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C R O S S L A N D S  C H R O N I C L E  

THE CROSSLANDS “FARM” 
 

How I long for a fresh still-warm-from-the-garden tomato, sliced, and sprinkled with chives. 
The problem is—those wonderful vegetables—where to get them. I could grow my own in the vege-
table garden! Better yet, I can cozy up to one of the almost 30 folks who have plots in our vegetable 
garden located in the hollow of the service road between Crosslands and Kendal. But I would have 

to pick one of the special people who grow vegetables, since 
some specialize in growing only flowers.  
 Dick Blanchard and Garry Stone coordinate the almost 
10,000 square feet of Crosslands gardens. Dick calls himself the 
“hose man”, monitoring the manifold which controls four hoses 
which run into the main garden. He also manages the weeds 
that grow in the wood-chip covered walkways with the judicious 
use of a weed killer. Garry is the Garden Committee Secretary. 
He keeps track of members, plot assignments, and email re-
minders, along with land management matters.  He demonstrat-
ed his novel means of weed control within the garden plots: 
When apartments are renovated, Tom, the carpet contractor, 

removes the old carpeting and, instead of simply sending it to the landfill, 
cuts it into strips which can be laid down between the rows of vegetables or flowers to inhibit weed 
growth and provide a clever way of keeping your feet dry and free of mud while working your garden.  

And what about mulching? Tony Wahl buys a truck-load of salt-meadow hay (presumably no 
weed seeds in it) from the Farm Store in West Chester each year for the gardeners to use as mulch. 
And Betsy Walker’s family supplies a dump-truck load of mushroom compost to use as a soil amend-
ment.    

How can you qualify for a garden plot? Just sign up in March when the committee meets, and 
that’s it. But there are rules: You must clear your plot of weeds by May 1, 
participate in the spring and fall communal clean-ups, and keep your plot 
weed-free for the summer to make sure your weeds do not contaminate 
other’s plots. If you cannot do it, then hire someone to do it, and be sure 
to designate a garden buddy to do your job while you are on vacation. 
There is a new shed fitted out with every imaginable tool needed for easy 
gardening. And please wash off the tools you use before replacing them 
in their appointed spot in the shed.  

 Where does the garden bounty go? The 
flower-growers cut flowers twice a week for the Flower Décor Committee so 
that all summer long our Center is filled with the beautiful and imaginative 
arrangements we all love. On a third day, they cut flowers for the Horticultur-
al Therapy group so that  Firbank residents can create their own bouquets 
for their rooms. Crosslands vegetable farmers are encouraged to share their 
bounty with others by leaving it at the table at the entrance to the Crosslands 
Center; Kendal gardeners’ excess is given to a local food bank.  

It is worth a walk down to see the gardens and marvel at the variety of flowers and vegetables 
that people are growing. And maybe, if you are lucky, you will find a farmer who will be willing to part 
with one of his/her luscious tomatoes.  

Julie Knobil 
 
 

Photos: Bob Shipman 
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 This begins my venture as president of 
our Crosslands Resident Association (CRA). 
Many residents have wished me well and offered 
help where they can. This is one of the strengths 
we have here at Crosslands—others will help us. 
We are not here alone. Many have found person-
al treasures in surprising ways with written notes, 
soft words, a clear nod in our direction, and even 
a smile or a wink of an eye. When we are af-
firmed, we find strength to do the things we need 
for ourselves. Living in community brings the 
challenge of strengthening others. Crosslands 
residents do this in quiet and deliberate ways. 
I’ve seen it; I’ve experienced it. 
 One of my personal goals is to encourage 
us to use our abilities, our strengths, and our 
good wishes to build a magnanimous communi-
ty. We can do this with kind words to and with 
one another, praying for others, inviting our 
neighbors to join us for dinner or gathering peo-
ple for “Waffle Wednesday,” and visiting them 
when needed. There are so many ways we build 
community here to make this a remarkable place 
to live. 
 This is a safe place for us and we 
strengthen it by listening to one another. The lis-
tening is hearing at a deeper level and putting 
aside our own concerns and being present to an-
other. That doesn’t take a lot of time. This hap-
pens frequently and raises our goodness and 
comfort. It is valuable for another to be heard 
and to know that they have been understood. 
 Several residents have come to me and 
shared their idea of something they would like to 
do to better our environment. Why not? I believe 
that the CRA Board is here to support and to en-
courage our personal growth and service to and 
in our community. Why can’t Terry explore ave-
nues where the young people who work here 
have experienced “mentors,” listening ears, en-
couraging words as they begin their walk into re-
sponsible adulthood. Why can’t Barbara discover 
how to have a traffic light installed at the main 
entrance to help drivers enter safely onto 926? 
Collectively, we have brilliant ideas, an abun-
dance of charity, and a need to live well in these 
years of our lives. Let me encourage us to be a 
part of making it well for all Crosslands residents. 
 Let me conclude these comments with 
mention of things you might anticipate in our 
Board meetings. Our seating arrangement will be 

slightly different, you can anticipate “action 
alerts,” there might be photos prior to the  10:00 
a.m. start time, we will have suggestions on 
shared procedures for business. Expect to have 
an enjoyable experience each first Monday of the 
month (except in September when we will meet 
on the first Tuesday, Sept. 3). I hope you will 
come to value these changes. Let’s see what we 
can do together. 

