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HISTORY OF SCOTT POND 
Before there were maps or well-maintained trails, Scott Pond was a hiking destination for 

residents of the Kendal-Crosslands community, their friends, children, and grandchildren. After 
scrambling down a steep, bumpy path, being mindful not to trip or slip, it is pleasant to reach the 
quiet beauty of the Pond.  

 Since COVID-19, Scott Pond has proba-
bly had more visitors in two months than it usu-
ally has in six or more. Residents carefully am-
ble down to see how many turtles are sitting on 
the log which is anchored in place due to the 
work of Ted Brinton and Herb Blades. They al-
so check on the fish, frog, and water fowl popu-
lation, chat with neighbors (six feet apart), sit 
on the benches soaking up vitamin D,  enjoy 
the budding trees and flowers, and walk on to 
view the Pond along the Creek or Ridge Trails. 
 So how did Scott Pond come to be? In 
the late 1960’s, Jane and Tony Scott bought 
the property which is now home to the 400’s. In 
1970, they moved into the house they had built 
which looked like a barn from the outside. In-

side, the house had a large room with a huge stone fireplace (still existing in the current Mott 
House) and many other rooms for the Scotts and their three children. Jane was an avid gardener 
and planted some of the trilliums one sees on the trails to the Pond. The front field was rented out 
to a local farmer. Remains of the driveway to the Scotts’ home are behind the Crosslands generator 
running down to the gate on Route 926.  

The area where the Pond was built was low and damp. Tony arranged for a contractor to 
“build” the Jeep Trail and then to create the pond by building an earthen dam which the muskrats 
loved. The Scotts used a variety of methods to repair the holes created by the muskrats. The Pond 
survived and the Scotts enjoyed ice skating on it. Jane’s father was an accomplished hunter with 
well-trained retrievers. Not wanting to disgrace themselves or their Chesapeake Bay retriever, the 
Scotts made a “half-hearted” attempt to improve their retriever’s skills. Tony, with the dog by his 
side, would fire his gun into the air while Jane would throw a frozen duck (from one of their hunting 
trips on the Chesapeake) into the water to encourage the dog to jump into the water to retrieve the 
bird. Often, the dog would retrieve the duck and instead of taking it to Tony would drop it in shallow 
water. Jane then waded into the pond to retrieve the duck. Training retrievers was not a passion for 
Tony or Jane, not a bit!                                                                                                continued on page 3 

                 Scott Pond in early spring 

Dear Reader: Again, this issue of the Chronicle is different. There is no calendar page because of 
the difficulty in predicting when the Center will reopen. However, arrangements have been made for 
the Summer Music programs to be presented on ZOOM so these are listed in detail. Because we 
are all saddened by our isolation from one another and long for personal contact, some articles and 
stories of a personal nature have been added. And we have added an index to this issue on the last 
page. Enjoy!! (as the young wait staff often say).                                                               The Editors 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT… 

…Crosslands Forest Management Team mem-
bers planted close to 50 saplings along the Sue 
Chen/Crosslands property boundary, 25 of 
them inside a fenced habitat area? In addition 
they planted 25 butternut saplings (also known 
as white walnuts) along Herb’s Trail, Dave’s 
Trail, Perimeter Path, and Will’s Trail, and plant-
ed 11 oak and hornbeam saplings along the 
section of the Perimeter Path that parallels 
Route 926. Members of this industrious team 
include Jennifer Allcock, Mary Barlow Terry 
Borton, Jim Sharp, Paul Stevens, Dennis Arrou-
et, Dick Haden, and Mary Kay Haden. 
 …During the 2019 bow-and-arrow deer hunting 
season on the Kendal-Crosslands property and 
neighboring area, 4 bucks and 21 does were 
harvested?  
…The outdoor library at the Center now has a 
bookcase for the books, magazines, newspa-
pers, and puzzles  for residents to borrow or ex-
change?  
…During one of April’s windstorms, a huge 
white pine branch came crashing to the ground 
near #230? Fortunately, no one was hurt and 
only a section of gutter was damaged. 
…Walking around Crosslands, in addition to en-
joying the beautiful grounds, you may also en-
joy the resident-created thank-you’s that are at 
the Center, Resident Care, and on doors and 
windows of residents’ homes? 
…Four additional benches have been put out 
for Crosslands walkers? 
…Rushmore has new gutters with mesh cover-
ings to keep leaves, etc., from clogging the gut-
ters that lead to overflows? 

                  Diana Stevens                                          
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FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT 

We assemble on June 1, 2020, for our 
last Crosslands Residents Association meeting 
of the year with the aid of our companion, 
Zoom. Who thought we would become so 
adept at using technology to keep us together? 
Who would have anticipated that quarantine 
was the antidote to preserving our lives?  

