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2014 SPRING COMES EARLY TO CROSSLANDS 
 

 We all miss the patter of little feet and the cheery noises of chil-
dren at play. They lift our spirits like the early flowers of spring. Well, 
those cheery noises returned to Crosslands on February 10 after its last 
official inspection. The Day Care Center is now open for business. 
 
 Located in the lower level of Audland 
with its own outside door and an inside door 
to the hallway near Resident Care, this new 
facility is already colorfully painted and deco-
rated. A playground will be built outside its 
door as soon as the ground thaws. 
 
 Much of the equipment used in its old 
quarters in Lower Cumberland at Kendal at Longwood has been moved. 
The new quarters have three classrooms larger than those at Kendal 
and a Director's office. This move gives the Day Care Center more 
space. At the same time, Kendal will now use the reclaimed rooms for 
personal care services. 
 
 The classrooms each have an assigned age group: infants, tod-
dlers and preschoolers with some activities combined for the two older 
groups. Currently there are 22 children in the school, 16 whose parents 
are on the Kendal-Crosslands staff. Staff members receive a discount on 
the fee charged. Some are full-day students and others come part-time 
or for just a few days a week. There are three full-time teachers, one for 
each classroom and three part-time 'floaters' who work wherever they 
are most needed. There is a waiting list for non-staff children who are 
accepted according to space availability. The Day Care Center is open 
from 6:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
 Alyse Sleinski, Director of the Day Care Center, is very excited 
about the move to Crosslands. She says the Open House on Sunday, 
February 9 was well attended and that the visitors liked what they saw. 
Our residents will doubtless be very happy to have this lively addition to 
our campus to keep us young! 

Betty Nathan 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT... 
    
 — Trudy Rossiter's granddaughter was 
interviewed on Channel 29 the day after she 
sang on American Idol? Her picture then 
made the front page of the Daily Local. She is 
a 2013 graduate of Kennett High School. 
 — the donations in the top two drawers 
in the copier room five-drawer chest go to the 
Kennett Senior Center? The lower three draw-
ers are for lost and found items and currently 
hold five pairs of eyeglasses? 
 —  Betty Bryan's dog Edward is the on-
ly canine resident of Audland? 
  — if you are interested in clothing 
there are two exhibits nearby: Downton Abbey 
clothing at Winterthur and 1800's Chester 
County clothing at the Chester County Histori-
cal Society? 

Connie Fleming 
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CROSSLANDS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

  These past few weeks have been stressful for 
people in our area as severe cold and two signifi-
cant storms coupled with icing caused massive 
power outages in the mid-Atlantic area. But the 
Crosslands emergency power system kicked in 
smoothly, and we had light, heat and hot water. 
Snow removal, debris clearing and salt on our roads 
and major walkways provided us with safe transpor-
tation. Food service was adjusted to assure we 
were fed in nearly normal fashion and medical care 
was continuous. Many thanks to Phil Debaun, Cathy 
Emig and the rest of our great staff for a truly super-
lative job! 

  At the February 3 CRA Board Meeting, Dave 
Heckman and Maralyn Gillespie reviewed the Policy 
and Guidelines change recommendations that had 
been reported on at the last CRA meeting. All of the 
Policy and Guidelines change recommendations 
were approved. The changes are posted on the bul-
letin board. Thank you, Dave and Maralyn plus Sue 
Manning and Wendell Lofland for a fine job! 

  Thanks also to Jennifer Allcock, Maralyn Gilles-
pie and Elva Pepper for updating us on the extensive 
work that has been done in drafting a Landscape 
Master Plan. 

  As requested by Phil DeBaun, a Crosslands 
center resident advisory committee was formed to 
meet with staff and designers as plans are devel-
oped to refurbish the Center. The Board approved 
the appointment of Co-Chairs Louise Bair, Betsy 
Walker and Elva Pepper and members Ray Firmin, 
Barbara Heckman, Pat Koedding, Nancy Pereira, 
Gerard Smith, Phyllis Wenner, Carolyn Wonderly 
and Jean Worley to serve on this Committee. 

  Nancy Regenye gave an overview of our Ad-
missions activities. She provided an “Ambassador” 
form on which interested residents can volunteer to 
help. This form will be available at the next Board 
Meeting on Monday, March 3, in case you did not get 
a chance to volunteer. Thank you!  