More love, Thomas Swain 

CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE 
Published by and for the residents and 
administrators of Crosslands, P.O. 
Box 100, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
XLChronicle2@gmail.com 
 
Editor: Larry Wood 
Managing Editor: Dick Voldstad 
Editorial Staff: Jean Barker,  Julie Knobil, Bet-
ty Nathan, Elizabeth Rhoads 
Staff Artist: Nicholas La Para  
Proofreaders: Jane Andrews, Jean Barker, 
Selma Hayman, Betty Nathan, Elizabeth 
Rhoads, Hollis Scarborough, Sally Tweedie 
Distribution: Dick Baxter, Ruth Trimble, Mar-
garet Tsan 

FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 
• The Kennett Library, which sponsors an ESL 

program, would like more volunteers to join 
Crosslands residents Jean Worley, Steve 
Harris, Julie Knobil, Pat Koedding, Jane 
Krick, and Val Suter and work one on one 
with a person who wants to learn English as 
a Second Language? 

• Crosslands was the name given to John and 
Anne Newby Audland’s house in West-
moreland? John Audland was a part of the 
“Valiant 60,” early Quaker ministers. Audland 
first met George Fox at Firbank Fell. 

• The average number of trips per month in 
Kendal~Crosslands vans and buses is 970 to 
1,100? A trip is 2 parts, going out and return-
ing. 

• A friend of Nancy Crowe’s grandson ran mile 
15 of the 2019 Boston Marathon in memory 
of Nancy’s late husband, Bob? 

• Cyndy Falcoff was a participating artist in the 
2019 Greenville Art Show, an art scholarship 
fund raiser featuring original artwork by out-
standing local artists? 

Diana Stevens 
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Xun Pan, pianist 
Tues., Sept. 10—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
Chinese American pianist Xun Pan 

learned to play from his grandmother 
and pianist parents and then studied at 
the Central Conservatory of Music in 
Beijing and at Syracuse University. He 
earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
from Rutgers University. Dr. Pan has 

won many international piano competitions and 
major awards. This year he is playing all the Bee-
thoven piano sonatas. For us he will include the 
Hammerklavier Sonata and the Moonlight Sona-
ta. 

 
The Dave Postmontier Trio 

Tues., Sept. 24—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 
Dave Postmontier began playing the piano 

at age 7 and has performed professionally for the 
past 40 years. He is a pianist, organist, compos-
er, arranger and teacher, and has performed and 
recorded with many jazz artists. He was honored 
by the Settlement Music School as one of their 
100 alumni who have made a difference in the 
world of music. 

David Brodie, bass, started playing electric 
bass at age 13 and upright bass at 19 when he 
enrolled in Berklee College of Music. He has 
played and recorded with some of the world's 
greatest jazz musicians. 

Jimmy Coleman, drums, began playing at 
age 12 and attended Indiana University. He too 
has toured and recorded with dozens of world 
class musicians. 

Tricia Reed 
 
 

Astral Harp 
Sat., Sept. 14—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 Enjoy an exciting multimedia event com-
bining stellar harp performance with amazing as-
tro-photography. Kevin Witman will illustrate the 
wonders of the universe using visual images of 
space, while his wife, Janet, has arranged and 
composed harp music which she will perform to 
enhance the experience. 
 Janet Witman is a nationally-awarded mu-
sician. She is principal harpist with two profes-

sional orchestras, and directs the renowned 
Brandywine Harp Orchestra. Kevin Witman is a 
planetarium operator/lecturer at the North Muse-
um in Lancaster, PA. 

Manya Bean 
 
 

My Vermont Ski Adventure 

Fri., Sept 20—Penny’s Garden Lounge 
7:00 p.m. 

 Many years ago, having never skied, I 
went to Vermont with a ski club and had a few 
good lessons. When I called it a day, after some 
successful runs downhill, I did a little exploration 
and found The Trapp Family Lodge nearby. At 
their front desk, I found The Singalong Songbook 
signed by Rosemarie Trapp, full of their favorite 
American songs. 
 And then I came across a room where a 
group of the family was singing. I was lucky 
enough to get some pictures, and the enlarge-
ments (courtesy of Bob Suter) are now on our 
bulletin board.  
 Join us in Penny’s Lounge and we’ll pre-
tend to be the Trapp Family!  

Sarah Lee Houston 
 
 
 

Diane Cannon Exhibit 
August 29 - October 30 

Diane Cannon holds an MA from Temple 
University and has brought her talents to diverse 
educational settings, including the American 
Teachers Abroad as an ESL instructor. She used 
art to encourage conversation, with lessons 
based on art history from the Classical, Renais-
sance and Impressionist periods. A former Presi-
dent of the Studio Group in Wilmington, DE, Di-
ane has also served on the board of the Dela-
ware Foundation for the Visual Arts (DFVA), and 
as chairman of the DE Valley Art League. Diane 
is an accomplished artist with many juried 
awards and publications. Inspiration for her paint-
ing is drawn from children, the Brandywine envi-
ronment, travels, and the Brandywine River Mu-
seum where she volunteers. Our featured artist 
for September—October, Diane also enriches life 
at Crosslands by conducting art classes here for 
all interested in visual art.  

Nancy Geary Pereira 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

LIGHT ’N LIVELY 

SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 

IN THE GALLERY 
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Chester County Day Slide Show 
Tues., Sept. 3—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Michael Pilligalli 
Chester County Day is one of the oldest 

house tours in the USA, beginning in 1936 as a 
project of the Women’s Auxiliary of The Chester 
County Hospital. Each year the tour covers a 
quadrant of our County and displays its history, 
architecture and decorative arts. The 79

th
 Ches-

ter County Day is October 5
th
, 2019, and will cov-

er the County’s Southeast quadrant, east of 
Crosslands, in Willistown, Malvern, Berwyn, 
West Chester, Westtown and Glen Mills. 