We began in September amidst the 
search for a CEO with questions. How will 
each campus have authoritative leadership? 
Will the search bring applicants from diverse 
backgrounds? What kind of management style 
will a new CEO bring? The KCC board reached 
out to all of us for ideas and responses and 
many of us participated in the process of inter-
viewing candidates.    

We have been gratified with the Kendal 
Crosslands Communities appointment of Lisa 
Marsilio as the new CEO. While Lisa has been 
here about four months, she has been faced 
with an unprecedented problem (COVID-19) 
with which she has dealt with strength and style 
to make sure our lives are safe. And now, at the 
end of this season, we have new questions to 
deal with. When will this COVID-19 disease be 
over? How long will it be before we have our 
meals together, gather in groups and renew our 
routines? Is there a “new normal” to be ex-
pected as this crisis lessens?  

The answers depend on our ability to 
learn and be flexible, and on our energy to col-
laborate in building a new Crosslands commu-
nity. We have worked well together earlier in 
searching for a new CEO. We have the re-
sources, intelligence, creativity, resilience, and 
strength to create the ways to re-establish our 
connections with one another, plan enlivening 
programs, and bring a new value of love with 
one another. 
 This has been a wonderful year to have 
served and I am thankful to the many residents 
who climbed on board to sustain our plans, 
guide our unmarked paths, and cheer us on. 
The new CRA officers and directors are ready 
to assume positions of leadership and have the 
traction to keep us going. Their new ideas and 
abilities and new venture will strengthen our 
Crosslands community. We are building it to-
gether, thankfully.  

Thomas Swain 
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Scott Pond, continued 

In 1993, the Scotts moved to Chester-
town, Maryland.  KCC purchased the land and 
built the 400’s which were first occupied in the 
fall of 2003. As the residents of the 400’s got 
settled and familiar with the Pond and sur-
rounding area, they discovered not only wild-
flowers, but tangles of privet, honeysuckle, mul-
tiflora rose and rotting plants in the now stag-
nant and unattractive pond. The Nature Con-
servancy Board discussed what to do to rejuve-
nate the Pond, and arranged with Ted and Toni 
Brinton to invite their friends, the Scotts, to 
show Conservancy members how the Pond 
once received fresh water. The Scott’s earthen 
dam which once diverted just the right amount 
of water from Bennett’s Run through a ditch to 
a small pipe into the Pond was long gone 

Understanding the exact origins of the 
pond’s structure provided George Gillespie the 
inspiration he needed to develop an innovative 
plan to restore the freshwater flow. In 2007, 
George, with the assistance of Paulding 
Phelps, cleared and deepened the ditch and 
installed flexible piping from Bennett’s Run to 
the ditch to re-establish fresh water to the 
pond.    

Since 2007, maintaining Scott Pond has 
had challenges that George has managed. Be-
fore Route 52 was relocated and Longwood 
Gardens’ drainage was redirected, torrents of 
water would occasionally slice through a corner 
of the pond taking out sections of the trail. 
George installed large pipes which have pre-
vented further washouts and handled episodes 
of rising water. One Saturday evening a hiker 
alerted the Pond “caretakers” that water was 
flowing outside the drainage pipe and the Pond 
level was dropping. George’s solution: pour 
quick-set concrete into the hole until the flow 
stopped! 

Over the years, creative problem-solving 
and caring volunteers have worked to keep 
Scott Pond a favorite hiking destination and 
Kendal-Crosslands asset.    

Diana Stevens  
(With appreciation to Jane Scott, Brigitte Alexander, Terry 
Borton, Ted Brinton, George Gillespie, Nan Naeve, and Pauld-
ing Phelps for the information they provided for this article.) 

 WELCOME OUR NEW RESIDENTS 
Between the end of May and the end of Ju-

ly, six Crosslands cottages and apartments will 
have new occupants.  

 

• Joe and Deb Savery #218;  

• Judy Mason #110 (Evans);  

• Bruce Taggart #128 (Garrett);  

• Kris Arcuri #94 (Evans);  

• Neil and Betsey Cullen #417;  

• Woody and Diana Gross #238. 
 

 Check TV9 and/or the Crosslands Resi-
dents Website to learn the exact date of our 
new neighbors’ moves. They will be quaran-
tined in their new homes for 14 days. Please 
consider writing a note of welcome for each of 
them and put it in the internal Crosslands card-
board mailbox at the Center.  

