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THE STORY BEHIND THE NEW WEBSITE  

 
 The Website Committee has a short article in this issue, but the Chronicle decided that 

residents would like to know more about how the new website developed. Accordingly, I was dis-
patched to interview Judy Heald, who chairs the committee.   

 The original website, created by a small committee headed by Kay Edstene and Don 
Scarborough, was ten years old, which in the world of electronic communication, is several lifetimes. 

Kay was not interested in taking on the significant 
task of re-making the website, so the CRA put out 
a request for interested people. Judy, Ginny Con-
nolly, Val Suter, Sara Jane Withers, Gale Hamil-
ton, Mary Barlow and Leo Gilmore responded, and 
Tracy Sedlak and Katie Stafford became major 
staff contributors. As time went by, other members 
were added. Judy informed me that the criterion 
for membership was not technical experience but 
rather willingness do the work necessary to get 
the job done (although Leo did add a lot of tech-

nical experience for the starting phase). She said that the committee developed a collegial atmos-
phere that helped the project move quickly. She also emphasized that the membership of the com-
mittee is not intended to be static—residents who might like to join the committee are welcome, and 
no experience or expertise is necessary.  Willingness to learn and be a part of a team are necessary.                        

One of the goals of the committee was to create a website that would allow better communi-
cation across the four campuses—Crosslands, Kendal, Cartmel, and Coniston—whose residents, for 
instance, might like to know what Crosslands is serving for dinner, or what excellent musical group 
will be presenting the evening’s entertainment. In order to be sure that the interests of all affected 
communities would be adequately represented, yet another committee was formed, the Four Cam-
pus Communication Committee, which consists of representatives of all four campuses.  

The Four Campus group began meeting in October of 2018. The Crosslands website shared-
platform invitation came from Kendal at the first meeting. 

The Kendal website seemed to be generally  acknowledged as an example of a well-working 
website, so the committee, with funds provided by the CRA, retained Internet Research and Devel-
opment of West Chester (IR&D), the firm that had worked on the Kendal website, to provide tech-
nical advice and assistance to the Crosslands committee. IR&D was asked to create a website that 
was attractive and easy to use, and to transfer useful information from the old website to the new. 
Information was to be accessed by a user with the minimum number of clicks possible. 

The committee also asked Kay Edstene, who monitored the old website, for statistics on what 
sort of information was most frequently sought on the site. She said the dinner menu was the most 
popular. They also consulted Isabel Olmsted on what people most wanted on Channel 9, and discov-
ered that the next most sought-after information was: what’s going on after dinner. This information is 
easily available on the new web site. As Editor of the Chronicle, I am of course interested in how 
easily Chronicle information might be accessed, so I checked and there it is—the word “Chronicle” is 
right on the home page, and one click will get you into what I guess you could call our archives.  

Congratulations are in order for the excellent product that the committee has turned out. 
      Larry Wood 

 

https://www.crosslandsres.org/ 
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Giving Thanks  
 Earlier Roman calendars made Novem-
ber the ninth month of the year (from the Latin 
novem meaning nine). In our Twenty-first Centu-
ry the penultimate month of the year reminds us 
that Thanksgiving is near. We Crosslands resi-
dents have many reasons to give thanks, one of 
which is Crosslands itself. 
 Many of you are aware of my recent med-
ical situation. After surgery, I was in Firbank for 
seven days. I became aware that the Health 
Center is not merely a satellite to our communi-
ty; it is an essential part for our well-being. Fir-
bank, as a part of our constellation, allows us to 
remain “in” community and allows us to maintain 
connections with our friends during an illness 
rather than separating us from the life giving 
nurture that helps us heal. We know that love 
and care are important medicines for healing. 
 The three groupings, or “families,” of Fir-
bank:—West, Central, and East—make man-
agement of individual engagement practicable 
and personal. Our need doesn’t get lost in 
“administrivia.” The morning cook in Central of-
fers a warm personal experience that few res-
taurants equal. I know one independent-living 
resident who goes out of her way to have break-
fast “with Bruce.” (Yes, any independent living 
resident can eat in any dining area. “Dunkin 
Hines” says you get the best “Bruce experience” 
when eating at the “bar” in Central.) 
 It probably doesn’t surprise you that 
Crosslands is known for its health care compo-
nent outside this community. My thoracic sur-
geon told me that because he knew the excel-
lence of Kendal Crosslands Health Center, he 
could send me home earlier from the hospital 
than he would other patients. He asked me to 
share that with the nurses because he thought 
they were frequently under-appreciated for their 
efforts.  
 During my “Firbank time” I became aware 
of the rich diversity of the staff in each of the 
three shifts that sustain the full operations of 
care. Firbank is the most integrated cultural ex-
pression in Crosslands. We can celebrate and 
be thankful for this diversity. 
 Another awareness that came to me was 
that all of the other departments work in similar 
concert for the wholeness of our community. 

(cont’d on page 6)   

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT… 

− On September 9th, “neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night” nor smoke which 
caused the Center to be evacuated, kept the 
Welcoming Committee from holding their 
monthly meeting? They regrouped and met at 
Judy Heald’s. 