Dick Kline 

CRA CONCERNS SESSION 
Tuesday, March 18 
Webb-Savery Room  
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  
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SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 
 

"Old Friends, New Friends" 
Fri., March 7- Wm. Penn Lounge - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 When I reviewed one of my favorite pub-
lications, The New Roget's Thesaurus, I found 
more than 20 references to the noun "friend." 
The verb to "become friendly" calls on all of us 
to "break the ice" and to be "introduced to" 
each other. 
 Words are fun and so are the lyrics and 
melodies we'll share at the next Sing Along. 
Enjoy the camaraderie, bring a friend, make a 
friend. We'll make some congenial harmony as 
we sing along as friends. 
    Sarah Lee Houston 

NEED TO KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON? 
Would you like to hear the information present-
ed on either TV9 or TV8? Just call 484-770-
5711. Press “9” to hear a recording of the cur-
rent day’s information on TV9, or “8” to hear the 
general schedule information that is on TV8. 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

 
The Serafin String Quartet 

Kate Ransom, Violin - Lisa Vaupel, Violin 
Esme Allen-Creighton, Viola   
Lawrence Stomberg, Cello 

Tues., March 11 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Through its role as ensemble in Residence 
at the University of Delaware, the Serafin String 
Quartet reaches out to a variety of audiences in 
concert halls, communities, colleges and universi-
ties to present concerts, master classes and lec-
ture recitals. Since the quartet's debut in 2004 at 
New York's Weill recital Hall, it has performed in 
London and Philadelphia as well as at the Dela-
ware Chamber Music Festival. 
 In July 2013, Naxos released the Quartet's 
recordings of chamber works by Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer Jennifer Higdon who comment-
ed that "the pieces sounded better that they did in 
my head! Bravo to Serafin!" 
 

Trio Clavino 
Doris Hall-Gulati, Clarinet - Simon Mauer,  

Violin, Viola - Xun Pan, Piano 
Tues., March 25 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 Trio Clavino, Artists-in-Residence at the 
Pre-College Division Program at Millersville Uni-
versity, will return to perform at Crosslands after 
having toured China, Belgium and Switzerland 
since their appearance at Crosslands one year 
ago. In addition to touring with the Trio Clavino, 
Doris Hall-Gulati is the Principal Clarinet in the 
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia and also the 
bass clarinetist with the Opera Company of Phila-
delphia. 
 Simon Mauer grew up in Switzerland and 
studied music at the Conservatory in Biel before 
coming to the United States to continue his stud-
ies at the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook. Xun Pan began his musical studies in Chi-
na and earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
from Rutgers University. He has been heard fre-
quently at Crosslands as a member of the New-
stead Trio. 

Esther Cooperman 

Kennett Area CommUNITY Chorus 
Sat., March 8 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 The Kennett Area CommUNITY Chorus 
is composed of people of different ages who 
love to sing. The chorus evolved from the Mar-
tin Luther King community breakfast where the 
late Mabel Thompson promoted the a cappella 
chorus. 
 The chorus is under the direction of Le-
on Spencer, the former mayor of Kennett 
Square, who is now the President of the Ken-
nett Square Town Council and a member of 
the Kendal Corporation Board of Directors.
 The chorus will present a variety of se-
lections including spiritual and gospel music. 

Marilyn Lofland 

LIGHT 'n' LIVELY 
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TUESDAY EDITION 
 

"Psychoanalysis: Where it Works  
and How it Works" 

Speaker: Dr. Bernie Comber 

Tues., March 11 - Wm. Penn Room - 10:00 a.m. 
 

 Bernie Comber is a Crosslands resident 
and says that the title of his talk says it all. 

Carol Bossert 
   

BOOK REVIEW 

 

Rich, Free and Miserable 

Author: John 

Brueggemann 

Reviewer: Pat Koedding 

Mon., March 17 - Wm. 

Penn Room 11:00 a.m. 

 
 The author, Profes-
sor of Sociology and holder 
of the Quadracci Chair in 
Social Responsibility at 

Skidmore College, has written an indictment of 
the invasion of market thinking into every corner 
of American life. Important issues of our time 
are addressed in a well-balanced, non-partisan 
tone. Professor Brueggemann will be in attend-
ance at the review. 

  Ernie Peck 

"What are the Quakers Doing in Moscow?" 

Speakers: Karen Porter and Patricia Stewart 
Wed., March 5 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 The 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Rus-
sia captured our attention in February, and now 
in March in a big shift of focus, we will hear a 
presentation about Friends House in Moscow. It 
is due to Pennsylvania Quakers that there is a 
place where Russian projects for peace and civil 
society are planned and funded. Among the top-
ics are restorative justice, human rights, non-
violent communication and education. 
 Our two Forum speakers have been sup-
porting the Friends House in Moscow as well as 
promoting peace projects in our area for a long 
time. In 2002 Karen Porter, a West Chester resi-
dent and member of Birmingham Friends Meet-
ing, mobilized West Chester residents to oppose 
the war in Iraq and to hold a popular ‘teach in’ to 
educate the community about what was at stake 
there. She retired in 2010 after 36 years in the 
legal profession. Since then she has studied 
Russian and traveled to Moscow to teach Anglo/
American law to Russian lawyers. 
 The second speaker is Patricia Stewart, 
an art historian and writer who teaches at the 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Her particu-
lar interest is in the art of Russia’s gifted and ill-
fated avant-garde. A member of Central Philadel-
phia Monthly Meeting of Friends, she has been 
involved with Friends House, Moscow as a 
Board member and volunteer translator for 15 
years. 

