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CROSSLANDS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, June 1, 2015 
 

Board Members Present: Jerry Daghir, Bob Donecker, Maralyn Gillespie, Charlotte Gosselink, Steve Green, 
Dave Heckman, Dale Kendall, Julia Kennedy, Bonnie  Marcus, Maggie McCaskey, Dot  Mullestein, Betty 
Nathan, Dee Nelson, Mary Lou Schack, Dick Scheldt, Del Tweedie.   

Also present:  Jean Barker, Dick Kline, Molly Kline, Fanny Cracknell,  Phyllis Wenner, Hollis Scarborough, 
Randy Schofield, Mary Lee Barker, Bernie Comber, Jennifer Allcock, Ernie Peck, Nicholas LaPara, Cynthia 
LaPara,  Jane Krick, Julie Noolan, Peter Lane, Juliet Lane, Julie deWolff, Harold deWolff, Connie Hill, B. 
Alexander, Rick Morris, M. L. Thomas, Wendell Lofland, Sally Tweedie, Boann Artz, Ruth Anderson, Jack 
Schulz, Marion Schulz, Laura Tracey, Lucretia Evans, Jean Haas, Don Stryker, Betsy Walker, Trudy Reed, 
Pringle Symonds.  

 Welcome          Del Tweedie 

 President Del Tweedie called for a moment of silence.  Following the silence Del noted the deaths of 
Woody Deinish and Joe Williams since the last meeting of the CRA.  He welcomed three new residents, 
Nancy Wells and Art and Joann Smith.  He also welcomed Cynthia Kuespert from the KRA. 

Minutes                   Char Gosselink 

 Two typos in the May 4 Minutes of the CRA were corrected.  There being no further additions or 
corrections the minutes were approved as corrected.  Char called attention to the dates of upcoming events 
listed on today’s agenda and asked CRA Board members to note the Annual Meeting on June 8, and the 
luncheon gathering on June 22 for new and old Members.   

Treasurer’s Report                                                                                                             Bob Donecker 

 Bob noted line item #3200 on the Balance Sheet (Ordinary Operating Funds).  That item read $45,000 
11 months ago and now reads just $7,168.92 indicating that committee expenses for 2014-15 are right in 
line with the current budget.  He congratulated the committees for careful management of their funds and 
the budget planners for their accurate planning. 

Assistant Treasurer’s Report         Bonnie Marcus 

 Bonnie explained that the Annual Fund Drive brought in $41,360, somewhat less than the $45,000 
expected.  With the proposed committee income, interest, and other income the total unrestricted income 
of $53,360 now exceeds the anticipated expenses by $1,760.  Bonnie also prepared a listing of allocated 
expenses for each Committee in the 2015-16 budget.  The final budget figures will be presented for approval 
at the CRA Annual Meeting on June 8. 

First Vice President        Maralyn Gillespie 
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 Maralyn called on Julia Kennedy for a report of the May Concerns Sessions.  She spoke of a Cadbury 
resident whose SARA system was not operative.   Several people have tried to repair the problem but it was 
still unresolved. Meg Lemley reported that an outside contractor will be looking at the situation and hoped 
that it would be corrected soon. Betty Nathan questioned whether there had been any resolution of a 
previous concern that involved a delayed response to a medical emergency. Kathy Emig reported that she 
was aware of the situation and had followed through with staff but, because the person is still in the 
hospital, cannot follow through with the individual until they return to Cosslands. 

Second Vice President         Maggie McCaskey  

 There have been several changes in Standing Committees that require CRA Board approval. 

 Anne Curtin, Managing Editor of the Chronicle 
 Peggy Jones, Chair of the Food Advisory Committee 
 Dick Kline, Chair of the Energy Conservation Committee 
 Peter Lane, Vice-Chair of the Energy Conservation Committee 
 Jack Schulz, Secretary of the Energy Conservation Committee 
  
 The Board approved these appointments. 
 
 Maggie also reported that Elizabeth Bainbridge will be the new chair of the Movie Committee, that 
an Editor for the Chronicle is needed and that a report from the Transportation Committee will be given this 
coming Friday, June 8.   
 