− Thanks to Terry Borton and Casey Groff’s 
crew, three Crosslands trails (perimeter, 
Dave’s and Herb’s) have handrails on steep 
sections? In addition, Terry has done erosion 
control work on some of the trails. 

− 250 Canadian lobsters were steamed for the 
September 13 Lobster Fest? 

− Woolman’s lobby is now the place to take 
clothes to donate to AFSC? Put the clothes in 
small plastic bags. Put the bags in the laundry 
hamper which is on the left inside the lobby 
door. Park in parking lot #10. 

− The white floaters in the Crosslands pond are 
attached to the ropes staff use to haul in the 
bubbler mechanisms when they need service 
or repair? The bubblers circulate the water 
and organic supplements added to the water 
to help keep algae growth down. 

− You are invited to have fun and join the ping 
pong group as a player (singles, doubles), 
someone wanting to learn the game, specta-
tor, or score keeper? The “ping pongers” 
meet Tuesdays, 4 to 5 p.m., in the Sports 
Room (across from the Wood Shop; next to 
Brooke Worth). 

Diana Stevens 
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Duo Parisienne 
Nancy Bean, Violin and Viola 

Anne Sullivan, Harp 
Tues., Nov. 12—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 

Nancy Bean is a Curtis Institute graduate 
and was formerly the Assistant Concertmaster of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra. She is a founder of 
the Wister Quartet and is the artistic director of 
1807 & Friends. She has appeared as a soloist 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Seattle 
Symphony, the Seattle Philharmonic and the 
Concerto Soloists of Philadelphia. Anne Sullivan, 
also a Curtis graduate, first appeared as soloist 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra at the age of 12. 
She was the principal harpist of the Orchestra of 
the Pennsylvania Ballet and has been a member 
of the music faculty at the Curtis Institute. She 
was the principal harpist of the Delaware Sym-
phony and has accompanied popular artists 
such as Luciano Pavarotti and Frank Sinatra. 
Duo Parisienne has delighted audiences at 
Crosslands in the past, and we look forward to a 
similarly enjoyable experience this year. 
 

 
Augustine Mercante, countertenor 

Lauren Conrad, soprano 
Hiroko Yamazaki, piano 

Tues., Nov. 26—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 

Described by the N.Y. Times as a 
"glowing countertenor," Augustine Mercante en-
joys an active career performing repertoire from 
the Baroque to more recent work. Highlights of 
recent seasons include performances with the 
American Spiritual Ensemble at Avery Fisher 
Hall, and appearances on the west coast includ-
ing the mid-Columbia Symphony and the Ore-
gon Bach Festival. He earned a Fulbright Schol-
arship to study in Augsburg, Germany. Gus is a 
graduate of the University of North Texas and 
the University of Delaware and is a founding 
member of the Rainbow Chorale of Delaware. 
He also helped found Lifesongs, an organization 
that provides financial assistance to charities, 
individuals with special needs, and community-
centered projects. Gus will be joined in concert 
by soprano Lauren Conrad. They will be accom-
panied by Hiroku Yamazaki. 

Tricia Reed 
 

 
In Memory of Nicholas La Para 

Fri., Nov. 15—Penny’s Garden Lounge 
7:00 p.m. 

  
 I have saved all of the clever posters he 
made for the Sing Along (see bulletin board) and 
will be sharing them with all of you as time goes 
by 

   Sarah Lee Houston  
 

 

 

Trumpet & Piano 
Barbara Prugh and Terry Klinefelter 

Sat., Nov. 9—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 

These two gifted musicians are highly 
skilled in performing many different styles of mu-
sic, so besides a few classical selections on the 
program, we will be treated to some popular 
tunes and jazz, including an arrangement of 
Rhapsody in Blue for trumpet and piano.  

Manya Bean 

 
Photographing Wildlife in Our National Parks 

Speaker: Dee Langevin,  
Award-winning Photographer 

Fri., Nov. 8—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 
 Photographing wildlife in our National 
Parks, Forests, Monuments and other Public 

Lands is both challenging and 
exhilarating. Learn how Dee 
Langevin finds elusive wildlife 
and how she captures award-
winning images while respect-
ing the wonderful heritage in 
our beautiful parks. Dee will 

share some of her favorite locations as well as 
techniques for photographing land mammals, 
birds and sea creatures in their natural environ-
ments. 
 Prepare for a rich and delightful journey 
through our stunning National Parks! 

Bob Suter 

MUSIC COMMITTEE SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 

LIGHT & LIVELY 

CAMERA CLUB 
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RESIDENT STATISTICS 
Transfers 

 
Jane Murray  Audland 512 

 
In Memoriam 

 
Kasia Davies  September 27, 2019 
Nicholas La Para  October 3, 2019 

 
Crosslands extends its deepest sympathy to 
family and friends on the loss of their loved 

ones. 

 
Media and Politics: State of the Nation 

Wed., Nov. 6—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
Speaker: Ralph Begleiter, Founding Director 
of the Center for Political Communication; 

Emeritus Professor and Distinguished  
Journalist, University of Delaware;  

World Affairs Correspondent CNN 1981-1999. 
 

