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WITHIN AND BEYOND OUR BORDERS 

New Crosslanders arrive having some recent experiences in common. All have decided that 
NOW is the time, have chosen a community, and decided which unit best fits their needs. Then fol-
lows the almost universal trauma of downsizing and moving, and then learning new names and fac-
es, making new friends, gradually choosing activities. And there is the rub. At Crosslands, there are 
at least 99 committees and activities in action and only so many hours in the day. And there is a 
world outside that we do not wish to leave behind. This article outlines the choices made by two of 
our residents, as representative of the many possible ways we each can shape a world to meet our 
concerns and interests. 

 Julie Noolan settled here for full-time residence three years ago from the 
mountains of Colorado. Born in Australia, she lived in Chicago for thirty years, 
moving there for graduate studies. Her birth family remain in Australia, while her 
step children and nine step grandchildren live in Boston, New Jersey, San Diego 
and Vietnam. She spends a great deal of time traveling to visit them all and just 
for pleasure. Not knowing anyone in this area, she set about to create a life for 
herself in the Kennett community. A 25-year Rotarian, she is now a member of 
Longwood Rotary where she is involved with many community service activities, 
is active in the Unitarian Congregation of West Chester, a member of the Kennett 
Square Golf and Country Club, and serves on the Board and several committees 
of the Kennett Square Senior Center. Most of us know of her two-year chairing of 

the Welcoming Committee here, and she is a backup on the preparation of Who’s Here At Cross-
lands. She prefers helping people individually to committee work. 

Phyllis Wenner moved here in 2012. She had always been active in her community and 
church. She immediately looked for ways to help in her new community too, but has given up very 
little of her volunteer life from her former residences in Swarthmore and Chadd’s 
Ford. She has, from the beginning, been a water pitcher distributor in Firbank, 
enjoying her rapport with the patients, many of whom have only rare family visi-
tors. She urges others to join in this helpful and satisfying activity. She also 
serves as the liaison person for the Episcopal Church of the Advent in Kennett 
Square, distributing its bulletins, arranging for communion to be held here, and 
serving as its representative on our Memorial Services Committee. She works 
here as chief gardener of Penny’s Garden (where she could use some help!) and 
at the church, where she’s its office receptionist two or three days a week, and in 
charge of its memorial garden and Altar Guild. She is a Eucharistic Minister, hav-
ing completed a four-year ministry course, and distributes Communion wine. From her earlier resi-
dence in Swarthmore, she retains active membership in the Philosophy Education Organization, a 
group that nominates and helps women continue their education with scholarship and emergency 
grants, for which it raises funds. Phyllis is on its Luncheon Committee, arranging for its bimonthly  
meetings here or in Swarthmore. And lately, she has found herself in charge of the monthly Birthday 
Dinners at Crosslands. 

Other residents are involved in such causes as peace, political work, volunteering at Long-
wood Gardens, tutoring in English as a second language here or at the Kennett Square Public Li-
brary, mentoring teenagers at the Garage Community and Youth Center, and many other of the 14 
pages of “Kennett Square volunteer opportunities”, listed on the web under that heading—and in the 
wider world. Clearly, in coming to Crosslands, we are not divorced from that world. 

Betty Nathan 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT... 

—a new projector has been installed in the 

William Penn Room?  It was purchased 

by the Administration, and installation 

was coordinated by the AV Committee.  

The new projector provides much sharp-

er and brighter images for our enjoy-

ment, even when the auditorium lights 

are on. 

—nine new blue footstools have been con-

structed for use in the William Penn 

Room?  They were commissioned by the 

TV Events Committee (David Rhoads, 

Chair) and built by a Woodshop team led 

by Bill Heald. 