 Bonnie Marcus reported on major changes in the Safety Committee, the most noticeable being the 
introduction of the G.O.N.E. – “Get Out Now Everyone” – Program that has been in use at Kendal for some 
time.  In the event of a fire everyone is asked to leave the building immediately.  Second floor apartment 
residents should go out on their balconies if the hallway is smoky or if their front door is warm.  Fire 
Wardens will not be needed – it is everyone’s responsibility to leave. At this time, staff has the information 
as to who is not on the campus and will search all of the units. When the Fire Department arrives, they will 
also search the units. She reminded people that a buddy system where someone has a key is a good way to 
assure information is available. There will be ‘safety wardens’ who will be charged with educating new 
residents on safety and will also be a conduit for safety concerns in their area.  Julia Kennedy raised the 
questions of emergencies in Ellerslie and how they are handled. Phil DeBaun reported on a fire situation in 
Woolman years ago where staff performed very well and said that that would be the way emergencies in 
any building would be handled. Bonnie said that the Committee would look into the situation at Ellerslie.  
                                             

             Bonnie also pointed out that some residents have filled up the areas in front of their units so that 
walking is obstructed, and she encouraged everyone to leave at least 36 inches of clear walkway from the 
outside edge.  Similarly she pointed out the tendency of residents to move chairs or walkers into the aisles 
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in the William Penn Room, sit in walker seats when not using a walker, not sitting in walker seats when 
using a walker and other practices that block the aisles violate the fire rules.      

Report from KRA Meeting on May 11                                                                      Dick Scheldt 

 The KRA meeting dealt with the following items of business: 

• 89.2% Occupancy 
• Cooling towers for the air conditioning system have been installed 
• 74% of the KRA budget has been spent 
• The Nominating Committee is prepared for a June 22 meeting 
• The Communications Committee has had a busy year drawing up a new resident handbook, 

establishing a website, and putting a new computer in the Lounge. 
• The Transportation Committee will meet at Crosslands on June 5 at 10am.  
• A Nursing Supervisor search is being conducted. 

        President’s Report:         Del Tweedie  

 Contributions to the Employee Appreciation Fund are still being received. Also that contributions to 
the CRA are still appreciated. 

  Del reminded everyone that the Annual Meeting of the CRA would be held on June 8th at   
 7:30 p.m. 

   Concerning the Dog Park Del described the five Listening Sessions—all but one led by Phil   
 DeBaun — and explained that the Executive Committee agreed with Phil’s assessment that   
 the current proposal lacked the strong support which might have been expected of any such   
 program.  Phil and Del were asked to write a letter to the CRA Board explaining that    
 assessment, and asking the Board to set the issue aside for a year unless there were strong   
 reasons to raise it again sooner. (letter attached).  Del asked the Board to comment.   

  Board member Betty Nathan read a letter which represented the dog park committee’s   
 negative reaction to the proposal and asked that  an alternative proposal that a decision at   
 Crosslands be deferred until  the Kendal Dog Park opens at the end of the year and people   
 have had a chance to observe its operation.  In the meantime more effort should be made at   
 Crosslands to find a suitable site for the park that meets all of their requirements.   

  There was some agreement with the Executive Committee resolution, but few Board    
 members commented. The one area that had discussion was the recommendation that it not   
 be brought up again for a minimum of one year. It was noted that if this were brought up   
 again in a year once again it would involve a newly elected Board.  Other suggestions for a   
 ‘cooling off’ period were varied.  Ultimately there was no general agreement to reject or   
 accept the resolution put forward by the Executive Committee, and the matter was put off   
 until the next meeting.     
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 Administration Report                         Meg Lemley 

• The renovations to the Community Center are on schedule, and should be complete by the 
middle of June. 

• Meg referred to the removal of several dead arbor vitae in Parking Lot 3.  They will be 
replaced by a wood fence. 

• Interviews for a Director of Facilities have begun. 
• Concerning marketing, Crosslands was busy in the past months with six move-ins and eight 

more new residents expected June through September. The occupancy rate is 83.5%; Kendal 
is in a lull and their occupancy is 88.5%. 

• There is a drawing of what the Sunflower Shop will have, and Meg will make it available. 
         Phil DeBaun 
 

• The Annual American Cancer Society’s ‘Relay for Life’ has always been strongly supported by 
our communities by sponsoring teams and collecting donations.  It will take place at 
Unionville High School on this Friday evening and Saturday morning.  
 

Questions and comments from the audience 

• Perhaps the CRA should schedule a special meeting before the new Board takes office on 
July 1. 

• It seems that the proposals for our next steps with the Dog Park are not very far apart.  New 
wording might say ‘until we can agree to take it up again.’ 

• It would appear that Kendal and Crosslands are moving closer to each other.  Should we 
both have everything, or can we supplement each other?  Phil noted that there are many 
small differences between the communities but that we do complement each other. 

• If there are to be no more fire wardens we ought to so inform the present fire wardens.   
• Will there be a special Board meeting before July 1?  That will be decided by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

 There being no further business, Del adjourned the meeting at 11:35am. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Charlotte P. Gosselink, 
Secretary 
 
 

 