Former CNN world affairs correspondent 
Ralph Begleiter surveys the state of journalism 
and politics in the United States at the end of 
three years under the Trump administration, and 
at the traditional start of the 2020 presidential 
campaign. Where do people get their information 
about public affairs? Whom do they trust? And 
what does that portend for next year’s presiden-
tial and congressional elections? 

Since the late 1960’s, Ralph Begleiter has 
been a student of national and international af-
fairs. His work has been recognized by the As-
sociated Press, United Press International, and 
his alma mater, Brown University, which named 
him among the 100 alumni having “the greatest 
impact…on the twentieth century”. Begleiter’s 
November 2018 Forum Lecture, Aftermath of the 
2018 Election: Reading the Tea Leaves for U.S. 
Public Policy, received rave reviews: “Thank you 
for bringing Begleiter here in such a timely fash-
ion. The overflow audience indicates it was ap-
preciated.” “Thank you for your insightful plan-
ning for the Forum Committee. I remembered 
Ralph Begleiter from last year’s presentation. 
His insights, charts, and maps, were invaluable 
in bringing order to our chaotic political scene. 
(Some order!)” 

 
2019-2020 Supreme Court 

Tues., Nov. 19—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Alan Garfield,  

Distinguished Professor of Law, 
Widener University Delaware Law School 

 
Abortion rights as well as protection for 

young immigrants and LGBT people are among 
the high-profile cases the Supreme Court will 
consider during its 2019-2020 term. The Court 

will also consider a case in-
volving an Obamacare “bait 
and switch” on insurance 
companies; a case involving 
whether states can bar reli-
gious schools from a student-
aid program; and the first ma-
jor Second Amendment case 
in nearly a decade in New 

York State Rifle & Pistol Association Inc. v. City 
of New York.  

Professor Garfield will comment on some 
of the upcoming cases and the challenges the 
Court might face as Chief Justice John Roberts 
tries to keep the Court clear of partisan politics.  

Garfield writes and teaches in the area of 
Constitutional Law so is well-positioned to exam-
ine the constitutional issues involved with this 
term’s cases. Those of you who heard Professor 
Garfield speak at last December’s Forum about 
When Law and Religion Collide know that he is 
a knowledgeable teacher who engages his lis-
teners. 

Diana Stevens 
  

FORUM COMMITTEE 

 
KCC—WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY  

PARTNERSHIP 
Amahl and the Night Visitors 

Sun., Dec. 1—2:00 p.m. 
Uptown! Knauer Performing Arts Center, 

Peggy Dunn 
Crosslands Rep. 

Juanett Goins 
KCC Human Relations 
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CRA CONCERNS SESSION 

 

Tuesday, November 19 
Music Room 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

IN THE GALLERY 

BOOK REVIEW  
 

Midnight in Chernobyl 
by Adam Higginbotham 

Mon., Nov. 18—Wm. Penn Rm.—11:00 a.m. 
Reviewer: Peter Lane 

 

This book is an indelible portrait of one of 
the great disasters of the twen-
tieth century, of human resili-
ence and ingenuity, and the 
lessons learned when mankind 
seeks to bend the natural world 
to its will—lessons which, in 
the face of climate change and 
other threats, remain not just 

vital but necessary.  
Peter Lane 

IMPORTANT VOTER INFORMATION 
 

November 5, 2019: General Election 
All voters voting for the first time in this pre-
cinct, MUST show ID. 

NEW VOTING MACHINE 
The new machine (DS200) is similar to the pre-
vious M100. But, there are now two choices for 
filling out a ballot. 

Both 1 and 2 produce a paper record. 
1) A new machine that will fill out the ballot for 

you is available. It has a touch screen, the 
print can be enlarged and the background 
can be changed for easier reading by those 
with visual problems. It also has an audio 
feature that will read the ballot to the user 
and explain the next step. THIS MACHINE 
IS NOT A VOTING MACHINE. It will print 
out a completed paper ballot that the voter 
can review. The voter will then place it into 
the same machine (DS200) as the paper 
ballots from 2 (below) to be counted. 

2) A paper ballot with ovals to be filled in that is  
similar to the previous one. One difference 
is that the ovals are darker and easier to 
see. The completed ballot is counted on the 
DS200 machine. 

Please be patient when voting. Your neighbors 
manning the polls are using this system for the 
first time also. There may be delays during this 
learning process, but we hope that the changes 
will be beneficial for all voters. 

Bonnie Marcus 
Judge of Elections 

Dennis K. Park Exhibit 
Oct. 31 - Jan.8 

 

Dennis, a native of Chester County and a 
graduate of Unionville High School, pursued an 
education in fine art and graphic design at the 
York Academy of Fine Arts, including study with 
Dennis Minch. His work  is seen now in local gal-
leries and throughout the U.S. 

Intent on capturing the flavor and heritage 
of our current surroundings and days gone by, 
Dennis has a goal of instilling strong feeling into 
each of his paintings. One piece entitled The Last 
Look  is a whimsical study of the carousel at Le-
nape Park which is now closed 

This exhibit will include original paintings 
and prints, thus making images available to a 
wide range of interested persons. 