Elizabeth Rhoads 

Editor’s Note: Diana Stevens has agreed to 

continue the Did You Know... column, begin-

ning with the September issue. She’ll be happy 

to take suggested inputs, either in her open 

box, #429, or via email: djsteven1@verizon.net. 
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Calling All Writers And Poets 
 
 In a previous Chronicle, we mentioned 
that there is an interest among our residents in 
having a community outlet for their literary and 
poetic aspirations. I have heard back from 
enough of you that I would now be willing to 
have anyone with such aspirations send me 
your story, poem, memoir, or whatever, both by 
hard copy and electronically, to be organized 
into a publication (which at present has no 
name). I would then attempt to put the submis-
sions into some sort of appropriate format, and 
approach the CRA about funding for a publica-
tion. I would ask that what you send not exceed 
10 printed pages, and that you concede to me 
permission to do some mild editing. 
 If this idea appeals to you, let me have 
what you  want to see published by  email to 
larrywood65@verizon.net, or in Open Box 168 
and let’s see what happens. 

Larry Wood 
 

Hospice At Home 
Wed., May 9—Wm. Penn Rm.—10:00 a.m. 

 
This program, co-sponsored by the 

Crosslands Social Service Department and the 
Choices Committee, describes how hospice 
services can be delivered to residents in inde-
pendent living. The program has been planned 
by Neighborhood Hospice and will include a vid-
eo-taped interview with a resident currently re-
ceiving hospice services at home, followed by 
questions and discussion. 

Jennifer Allcock 
 

 

 

Transfers 

Harry Milliman   Firbank 615 
Marion Schultz   Firbank 703 
Barbara Yeatman   Audland 538 
Anne Curtin    Audland 511 
Herman Feissner   Audland 536 

In Memoriam 
Frances Taylor         March 23, 2018  
Helen Reed          March 28, 2018 
 

NEED TO KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON? 
Would you like to hear the information present-
ed on TV9? Just call 484-770-5711. Press “9” 
to hear a recording of the current day’s infor-
mation on TV9. 

RESIDENT STATISTICS 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 

The Braverman Quartet 
The Settlement Music School 

Allyson Cohen,violin; Issabella Egawa, violin; 
Chris Dalke, viola; Alex Wu, cello 

Sun., May 6—Wm. Penn Rm.—3:00 p.m. 
 

 The Settlement Music 
School is a community music-
education organization with 
branches in and around Phila-
delphia. Founded in 1908, it is 
the largest community school 
for the arts in the United States, 
serving 15,000 students each 
year regardless of race or fi-
nancial means. It has six 
branches in Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey. 
 The Braverman Quartet is one of several 
ensembles that comprise the Advanced Study 
Program at Settlement Music School.  Member-
ship in the program is by audition and is very 
competitive. These ensembles perform several 
times a year in concerts at the school and in the 
community.   
 

Trio Simpatico 
Phyllis Crossen-Richardson, clarinet; 

Heidi Brown, French horn;  
Matthew Bachman, piano 

Sun., May 20—Wm. Penn Rm.—3:00 p.m. 
 

 The Trio Sympatico was founded in 2009 
and performs eclectic chamber music composed 
and arranged for their unusual ensemble, includ-
ing standard literature, virtuosic showpieces and 
lesser known gems.  All three are active per-
formers and teachers in the Washington, D.C./
Baltimore area. 
 Phyllis Crossen-Richardson received her 
Bachelor of Music degree from the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music and a Master and Doctor 
of Musical Arts from the University of Maryland.  
She is a member of the Annapolis Chamber 
Players and teaches clarinet privately as well as 
coaching chamber music ensembles at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. 
 Heidi Brown was raised in California and 
began her music studies at the age of ten.  She 
received her degree in music performance from 
the University of Wisconsin and her Master’s de-
gree in horn performance from the University of 
Maryland/College Park.  She is an active free-
lance musician and teacher in the Washington 
metropolitan area. 
 Matthew Bachman is a solo and collabo-
rative pianist who completed a Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree at the University of Maryland, Col-
lege Park.  He has performed with the University 
of Maryland Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
and maintains an active teaching schedule in the 
Washington-Baltimore area. 

