularly the loss of her father, who died when 
she was only six. Her family never talked about 
their feelings or the tragedy, and Betsey’s mem-
ories are tinged with regret and guilt. She has 
only one of his  letters which her father wrote to 
his mother after the birth of Betsey’s older sister. 
Betsey wants to put flesh on those bones.    

Neil became involved with OLLI, first as a 
student and then as a volunteer. He was elected 
as Chair of the OLLI Council last April. He says 
he never thought of himself as a person with pro-
fessional goals per se but the worlds of academ-
ia and lifelong learning seemed to always find 
him.  

Moving from Coniston to Crosslands has 
brought life changes. At Coniston Neil and Bet-
sey lived independently, enjoying travel and out-
side activities. Now they are discovering the 
pleasures of life in a vibrant community, and look 
forward this next phase of life.  

Lyn Back 
 

 
 

Speaker: John Hurt 
Monday, October 19 — 1:00 am — Zoom 

Our resident historian, John Hurt, will 
compare and contrast “Churchill Walking with 
Destiny” (by Andrew Roberts, 2018) and “Hitler, 
A Global Biography” (by Brendan Sims, 2019). 
These are original studies of two of the five most 
important leaders of the twentieth century, the 
others being Roosevelt, Lenin, and Stalin.  

Peter Lane 
 

 

 
 

Presenter: Jennifer Allcock 
Thursday, October 8 — 4:00 pm — Zoom 

 Jennifer Allcock will present a program on 
“The Environmental Threat to Trees” at the resi-
dents Zoom hour on that day. This is the second 
in a series on developments in the KCArbor-
teum. The first, presented by Bob Shipman in 
September, showed the new LandStudies Tree 
Inventory and Tree Plotter program. The third 
program (November 5) will discuss “The Effect of 
Climate Change on Trees”. 

    Jennifer Allcock 
 
 

COMING SOON:  
NEW FIRST NAMES LIST 

 
 At the end of October, a new First Names 

List will be distributed to open boxes. This is a 
listing of current residents that is alphabetized 
according to first names or nicknames, depend-
ing on the resident’s preference. A draft of this 
year's list will be on the bulletin board from Octo-
ber 1

st
 to October 15

th
. Please check the accura-

cy of your name/nickname, and make any need-
ed corrections on the posted draft. 

 Also please note that throughout the year, 
you can request that an updated list be sent to 
you by email. 
 

Hollis Scarborough and Joan Cobb 
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NEW AT CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 
October 2020 
 
Crosslands Authors 
Back, Lyndon — Treading Water at the Shark 
Café: A Memoir of the Yugoslav Wars 
Morell, Carolyn M. – Unwomanly Conduct: The 
Challenges of Intentional Childlessness 
 
Fiction 
Baldacci, David – One Good Deed 
Lagercrantz, David – The Girl Who Lived Twice 
Laukkanen, Owen – Deception Cove 
Macneal, Elizabeth – The Doll Factory 
Obreht, Tea – Inland 
Prior, Hazel – Ellie and the Harpmaker 
Russo, Richard – Chances Are… 
Wiggs, Susan – The Oysterville Sewing Circle 
 
Mystery  
Bowen, Rhys – Love and Death Among the 
Cheetahs 
Box, C. J.— The Bitterroots 
Lovesey, Peter – Killing with Confetti 
Fossum, Karin – The Whisperer 
Galbraith, Robert – Lethal White 
Patterson, James & Maxine Paetro —16

th
 Se-

duction 
Patterson, James & Candace Fox —  
  Fifty Fifty: Heads She Wins, Tails She Dies 
Parker, T. Jefferson – The Last Good Guy 
Penny, Louise – A Better Man 
Ware, Ruth – Turn of the Key 

 
Biography 
Cary, Lorene – Ladysitting: My Year with Nana 
at the End of Her Century 
 
Nonfiction 
Blackburn, Julia – Time Song: Journeys in 
Search of a Submerged Land (i.e., Doggerland) 
Kochin, Peter — American Slavery 1619-1877 
 
Display Table: "Fall into a Good Book" 
 
New DVD’s 
Emma — a modern redo of the Jane Austen 
classic 
Driveways — a Korean-directed film described 
as a "character study anchored in fundamental 
decency" ,Brian Dennehy stars. 
The Way Back — Ben Affleck stars as a basket-
ball coach seeking to overcome personal issues 
and lead team to victory 
Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Always — teen fac-
ing unintended pregnancy 
Ordinary Love — everyday couple with a re-
markable love 
The Good Fight, season 1 — Diane Lockhart 
fights for the Liberals; spinoff of The Good Wife 
 

 
So you think you know Crosslands……? 

 
Do you know what  and where this is?  

 
   Surely in your many walks around the campus you 
have  seen this!  
 Send your answer to Chronicle@crosslandsres.org. 
Be sure to include your name and apartment number on your 
entry. The winner(s) will have their names published in the 
November Chronicle. 
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Thurs., Oct. 1   NAME TAG DAY 
Fri., Oct. 2     Spiritual Life Series  
      at Kendal, # 2 
      10:30 am, Zoom 
Mon., Oct. 5      CRA Board Meeting:   
       All residents invited!   
       Zoom, 10 am  
Tues., Oct. 6      Forum Committee: David  
       Amato, Director, Delaware 
                 Symphony Orchestra. 
       Zoom, 7:30 pm 
Thurs., Oct. 8     Residents Zoom Hour, 4 pm 
       Environmental Threats to  
                 Trees, J. Allcock 
Fri., Oct. 9          Spiritual Life Series  
       at Kendal, # 3 
       10:30 am, Zoom 
       Camera Club: Why is na- 
            ture so colorful? Zoom,  
       7:30 pm 
Sat., Oct. 10       Light & Lively: Bob Amos 
       Zoom, 7:30 pm 
Mon., Oct. 12     Holiday: Columbus Day 
       Residents Zoom Hour,  
                           7:30 pm 
Tues., Oct 13     Tuesday Edition: Teaching  
       in Nigeria, David and Barbara  
                 Grove, Zoom, 11 am 
                           Music Committee:  
       Merccante, Conrad and  
                Yamazaki, Zoom, 7:30 pm 
Wed., Oct. 14    October Birthday Celebration
       Zoom. Call Phyllis Wenner 

Thurs., Oct. 15 NAME TAG DAY 
                 Residents Zoom Hour, 4 pm 
Fri., Oct. 16        Spiritual Life Series  
       at Kendal, # 4 
       10:30 am, Zoom 
Mon., Oct. 19     Book Review: John Hurt, 
       Zoom, 11 am 
       Residents Zoom Hour,   
       7:30 pm 
Tues., Oct. 20   CRA Concerns Session: 
       10;00 am, Zoom 
       Forum Committee:  
       A Tale of Conflict and Susan  
                 B. Anthony.  Speaker:  
              D.L.Hughes,   Zoom,  7:30 pm  
Thurs., Oct. 22  Memorial Gathering: 
       3:30 pm, Zoom 
      Residents Zoom Hour, 4 pm  
Fri., Oct 23        Spiritual Life Series  
       at Kendal, # 5 
       Zoom, 10:30 am 
Mon., Oct. 26    Residents Zoom Hour,  
       7:30 pm         
Tues., Oct. 27   Music Committee:  Charles          
                Abramovich  Zoom, 7:30 pm 
Thurs., Oct. 29  Residents Zoom Hour, 4 pm  
Fri., Oct. 30     Spiritual Life Series  
       at Kendal, # 6 
      Zoom, 10:30 am 
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