Nancy Geary Pereira  

  

NEW ITEMS IN THE SHOP: 
• Tote bags by Jane Roberts to fit on  
 walkers 
• Capes for the Fall & Winter 
• Thanksgiving cards 
• Compression socks 

 
The Sunflower Shop is now open Tuesday  
evenings from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Sharon Mitchell 

 

SUNFLOWER SHOP NEWS 
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BALANCING OUR FOOD BUDGET; 
HOW IS IT DONE? 

 
“It’s easy,” announced John Platt, Director 

of Culinary Services, in answer to my question 
about how Culinary Services plan for holidays, 
vacation periods, and special events. He leaned 
back in his chair and clasped his hands behind 

his head.  
“We have the histori-
cal data and we first 
look back at about 
two years-worth of it. 
Then we check that 
information against 
our current expenses 
and that gives us a 
good idea of where 

there will likely be changes in expenses—
normally of course they are higher in the pre-
sent. We look ahead to special meals, holidays, 
the onset of winter when the prices of meat, pro-
duce, etc. usually rise. Then we figure in the rate 
of inflation. Then we consider the information our 
vendors give us about food availability and mar-
ket prices.  

“Of course we have to take account of up-
coming holidays. For instance, in December, we 
serve more meat and sweets. We know that 
Tuesday dinners are usually heavily attended 
because it is a busy night for special events. I 
have meetings with my staff every 4 to 6 weeks 
to go over these figures and check them accord-
ing to experience.  

“Then we have two months to refine and 
solidify the data and to prepare to present three 
budgets for both communities to the Finance 
Committee (Chief Finance Officer Ed Plasha, 
Interim Executive Officer Kevin Jones, and Con-
troller Nicole Schlosser). These are separate 
budgets for Capital Expenditure, Staffing, and 
Operations. When the Finance Committee has 
amended and approved them, we prepare the 
staff to work within them. And then we are ready 
to start the process again. 

“We have to be flexible, of course. A par-
ticularly volatile budget item is the one for per-
sonnel. Almost all our serving staff and kitchen 
helpers are students, and their schedules and 
needs lead to frequent departures. Each new 
hire gets five nights of supervised mentoring by  

 

one of the more experienced wait staff. This 
seems to work very well. 

“Another element in our budgeting is the 
ongoing effort to make use of ecologically favor-
able materials. For instance, it took quite a while 
to convince users that they could enjoy their cof-
fee just as much with paper cups as with 
Styrofoam. Or that paper straws could do the job 
just as well as plastic. This is ecologically im-
portant—we had been using an enormous 
amount of plastic with just these items—but it 
also affects our budget because plastic and 
Styrofoam are cheaper than paper. 

“We do physical and financial inventories 
each month regularly, like balancing one’s 
checkbook, and make necessary adjustments. 
So we stay on top of things.” 

Guiltily, I thanked John Platt for his time, 
wondering how he had managed to fit me in. 

Betty Nathan 
 
 

FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT 
(cont’d from page 2) 
 
Think of the manifold departments: Administra-
tion, Food Service, Finance, Housekeeping, 
Maintenance, Transportation, Resident Care, 
Health Service, Fitness and Wellness, Activities, 
and residents as the whole of our community. 
Think of the number of people that work in each 
of these departments (maybe 400 employees?) 
and add to that the various independent contrac-
tors KCC employs. That adds another group of 
people who work to keep us going. 

Why does this extensive network of de-
partments and working people exist?  
 Crosslands exists solely for our need as 
older residents to sustain our welfare and com-
mon wealth. That is astonishing. Our individual 
monthly fees go to support us—each of us—to 
have the “Life, Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness” 
that is guaranteed to us as people. It is our need 
that initiated such a caring system. Our need is a 
gift to all of these people. It is a gift to us as well. 
 It overwhelms me to be part of an exten-
sive care network with companions and friends 
who are caught up in a loving, enabling, and 
supporting environment. 
 This indeed is reason to give thanks.  
 

Thomas Swain 
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Deadline for December 2019 CHRONICLE 
articles is November 10.  Anonymous articles 
are not accepted and all are subject to editing. 
Please send them by email to:  
XLChronicle2@gmail.com; or put them in the 
Chronicle’s open box. 

NEED A RIDE HOME AT NIGHT AFTER A 
CONCERT, FORUM OR OTHER EVENING 

EVENT? 
Dial Firbank at 5622 and a bus will come for 
you in minutes. Forget the number? Refer to 
the sign on the telephone table or press the 
button on the wall near the door. 

 
 
Changing Your Perspective On Aging And 

Dementia 
Wed., Nov. 13—Wm. Penn Rm.—10:30 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Mandy Cheskis, MS, CCC/SLP 

 
Mandy has over 25 years’ experience and 

is very passionate about providing quality 
healthcare to people living 
with dementia. She is a 
speech pathologist who has 
earned the AMI Practitioner 
certificate in Montessori for 
Aging and Dementia. She is 
recognized as a master clini-
cian in cognitive communica-

tion deficits, serves as an educator and is an ex-
pert/mentor in the field.  