Esther Cooperman 
 

LIGHT ‘n LIVELY SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 

Make New Friends... 
Fri., May 18—Wm. Penn Lounge—7:30 p.m. 

 
 With Crosslands opening 
its doors to many new residents 
recently, it’s time to recycle songs 
that are fun and say it all: “Make 
new friends, and keep the old. 
One is silver and the other is 
gold.” Join us and we might even 

sing some “fun” songs about a cat and a dog 
(neither of whom are residents). 
 

Sarah Lee Houston 

 
Chester County Choral Society 

Sat., May 12—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 
The Chester County Choral Society will 

be making its first appearance on the Cross-
lands stage. Founded in 1973 as the Exton 
Chorale, the Chester County Choral Society is a 
non-profit community chorus of 80 auditioned 
volunteer singers from the greater Chester 
County region led by a professional director and 
accompanist. They will have sung the Fauré 
Requiem in Paoli, in April, and we might be for-
tunate enough to hear some selections! 

Pat Koedding 
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FORUM COMMITTEE 

Chester County Hospital 
125th Anniversary 

78th Year of Chester County Day 
Speaker: Deborah Hess, Chair, 

The Chester County Day Committee 
Tues., May 1—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
 The Chester County Hospital has always 
had a strong core of women volunteers from the 
earliest days beginning in 1892.  By the following 
summer of 1893, local women organized an aux-
iliary to support the needs of patients in the new 
facility, a building on Marshall Square Park in 
West Chester.  This Women’s Auxiliary is one of 
the earliest established in the United States.  
 Debbie Hess had been involved for over 
30 years in a variety of roles in the Auxiliary, 
having been asked to join the West Chester 
branch in 1980. She worked on the May festival 
committee, running the plant booth for many 
years, and has been a member of the Board of 
the Hospital representing nearly 10 Auxiliaries. 
She currently is an active member of the West 
Chester Evening Branch.  
 In 1990, she was asked to take charge of 
the Food and Rest facilities for the Chester 
County Day committee.  Chester County Day is 
the oldest house tour in the nation, having begun 
in 1936!  Over the years Debbie served in many 
capacities and currently chairs the committee, 
helping to direct this organization of about 500 
volunteers  
 In 2011, she was a member of the search 
committee, assigned to find a new President and 
CEO of the Hospital upon the retirement of the 
37-year President & CEO, Perry Pepper.  
  This is a most exciting time in the history 
of Chester County Hospital with the relation-
ship to Penn Medicine beginning in 2013. Deb-
bie will discuss the history of the hospital, focus-
ing on its great leadership and the importance 
of volunteers since the earliest days.   
 Debbie is married to Randy Hess and 
they have two grown children born in Chester 
County Hospital. They live in East Bradford 
township.  
 

Mary Ann B. Wagner 
 

 
 

 
 

American Dunkirk: The Waterborne  
Evacuation of Manhattan on 9/11 

Wed., May 16—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
Presenters: Tricia Wachtendorf and 

 James Kendra, Directors 
Disaster Research Center,  

University of Delaware 
 

 When terrorists struck New York City on 
September 11, 2001, boat operators and water-
front workers quickly realized they had the skills, 
equipment, and opportunity to take definite and 
immediate action to respond to the most signifi-
cant destructive event in the United States in 
decades. For many of them, they were "doing 
what needed to be done". 

Disaster experts Tricia Wachtendorf and 
James Kendra will tell us how people mobilized 
rescue efforts on that day. Their fieldwork and 
interviews with many of the participants provide 
understanding of the evacuation and its larger 
implications for the practice of disaster manage-
ment. 

Their talk will explore how people—as in-
dividuals, groups, and formal organizations—pull 
together to respond to and recover from star-
tling, destructive events. American Dunkirk asks, 
“What can these people and lessons teach us 
about not only surviving but thriving in the face 
of calamity?” 