Char Gosselink 

FORUM COMMITTEE 

"Wanamaker's: Meet me at the Eagle" 
Speaker: Michael Lisicky 

Tues., March 18 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Michael Lisicky is 
an enthusiastic historian 
of major East Coast de-
partment stores and is 
the author of three books 
on these stores. He will 
tell us how important, 
central and defining they 
have been to our cities 
throughout the twentieth 
century. He is  a gradu-
ate of the New England 
Conservatory of Music in 
Boston and is a musician 
with the Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra. 

Crawford MacKeand 



  MARCH 2014  5 

 

CAMERA CLUB PRESENTATION 
 

“Spring Harbingers: Buds, Blossoms, 
Blooms, Birds, Brahms, Bach and More” 

Conrad Trumbore 
Fri., March 14 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 

 

 March is a fickle month – the promise of 
spring, then...wait for it...wait…wait for it...it's 
coming. What we need is color NOW and lots 
of it.  You're in luck! Conrad Trumbore will pro-
vide color in the form of buds, blossoms, 
blooms, birds and beautiful bushes using pho-
tographs of local color (Crosslands, Winterthur, 
and Longwood Gardens and surroundings) 
smoothly blended with appropriate classical 
music of the Masters. The evening will climax – 
just wait and see! – with a Ravel musical essay 
followed by seasonal religious music and, final-
ly (what else?), colorful Crosslands clouds. 
Come, relax, and enjoy!  
 Note: Beginning at 7:20, there will be a 
ten-minute Chopin/Crosslands gardens flower 
photo-prelude before the formal presentation. 
Come early if you crave garden flowers and 
need even more color. 

Conrad Trumbore 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

SHOWCASE 
March 11 - April 14 
It Begins with "M" 

People, Places and Things that Start with 
the Letter M 

IN THE GALLERY 
 

"Light, Dark, Ink and Graphite 
March 20  

  
 The current exhibit of the Artists Circle 
group continues until March 20. 
 Artists for "Light, Dark, Ink and Graphite" 
will exhibit starting March 20. This group in-
cludes Riva Brown, E. Jean Lanyon, Cynthia 
Miller and Crosslands resident Nicholas LaPa-
ra. All are members of the Delaware Foundation 
for the Visual Arts. 
 Riva Brown has a BA degree with a mi-
nor in art history from the University of Dela-
ware. She was the recipient of a State of Dela-
ware Fellowship Grant as an Established Pro-
fessional in the category of Folk Artist for her 
creation of "Wedding Documents." 
 E. Jean Lanyon is a devoted professional 
artist and well known for her watercolors. Also a 
writer, she was Poet Laureate for the State of 
Delaware for 22 years. 
 Cynthia Miller, artist and sculptor, works 
in many media including acrylic, pen and ink, 
graphite, and clay. She has made many trips to 
Africa. Its people, culture and wildlife have often 
been her subjects. 
 Nicholas LaPara has worked in colored 
pencil, pastel and acrylic. His favored media 
now are oil, pen and ink, and graphite; favorite 
subjects are landscapes, abstracts and still life. 
 This exhibit, as the title suggests, will be 
a show of drawings. 

Nancy Geary Pereira 
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NEED A RIDE HOME AT NIGHT AFTER A 
CONCERT, FORUM OR OTHER EVENING 

EVENT? 
Dial Firbank at 5622 and a bus will come for 
you in minutes. Forget the number? Refer to 
the sign on the telephone table. 

GREAT DECISIONS  
  

“Turkey’s Challenges” 
Moderator: Chuck Gosselink 

Mon., March 24 - George Fox Room - 9:45 a.m. 
 
 Turkey is a nation at the crossroads, a 
bridge over a growing chasm between East and 
West. Turkey’s first President Kemal Atatürk envi-
sioned a modern, democratic nation-state built on 
the ashes of the Ottoman Empire with strong ties 
to Europe, not the Middle East. But as clashes 
between secular and religious groups and the re-
cent pro-democracy demonstrations in Taksim 
Square show, the soul of Turkey is still very much 
up for grabs. Please come prepared for an inter-
esting discussion on this important Middle Eastern 
country. A copy of the briefing book is also availa-
ble in the library. 

Chuck Gosselink 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUES 
 

Spring Equinox Gathering 
Thurs., March 20 - 4:30 to 5:15  

Meet at the Center Lobby  
 

 Crosslands residents of all faith traditions 
are invited to join their neighbors to honor this 
time of balance - equal day and night - and to 
welcome the coming of spring. Bring a thought, 
reading, or poem to share if you like.  
 We will gather in the lobby to start and 
hopefully will be able to spend some time out of 
doors. 