Crosslands Welcoming Committee 

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY IS JUNE 2 
 If you have already voted by mail, we 
thank you! If you have not sent in your mail 
ballot, DO IT NOW! The mail is slow. 
 If you have not received your mail-in 
ballot, contact Chester County Voter Services 
at  
       ccelectionofficials@chesco.org.  
 You can track your status at 
       votespa.com/mailballotstatus. 
 If you have not sent in a mail-in ballot, 
you may vote in person at the Pennsbury 
North-1 polling place at Chadds Ford Elemen-
tary School on Route 1 diagonally across from 
the Brandywine Museum, 3 Baltimore Pike, 
Chadds Ford, PA.  Please wear a mask and 
observe COVID-19 preventive measures such 
as social distancing. You may obtain a sample 
ballot from Bonnie Marcus (#404) or Georgette 
Siegel (#173) 
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The 2020 Fall Survey results are in. We 
had 184 residents respond, and 59 of us had 
a remembered fall. This was a slight increase 
of respondents over last year, but we saw a 
decrease in both slips and falls from the previ-
ous year.  There were slightly more slips re-
membered than falls. We found that 97% of all 
incidents happened during our waking hours 
and while doing everyday normal activities. 
No two events were exactly the same, and did 
not happen in the same locations or doing the 
same activity.  However, we did note a corre-
lation where 40 of the 43 residents reporting 
gait/balance issues had either a slip or a 
fall.  This year’s numbers relating to medica-
tion, dizziness, or pain were significantly less 
than last year and were not an overall contrib-
uting factor to incidents of falling or slipping.    
 Here are some ideas to reduce our fall 
potential: 
• Learn from the experiences of others. Be-

come more aware of the hazards inherent 
in our daily activities and normal sur-
roundings.  

• Focus on walking safely, and learn what 
you can do to make you and your home 
“fall proof”.  

• Ask Resident Care to do a simple assess-

ment. This may indicate that you could 
benefit from a balance class, yoga, the 
new Fall Prevention Class, or an adaptive 
device with training.  

• Be aware of Trail Safety Tips, and use 
them when on our trails and pathways. 

• Notify the Safety Committee if you see  
unsafe areas around campus. 

 The Safety Committee wants to thank 
all of you who participated this year.  A full 
version of the 2020 Fall Survey Summary can 
be found on the Crosslands Residents Web-
site, Safety Committee.  

Jo-Anne Smith 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Growth of an Idea 
In the Fall of 2012, six residents* (three 

from each community) met to talk about how the 
hundreds of trees on our combined campuses 
could become an accredited arboretum. In the 
spring of 2013, that goal became a reality when 
the original group of residents expanded and docu-
mented the data required for accreditation by 
Arbnet as an Arboretum at Level 1. 
 In the ensuing years, a Joint Committee 
(consisting of Kendal and Crosslands Arboretum 
Team members), in liaison with Grounds Supervi-
sor Casey Groff as KCC Curator, has: 

• confirmed its Mission Statement and overall 
goals. 

• developed a set of bylaws to govern and 
guide future activities. 

• established a Gift Tree program via the Ar-
boretum Fund. 

• created a web site (www.kcarboretum.org)  
• organized seven loop walks, tree lists and 

maps for self-guided tours. 
• added Featured Collections to the web site 
• successfully applied for Arbnet designation 

as an Arboretum at Level 2. 
During 2020, a KCA Strategic Planning Com-

mittee developed goals for the following three 
years which included plans for a GIS tree manage-
ment program that will make it easier to identify 
trees in need of special care, and especially those 
at risk of disease and climate change.  As of early 
2020, almost 2,000 trees have been inventoried on 
the combined campus. Discussions regarding im-
plementation of the tree management system are 
underway with the continued support of residents 
and staff.   

As a resident-run project, the Arboretum contin-
ues to attract prospective residents who love trees.  
How many other CCRCs can claim that their resi-
dents actually live in an Arboretum? We are grate-
ful to those residents and family members who 
have contributed to the Arboretum Fund. We be-
lieve that the support and celebration of our trees 
is but one way to celebrate life itself.  

Jennifer Allcock 
 
*KAL: Harry Hammond, Will Luginbuhl and Martin Wells. 
  XL: Jennifer Allcock, Maralyn Gillespie and Bonnie Marcus. 

 

KENDAL CROSSLANDS ARBORETUM (KCA) 

IN THE GALLERY-June-August exhibit 
 While a new art exhibit in the Cross-
lands hall gallery has been planned,  this will 
not occur until  entering the Center will be 
possible and safe. We appreciate that Cyndy 
Falcoff‘s exhibit will remain until then. 

Nancy Geary Pereira 
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THE EARLY EARNING CENTER 
Adaptations to the COVID-19 era 

Have you seen little children turning 
somersaults on the lawns recently? Maybe 
you’ve noticed even smaller children happily 
rolling by in their wagons, escorted by their 
smiling teachers. It looks like the usual routine, 
but Meaghan Toohey, Director of the Kendal 
Early Learning Center (KELC) here at Cross-
lands, describes how things have changed in 
their world during the COVID-19 shutdown.  

Nowadays, parents bring their children to 
the Center to complete a health screening. Par-
ents must wear masks. Teachers and health 
care workers also wear masks inside the build-
ing. The CDC guidance states it is unsafe for 
children under 2 years old to wear masks and 
younger children may not able to keep a mask 
on without frequent removal, or touching the 
surface of the mask, which defeats its purpose. 