Diana Stevens 
 

 
 

 
Who’s Here at Crosslands Updating 

 
 Does your biography need to be updat-
ed or spruced up? If there's anything that you'd 
like to see added, removed, or corrected, 
please leave a note in Open Box 179 at any 
time.   
 An updated edition should be distributed 
to residents by email in early July. 
 

Hollis Scarborough 
 

BIOGRAPHIES COMMITTEE 
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Annual Meeting 
Native Plants in the Landscape 

Speaker:  Karen Travers 
Mon., May 21—Wm. Penn Rm.—1:30 p.m. 

 
The Annual Meeting will be an opportuni-

ty for all members, the residents of Crosslands, 
to hear about what has been happening this 
past year, to share their ideas and to offer sug-
gestions for the coming year.  There will be re-
ports from sub-committees, observations and 
comments from attending members and the 
election of officers.  Karen Travers will be our 
speaker and she will present a program on na-
tive plants, based on her long association with 
the Mt. Cuba Center in Hockessin, Delaware.  

 
Chuck Gosselink 

Deadline for  articles for the June 2018 
Chronicle is May 10.  Articles cannot be anon-
ymous and are subject to editing. Submit  by e-
mail to: XLChronicle2@gmail.com or to the 
Chronicle’s open box. 

Joel Jamison 
Exhibit: May 2—June 27 

Joel comes from a family with an artistic 
tradition and has had a lifelong hobby of paint-
ing. He taught himself and found the best 
“teachers” to be observation, persistence, and 
helpful criticism from his late wife. He states that 
he began painting using a photo or parts of pho-
tos as references from which to compose an ar-
tistically acceptable work. He has found the me-
dium of oils more "forgiving" than watercolor 
and easier for him to obtain textural details. His 
tools have included the tip of the palette knife as 
much as brushes. Joel explains that most of his 
paintings are of family and places photographed 
when traveling. He has painted these subjects 
for his own pleasure and the satisfaction of see-
ing his ideas visually realized. 

This is Joel's first solo public exhibit and 
he appreciates the opportunity to do so at 
Crosslands, his home since last April, 

Nancy Geary Pereira 

IN THE GALLERY 

CROSSLANDS NATURE CONSERVANCY 

CROSSLANDS NATURE CONSERVANCY 
HIKE 

Wed., May 9 

Meet at Center—8:30 a.m. 
  
 I haven’t chosen the 

route on the Westtown Campus yet but it’ll be 
some in the woods, some by the lake where 
there’s an eagle’s nest to view, and some by 
the Chestnut Tree Grove.   

History Behind The News 
 

Did you hear Michael Simeone’s lecture 
on Fake News? It was the second in a series of 
five subscription lectures on the History Behind 
the News that he is giving at Crosslands. He is 
a most engaging speaker, and the topic was 
stunningly current. Although we may think “fake 
news” is something new, he reminded us that it 
has a long and colorful history. The earliest ex-
ample he regaled us with was an episode where 
a Boston paper published a story purportedly by 
British loyalists about a bag of money and 
scalps of colonists and native Americans sent to 
King George III in 1782. This sensational “news” 
was copied by other newspapers, widely read 
and believed, and served to inflame colonists 
during the American Revolution. The author of 
this “fake news” was none other than our own 
Benjamin Franklin! 

Another illustration of “fake news” can be 
found in the annals of the New York Times  (“All 
the news that’s fit to print”) which published a 
series on Stalin and Russia in 1931. These arti-
cles won the Pulitzer Prize but were later proven 
to be false and misleading. They became a 
great ongoing embarrassment to the paper.  

Other instances of fake news abound 
through our history. How can we be sure of the 
veracity of what we are exposed to in all the me-
dia? As one answer, Mr. Simeone suggests we 
check information on these internet sites: 

FactCheck.org 
PolitiFact.com  
The Washington Post fact checker 
Snopes.com 

Julie Knobil 



 CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE  MAY 2018 6  

 

CAMERA CLUB   
 

Turkey: Partner in Crisis 
Moderator:  Welly Ow 

Mon., May 21 
George Fox Room—9:45 a.m. 