Tonight’s Slide Show will give us a pre-
view of this year’s Day, beginning at the Radnor 
Hunt Club in the early morning. It will include 
homes built as early as 1723, a house once 
owned by Loyalists during the American Revolu-
tion, a pre-Victorian manor house built by a 
French drummer boy who came to this country 
with General Lafayette during the Revolutionary 
War, as well as a 2017 “Okie-style” re-creation, 
employing historic architectural features with 
stunning interior design. The tour will take us to 
the Paoli Battlefield and to the oldest Revolution-
ary War Monument in the country.  

Of course, this Slide Show can help you 
plan an autumn day in Chester County to see 
history and support the Chester County Hospital, 
but it is another way to learn about the southeast 
corner of our county and its preserved treasures 
of architecture and culture. Save the date: Octo-
ber 5

th
!   

Mary Ann Wagner 
 

U.S. Immigration Law: A Look at America’s 
Past, Present and Future 

Tues., Sept. 17—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Matthew Hirsch,  

Immigration Lawyer and Adjunct Professor of 
Immigration and Nationality Law 

Widener University Delaware Law School 
As an immigration lawyer, Matt Hirsch us-

es his in-depth knowledge of the law and its his-
tory as he helps businesses, institutions, fami-
lies, and individuals navigate today’s immigration 
laws and procedures. He works with clients rang-
ing from global corporations to health care and 
technology companies, to foreign facul-
ty,,students, athletes, artists and American fami-

lies, helping them secure temporary and/or long-
term immigration benefits.  

Over the decades, U.S laws have mir-
rored America’s complex attitudes towards immi-
grants and immigration. In 1993, Professor 
Hirsch created the immigration law curriculum for 
Widener University Delaware Law School. He 
believes that one of the greatest pleasures of his 
career has been to expose students to the fasci-
nating world of immigration law and, later, to see 
they have become immigration lawyers helping 
their clients understand the law and minimize the 
confusion about how it works. 

Diana Stevens 
 

Forum Committee Feedback 
The Forum Committee appreciates resi-

dents completing feedback forms after each of 
our scheduled programs. We collect it all, review 
comments about format and presentation, and 
consider the results when determining future pro-
grams. Even just circling an overall evaluation 
(Poor to Good, to Excellent) is vitally important 
and easy to do. We need your frank and honest 
assessment so we can attempt to provide quality 
programming for you! 

Ginny Connolly 

 

CRA CONCERNS SESSION 
Tuesday, September 17 

Music Room 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  

 

FORUM COMMITTEE 

 
 

Residents Photography Program 
Fri., Sept. 13,—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

All summer, you have viewed the images 
in the Residents Exhibit on the wall opposite the 
Sunflower Shop. Now you will be able to hear 
the interesting stories behind their photos: the 
turtle ready for dinner, posing cats, a ship in the 
harbor, the introspective Mexican boy and 
more! This is my favorite program, when we can 
learn why residents from Crosslands, Cartmel 
and Coniston chose to take these pictures, what 
caught their eyes and what was happening at 
the time.  

Lowell McMullin 

CAMERA CLUB 
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A FISH STORY 
For those of us who worry about global 

warming, population increases, and their effects 
on the world’s ecology, not to mention what we 
are learning about healthy eating, balancing 
these worries so that reasonable daily decisions 
are possible can be pretty anxiety-provoking. 
Multiply those worries for one whose responsibil-
ity it is to feed 800 hungry and demanding cli-
ents, keeping within a defined budget, and you 
find our own Director of Culinary Service, John 
Platt. 

You have surely noticed, even if you are 
still a meat-and-potatoes sort of person, that 
some items on the Crosslands menu are new: 
orzo, jicama, swai, tilapia, for instance.  The lat-
ter two are the particular interest of this article. 

Fish is a frequent item on our menu. 
These days, in addition to folks who just plain 
like fish, there are protein seekers who feel guilty 
about eating methane-producing cattle, or the 
cruelty of raising calves for veal. There are also 
semi-vegetarians who seek the nutritionally im-
portant omega-3 derived from seafood. And 
then, there is just the matter of feeding all these 
people all the time without boring their taste-
buds. 

Unfortunately, there are problems in-
volved in feeding us the fish we grew up eating. 
The wilder such fish are, the tastier and richer in 
useful nutrients they tend to be. But wild caught 
fish are getting scarcer and harder to catch, and 
consequently, very expensive. 

Enter the species that can be easily and 
relatively cheaply farmed. Certainly, farmed 
salmon is much cheaper than wild, and probably 
less “fishy” tasting (the more omega-3 in the 
flesh, the fishier tasting). Swai and tilapia, both 
farmed fish, are a frequent choice on our menu. 
It is a consequence also of the relative ease and 
efficiency of farming versus fishing natural wa-
ters. Both are mild-tasting, white-fleshed and 
tender. They are not as omega-rich as salmon or 
sardines, for instance, but this also accounts for 
the fact that they don’t taste “fishy”, and so 
please most palates. Farmed catfish shares in 
these virtues. Even the trout is farmed. Our food 
service does strive to serve wild caught fish oc-
casionally, however, such as bluefish and had-
dock. 

Worldwide, 98% of fish consumed by hu-
mans is farmed. This is a trend that will have to 
continue.  

For those of you concerned to get maxi-
mum omega-3 in your diet, eat salmon (and lox), 
sardines, herring and anchovies. To learn more 
on this subject, Google “Farmed Fish” on your 
computer. 

Betty Nathan 
 

 
 

Babette’s Feast 
Sat., Sept. 7—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

Babette’s Feast, a Danish film based on a 
story by Isak Dinesen, won the Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film in 1987, Golden Glove, 
Grand Prix, and other awards.  It continues to be 
a favorite of reviewers and Pope Francis!  Rotten 
Tomatoes still gives it a 97% approval.  And 
here’s why:  This is a story of the gift of love 
overcoming the austerity of life.  One day two 
Danish sisters living a simple life in a small vil-
lage on the coast of Jutland in Denmark have a 
visitor, a French woman fleeing a counter-
revolution in Paris.  Reluctantly they take her 
in.  For me, Babette’s Feast says that everyone 
has a gift to give that will be accepted and ap-
preciated. 