COVID-19 health screening for the chil-
dren consists of checking temperatures and ex-
amining for sore throats, coughs, and other 
signs of illness. After screening, the children go 
to their classrooms to wash their hands and 
start the day. Most of the children appear un-
fazed by these new procedures, although some 
have asked about the masks. Meaghan says 
the teachers keep their answers simple, and 
talk about germs and how masks help to keep 
everybody safe.  

The Kendal-Crosslands management 
team understood very early what needed to be 
done to protect residents and the Kendal Early 
Learning Center from the virus. Inter-
generational activities were cancelled; swim-
ming, gym, Spanish lessons, visitors, resident 
volunteers, and even walks through the health 
center were suddenly off limits. Governor Wolf 
mandated all schools and childcare centers 
close, but luckily KELC was able to obtain a 
waiver to stay open and provide childcare for 
Kendal-Crosslands employees during the shut-
down. Due to lower enrollment, KELC can pro-
vide emergency back-up child care to Kendal 
Crosslands employees whose daycares might 
have been closed during the COVID-19 shut-
down.  

Despite the restrictions imposed by the 
pandemic, days at the Center are busy and 
carefully scheduled because children thrive on 

routine. Breakfast arrives around 8 a.m., provid-
ed by Crosslands Culinary Service. Social dis-
tancing is tricky with youngsters, but for meals 
and snacks, children sit farther apart. Although 
there are fewer extra-curricular activities to fill 
the day, each teacher develops an age-
appropriate lesson plan to keep young minds 
busy and active. Teacher-led activities include 
science, literacy, and early math skills. Free 
play in activity centers located in each class 
room has been changed to encourage social 
distancing. One example is that the Lego 
blocks that were stored in a common bin are 
now divided into smaller individual containers. 
Toddlers love their music and dance time. Oth-
er activities include painting, story time, and 
games that involve numbers, counting, sorting, 
and fine motor skills. A preschooler when asked 
what he liked best said, “I like playing with my 
friends and seeing the residents!” 

Lunch arrives around 11:30 and the chil-
dren nap in the early afternoon. The children 
have snacks and recess twice a day. At pick-up 
time in the warmer weather, children reunite 
with parents at the playground gates.  The rou-
tines at the Kendal Early Learning Center may 
have changed, but the goal to provide stable, 
secure and nurturing care remains the same, 
even in these challenging times.  

Lyn Back 

Children on the slide in the Early 
Learning Center playground 



 CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE  JUNE 2020 6  

 

Nathalie Edavalos 
In September, Nathalie will celebrate 

her five-year anniversary as a member of the 
Crosslands Culinary Services staff. It was her 
first job and in five years, she has worn many 
hats. As waitstaff, 
Nathalie learned to 
carry a tray laden 
with dishes without 
dropping it and  to 
remember the bev-
erage preferences 
of Crosslands resi-
dents including 
those who “insist” 
on having extra-
large lemon slices with their water. As she 
gained more experience and displayed her A+ 
work ethic, she took on other responsibilities 
including tending the salad bar and plating 
desserts. In any given week, Nathalie moves 
from one job to another depending on where 
she is needed. She works the register, check-
ing residents in, and astounds her co-workers 
as she knows just about everyone’s name be-
cause of her work at the register. Knowing resi-
dents’ names helped Nathalie when she was 
trained to be a hostess in the main dining 
room, a job she performs with the utmost sen-
sitivity and efficiency, supervising wait staff and 
lending a hand in a situation that needs atten-
tion. With the hard closure, Nathalie added ad-
ditional hats to her “Culinary Services ward-
robe”. She takes orders for the café grocery, 
delivers residents’ meals, and helps supervise 
the packaging of residents’ meals. She men-
tors, assigns tasks, and helps to organize, 
date, and package food containers and bags.  

Nathalie, the oldest of four children, is a 
West Chester University senior majoring in ac-
counting. She works to be a stellar role model 
for her siblings: Valerie, also a Crosslands Cul-
inary Services staff member and West Chester 
student, Samantha (11) and Raudel (10).  Her 
parents came to the United States from Mexico 
where her grandparents still live. Nathalie is bi-
lingual, always speaking Spanish with her par-
ents whom she acknowledged are proud of 
their hard-working daughter.  

Last summer Nathalie did an internship 
with a Philadelphia accounting firm and is lined 
up to do a virtual internship this summer and 
will graduate in December 2020 and until then, 
she will juggle her schoolwork and Crosslands 
work. She looks forward to once again having 
direct contact with Crosslands residents whose 
friendliness she values.  