 
Of all NATO allies, Turkey represents 

the most daunting challenge for the Trump ad-
ministration. In the wake of a failed military 
coup in July 2016, the autocratic trend in An-
kara took a turn for the worse. One year on, an 
overwhelming majority of the population con-
siders the United States to be their country’s 
greatest security threat. In this age of a wors-
ening “clash of civilizations” between Islam 
and the West, even more important than its 
place on the map is what Turkey symbolically 
represents as the most institutionally Western-
ized Muslim country in the world.  What are the 
U.S.’s goals and options? 

Chuck Gosselink  

GREAT DECISIONS 

My Favorites 
Fri., May 11—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

Nine members of the Crosslands Cam-
era Club will present some of their favorite pho-
tos this evening and will share a few words 
about why a particular photograph was chosen 
as one of My Favorites. What is the photogra-
pher’s connection to this particular photo? Does 
it evoke a specific place or memory? Does it 
create an emotion or mood for the photogra-
pher? Does it have a special story or mark a 
special occasion? Come and find out the an-
swers and enjoy a variety of photos, styles and 
subjects chosen by some of your favorite pho-
tographers at Crosslands.  

Cindy Arrouet 
 

Residents’ Photography Exhibit 
July and August – 2018 

 
Calling all Resident Shutterbugs of 

Crosslands, Cartmel and Coniston!  The Cross-
lands Camera Club would love to see a favorite 
photo of yours for the upcoming Residents’ Ex-
hibit for July and August and the William Penn 
Room program in September.  We will be se-
lecting 12 photos during our meeting on June 8.  
You may submit for consideration up to three 
photos.  Be sure and put your name on the 
back.  Hand them in to Lowell McMullin or put 
them in her open box #235 by May 31st or 
sooner!  If chosen for the Residents’ Exhibit 
your photo will be enlarged and framed for the 
summer show in the lobby opposite the Sun-
flower Shop.  We would appreciate $5 to cover 
costs of paper and ink, and then the image will 
be yours to keep.  Thanks, as always, for mak-
ing this a wonderful exhibit!   

Lowell McMullin  
 
 

 
 

The Spring Concert 
Tues., May 29—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
 The chorus will perform a variety of se-
lections, from folk music to American spirituals. 
Please join us for an evening of beautiful music. 

Jeri Iacono 
Life Enrichment Director 

CROSSLANDS CHORUS 

CRA CONCERNS SESSION 

Tuesday, May 15 

In the Music Room 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.   
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MOVIE COMMITTEE SPRING POETRY NIGHT 

Fri., June 1—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

Join in celebrating spring at the annual 
Spring Poetry Night by reading (or just listen-
ing to) poetry chosen by your fellow residents. 
The Crosslands Poetry Group, with the sup-
port of the Crosslands Players, will host the 
occasion. A sign-up sheet will be posted on 
the bulletin board on April 20 for all who would 
like to participate in presenting poetry, their 
own or some other poet's. There is a five mi-
nute limit per reader. If standing at the lectern 
is not an option, you may read from your place 
in the auditorium, using a roving mike.  

Questions should be addressed to Bet-
ty Nathan. 

Betty Nathan 

  
 
 

Kind Hearts and Coronets 
Sat., May 5—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

A classic English comedy of manners—
classic, perhaps, because it deals with three 
matters dear to the English: rank, scandal, and 
murder. The comedy is sly, the manners impec-
cable, and the murders all in furtherance of a 
noble cause. With Dennis Price, Valerie Hob-
son, and Joan Greenwood, and with Alec Guin-
ness in a virtuoso performance as all of the vic-
tims. Run time 1 hour 46 minutes. 

Ron Broude 
 

Jane 
Thurs., May 10—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

This is a documentary about Jane 
Goodall, world renowned primatologist. The dra-
ma of her ground breaking research on chim-
panzee behavior unfolds as we watch original 
footage shot by her future husband Hugo Von 
Lawick. 