Sharon Sundial 

CHESTER CHILDREN'S CHORUS 
 

 If you attended the program on January 25 
and heard Dr. John Alston's talk about the Ches-
ter Children's Chorus and the Chester Charter 
School for the Arts, you heard a truly inspiring 
story of how the arts can change children's lives.  
 You also heard him extend an invitation to 
visit the school and see it "live." If you are inter-
ested in visiting the school, please contact Pat 
Koedding (610) 388-9643. She will arrange the 
time and transportation. 

Pat Koedding 

CROSSLANDS FRIENDS PEACE AND  
SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE 
 

"RACE - The Power of Illusion" 
Part 2: "The Story We Tell" 

Sun., March 2 - George Fox Room - 3:30 p.m. 
 

 Race is one topic where we all think we 
have some knowledge. Yet few issues are char-
acterized by more contradictory assumptions 
and myths, each assumed as true. This defini-
tive 2003 PBS series is an eye-opening tale of 
how what we assume to be true, or common 
sense, or even scientific fact, is actually shaped 
by our history, social institutions and cultural be-
liefs. 
 Part two traces how social inequities in  
United States history came to be disguised as 
'natural' yet appear in true form as the ugliness 
of 'racism.' 
 Mary Lee Barker will give a brief synop-
sis of the context of the whole three-part series. 
The film is 55 minutes long, to be followed by a 
20 minute discussion period. 

Mary Lee Barker 

GAME NIGHT  
Playing and Learning 

 
 Come and join your fellow residents on 
Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. to play various 
games such as Ticket to Ride, Rummikub, Clue, 
Hearts, Phase 10, Chinese Checkers and more! 
Or, feel free to bring a game of your own and 
teach the rest of us to play. 
 We are open to one and all and we would 
be happy to have you join us. Please check the 
bulletin board or Channel 9 for location. Any 
questions? Contact June Wescott (610) 388-
1215. 
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NATURE CONSERVANCY 
 

“Amphibians and Reptiles in the Garden” 
Speaker: James White 

Sat., March 29 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 For millions of years amphibians and 
reptiles have walked, hopped and slithered on 
the earth. Today many salamander, frog, turtle, 
lizard and snake populations are in decline for 
reasons that include loss of habitat and the pol-
lution of air and water. The suburban gardener 
will not be able to reverse these worldwide 
trends, but can provide some local species a 
place to live and thrive. Learn about the many 
species that are found in the mid-Atlantic re-
gion, and how to manage, enjoy and create 
habitats for them in your yard.  
 James White has been with the Dela-
ware Nature Society for the past 30 years and 
is currently the society’s Associate Director of 
Land and Biodiversity Management. He is the 
co-author of a field guide to the Amphibians and 
Reptiles of Delmarva. 

Les Small 

 
 
BIRD OF THE 
MONTH 
 
White-Throated 
Sparrow  
  
 

   
  

Crisp facial markings make 
the White-Throated Sparrow an attractive bird as 
well as a hopping, flying anatomy lesson. 
There’s the black eyestripe, the white crown and 
supercilium, the yellow lores and the white throat 
bordered by a black whisker or malar stripe. 
These birds are also a great entrée into the 
world of birdsong with their pretty, wavering 
whistle of Oh-Sweet-Canada. These forest spar-
rows breed mostly across Canada, but they’re 
familiar winter birds across most of eastern and 
southern North America and California. 

    Compiled by Dale Kendall 

© Kelly Colganazar 

FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING  
 
 When the sun warms 
the earth, frost melts under-
ground and, in what is some-
times called a vertical migra-
tion, earthworms must escape 
to drier soil above. And who 

will be waiting for them there? The robin, of 
course. In late winter or early spring, we begin 
to see this bird hopping about the lawn, pausing 
to swallow one meal and hopping off to find an-
other. We say: “I saw the first robin today.” But 
the robin is not always the first bird to arrive 
and may not even go south in winter. Robins 
are omnivorous and, in moderate climates like 
ours, many spend their winters out of the wind 
in our woods, eating a winter diet of fruits and 
seeds (as do many bluebirds) while waiting for 
the earthworms and insects to return.  
 An observant resident out for a walk on a 
warm late winter or spring day might be sur-
prised to find Mourning Cloak Butterflies on a 
sunny tree. This lovely fragile-looking insect 
winters over in its adult phase. Most butterfly 
varieties molt in late summer into pupae or 
chrysalides that contain a substance to protect 
them from extreme cold. The Mourning Cloak 
develops this chemical shield in its adult phase 
and winters in the crevices of bark, woodpiles 
or in cracks in buildings. With their excellent 
sense of smell, they can detect energy-rich 
spring sap running from holes in trees made by 
woodpeckers searching for bugs. 
 If you know of a stand of woods where 
large trees provide dappled sunlight and shad-
ows and the soil is moist to somewhat dry, you 
can probably find spring beauties blooming be-
fore any other flower. They are only three to six 
inches tall. The petals are white with varying 
shades of pink stripes. The corms they grow 
from are good eating and taste a bit like chest-
nuts, some say, but we will let them grow. They 
attract a variety of bees and flies that collect 
nectar or pollen.  Unfortunately, they do not as 
yet flourish in the Crosslands Native Plant Pre-
serve, according to Dot Plyler, but perhaps giv-
en time, they will do better. 