 
 

Jerome Barrett 
Jerome describes himself as a people 

person and optimist who likes to see the best 
in everything. Observing him stop, meet, and 
greet the vehicles and drivers that arrived at 
the Crosslands gate house on the 8-4 p.m. 
shift, Jerome’s con-
nection with people 
was obvious. All were 
greeted with a hearty 
hello, warm smile, 
and friendly welcome, 
as Jerome double-
checked ID’s for 
Crosslands staff and 
residents and record-
ed identifying infor-
mation for all others. He came to recognize 
those on the 3-11 p.m. nursing shift and the 
UPS, FEDEX, etc. drivers. His circle of friends 
and acquaintances grew, since they appreciat-
ed his love of laughter which Jerome has 
learned makes people feel comfortable.  

Jerome grew up in Kennett Square with 
his two brothers, mother (former Kendal staff 
member), aunt (Crosslands retiree), and 
grandmother. Playing basketball in the moon-
light and swimming in the Kennett Pool are 
special childhood memories. After graduating 
from Kennett High School, Jerome worked for 
Shoprite in West Chester. When a friend sug-
gested he join him working for a landscaper, 
Jerome agreed because it meant he would 
work during the day and he likes “playing in 
dirt”, planting, mowing, and digging. 

 
continued on the next page 

MEET OUR VALUABLE STAFF MEMBERS 
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Deadline for the SEPTEMBER 2020 
CHRONICLE articles is August 10. All are 
subject to editing and  anonymous articles are 
not accepted. Please  send them to  
XLChronicle2@gmail.com, or put paper 
copy in the Chronicle’s open box. 

Jerome Barrett, continued 

 
 His wife Melissa, a member of the 7-3 
p.m. Firbank nursing team, noted one 
“downside” of the landscaping job. During winter 
months, except when the landscaper had snow 
removal jobs, Jerome did nothing but sit around 
at home. She suggested he fill out an applica-
tion for work at Crosslands.  Nineteen years lat-
er, Jerome continues as a member of the Cross-
lands housekeeping staff, with cleaning carpets 
and floor work his specialties. He volunteered to 
work at the gate house knowing that it would in-
volve being outside much of the time, keep him 
busy, and entail interaction with people. For Je-
rome, the best part of working at Crosslands is 
the people whom he finds to be so interesting.  
                 Diana Stevens 

 

     CCRC AREA COUNCIL MEETING 
CANCELLED 

 
 Crosslands was scheduled to host 
the September CCRC Area Council meeting 
but due to the current COVID-19 crisis, the 
event has been postponed indefinitely. The 
Council meets quarterly and each member 
CCRC takes a turn to host the meetings. 
Each community’s Resident Association 
sends a representative and up to two other 
interested residents. 

The mission of the CCRC Area 
Council is to exchange knowledge about 
issues and activities relevant to the member 
retirement communities.  Issues investigat-
ed in the past have been transportation 
problems and a survey of the increases in 
maintenance fees. Current issues under dis-
cussion are the effect of the implementation 
of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 
on the quality of life at the CCRC's, a meal 
plan survey and second -person costs and 
fees. Crosslands’ “designated friend” idea 
was also scheduled to be discussed in Sep-
tember. 
 All CCRC's in the five-county Phila-
delphia area are eligible for membership in 
the CCRC Area Council. Current members 
are Beaumont, Cathedral Village, Cross-
lands, Dunwoody Village, Freedom Village, 
Granite Farms Estates, The Hill at 
Whitemarsh, Kendal at Longwood, Lima Es-
tates, Quadrangle, Riddle Village, Waverly 
Heights, Wesley Enhanced Living, and 

White Horse  Village.  
Florence Lim 

SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS…? 
Do you know what  and where this is?  

Surely in your many walks around the campus you have seen this!  
Send your answer to XLChronicle2@gmail.com. Be sure to include 
your name and apartment number on your entry.  

 
photo by Manya Bean 

BIRD REPORT 
 As of May 17, 65 bluebird chicks have 
fledged (left the nest) and the boxes are ready 
for another family 
 Interesting birds seen on our campus re-
cently include ,Baltimore oriole, indigo bunting, 
turkey, black-billed cuckoo, scarlet tanager, 
bald eagle, and osprey.  
 In the “Lake District” at Kendal, wood 
duck, lesser yellowlegs, and spotted sandpiper 
have been seen. 
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CRA CONCERNS SESSION 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 
 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  ZOOM 
 
 