Lowell McMullin 
 

Apollo 11 
Thurs., Sept. 12—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

The story of the 9 day mission in July of 
1969 (50th anniversary this year) that sent Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin to the moon. A docu-
mentary. Run time, 93 minutes.  

Gale Hamilton 
 

Parental Guidance 
Sat., Sept. 21—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

This 2012 film is a delightful comedy fea-
turing Bette Midler, Billy Crystal and Marisa To-
mei. It is the story of the hilarious results when 
Artie and Diane Decker (Crystal and Midler) sud-
denly find themselves in charge of their three 
grandchildren when their mother (Tomei) unex-
pectedly has to leave for a week. The family’s 
well-regimented and high-tech lives leave 
Grandma and Grandpa baffled and ready to 
bring on their old-school parenting. Grandpar-
ents will relate to the conflicting generational 
styles of child rearing and both Midler and Crys-
tal are at their funniest. Run time: 104 minutes. 

Cindy Arrouet 

MOVIES COMMITTEE 
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HARVEST SHOW 

Thurs., Sept. 5— Penny’s Garden Lounge 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00.p.m. 

 
 Enjoy a display of 
flowers, fruit, and vegetables 
grown by residents. We wel-
come everyone. 

Jane Roberts 
 

NEED TO KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON? 
Would you like to hear the information present-
ed on TV9? Just call 484-770-5711. Press “9” to 
hear a recording of the current day’s information 

GREAT DECISIONS 

 

FALL PROSE NIGHT 
Fri., Sept. 27—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

All residents are invited to participate in 
the Fall Prose Night event by reading a selec-
tion of their own creation, or a work by a favor-
ite author. The time limit for each presentation 
is 5 minutes (unless prior arrangement has 
been made with prose night leader, Jack Yeat-
man). A sign-up sheet asking for your name 
and title of your reading will be posted a week 
before the event. 

Julie Knobil 

The Insect Play 
Fri., Sept. 6 and Sat., Sept. 7 

Wm. Penn Rm. 
Fri. at 7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2:30 p.m. 

 
This political satire, written in 1923 by 

Josef and Karel Capek, took the world by storm 
and was produced with great suc-
cess in London and New York. 
The Capek brothers are consid-
ered literary giants in Czechoslo-
vakia. While almost a hundred 
years old, The Insect Play still 

speaks to a modern audience. 
A tramp who is a rough and ready philos-

opher, enters the world of insects, where he en-
counters three different types of society: frivo-
lous anarchy, capitalism, and nationalism under 
a dictator. Each society is represented by a 
group of insects.  

The butterflies are flirtatious, fickle, and 
self-centered. Like the ‘flappers’ of the 1920s 
they play at life, taking nothing seriously (not 
even death), living for the moment in gloss and 
glitter. Their society is entirely superficial. 

The beetles represent a capitalist socie-
ty, devoted to piling up their assets. 

The ants represent an autocratic society.  
The ‘soldiers’ obey the dictator without question. 
They defend their boundaries against all odds. 

A chrysalis knows nothing of those socie-
ties, but represents hope for the future. 

Tickets (free) will be available at the Café 
on September 4 at noon, and on September 5 
at 5:00 p.m. near the Main Dining Room. Please 
plan to attend; we think you’ll enjoy it! 

Jane Roberts 

CROSSLANDS PLAYERS  

POETRY GROUP 

POET'S BIRTHDAY SERIES 
Fri., Sept. 20—Wm. Penn Rm.—4:00 p.m. 

Happy Birthday Mary Oliver 
Mary Oliver, one of America's finest po-

ets, died earlier this year. Though her birthday 
is September 10, we are celebrating it on Sep-
tember 20 with a reading of some of her po-
ems. Please join us to hear a wonderful poet's 
words. 

Nicholas LaPara  

The United States and Mexico: Partnership 
Tested 

Moderator:  Les Hart 
Mon., Sept. 23—Wm. Penn Rm.—9:45 a.m.      

The United States and Mexico have a 
long, intertwined history, with both countries 
prominently featured in each other’s politics. 
The war on drugs, immigration and trade issues 
have taxed the relationship over the years. How 
will the current surge of refugees and asylum 
seekers pressing on our southern border affect 
our relations?  While most of these migrants are 
not Mexican, but come from other Central 
American countries, our administration holds 
Mexico responsible for allowing them to pass 
through to our border and has threatened sanc-
tions if Mexico does not stem the flow. How can 
this problem be resolved?   

Chuck Gosselink  
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 CROSSLANDS’ BLUEBIRDS 
If, as the song says, the bluebird is truly 

the harbinger of happi-
ness, then Crosslands 
must indeed be one of 
the happiest places on 
earth. There are 52 nest 
boxes on the premises, 
specially designed to 
serve as residences to 
bluebird families, in ad-
dition to the numerous 
natural cavities to be 
found wherever there 
are trees and nearby 
fields. The boxes are 
maintained by Crosslands’ 
Bluebird Monitors, the committee, among Cross-
lands’ many committees, which is dedicated 
solely to the well-being of our bluebird popula-
tion.  

Currently, the monitors are divided into 
two subgroups which alternate caring for the 
boxes. One box is located right off Bob Suter’s 
porch, and I could watch it for activity while I 
questioned Bob about the current state of blue-
bird care at Crosslands. Sadly, there was no ac-
tivity at that time, but that’s because most of the 
bluebirds on our campus have finished their 

breeding season; 
the juvenile occu-
pants of the boxes 
that the monitors 
keep watch over 
have already 
“fledged,” that is, 
ventured forth as 
novice flyers to ex-
plore the larger 

world. In fact, when this edition of the Chronicle 
appears, nearly all of the nest boxes will be 
empty and cleaned out in preparation for next 
spring’s breeding.  