Anne Curtin  



 CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE  MARCH 2014 8  

 

A MORSEL FROM THE 
FOOD COMMITTEE 
 
Here are foods that may 
help you to be protected 
against colds and flu: 
Vitamin A: Green leafy vege-
tables, broccoli, spinach, 
kale, carrots, sweet pota-
toes, squash, cantaloupes, 

apricots and fortified breakfast cereals. 
 Vitamin C: Oranges, grapefruit, red and 
green peppers, potatoes, broccoli, tomatoes, 
cantaloupe and strawberries. 
 Vitamin E: Wheat germ, peanuts, al-
monds and seeds such as sunflower seeds. 
 Selenium: Brazil nuts, tuna fish, halibut, 
sardines, shrimp, poultry, lean meat, low fat 
dairy products, brown rice, whole-wheat bread 
and oatmeal. 
 Zinc: Oysters, crab, lobster, lean meat, 
poultry, beans, peas, nuts, seeds and fortified 
breakfast cereals. 
Source: Tufts Health & Nutrition Letter, Jan. 
2014. 

  Joae Walker, MD 
Chair, Food Advisory Committee 

HOW WELL ARE YOU THINKING?   
The first of two related articles on cognitive de-
cline and brain games. 
 
 As published in the Journal of Neuropsy-
chiatry and Clinical Neurosciences in January 
2014, clinical researchers at the Ohio State Uni-
versity Wexner Medical Center recently con-
firmed the feasibility and efficiency of the Self 
Administered Gerocognitive Examination 
(SAGE) test for cognitive impairment. This has 
caused great interest among those concerned 
about the onset of dementia. Trial results show 
that 28% of 1,047 persons over 50 who attend-
ed a variety of community events had signs of 
cognitive decline of which they were unaware.  
Whereas physicians may not recognize subtle 
cognitive decline in the course of a routine ex-
am, according to the Alzheimer's Association, 
long-term studies have shown that 10-20% of 
people over the age of 65 have mild cognitive 
impairment and that by 2025, there will likely be 
more than 7 million Alzheimer's cases in the 
US. 
 While the SAGE test does not diagnose 
problems like Alzheimer's, it does allow physi-
cians to get a baseline of cognitive function in 
their patients so they can follow them over time 
and more likely intervene earlier than might oth-
erwise be the case. Unfortunately, it is often 
three to four years after symptoms appear that 
Alzeimer’s patients are diagnosed.  
 Do you want to know how well you are 
thinking? If yes, Google the SAGE test to find 
out. This simple 12-question assessment can 
be taken at home on paper (and in private) in 
only 15 minutes. Missing six points or more on 
the 22-point score usually warrants follow up 
because if confirmed, patients do much better if 
treatments are started sooner rather than later. 
 In any event, if you want to try and fend 
off cognitive decline, watch for an article about 
Brain Games in the April Chronicle — or don’t 
wait — come to the Computer Room at 9 a.m. 
on Mondays in March to learn about Lumosi-
ty Brain Games. They can challenge the brain 
to change, the desired effects may be lasting 
and the games are fun! 

Jennifer Allcock 

CROSSLANDS PLAYERS 
"Burnt Toast Rewrit" 

Fri., March 21 - Sat., March 22 
Wm. Penn Rm. - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 You may have heard about these 
"melodramas" called Burnt Toast written by the 
renowned playwrights Scatterfoss and Zear-
good (Sally Scattergood and Bob Zearfoss). 
Now, you can see one for yourself ! Ours is an 
updated version of Burnt Toast II first produced 
in 1999. Free tickets will be available in the 
Center entrance on Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 19 and 20 from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
and 4:45 - 6:00 p.m. 