COPING WITH THE LOCKDOWN 
The Chronicle thought you might be in-

terested in what your fellow residents have 
been doing to occupy themselves during the 
lockdown. We asked those present at a Zoom 
session held on May 7, and many of you re-
plied. The following is a distillation of those 
comments. 
 The computer has been a good resource 
for many. There is a game on the computer 
called “Words with Friends,” which is apparently 
similar to Scrabble, and Allison Butler and Anne 
Batley have found that to be an enjoyable way 
of passing the time. Anne has also been updat-
ing her personal and family history. Allison in-
forms me that she uses a computer program 
called Brain HQ to keep herself mentally fit. 
She also contributes to local food banks. Dick 
Kline has been updating his computer. (He is 
also reading a book he calls fascinating: Talk-
ing to Strangers, by Malcolm Gladwell.  Book 
lovers, take note.) Elizabeth Rhoads has been 
playing computer games to keep herself sharp. 
Wynne Wharry used Google to figure out how 
to cut her husband Sam’s hair. 
 Walking has many practitioners: Debbie 
Kern, Diana Stevens, Jon Ford, Bev Marks, Ju-
lie Knobil,  Sue Larmann, Sylvia Savery, Lyn 
Back…and so many others are among those 
spotted on campus in the past few weeks, all 
properly masked, of course.  
 Others find pleasure in dealing with the 
natural world, particularly now that spring (when 
this was written) and summer (when you read 
it) have returned. Many, including Ruth Cramer, 
have been gardening. Manya Bean has been 
planting seeds and watering, and talking with 
her brother in Greece, who is also shut down 
for the duration. David Peacefull has combined 
exercise with good deeds – he goes into the 
woods and cuts away vines from around threat-
ened trees. Thank you, David!  

Speaking of Davids, David Rhoads has 
been saving the clam shell containers that the 
kitchen has been using to provide salads and 
desserts. He has quite a collection. Alas, as 
they are #6 plastic, they are not accepted by 
our recycler.  
 Others have employed the telephone to 
fill the hours. Lowell McMullin has decided to 
call all the people she hasn’t spoken to in 
years. That’s something we all should have 

plenty of time for now. Spencer Ervin and Eliza-
beth Rhoads have used the time to talk to 
friends and relatives all over the world. Spencer 
also says he has been improving his computer 
skills and is reading War and Peace. Not sur-
prisingly, he also finds that there is little time left 
at the end of the day.  

Don and Tricia Reed report: “We record-
ed a song that Paul Stevens wrote, set to the 
tune of We Shall Overcome, but with verses 
relevant to our situation here. Peter Lane also 
participated with his violin. I think it may appear 
on a Zoom session from the CRA sometime. 
And we participated in a Zoom meeting with 
Zoe Mulford, British folk song writer and singer, 
who was to do a summer music concert for us 
on May 26. Now it will be done at 10 a.m. on 
that date, over Zoom, for us all. Keep that date 
in mind, folks; she’s good. 
 Many seem to enjoy the time that the vi-
rus affords us to just sit back and relax. Mary 
Lou Thomas reports that she and some friends, 
when the weather allowed, had enjoyed sitting 
out in Parking Lot 11 (while exercising social 
distancing) and passing the time chatting and 
knitting. Dale Kendall, when she is not planting 
seeds, spends her time bird watching from her 
porch. 
 Thank you to the many who have told 
me about the ways you cope with the current 
situation. If I have missed the name of a con-
tributor, I apologize. As for myself, I have spent 
some time putting together articles like this for 
the Chronicle. My wife and I also enjoy long 
walks, and she paints, but I, like Spencer Ervin, 
get to the end of the day and I ask myself, 
where did the time go? In the final analysis, we 
Crosslanders are an inventive group, and as 
you can see from the above, no virus, corona or 
otherwise, is going to keep us from fully partici-
pating in the life of the world around us. 

 Larry Wood 
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Tony Vacca – Rhythm Nomad 
Tuesday, June 9 – Zoom – 7:30 p.m. 

 Tony’s twenty-two trips to West Africa 
have contributed to his unique approach to 
playing the balafon (the original giant xylo-
phone) and to his depth of knowledge regarding 
African and Ameri-
can musical tradi-
tions.  Tony incor-
porates percussion 
instruments from a 
world of traditions, 
to which he adds 
some of his spoken 
word and rhythm 
poetry.  He is the 
co-founder of the 
Senegal-America project introducing musicians 
from the US and Africa to each other’s’ worlds. 
 

Reggie Harris: Songs of Joy, Hope, and a 
Message of Unity 

Tuesday, June 16 – Zoom — 7:30 p.m.  
Steeped in the 
tradition of Afri-
can American 
spirituals, folk, 
and the music 
of the Civil 
Rights move-
ment, Reggie 
Harris is recog-
nized as a 
songwriter and 

storyteller with great positive energy and care 
for the world.  In the spirit of his mentors, Pete 
Seeger, Harry Belafonte, and Bernice Johnson 
Reagon, he gets his audience smiling and sing-
ing along. 

 
John Flynn – Singer/Songwriter/Justice 

Mentor 
Tuesday, June 23 —Zoom —7:30 p.m. 