Please come to the program and learn: 
• The REAL reason why elders become de-

pressed, exit seek and walk about  
• How to enjoy an engaging visit with a loved 

one 
• How to use simple tools to help people with 

cognitive impairment 
• How to develop the skills to communicate ef-

fectively with people with dementia 
 As a specialist in language, communica-

tion and swallowing disorders, Mandy is very 
sensitive to the challenges for the person living 
with dementia. She experiences daily the strug-
gles of loved ones and caregivers to maintain 
their connections and meaningful relationships. 
Very often people feel  their loved one is no long-
er the person they used to be. Mandy is commit-
ted to preserving patients’ abilities and maintain-
ing pathways for meaningful connections. You 
don’t want to miss this educational opportunity! 

Beatriz Cordova-Pedroza 
Director, Resident Care 

 
 

Updated Edition of Who’s Here at  
Crosslands 

 
 A new edition of Who’s Here at Cross-
lands was recently distributed by email. If you 
did not receive this update of biographies of 
Crosslands residents and would like to be add-
ed to the recipient list, please leave a note in 
Box 179 with your email address. Biographies 
can also be found on the resident website.  
 A paper version, without photographs, 
will be distributed in January to residents who 
cannot access email or the internet. Those indi-
viduals should leave a note in Box 179 express-
ing their wish to receive the annual printed edi-
tion.  

Hollis Scarborough 

BIOGRAPHIES COMMITTEE KCC Dementia Education Committee 

Nicholas A. La Para 
November 27, 1937— 

October 3, 2019 
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Network (1976) 

Sat., Nov. 2—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 
 

An unbalanced and out-of-control news 
anchor exploited by an ambitious and amoral 

television executive and 
egged on by the eccen-
tric billionaire who owns 
the network. All this con-
ceived by Paddy Cha-
yevsky back in 1976 (and 
revived this year as a 

Broadway musical). The source of several lines 
that have become classic, including, "I'm mad as 
hell, and I'm not going to take it any more!" With 
Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway, William Holden, 
and Robert Duvall.  Winner of Oscars for best 
screenplay, best actor, and best actress. Run 
time:121 minutes.  

Ron Broude 
 

Tea with the Dames (2019) 
Thurs., Nov. 7—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
Four celebrated English actresses—

Eileen Atkins, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright, and 
Maggie Smith—reminisce about theatre, film, 
and their careers therein. For those interested in 
English theatre and film, this is a fascinating 
glimpse of actresses of our own generation who 
have aged along with us. Run time: 84 minutes. 

Ron Broude 
 

We Put Our Shorts On 
Sat., Nov.16—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 

Two “How to” short films by Robert 
Benchley (1889 -1945): 

How to Sleep (1935) 
How to Train a Dog (1936) 

Charlie Chaplin's (1889 - 1977) first fea-
ture film: 

The Kid (1921) 
Dave Peacefull 

 

 
 
 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUES 

MOVIE COMMITTEE POETRY GROUP 

Special Fall Poetry Night 
Fri., Nov. 22—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
The Crosslands Poetry Group presents a 

Special Fall Poetry Night to Honor Nicholas La 
Para, a long-time member and gifted poet and 
artist. Members of the Poetry Group will be read-
ing several of Nicholas' poems.  

A sign-up sheet for additional presenters 
will be posted. For questions or further infor-
mation, please contact me. 

Cindy Falcoff 

Interfaith Thankfulness 
Wed., Nov. 20—Wm. Penn Lounge—4:00 p.m. 
 

Please join us for this special Interfaith 
Dialogue program welcoming Kathy McDevitt, 
daughter of Crosslands resident Bob Donecker. 
Kathy will reflect with us about how we, in our 
various faith communities, can express thankful-
ness together, at this or any time of year. She 
will invite us to share our thoughts and experi-
ences on thankfulness. 

Kathy will also talk about some of her ex-
periences organizing the Interfaith Action Com-
mittee of northern Chester County. 

Sharon Sundial 
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Bev and Sid Brookes    Apt.129 
February 2019 

Bev and Sid Brookes have adjusted to life 
at Crosslands like ducks to water, in part be-
cause they lived in Cartmel for 
nine years before moving across 
the street. Sid’s superb organiza-
tional skills, which he described 
as getting his ducks in a row, 
aided the move because of the 
labeling system he devised so 
that the Brookes’ Cartmel kitchen 
cabinets corresponded to their 
Crosslands cabinets. Well before the end of 
move day, all kitchen items were where they be-
longed. Bev’s caring, outgoing personality quick-
ly led her to new friends and she’s joined  the 
Crosslands Welcoming Committee. 

The Brookes have lived in Pennsbury 
Township since 1976 and have been active com-
munity members. Sid, a fellow of the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers, has been on the 
board of the Chester County Water Resource 
Authority since 1999 and is currently chair. In 
1990 when Bev was elected Jury Commissioner 
of Chester County, she worked with Crosslands 
resident Larry Wood who was President Judge 
at the time. Bev also spent 13 years as a public 
member of the PA State Real Estate Commis-
sion. 

Bev and Sid are family oriented,  joining 
their three children in cheering 
for the six grandchildren in their 
sporting events and enjoying 
time with them at their Rehoboth 
Beach house for which Sid 
served as general contractor and 
Bev as chief adviser, viz. “we 
must have one BIG room for 
family and friend gatherings”. 
Cruises are another favorite ac-

tivity for the Brookes. As planners, they already 
have reservations for their cruises through Feb-
ruary 2021. Bev has her cruise wardrobe stored 
very cleverly, ready to pack whenever it is cruise 
time. 