Jane Andrews, Fanny Cracknell 
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SUNFLOWER SHOP  
ANNOUNCEMENT  

EXTRA HOURS IN APRIL 
 

 In April, the Sunflower Shop will be open  
extra hours in addition to our regular hours: 
 
 Tuesday Evenings          6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
  Saturdays, April 12 and 19   11:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Barb Pusey, Mary Lou Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COUNT DOWN TO EARTH WEEK 2014  

 
 Plans are "taking root" for a variety of 
earth-honoring events centered around the an-
chor dates of Earth Day, April 22 and Arbor Day, 
April 25. Last spring the Chronicle featured an 
article outlining the history of Earth Day which 
began in 1970. We have learned that Arbor Day 
has been observed for nearly 140 years.  
 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARBOR DAY 
CELEBRATING TREES 

 In 1854 pioneer J. Sterling Morton moved 
from Detroit to the area that is now the state of 
Nebraska. At that time there were virtually no 
trees in the area and he and other pioneers 
wanted to have them to act as windbreaks to 
stabilize the soil, to provide shade and for fuel 
and building materials. Morton planted many 
trees around his own home but wanted to en-
courage and enable others to do the same. As 
the editor of a local newspaper and later Secre-
tary of Nebraska Territory, he had a prominent 
position from which to encourage tree planting. 
In 1872, more than a million trees were planted 
in Nebraska and a holiday to plant trees became 
known as Arbor Day, the first of which was cele-
brated in 1874. To this day, Arbor Day is a public 

holiday in Nebraska where prizes are still award-
ed to those who plant the most trees.  
 In 1989, the official state holiday was 
moved to the last Friday in April. In 1970 former 
President Nixon proclaimed the last Friday in 
April as National Arbor Day. All states in the 
United States now have an official Arbor Day, 
usually at a time of year that has the correct cli-
matological conditions for planting trees. Similar 
events to encourage the planting or care of trees 
are conducted in many countries around the 
world coinciding with the optimal season for 
planting or caring for native trees.  
 For outstanding service to trees, forestry 
or related ecological themes, Arbor Day awards 
are presented to individuals and organizations 
across the United States and around the world.  
 It has been almost 140 years since J. 
Sterling Morton founded Arbor Day. As develop-
ment continues to remove trees from the land-
scape, his simple idea of setting aside a special 
day for tree planting is more important than ever. 
On Arbor Day, Friday, April 25 at Crosslands 
there will be a ceremonial tree-planting. On Sat-
urday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m., the Arbor Day KC 
Arboretum lecture titled “Mighty Giants: the Re-
turn of the American Chestnut” will be given by 
Sara Fitzsimmons, Regional Science Coordina-
tor for The American Chestnut Foundation.  
 To quote J. Sterling Morton, the founder 
of Arbor Day, “The cultivation of trees is the culti-
vation of the good, the beautiful, and the enno-
bling of mankind.” This year, let’s start the tradi-
tion of  planting a tree on our campus on Arbor 
Day. 

Jennifer Allcock 
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RESIDENT STATISTICS 
 

Transfers 
Edith Illick   Audland 538 to Firbank 817 
Jeanne Wilson Audland 505 to Firbank 715 
Gwen Robinson     Audland 539 to Firbank 808 
Anne Harrington Crosslands 234 to Audland 518 
Betty Nathan  Crosslands 161 to Crosslands 149 

 
In Memoriam 

Harold Cobb                            January 28, 2014 
Egbert Ennulat           February 6, 2014 
Olive Calvache                  February 18, 2014 

 
The Crosslands family extends 

condolences to the families. 

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

Dolores and Dick Baxter 
Apt. 88       January 14, 2014 

 Dolores and Dick have spent many years 
in the Pennsylvania area. Dolores was born in 
Sunbury and Dick in Philadelphia, PA. They 
have also lived in Newark, DE, Trumbull, CT 
and Kennett Square. Both attended schools in 
Pennsylvania. Dolores is a graduate of the 
Moore Institute of Art in Philadelphia and Dick 
got a B.S. from Princeton University and then 
came back to the University of Pennsylvania for 
his Ph.D. 
 Dolores worked as a greeting card de-
signer and as a household engineer. Dick 
worked at Princeton University and then was 
with DuPont Chemical Company for thirty-one 
years as a business manager in scientific instru-
mentation. 
 Both of them have volunteered with the 
Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research Group. 
Dick also volunteered with United Way. They 
both enjoy birding, gardening and are long-time 
Phillies season ticket holders. Travel, good mu-
sic and the theater are also among their inter-
ests. 
 They have two sons; one in Newark, DE 
and one in Columbus, OH.  

Bonnie Marcus 

Jack Yeatman 
Apt. 159        January 23, 2014 

  
 Jack is a local, having 
been born in Kennett Square 
and he has many connections 
here. Residents Betsy Walker 
and Jim Yeatman are second 
cousins and past Crosslands 
residents Clarence and Marjorie 
Yeatman and Sally and Arthur 
Brosius were relatives. 
 He attended Penn State 
for his B.A. and M.Ed. and re-

ceived his J.D. from Dickenson School of Law of 
Penn State. Jack worked as an administrator for 
student financial aid at Penn State, the Director 
of Pupil Personnel Services and teacher of ESL 
in Rome and Rivoli, Italy and as a quality assur-
ance specialist for the Delaware Department of 
Health and Social Services. 
 Jack has volunteered as a recorder for 
the blind reading the New York Times Book Re-
view. He is an emeritus board member of the 
Kennett Symphony of Chester County and has 
taught Italian at the Academy of Lifelong Learn-
ing. He is interested in swimming, reading and 
travel. 
 Jack is a Quaker and a member of the 
London Grove Meeting. 