 John Flynn is the real deal. His work fol-
lows in the footsteps of Woody Guthrie, Pete 
Seeger, Kris Kristofferson, and other social jus-
tice troubadours as he speaks the truth and 
gives a voice to society’s disenfranchised.  His 

work fills your heart and opens your eyes as he 
continues to walk the walk of a true advocate 
for equality, justice, and peace."-- Deana 
McCloud, Executive Director, Woody Guthrie 
Center. 
 “John can hit 
hard, but he does it with 
humanity, heart and of-
ten humor.  When he 
follows a powerful bal-
lad about the tough 
lives of prisoners with a 
kid’s song on “duck 
doo” on your pickup 
truck, it’s hard not to im-
agine Pete and Woody 
smiling and singing along." - Si Kahn 
 

Pegasus Trio – Guitar, Violin, and Flute 
Tuesday, July 14 – TBD — 7:30 p.m. 

 Pegasus Trio is Chris Braddock on gui-
tar, Jeanmarie Braddock on violin and Melinda 
Bowman on flute.  They specialize in folk music 
from Italy, Greece and the Americas, Ragtime 
and Celtic selections, classic chamber music 
and more.  Their program will also include 
Chris’s original compositions and arrange-
ments.  There will be favorites for everyone! 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER MUSIC PERFORMERS – 2020 
Our concerts in June will be online.  Please check our website for Zoom 

invites.  All concerts will be on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

See more on the next page 
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Poor Man’s Gambit – Irish and More 
Tuesday, July 21 – TBD – 7:30 p.m. 

 Poor Man's Gambit is a trio of artists in-
fluenced by the traditional music of Ireland, 
France, Scotland, 
England, and Ameri-
ca.  They are all 
multi-talented: Corey 
Purcell plays button 
accordion, cittern, 
and bodhran and 
sings, Federico Bet-
ti plays guitar and 
fiddle, and Deirdre 
Lockman plays fid-
dle and sings.  Co-
rey and Deirdre are also competitive Irish step 
dancers. 

 
 
 

David Roth – Where Song & Spirit Meet 
Tuesday, July 28 — TBD – 7:30 p.m. 

 David Roth strikes many chords, hearts, 
and minds with his 
unique songs, moving 
stories, sense of the 
hilarious, and powerful 
singing and subject 
matter.  David’s 
songs have found their 
way to Carnegie Hall, 
the United Nations, sev-
eral Chicken Soup for 
the Soul books, NASA’s 

Goddard Space Center (“Rocket Science” went 
up on the Space Shuttle Atlantis’s May 2009 
mission to repair the Hubble Telescope), the 
classic folk song books “Rise Up Singing” and 
“Rise Again” and 15 CD’s. David is the winner 
of 5 Positive Music Awards and the 2015 Grace 
Note Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
New Thought Music. David will also offer an An-
gel Choir Workshop for residents and staff at 
4:30 that day. Watch for the sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board if we can be in the Center by 
then. 
 

 
Erin Lippard/Kenneth Osowski  

Mezzo Soprano and Piano 
Tuesday, August 18 – TBD – 7:30 p.m. 

 Erin and Ken, her extremely talented ac-
companist, will perform selections of light classi-
cal music, Broadway tunes, and some surpris-
es. Erin and Ken are both on the faculty at York 
College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ken and Brad Kolodner – American Roots 
Tuesday, August 25 – TBD – 7:30 p.m. 

 Regarded as one of the most influential 
hammered dulcimer players in North America, 
Baltimore’s Ken Kolodner has joined forces with 
his son Brad Kolodner, a renowned clawham-
mer banjo player to weave together a captivat-
ing soundscape 
blurring the lines 
of Old-Time, 
Bluegrass and 
American Roots 
music.  
 "This is 
old time music 
played in the 
purest way: at 
home, with fami-
ly, with heart, 
and with a crea-
tive curiosity that lets all listeners know that a 
passion for traditional music yet thrives in every 
generation." -- Dulcimer Player News 

Debby Kern 
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SURVIVAL IN HARD TIMES  
The Story of the Clivia 

                            photo by Lowell McMullin 
 The ancestor of this plant was a clivia 
given by my father to my mother at my birth on 
a cold winter day in January 1929 in Lΰbeck, 
Germany. The plant moved with us to Berlin in 
1933; and when we left Berlin to emigrate to the 
USA in 1938, my mother gave the plant to Clara 
Schwanke, a good friend who had known my 
father and would treasure it. 
    In the summer of 1963 George and I, newly 
married, traveled in Europe and visited Clara 
Schwanke in her house in Berlin. She and the 
plant had survived the war though she had had 
a time in prison for housing Jewish children. Sit-
ting high up on a cupboard, the clivia was in 
bloom. George admired it and Clara asked if he 
would like a slip. George, with confidence in his 
plant caring ability, said yes. And sure enough 
when we got back to Cambridge, Clara sent us 
three slips, each wrapped in newspaper 
(probably moist initially) in an envelope. Do you 
know what a botanical slip is? It is a segment of 
the root that is starting to sprout leaves. George 
succeeded in producing plants from these slips. 
These original plants were subsequently sepa-
rated into more clivias so that all three of our 
children now have descendents. I have two that 
produced stellar blooms (see photo above) in 
2020 – 91 years after its ancestor landed in my 
family. 