Diana Stevens 
 

 

Kay and Jim Sharp      Apt. 143 
July 2019 

Kay and Jim arrived in Crosslands on July 
25 and have settled in fast! Kay has signed up to 

play the wicked Stepmother (a 
speaking part!) in Cinderella 
(the Christmas play), is taking 
bridge lessons, and has signed 
on to work in both the Library 
and the Sunflower Shop. She 
loves to read (especially things 
about WWII) and is a quilter. 
She has already joined the 

Chester County League of Women Voters as 
she had been an active member for 16 years in 
the League where she lived. And Jim loves bicy-
cling around the campus, walking and maintain-
ing the trails, gardening, and is learning to play 
tennis. He already has plans for his new garden 
plot here. He is a devotee of well-seasoned food 
and brings his own dried cayenne (and other) 
peppers to the center to liven up the meals.  

Kay and Jim met while both were gradu-
ate students in Psychology at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit. After graduat-
ing, they migrated to Ithaca, NY, 
the only place that could offer 
them both jobs in their field. Kay 
first taught at Ithaca College, 
and then signed on with the 
state of NY at the Willard Psy-
chiatric Center in Ovid, NY. She 
was there for 11 years, then 
worked for the County, doing 
court social service evaluations for 15 years.  
 Jim had dreams of studying physics and 
volunteered to join the Navy, hoping to become 
a nuclear electronics technician. By the time he 
enrolled, the Navy had reevaluated their needs 
and called for Russian language linguists in-
stead! So off he went to language school in Mon-
terey, CA, where he learned to listen into Soviet 
naval communications. He served in Texas, Tur-
key and Scotland, where he reported on the col-
lision of two Russian destroyers out of Mur-
mansk, who were trying to track down a U.S. 
submarine which had penetrated their defenses 
during the Cold War.  (cont’d on next page) 

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 
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(NEW RESIDENTS—cont’d from page 9)  
After nearly four years in the Navy, Jim 

entered Indiana University where he majored not 
in physics, but in psychology, with a minor in 
Russian, for which the University gave him 2.5 
years of credit for his Navy training. After getting 
his Ph.D. from Wayne State, he was hired as a 
psychologist to work in the specialized unit for 
alcoholics at the Willard Psychiatric Center (25 
miles from Ithaca) where he remained for his en-
tire professional career. He discovered he loved 
working with people with addictions. Then, in 
1995, the new Governor of New York decided 
that the Willard Hospital should be shut down, 
leaving both Jim and Kay out of a job. But the 
alcohol and drug abuse facility, which Jim had 
built into the most successful addiction treatment 
center in NY State, was given a reprieve, and he 
remained as director of the abuse facility until he 
retired. The rest of the hospital was turned into a 
prison.  

Was it hard to leave Ithaca? Yes and no. 
The Sharps made many friends in the more than 
30 years they lived there, and loved their home 
on 26 acres deep in the woods, with their many 
German shepherds. Anticipating retirement, they 
visited several  of the Kendal CCRCs (including 
the one in Ithaca) but were attracted by the 
woods and fields around Crosslands and the 
idea of moving to an area where the winters 
were not quite as harsh as they can be in Ithaca.  

Jim and Kay have one daughter, three 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Julie Knobil 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. When was the Kendal Crosslands  
 Arboretum (KCA) established? 
 The KCA was established in 2011. Resi-
dents realized that trees and woody plants are 
valuable assets for our own enjoyment and that 
a beautiful environment attracts prospective resi-
dents who appreciate a bucolic atmosphere. In 
2016 the KCA became accredited by the Morton 
Arboretum Accreditation Program, and in 2018, 
we achieved the status of a Level Two arbore-
tum. There is only one other CCRC in the nation 
with this designation.  
2.  Who takes care of the trees?   
 We all do! Interested residents at Cross-

lands and Kendal “adopt” one or more trees to 
make sure that they are thriving and report to the 
Crosslands or Kendal Arboretum Teams. The 
KCA Curator (Casey Groff) takes care of any 
problems.  
3. How is the KCA funded?  
 The KCA is NOT a committee of the 
Crosslands or Kendal Residents Associations 
and receives no funds from these associations. 
The KCA is funded entirely by tax-deductible do-
nations made to the KCA fund, which supports 
administrative expenses, and the purchase of 
Gift Trees donated as memorials to family mem-
bers or friends. The Grounds Staff of ten, funded 
by the KCC budget, maintains the trees. 
4. What does the KCA offer to residents 
and to the public? The KCA is open to the pub-
lic and two educational programs are offered 
yearly. Occasional guided tours are scheduled, 
and extra tours are available on request. 
• The KCA supplies maps, lists and information 

on the trees along ten “loop 
walks” on the joint campus. 
These self-guided tours consist 
of five loop walks on the Cross-
lands campus and five loop 
walks (two general plus three 
seasonal) on the Kendal cam-
pus. The walks are self-guided 
along paved surfaces so that 

they are accessible, and the trees are identi-
fied with display tags. 

• An Adopt-A-Tree Program is ongoing on both 
campuses. The KCA welcomes resident vol-
unteers to help keep a watchful eye on Arbor 
Day trees, Gift trees, as well as Loop Walk 
trees. 