Movie reviews have been uniformly good. 
The film is engaging, warm and engrossing. 

Florence Lim 
 

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
Sat., May 19—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

Directed by Ang Lee, the film won the 
Oscar in 2001 for 4 categories: Best Foreign 
Film, Best Original Score, Best Cinematography 
and Best Production Design. It won over 40 
awards that year. 

The story is about a young Chinese war-
rior who steals a sword from a famous swords-
man. The struggle to recover the stolen sword 
takes the viewer through breath-taking views of 
China that many have never seen (and will 
probably never see). Note: In Mandarin, the 
words Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon mean a 
place that has people with special hidden talent. 

Florence Lim 
 

 
   

  

 

 

REMINDER 
 

 Primary Day is Tuesday, May 15 
The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
This is a primary, so only members of the par-
ties that have candidates on their slates may 
vote in that party’s primary. Individuals with no 
party affiliation do not vote in this election. 

COLLABORATIVE CHOICES COMMITTEE 
(A combined group representing the Choices 
committees of Cartmel, Coniston, Crosslands 

and Kendal) 

Navigating the Medical Maze: 
Building Blocks for More Informed  

Decision Making 
Part 2, Know Your Doctor 
  Thurs., May 3—Wm. Penn Rm.  

10:00 to 11:15 a.m.  
The medical interview, doctors’ thinking 

patterns, and challenges to diagnosis. 
 
Part 3, Know How to Access and Assess 
  Medical Data 

 Thurs. May 31—Wm. Penn Rm. 
     10:00 to 11:15 a.m. 

 Understanding medical risk, finding 
sources of information and guidance. 

 
Jennifer Allcock 
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The Mennonite Path - A Third Way  
Speaker: Dave Cattell  

Wed., May 16—Wm. Penn Rm.—4:00 p.m. 
 

Dave Cattell first attended Frazer Men-
nonite Church as a young adult and was in-
trigued by the emphasis on simplicity and non-
violence within a Christian context. He will talk 
about his personal faith journey and provide 
a brief overview of Mennonites and other Ana-
baptist groups such as the Amish.   

Dave will also be happy to answer our 
questions. Don’t miss this special learning op-
portunity.  

Sharon Sundial 

 

 
 
For the past 13 years or better at Cross-

lands, there has been a Senior Strength Class 
with a certified personal trainer, Kyle Lanier. We 
used to meet in the old Audland Lounge but we 
are now in the Sports Room near the Wood 
Shop. Kyle gives us a good workout! We use 
every muscle in our bodies. Some of the exer-
cises are done on the wall but most are done in 
a chair with weights. Kyle explains the im-
portance of every exercise and how it affects the 
different muscles that we are using. As a long 
time member of the class, my cholesterol levels 

have been lowered and my bone density tests 
have been excellent! I have never broken a 
bone and I have not had a serious illness in a 
long time. I owe it all to these exercises. Now for 
all of this emphasis on good health there is a 
charge. We pay Kyle $50 a month. But we think 
Kyle is worth it as he is very professional and he 
works with you. Our class meets on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at 11:15. Come on down to 
the Sports Room and see what it's all about. 
You won't be disappointed! 

Pat Koedding 
 

 
Have you noticed the poems posted on 

the bulletin board in recent weeks, just left of the 
LaPara cartoons, under the Spread The Word 
heading? Jim Carlisle stewards this site to share 
a variety of poems from beyond KCC for our en-
joyment and interest, and to expand our experi-
ence of poetry. The intention is to offer many 
voices, forms, cultures, styles, and eras, and to 
stimulate emotion, thought and discussion—
even cultivate wisdom, perhaps a deepening of 
soul. 

Every week or so, a fresh poem will be 
added on top of those posted on previous 
weeks. Postings will honor poets’ and publish-
ers’ rights. Please see the "Personals" bulletin 
board, last on left before the display case. 