One of the many things that the monitors 
do is assist the bluebirds in their ongoing war 
with some of their natural enemies: tree swal-
lows, house wrens, house sparrows, and star-
lings. The tree swallows and house wrens are 
protected species, so the monitors leave them 
alone and record their progress through the sea-
son. House sparrows and starlings, though, are 
non-native and invasive; they were brought from 
Europe, as too often happens when people be-

lieve that the natural order should be subordinat-
ed to their own tastes and desires. The sparrows 
and starlings are also cavity dwellers, and feel 
entitled to oust the bluebirds from their dwelling 
places and to ruin their eggs. The monitors seek 
to correct this avian injustice whenever they en-
counter it in the broad fields and forests of 
Crosslands. The 
boxes are designed 
so that starlings can-
not get through the 
entrance hole. and if 
house sparrows 
have nested, the 
monitors remove 
their nests and de-
stroy any eggs. Their 
efforts, and the efforts of similar groups through-
out the eastern United States, have enabled 
bluebirds to come back from near extinction at 
the hands (or claws and beaks, really) of the 
nonnative invaders.  

Bluebirds start nesting in early April. The 
male attracts a female to a nesting site, and if 
she approves, she builds a nest at that location 
and settles in for nature to take its course. The 
young bluebirds hatch, grow rapidly in the nest, 
and then fledge. Two weeks later the cycle is 
ready to repeat itself. The monitors appear on 
the scene, count the number of eggs and/or ba-
bies ready to fledge, and offer a protective pres-
ence against the depredations of sparrows, star-
lings, and other natural enemies. This year’s 
success can be seen in the 124 juvenile blue-
birds that were fledged from the nest boxes. And 
the Bluebird of Happiness continues to bless the 
fields and forests of Crosslands. 

Larry Wood 

FALL EQUINOX GATHERING 
 

Mon., Sept. 23—Audland Patio Garden  
4:30 to 5:15 p.m. ** 

Crosslanders and neighbors of ALL faith 
traditions are invited to join together in observ-
ing this time of balance—equal day and night—
as we welcome the season of autumn. 

You are invited to join in with your reflec-
tions, we’ll have group singing, plus a seasonal 
activity honoring our natural world’s special gifts 
at this time of year.  Hope to see you there! 

Sharon Sundial 
** Indoors in case of rain. 

Photos: Bob Suter 
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FALL 2019 LIFELONG LEARNING COURSE 
Turning Points In American History 

There were times in American history 
when our national 
course changed dra-
matically. These were 
occasions when some
-thing old ended and 

something new began. This fall we will look at 
some of these events and consider their impact 
on our past and present times. 

Michael Simione, a member of Widener 
University's Lifelong Learning faculty who has 
taught a number of history classes at Cross-
lands before, will lead these thought-provoking 
discussions on five successive Fridays: 
• The Importance of What George Washing-

ton Didn’t Do   Sep. 27 
• A Mosquito Changes History/ 
 Jefferson Buys Louisiana Oct. 04 
• California Gold Rush and the 
 New American Dream Oct. 11 
• Defeat Snatched from the Jaws 
 of Victory/The Wrong Man in 
 the Right Place  Oct. 18 
• Impeachment of AndrewJohnson/ 
 The Dream Vanishes Oct. 25 

 
The classes will be held in the William  

Penn Room at 10:00 to 11:15 a.m. A notice will 
be posted on the bulletin board explaining how 
to sign up for the course. The cost will be $30 
covering all five classes. 

Contact a Committee member if you 
have any questions: Dick Kline, Betty Nathan, 
Karen Satterthwaite, Jack Schultz, Joan Waller. 

Dick Kline 

BOOK REVIEW 

 

CRA BOARD MEETNG 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

10:00 a.m. in the Wm. Penn Rm. 
Everyone is invited. 

The Last Stone 
By Mark Bowden 

Reviewer: Pat Koedding 
Mon., Sept. 16—Wm. Penn Rm.—11:00 a.m. 

 
In  The Last Stone, Mark Bowden de-

scribes the re-opening of the case of the abduc-
tion of two sisters from a shopping mall in 1975. 
The perpetrator was not found until 2013. Bowd-
en was a reporter who worked on this case. Pat 
hopes that Mr. Bowden might actually be able to 
join us for this review.  

Peter Lane 

ART CLASS 
The art class is resuming in the Crafts 

Room on September 18. It will be led by Diane 
Cannon and is entitled The 
Magic and Practicality of Wa-
tercolor. Diane is a well-
known local artist whose work 
won an award at the Mid-
Atlantic Regional show in 
June 2019. She will be fea-

tured in the Crosslands Gallery during Septem-
ber and October of this year. The fee for the 6-
week course is $36.00. Contact Linda Duffy or 
Loretta Knight for more information. 

Linda Duffy 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 
 

Conversations About Health Care: 
Pharmacy Benefits and Services 

Fri., Sept. 27—Wm. Penn Rm. 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

This will be an informal session providing 
an opportunity to meet and converse with staff 
members of our Pharmacy, Finance and Health 
Services team. Information will be available on 
the KCC Pharmacy, Medicare D benefits and 
Prescription Plans. 

Donna Taylor 

HEALTH SERVICES 

RECEPTION 
A reception for Terry Feiler will 
be hed in the William Penn 
Lounge on Friday, September 
20, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. to 
recognize her retirement after 
40 years of service to Cross-
lands residents.  