• Interested resident volunteers oversee a pro-

gram to introduce the life cycle of trees to 

children at the KCC Day Care Center. 

• Display cases outside the Crosslands Center 

illustrate seasonal attractions of the KCA. 

• The KCA has developed featured collections 

of magnolia, dogwood, and redbud. Details 

on these featured collections, as well as trees 

highlighted along the loop walks, can be 

viewed on the searchable website 

www.kcarboretum.org maintained by resi-

dents. 

Julie Knobil 

KENDAL CROSSLANDS ARBORETUM 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
When local daylight time is about to 
reach Sunday, November 3, 2019, 
2:00 AM, clocks are turned back-
ward 1 hour to Sunday, November 
3, 2019, 1:00 AM local standard 
time instead.  

Would you like to hear the information present-
ed on TV9? Just call 484-770-5711. Press “9” to 
hear a recording of the current day’s information 
on TV9. 

Thurs., Dec. 5—Wm. Penn Rm. 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

Put this on your advance calendar for De-
cember! A plethora of pottery, jewelry, wooden 
bowls and animals, knitted and sewn creations, 
holiday gifts and flowers, all on display for your 
holiday desires. Almost all products of residents’ 
handiwork! Proceeds to CRA! 

Cynthia LaPara 

CROSSLANDS CRAFTS SALE 

 

AFTERNOON DAYTIME BRIDGE 
TUESDAYS at 1:00 p.m. 

William Penn Lounge 
 

 Do you play bridge on the computer? Re-
cently, I was reading about an eleven-year-old 
boy who was watching his mother play the game 
on their family’s computer. He became so inter-
ested that his mother took him to her bridge 
class. His response was, “I think this game is 
like chess. It makes you think differently. You 
have to practice good thinking, and it will help 
your common sense.” So, perhaps that’s one 
reason for the large increase in the number of 
High School and College Bridge Clubs. 
 Recently, Crosslands has welcomed 
some new bridge-playing residents. We hope 
that you can find a game to fit your skill level. 
There are nighttime duplicate and rubber games 
and a daytime party bridge game every week.  
 The daytime party bridge may be just the 
right cold weather activity you’re looking for. So, 
if you do play bridge, come and join us. We look 
forward to welcoming you. 
 In order to have the correct number of 
players, advance notice is appreciated. For de-
tails, check the bulletin Board or contact me to 
sign up. 
PS: Group lessons can be arranged at Foulk 
Studios, Wilmington, DE. 

Denny Schreyer 

 WEBSITE COMMITTEE 
https://www.crosslandsres.org/ 

 
 

Website facts: 
 
• When you contact the website 
committee, one of the six rotating 
‘Editors of the Day’ responds: 

Mary Barlow    Judy Heald    
Ginny Connolly Valerie Suter    
Gale Hamilton Sara Jane Withers 
• When you submit a green form asking for 

help, one of the five website helpers re-
sponds: 

Elisa Barbis  Bob Shipman  
Debby Kern  Nancy Shipman  
Lois Reid 
• You can make a reservation online for the 

Dining Room and you will receive a 
confirmation:  

 On the Culinary Page, click on 
the green button that says, “Online 
Reservation”. 
The Committee is looking for more Website 
Helpers and editors. Contact us via email 
to :editors@crosslandsres.org, use the 
“Contact Us” link on the website, or place a 
note in the Website Open Box. 

Val Suter 
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The Arab/Israeli Dilemma 
 

No issue has dominated the world’s con-
tinuous attention over the 
past seventy years more 
than the Arab/Israeli di-
lemma. Since the found-
ing of Israel in 1948 there 
have been multiple wars, 
conferences, and refu-
gees. This course will 
look at the historical 
background behind the 
Arab and Israeli claims 
for the land known as 
Palestine up to World 
War II. The intention is to 
clarify the impact of World 

War I which turned a dispute based on factual 
realities into one dominated by partisan fears 
and passions. 

Jeff Heim, accomplished lecturer and his-
tory expert on this challenging topic, is a mem-
ber of Widener University's Lifelong Learning 
faculty. 

Sessions will be held on Fridays, Novem-
ber 15 and 22, and December 6, 13 and 20. The 
classes will be held in the Wm. Penn Room 
starting at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 11:15 a.m.. 

A notice has been posted on the bulletin 
board explaining how to sign up for the course. 
The cost will be $30 covering all five classes. 

Do join us and contact a Committee 
member if you have any questions: Dick Kline, 
Chair, Betty Nathan, Karen Satterthwaite, Jack 
Schultz, and Joan Waller 

                                                           Dick Kline 
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION TIPS  

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Fall 2019 Lifelong Learning Course 

TRY-US 
 

Our Try-Us Program is celebrating its 9
th
 

year and has been a re-
sounding success at both 
Kendal and Crosslands. The 
Sales and Marketing De-
partment is looking for a 
Resident Leader for the pro-
gram at Crosslands, a posi-
tion which has proved effec-
tive at Kendal. The Resident 
Leader will be the interface 
between Sales and Market-
ing and residents, locating 

volunteers who agree to perform hosting duties 
for the visitiors, and then coordinating their 
schedules.  