Bonnie Marcus 

If you would like to receive the  
Crosslands Chronicle electronically please 
send an e-mail to: 

XLChronicle@verizon.net. 
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS…? 
 

Did you know where this is?  
It's on the Sunflower Shop sign. 
 
Pat Koedding knew where it is. 
Good luck next time. 
 

Do you know what/where this is?  
Send your answers to XLChronicle@verizon.net 
or leave it in the Chronicle open mailbox. 
Please include your name and apartment num-
ber on your entry.  

Photos by Jean Barker 
Photo: Dale Kendall 

RAIN INSURANCE? 
  
 Yes, Crosslands has it. Use our umbrel-
la coverage to get you home dry. There is an 
umbrella stand in the center's entry with um-
brellas for borrowing. But, please remember to 
return any you borrow as soon as possible. 
 If you have an umbrella that you can 
donate to our borrowing program, please leave 
it in the entry umbrella stand. We also accept 
small folding umbrellas of any color. Deposit 
them next to the stand for borrowing.   

David Peacefull 

BIOGRAPHIES COMMITTEE 
 

How Well Do You Know “Who’s Here at 
Crosslands?” 

 
 The January 2014 print edition of “Who’s 
Here at Crosslands” was distributed last month, 
and an updated pictorial version will soon be 
provided on CD to subscribers. If you spot any 
errors, or wish to change your own biography, 
please let us know. 
 An interesting snapshot of some commu-
nity characteristics has been derived from the 
information in our biographies. In case you were 
wondering, on 1/1/14 there were 357 residents 
living in 298 units, and 21% of us live in Audland 
or Firbank. Can you guess what percentage of 
Crosslands residents are men? Graduated from 
college? Hold advanced degree(s)? Are Quak-
ers? Are related to current or former residents? 
Were born in Pennsylvania? Were born outside 
the United States? Have lived abroad? Answers 
to these questions (and others) will be reported 
in the April Chronicle.  

Hollis Scarborough 
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IN THE STACKS 

Flagg, Fannie - The All-Girl Filling Station's 
Last Reunion 

 Fun-filled, spanning 
decades and generations, 
this is another memorable 
novel by the talented Fan-
nie Flagg. As the story un-
folds, the reader will dis-
cover that she has also 
written a well-deserved 
tribute to the courageous 
women who accomplished 

such extraordinary things on the home front dur-
ing World War II. 
 
Perry, Anne - Midnight at the Marble Arch 
 One again Anne 
Perry's mystery-writing 
gifts are fully present in 
the Charlotte and Thom-
as Pitt novel. This time, 
the Pitts have to uncover 
the truth surrounding the 
horrifying rape and ap-
parent suicide of the wife 
of a wealthy merchant 
banker. All the thrills and 
chills are present as they 
finally unravel the mystery and expose the guilty. 
 

Patchett, Ann -  This is the Story of a Happy 
Marriage 

 In fact, this is the story of 
many happy "marriages" begin-
ning with Patchett's devotion to 
her craft as a writer and going on 
to her commitments to her 
friends, her dog, her grandmoth-
er, surmounting obstacles, her 
husband and finally to an elderly 
nun who had been her first grade 
teacher. Moreover, her skills as a 

writer have enabled her to turn these very per-
sonal experiences into stories that are often uni-
versal. They also reveal her as a person you'd 
like to know. 

 
Shea, Ammon - Reading the OED: One Man, 
One Year, 21,730 Pages 
 If you want to have one 
chuckle after another as you read 
about words, this is the book for 
you. It is a feast for word-lovers 
one letter of the alphabet at a 
time. 

Jane Andrews 
  

February  
Through My Window… 

Clare Victorius 



  MARCH 2014  13 

 

NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 
 
Fiction 
Benjamin, Melanie – The Aviator’s Wife 
Cornwell, Bernard – The Pagan Lord 
Cullen, Lynn – The Creation of Eve 
Dunant, Sarah – The Birth of Venus 
Evans, Richard Paul – The Christmas List 
Jenkins, Janette – Firefly 
Kidd, Sue Monk – The Invention of Wings 
Kline, Christina Baker – The Way Life Should Be 
Martini, Steve – Shadow of Power 
Ponsor, Michael – The Hanging Judge 

 
 
 
 
 

Mystery 
Block, Lawrence – The Burglar Who Counted 
the Spoons 
Connelly, Michael – The Gods of Guilt 
Fowler, Christopher – The Invisible God 
Grimes, Martha – The Way of All Fish 
Patterson, James – Cross My Heart 
Perry, Anne – Acceptable Loss 