Donna Taylor 
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NATURE CONSERVANCY  
 

BANDING PURPLE MARTIN CHICKS 
 

On Friday, July 5, we banded Purple Mar-
tin chicks for the 8th consecutive year. The 
weather was a little hot and humid, but Charles 
Shattuck, owner of Wild Bird Unlimited in Hock-
essin, Delaware, set up a tent for shade. Doris  

 
McGovern and her team: Pat McGovern, Lou 
Hahn, and Charles, arrived before 10:00 a.m. 
after banding 28 chicks at Longwood Gardens. 
Doris’s team helped lower and raise the Martin 
houses, took chicks out of nests and put them in 
bags to be brought to Doris for banding. Some 
of our residents’ also helped and took pictures. 
There were about 50 residents, friends, and chil-
dren 
from the 
Cross-
lands 
Early 
Learning 
Center. 
The chil-
dren 
were 
allowed 
to hold the chicks if they wanted to, and the ex-
pressions on their faces were adorable. Mary 
Pinkney, 105 years old, also came to watch and 
held one of the chicks. 

Eighty-six Purple Martin chicks were 
banded, ranging from tiny to almost fledgling 
size, the largest number ever. There were sever-
al eggs that did not hatch, possibly due to the 
loss of parents who did not survive the recent 
rainy days. The gourd rack setup, new this year, 
seemed to be favored by the birds over the con-

do type houses.  
These birds will fly all the way to Brazil in 

late summer and back to the same nesting area 
next year. Hundreds of thousands of the birds 
spend several weeks in mid-August, fattening on 
the insect population in the marshes along the 
Maurice River, in Mauricetown, NJ, before mak-
ing the flight to Brazil. For those interested, 3-
hour boat cruises are conducted to witness the 
massive flocks occupying the marshes. For in-
formation, go to: 

 https://www.cumauriceriver.org/
conservation-wildlife/avian/purple-martin/annual-
purple-martin-spectacular/ 

Thanks to all who came out to help and 
watch and to Doris McGovern, our licensed 
bander, and her team for the time they spent 
with us.    

Dale Kendall 

 
TRANSPORTATION TIPS 

 
Pat Koedding 

 
SUNFLOWER SHOP 

 
As of October 2019, in addition to our 

current hours, the Sunflower Shop will be open 
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. 

Henry’s Honey is here!  Drizzle on fruit 
or mix with butter & spread on toast. 
 Soon you will find granola, paper towels, 
Crane stationery, passport/credit card covers 
and fall clothing in the Shop.  
 We are in need of more volunteers to 
work in the shop; just an hour and a half, one 
day a week! Call Florence Lim or Sharon 
Mitchell to sign up. 

Sharon Mitchell 

Photos: Bob Shipman, Bob Suter 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

Bill and Jean Hauser       Apt. 433 
June 2019 
 

It is hard to believe that Bill  and Jean are 
new residents because their faces are so famil-
iar to us. They had been living at Cartmel for 7 
years before moving over here, and before that 
they lived in Kennett Square since 1985. Bill 
started life in Ohio and graduated from Notre 
Dame with a BS in Chemistry followed by a 
Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry 
from the University of Rochester 
and postdoctoral work in Radia-
tion Chemistry at the Mellon In-
stitute (Pittsburgh) and at Notre 
Dame. Leaving academe, he 
ended up at DuPont in the Pho-
to Products Department and lat-
er as a patent liaison for that 
Department. It should not be a surprise that he 
holds a patent or two, one in a laser imaging 
process, and that he segued from DuPont into a 
post-retirement job as a registered patent agent 
with a patent law office. He then became an ac-
complished underwater photographer. He  finally 
retired again in 2003. 

Jean was born and raised in Duluth, MN 
and graduated from St. Scholastica (in Duluth) 

with a BS in Nursing. She then 
moved to Chicago where she 
worked as a visiting nurse and a 
rehabilitation nurse and met Bill 
on a blind date that had some-
thing to do with cheese fondue 
(she has a very good recipe). 
Jean gradually to became less 
interested in nursing per se, and 

more interested in “people-skills” – how people 
deal with stress and coping with daily life. So 
she veered into psychiatric nursing, came east 
and received a master’s degree in Psychiatric 
Nursing, and later a doctoral degree (Psy.D.) in 
clinical psychology from Rutgers. She is espe-
cially interested in clinical work with couples and 
other people with anxiety and depression. By 
then married to Bill and meandering up and 
down the east coast while raising three boys, 
she became a faculty member at the University 
of Delaware when they were living in Wilming-
ton, and then at Rutgers when they moved north 
again. Moving back to Wilmington, she left aca-

deme and opened a private practice in clinical 
psychology in Newark and then in Kennett 
Square.  She still practices part-time and teach-
es  a course (with a friend) called “Buddhism 
and Meditation” at OLLI in Newark, DE. 

Bill and Jean have three sons, with ca-
reers that vary from a career Army officer, an 
anthropology professor at Northwestern with a 
specialty in the history of the slave trade in Afri-
ca and in India, and an organic chemist in the 
management of vaccine development. 

Bill and Jean have four grandchildren, 2 
boys and two girls. 

Julie Knobil  
 

 
Barbara and David Grove Apt. 132  
March 2019 
 

On March 13, Ben Franklin, Australian 
terrier, moved into Crosslands 132. He had 
heard via the Garrett grapevine (residents who 
checked its rehab progress) that 132 was a hu-
mungous apartment, bigger than anything Gar-
rett residents had seen at Cross-
lands.  Knowing there would be 
plenty of room for books, plants, 
an artist, a Manchester City foot-
ball fanatic, and golf clubs, Ben 
decided to invite his housemates, 
Barbara and David Grove, to live 
with him. Ben, who enjoys daily 
walks in Crosslands, and the Groves, who also 
like walking the Kendal~Crosslands trails, 
moved to Crosslands from Swarthmore.  