If you are interested in this position or if 
you are willing to serve as a host, you can make 
a big contribution to keeping the Try-Us program 
actively successful. Please contact me at 610-
388-5613 or EEvans@xlands.kendal.org. 

Ellen Evans 

 
CRA BOARD MEETING 

 

Monday, November 4 
William Penn Room & Lounge 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  
 
 

mailto:EEvans@xlands.kendal.org
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 
Fiction 
Archer, Jeffrey – Nothing Ventured 
Atwood, Margaret – The Testaments 
Chevalier, Tracy – A Single Thread 
Davis, Fiona – The Chelsea Girls 
King, Stephen – The Institute 
Patchett, Ann – The Dutch House 
Prescott, Lara – The Secrets We Kept 
Rooney, Sally – Conversations With Friends 
Rushdie, Salman - Quichotte 
 
Mystery 
Cleeves, Ann – The Long Call 
Carter, Andrea – Treacherous Strand 
Penny, Louise – A Better Man 
Perry, Anne – Death in Focus: an Elena 
Standish novel 
Woods, Stuart – Contraband 
 
Biography 
Alexie, Sherman – You Don’t Have To Say You Love Me 
Everitt, Anthony -- Alexander the Great: His Life and His Mysterious Death 
Power, Samantha – The Education of an Idealist 
 
NonFiction 
Plumly, Stanley – The Immortal Evening: a Legendary Dinner with Keats, 
   Wordsworth and Lamb 
 

Did you know where this is?  
It’s part of the junction of the two stop signs at Dyer 
Straits. No one sent us an identification! 

Do you know where this is?  
Send your answer to  
XLChronicle2@gmail.com or leave it in 
the Chronicle open mailbox. Please in-
clude your name and apartment number. 

Photo by Jan Broude 

VIDEOS 
DVDs 
 
Maiden - an all-female crew enters the Whitbread 
Round the World sailing race. 
The Biggest Little Farm - a heartwarming documen-
tary about a sustainable family farm. 
Amazing Grace - Aretha Franklin documentary  
Luce - family drama about a young black man in 
America. 
The Mustang - an ex-convict becomes a wild horse 
trainer. 
 
Donations 
 
Civil War Journal; The Conflict Begins - History 
Channel documentary 
John Wayne - 25 films on 4 DVDs 

Photos by Paul Stevens 
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Fri., Nov. 1. NAME TAG DAY. 
Sat., Nov. 2. Movie. Network. Wm. Penn Rm., 
7:15 p.m. 
Sun., Nov. 3. Daylight Savings Time Ends. 
Turn clocks back 1 hour at 2:00 a.m. 
Mon., Nov. 4. Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Nov 5. ELECTION DAY. Polls open 7:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Wm. Penn Rm. 
Wed., Nov. 6. Forum. Media And Politics: State 
Of The Nation. Speaker: Ralph Begleiter. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Nov. 7. Movie. Tea With The Dames. 
Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Fri., Nov. 8. Camera Club. Photographing Wild-
life in our National Parks. Speaker: Dee Lange-
vin. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Nov. 9. Light & Lively. Trumpet & Piano. 
Barbara Prugh and Terry Klinefelter. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 11. VETERANS DAY. 
Tues., Nov. 12. Caregivers Support Group. 
Meditation Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Nov. 12. Music Committee. Duo Paris-
ienne. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Nov. 13. Dementia Education. Changing 
Your Perspective On Aging And Dementia. 
Speaker: Mandy Cheskis. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:30  
a.m.to 12:00 p.m. 
Fri., Nov. 15. NAME TAG DAY. 

Fri., Nov. 15. Continuing Education Commit-
tee. Fall Series begins: The Arab/Israeli Dilem-
ma.  Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Fri., Nov. 15. Sing Along with Sarah Lee. Pen-
ny’s Garden Lounge, 7:00 p.m. 
Sat., Nov. 16. Movie. We Put On Our Shorts. 
Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 18. Book Review. Midnight In Cher-
nobyl. Reviewer: Peter Lane. Wm. Penn Rm., 
11:00 a.m. 
Tues., Nov. 19. CRA Concerns Session. Op-
portunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Music Room, 10:00 -11:00 a.m. 
Tues., Nov. 19. Forum. 2019-2020 Supreme 
Court. Speaker: Alan Garfield. Wm. Penn Rm., 
7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Nov. 20. Interfaith Dialogues. Interfaith 
Thankfulness. Wm. Penn Lounge, 4:00 p.m. 
Fri., Nov. 22. Poetry Group. Special Fall Poetry 
Night. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Tues., Nov. 26. Music Committee. Gus Mer-
cante, countertenor. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30  p.m. 
Thurs., Nov. 28. THANKSGIVING DAY 

 

Advance Notice 
Sun., Dec. 1. KCC & WCU Partnership. Amahl 
and the Night Visitors. Knauer Performing Arts 
Center, 2:00 p.m. 
Thurs., Dec. 5. Crosslands Crafts Sale. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

November  
Coming Events 

To be listed in Coming Events an EVENTS SERVICES REQUEST FORM must be received by 
the tenth of the month preceding the issue month. Forms are available from the receptionist. 