 
NEW ADDITIONS TO THE VIDEO LIBRARY 

New videos can be accessed when a library volunteer is on duty 
 

 “Fruitvale Station” (2013). This film is based on the true story of the shooting of a vibrant 22 year 
old San Francisco Bay Area father who was senselessly gunned down by BART officers on New 
Year’s Day.  A 2013 Sundance Winner. 
 “Inspector Morse’s The Dead of Jericho” (1987 & 1988). Starring John Thaw. A six-disc collec-
tion set. 
 “Oranges and Sunshine” (2010).  Based on a true story. Emily Watson stars as the social work-
er who uncovered a scandal of recent times: the deportation of thousands of children from the Unit-
ed Kingdom to Australia.  
 “20 Feet from Stardom” (2013). The untold true story of the backup singers behind some of the 
greatest musical legends such as Bruce Springsteen, Sting and Stevie Wonder. 

 

Biography 
Bradlee, Ben Jr. – The Kid: the Immortal Life of 
Ted Williams 
Geiringer, Karl – Brahms: His Life and Work 
Suchet, John – Beethoven: the Man Revealed 
Tammet, Daniel – Born on a Blue Day: Inside 
the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant 

Nonfiction 
Atkinson, Rick – An Army at Dawn: The War in 
North Africa, 1942-1943 
Basbanes, Nicholas A. – On Paper: the Everything 
of Its Two-Thousand Year History 
Cremers, Estelle – Reading Furnace 1736 
Gladwell, Malcolm – David and Goliath: Underdogs, 
Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants 
Jayawardhana, Ray – Neutrino Hunters: the Thrill-
ing Chase for a Ghostly Particle to Unlock the Se-
crets of the Universe 
Leon, Donna – My Venice and Other Essays 
MacGregor, Neil – Shakespeare’s Restless World: 
A Portrait of an Era in Twenty Objects 
Morris, Douglas E. – Open Road’s Best of Italy: 
Your Passport to the Perfect Trip 

LARGE PRINT BOOKS 
Fiction 
Quindlen, Anna – Still Life with Bread Crumbs 
 
Biography 
Angelou, Maya – Mom & Me & Mom 
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Sat., March 1. NAME TAG DAY. 
Sat., March 1. Movie. "The Butler." Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sun. March 2. Crosslands Friends Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee. Film: "RACE - The 
Power of Illusion." Part 2: "The Story We Tell." 
George Fox Rm., 3:30 p.m. 
Mon., March 3. Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Wed., March 5. Forum Committee. "Quakers in 
Russia: Friends House." Speakers: Karen Porter 
and Patricia Stewart. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., March 7. Sing Along with Sarah Lee. "Old 
Friends, New Friends." Wm. Penn Lounge, 7:30 
p.m. 
Sat., March 8. Light 'n' Lively. The Kennett Area 
CommUNITY Chorus. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sun. March 9. DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME  
BEGINS 
Tues., March11. Tuesday Edition. 
"Psychoanalysis: Where it Works and How it 
Works." Speaker: Bernie Comber. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., March 11. Music Committee. The Serafin 
String Quartet. Wm. Penn Rm.,7:30 p.m. 
Fri., March 14. Camera Club. "Spring Harbin-
gers: Buds, Blossoms, Blooms, Birds, 
Brahms, Bach and More." Speaker: Conrad 
Trumbore. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., March 15. NAME TAG DAY. 
Sat., March 15. Opera Lecture. "Werther." 

Speaker: Bob Rowland. Wm. Penn Lounge, 9:30 
a.m. 
Sat., March 15. Movie. "The Other Son." Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., March 17 Book Review. Rich, Free and 
Miserable by John Brueggemann. Reviewer: Pat 
Koedding. Wm. Penn Rm., 11:00 a.m. 
Tues., March 18. CRA Concerns Session. Op-
portunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Webb-Savery Rm., 10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 
Tues., March 18. Forum Committee. 
"Wanamaker's: Meet me at the Eagle." Speaker: 
Michael Lisicky. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., March 19. Community Dialogue. Speak-
er: Phil DeBaun. Wm. Penn Rm., 11:00 a.m.  
Fri., March 21. Crosslands Players. "Burnt 
Toast Rewrit." Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., March 22. Crosslands Players. "Burnt 
Toast Rewrit." Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., March 24. Great Decisions. “Turkey’s 
Challenges.” Moderator: Chuck Gosselink. 
George Fox Rm.,9:45 a.m. 
Tues., March 25. Music Committee. Trio 
Clavino. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., March 26. Interfaith Dialogues. "The Role 
of Music in the Hindu Religion." Leader: Kanta 
Bhatia. Wm. Penn Rm., 4:00 p.m. 
Sat., March 29. Nature Conservancy. 
“Amphibians and Reptiles in the Garden.”  
Speaker: James White. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 

Coming Events  

To be listed in Coming Events an EVENTS SERVICES REQUEST FORM must be received by 
the fifth of the month. Forms are available from the receptionist. 