Barbara and David met at a freshman tea 
hosted by David’s Dickinson College fraternity. 
David quickly identified Barbara as someone he 

wanted to meet and introduced 
himself. Their conversation be-
gan with David talking about his 
summer job on the C & O Canal 
tow path which, they discovered, 
was overlooked by the farm of 
Barbara’s uncle, Drew Pearson. 
They were married at the 
Swarthmore Friends Meeting in 

1961. The next academic year, David finished 
law school at Yale, while Barbara taught English 
at a Branford, CT High School.  

(cont’d on next page) 
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Photos:  Manya Bean 

Did you know where this photo was taken? 
It's a redwing blackbird sitting on the new 
gourd-style purple martin houses by the 
pond. Julie DeWolff, Diana Stevens, Karen 
Satterthwaite, and David Rhoads identified 
it. Good work! 

Do you know what/where this is?  
Send your answer to XLChronicle2@gmail.com 
or leave it in the Chronicle open mailbox. Please 
include your name and apartment number on 
your entry.  

SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS….? 

Photo: Jan Broude 

NEW RESIDENTS (CONT’D) 

1962-1964 were transformative years for 
the Groves. They were Peace Corps volun-
teers: Barbara a teacher in the Lagos Anglican 
Girls Grammar School and David an assistant 
lecturer in the law faculty of the University of 
Lagos. The Groves’ time in the Peace Corps 
shaped their sense of place in the world and 
provided them the experience of living in a com-
munity where, as Caucasians, they were the 
minority.  

In the post Peace Corps years, David 
practiced law in Philadelphia and was active in 
the Swarthmore community (School Board, 
Planning Commission, Borough Council). 
Meanwhile, Barbara earned a master’s degree 
in education, was a founding teacher for the 
Benchmark School, received a PhD in biology, 
and volunteered with the Natural Lands Trust. 
Barbara, a member of the Swarthmore Friends 
Meeting, has served on several of its commit-
tees and is currently Clerk of the First Day 
School.  

Since the Groves sold their St. John, 
U.S. Virgin Islands home, Ben, an easy airplane 
carry-on , and his housemates miss their annu-
al trips to the island, especially swims, for the 
humans, in warm water. Will Scott Pond or the 
Crosslands pool serve as a substitute? 

Diana Stevens 

 

The newly revised and updated Cross-
lands Residents Website will be available on 
September 23. Our web address will stay the 
same: www.crosslandsres.org. There will be 
a short introduction to the new website at 
the CRA Board Meeting on September 3 fol-
lowed by a learning session open to ALL on 
September 26, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Any 
concerns can be directed to the website editors 
at  editors@crosslandsres.org or just put a note 
in the website’s open box.  We are excited to 
share with the community. 

Judy Heald 

CROSSLANDS WEBSITE 

SAFETY NOTE 
 

 Recent additions: a defibrillator is now 
on the wall outside  the Wood Shop by the ele-
vator. There is an emergency pull cord by the 
light switch in the Sports Room.  There are 
plans in the works to train interested residents 
on the use of the defibrillator. 

Ginny Connolly 
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U.S. Representative Chrissy Houlahan 

Thurs., Sept. 5—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 

 Chrissy Houlahan, U.S. 
Representative of Pennsylvania's 
6th congressional district, will 
speak in the Wm. Penn Room. 
All are welcome. 

Bonnie Marcus 

 
 

The Fitness Advisory Committee wants 
to encourage you to submit any and all of your 
ideas and suggestions, using the comment 
cards available in the aerobics room, sports 
room, pool area, and the Fitness Center. The 
collection box for these comment cards is locat-
ed on the table at the entrance to the Fitness 
Center. We welcome ALL comments.  While we 
love getting positive comment, in order to im-
prove we also need to hear your difficulties, 
frustrations, or complaints as well. The Fitness 
Advisory Committee reviews all comments at 
their regular monthly meeting. Please share 
your thoughts by completing comment cards or 
by speaking with any member of the Fitness 
Advisory Committee. Your input is vital. 

Ginny Connolly 

FITNESS COMMENT CARDS 

DEMOCRATS OF CROSSLANDS,  
CARTMEL, 

AND NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
Sat., Sept. 28—Wm. Penn Rm. 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Pam Gray 

 Members and friends of the League of 
Women Voters of Chester County will gather at 
Crosslands to share a plan for the election 
season ahead. Please feel free to join us. If 
you have questions, call me after Sept. 1. 

Char Gosselink 

LOCATION CHANGE FOR CLOTHING  
DONATIONS 

 
For the past eight years, Ruth Cramer 

and her team of volunteers have worked on the 
lower level in the Center to sort donations of 
clothing to benefit the AFSC.   However, a mold 
problem now makes that storage area unsuita-
ble. Fortunately, an apartment in the Woolman 
building has been made available so that resi-
dents can deliver bags of clothing to the lobby. 
Please drive to Parking Lot 10 to donate usable 
clothing in small loosely filled bags. Deposit 
them in the container provided in the Woolman 
lobby. If you need assistance to take the cloth-
ing to that location, please contact Mary Bar-
low. Thank you. 