Brigitte Alexander 

FORUM IN TIME OF COVID-19 
Since the campus was closed down in 

March, the Forum Committee has been unable 
to bring live presenters to the campus. Instead, 
members have suggested a number of web-
sites and programs for residents to explore at 
their leisure. These have been most recently 
listed on the website calendar. The listings we 
suggest are not time sensitive, so really do not 
fit well on a calendar but in a grouping to be 
returned to over time. Some of the suggestions 
we have listed are below, as a general remind-
er of where you can search for interesting and 
informative websites and programs. 

Art Museums: Almost all art museums are 
producing interesting and enticing views 
of their collections and lectures.  

History and Science Museums: These 
Museums are also finding ways to keep 
their collections available to the public. 

Gardens: We are surrounded by many and 
almost all have their websites up with 
glorious pictures and some offer tours 
and lectures. 

Universities: Many Universities, their Li-
braries and Museums are on line with 
lots of avenues you can explore. 

Music Schools: Musicians are performing 
regularly and are presenting some 
amazing programs. Check out “Julliard 
Bolero,” and other offerings. 

In addition to these organizations, there are 
fascinating lectures on TED Talks, about every 
topic under the sun. Look up name of speaker 
if you know one or go to topics and search 
there.  TED Talks are about 20 minutes long. 
The same is true of Podcasts and YouTube, 
with YouTube selections being about 10 
minutes long. 

The Forum Committee hopes that these 
suggestions will help you feel very connected 
to the world beyond our campus and will chal-
lenge your mind and imagination. 

RESIDENT STATISTICS 
In Memoriam 

 
Betty J. Limberger     April 22, 2020 
Virginia Schofield     April 24, 2020 
James Marshall     May 6, 2020 
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ZOOMING 
 One of the happy consequences of our 
“stay at home” orders during the COVID-19 pan-
demic is that many of us have learned more 
about technology!  

Under the leadership of Thomas Swain, 
our Crosslands Residents Association (CRA) 
President, we have been learning to 
ZOOM.  When our CEO, Lisa Marsilio, first is-
sued the “stay at home” orders, Thomas started 
having a CRA Zoom Hour several times a 
week.  A Zoom Hour is a virtual meeting using 
the Zoom system software.  These virtual meet-
ings provided not only a wonderful opportunity to 
see each other’s smiling faces, but more im-
portantly, they provided the opportunity for com-
munity members to ask questions, express con-
cerns, and share information.  These sessions 
have also provided an opportunity for various 
members of the Administration to update us 
about issues at Crosslands.   

At the beginning of each CRA Zoom 
Hour, Thomas and Diane Hulse would provide a 
brief instructional session so that we could all 
learn some of the basic technical aspects of 
Zooming such as muting/unmuting yourself, get-
ting a participants list, and raising your “blue 
hand” (not your actual hand) to indicate that you 
wanted to speak.  One important feature of 
Zooming is that residents can participate even if 
they don’t have a computer, because one can 
simply phone in to the Zoom meeting. 

Throughout our Zooming experience, 
Thomas Swain, Diane Hulse, Bob Shipman, and 
David Rhoads have been available to give addi-
tional assistance to individuals who needed 
some help getting up and going with Zoom.  Our 
collective Zooming experience has been so posi-
tive and successful that the Administration 
agreed to buy a Zoom license for use by all four 
of our communities.  Individuals at each commu-
nity have been identified to be the primary host 
for their community.  These individuals have met 
via Zoom several times to dig deeper into the 
Zoom software.  In addition, more than 20 peo-
ple at Crosslands have had training on how to 
“host” a Zoom meeting. 

In addition to the CRA Zoom Hour meet-
ings, the Poetry Group and Friends Worship 
Group have been using Zoom for their meet-
ings.  A few committees are exploring the possi-
bility of using Zoom for presentations, concerts, 

or social gatherings for the community. Other 
committees are also encouraged to explore the 
possibility of using Zoom for their events. Con-
tact David Rhoads if you have questions.  Let’s 
all continue to Zoom!   

Elizabeth Rhoads 
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CRA FUND RAISING FOR 2020-2021 
 Soon you will receive a letter telling 
you that the fund raising campaign to support 
the functioning of our committees has started. 
Coping with the pandemic has altered our 
lifestyles and delayed the initiation of the 
campaign. We must plan to restart our pro-
grams and activities, and to do so, we need 
the financial support of our residents and 
friends. We hope all of us that enjoy the Mu-
sic Programs, the Forum presentations, the 
work in the Arts and Crafts room, and many 
other activities will contribute to keeping our 
fine activities moving forward. A check made 
out to the Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion (attention: CRA Treasurer) will be greatly 
appreciated. Please put your envelope in the 
residents’ “mailbox” outside the Center.  

Julie Knobil 
CRA Treasurer 