Jennifer Allcock 
Betsy Walker  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania%27s_6th_congressional_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania%27s_6th_congressional_district
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

Fiction 
McCall Smith, Alexander – Dream Angus 
Meyerson, Amy – The Bookshop of Yesterdays 
Roberts, Nora – Under Currents 
Waxman, Abbi – The Bookish Life of Nina Hill 
Weiner, Jennifer – Mrs. Everything 
Whitehead, Colson – The Nickel Boys 
 
Large Print Fiction 
Lippman, Laura – Lady in the Lake 
Mallery, Susan – The Summer of Sunshine and Margot 
Quick, Amanda – Tightrope 
Whitehead, Colson – The Nickel Boys 
 
Audio Fiction 
Honeyman, Gail – Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine 
 
Mystery  
Crais, Robert – A Dangerous Man 
King, Laurie – Island of the Maid 
MacNeal, Elia - Mrs. Roosevelt’s Confidante 
Nesbo, Jo - Knife 
Page, Katherine Hall – The Body in the Wake 
 
Biography 
Morris, Jan – Conundrum 
Saxton, Martha – The Widow Washington 
 
Nonfiction 
Hamilton, Nigel – War and Peace: FDR’s Final Odyssey,  
   D-Day to Yalta, 1943—1945 
McCullough, David – The Pioneers 
Topol, Eric – Deep Medicine: How Artificial Intelligence Can Make Health Care Human Again 
Viorst, Judith – Unexpectedly 80: and Other Adaptations 
 
Note: The list of new books catalogued in July is posted on the Library Bulletin Board 

 
 

 
Transfers 

  Andrea Palmer   Firbank 717 
  John M. “Jack” Schultz  Audland 502 
  Joyce Gebhard   Firbank 709 
  J. Crawford Mackeand  Firbank 817 
  Alice Delduco   Firbank 618 
  Sara-Page White   Firbank 811 
  Patricia Schramm  Firbank 707 
  Laura Tracy   Firbank 710 
 
 

 
 

 
In Memoriam 

Richard “Dick” Scheldt May 24, 2019 
Ray Firmin   June 4, 2019 
Marion Schroeder  June 7, 2019 
William “Bill” Hartman June 12, 2019 
Katherine Wells  June 13, 2019 
Ellen E. “Betty” Eaton June 23, 2019 
Georgia Levy  June 23, 2019 
Stephen Bass  June 29, 2019 
Retta G. Evans  July 14, 2019 
Katharine Gregory Aug. 6, 2019 
Ed Cluff   Aug. 18, 2019 
Joyce Gebhard  Aug. 19, 2019 

RESIDENT STATISTICS 

VIDEOS 
Donations: 
 
TV Series 3 & 4, The Last Detective 
TV Series 1-4, Jeeves and Wooster 
TV Series 1-6 Doc Martin 
TV Series The Maigret Collection - 4 
discs 
TV Series 13 Poirot 
4 Poirot Mysteries 
Too Beautiful for You 
Flyboys 
Burn After Reading 
Date Night 
Love and Other Drugs 
If You’re Not In The Obit, Eat Break-
fast 
Midsomer Murders 
Black Swan 
Gladiator 
Arthur 
Black Hawk Down 
The Way Back 
Berkeley Square 
MI - 5 
 
NEW: 
Apollo 11 
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Sun., Sept. 1. NAME TAG DAY. 
Mon., Sept. 2. LABOR DAY 
Tues., Sept. 3. CRA Board Meeting. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Sept. 3, Forum Committee. Chester 
County Day Slide Show. Speaker: Michael Pilli-
galli. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 4. Nature Conservancy Hike. 
White Clay Creek Preserve. Meet at the Center,  
8:30 a.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 5. Harvest Show. Penny’s Gar-
den Lounge. 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 5. Democrats of Crosslands, 
Cartmel & Neighboring Communities. Speak-
er: U.S. Representative Chrissy Houlahan. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 6. Crosslands Players. The Insect 
Play. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Sept 7. Crosslands Players. The Insect 
Play. Wm. Penn Rm., 2:30 p.m. 
Sat., Sept. 7. Movie. Babette’s Feast. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 9. Low Vision Support Group. 
Health Center Meeting Room, 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Sept 10. Caregivers Support Group. 
Meditation Rm., 10:00 a.m.  

Tues., Sept. 10. Music Committee. Xun Pan, 
piano. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 12. Movie. Documentary: Apollo 
11. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 13. Camera Club. Residents’ Pho-
tography Program. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Sept. 14. Light 'n' Lively. Astral Harp. 
Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., Sept. 15. NAME TAG DAY. 
Mon., Sept. 16. Book Review. The Last Stone. 
Reviewer: Pat Koedding. Wm. Penn Rm., 11:00 
a.m.  
Tues., Sept. 17. CRA Concerns Session 

Opportunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Music Room, 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. 
Tues., Sept. 17. Forum Committee. U.S. Immi-
gration Law.  Speaker: Matthew Hirsch, Immi-
gration Lawyer. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 19. Better Hearing Committee. 
Wyeth Rm. Health Center Meeting Rm., 4:00 
p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 20. Reception for Terry Feiler. Wm. 
Penn Lounge, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 20. Poetry Group. Happy Birthday 
Mary Oliver. Wm. Penn Rm., 4:00 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 20. Sing Along With Sarah Lee. My 
Vermont Ski Adventure. Penny’s Garden 
Lounge, 7:00 p.m. 
Sat., Sept. 21. Movie. Parental Guidance. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 23. Great Decisions. The U.S. and 
Mexico. Moderator: Les Hart. Wm. Penn Rm., 
9:45 a.m. 
Mon., Sept. 23. Interfaith Dialogues. Fall Equi-
nox Gathering. Meet in the Audland Patio Gar-
den, 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 24. Music Committee. Dave 
Posmontier Jazz Trio.  Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 
p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 26. Website Learning Session. 
Wm. Penn Rm., 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 27. Continuing Education. First 
meeting, fall season. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Fri., Sept. 27. Fall Prose Night. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 27. Health Services. Conversations 
About Health Care. Wm. Penn Rm., 1:30 to 3:00 
p.m. 
Sat., Sept. 28. League of Women Voters of 
Chester County. Speaker: Pam Gray. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 