May your reading engage you! 
Jim Carlisle 

 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUES 

Update On The Kitchen Project 
 

Those of you who have gotten used to 
the sight of the big container sitting outside the 
lower floor of the Center next to the pond may 
have noticed that it is gone, leaving behind a 
narrow rectangular patch to remind us of its 
temporary visit. Joe Deckman reports that the 
two-part project to repair and replace the ex-
haust fans and hot water boilers under the 
kitchen is two to three weeks from completion. 
The exhaust system, in fact, was completed in 
December, and the only part of the boiler re-
placement project which requires completion is 
demolition and removal of the old boilers.  

Congratulations to Joe, who supervised 
the project.  

Larry Wood 

SENIOR STRENGTH 

Spread The Word 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

Tricia and Don Reed      Apt. # 240 
February 2018 

Although Tricia and Don Reed just moved 
to Crosslands in February, they were already in-
volved in our community as they both sang in the 
choir of Amahl in December.  

 Tricia was born in New Jersey and was 
raised on a dairy farm where one 
job was to keep the watering 
troughs full. While her brothers 
raised calves as part of 4H, she 
raised her calf, Rosamund, as a 
pet. The entire family was involved 
in music (church choir, and playing 
the piano and organ) and Tricia, in 
a short-lived rebellion, majored in 

education at University of Delaware. But she 
gravitated back to music after teaching elemen-
tary school in CT, getting a second degree in 
music from West Chester University. She taught 
kindermusik at Wilmington Music School until 
2000, and also helped to write and edit kinder-
musik programs. 

Although Don and Tricia met briefly when 
she was in high school, they met again at UDel. 
After graduation, Don went on to Yale for a PhD 
in Biochemistry. He spent a cou-
ple of years in the Army at Ft. 
Knox purifying rattlesnake venom 
to develop an antiserum. (He was 
not personally responsible for col-
lecting the venom). Don then 
joined Imperial Chemical Indus-
tries (ICI, later Zeneca) as a clini-
cal pharmacologist developing and testing new 
drugs in clinical trials. He retired in 1995.  

During all their lives, Don and Tricia have 
been involved in music as Don founded the ICI/
Zeneca Chorus while Tricia was the director of 
that chorus. She also taught high school girls’ 
chorus at the Tatnall School in Wilmington and 
was organist and choir director at St.Thomas the 
Apostle Church and at the Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church, both in Wilmington. 

Don and Tricia have three children, Char-
lotte, an electrical engineer with IBM in Burling-
ton, VT; Elizabeth, a charity-oriented worker who 
bicycled to Seattle, married and remained there; 

and Timothy, a Spanish professor at Ripon Col-
lege in Appleton, WI. They have two grandsons.  
 
Mary Meese     Apt. # 50 
March 2018 

 Mary was born in the small town of 
Warren, in the Allegheny National Forest in 
northwest  Pennsylvania. She moved to the big 

city (Baltimore) and attended 
Goucher College, majoring in 
American Studies. She then 
joined the management program 
at Lord and Taylor in NYC before 
marrying and subsequently living 
in various places including Brook-
lyn Heights, Brussels (Belgium), 
and Bronxville. The three years in 

Brussels meant that she and the children learned 
to speak both French and Flemish. On return to 
the States she became involved (again) in the 
patient advocacy system for 16 New York City 
hospitals and led the City Hospital Visiting Com-
mittee supervising 20 to 30 volunteers until retir-
ing in 2000 and moving back to PA where she 
served on the Board of Directors of the Kennett 
Square Senior Center. Mary is interested in trav-
el, music and what she calls “old stuff”, and has 
been a guide at Winterthur for 27 years. She has 
two children: a daughter who sailed a catamaran 
with her husband from Seattle to New Zealand 
and still lives there, a son who lives in NYC, and 
two New Zealand grandchildren.  

 
 

Pat Carty      Apt. # 79 
March 2018 

Pat was born in Frederick, MD, and 
moved with her family all over the northeastern 
U.S. (and GA too) as her aircraft engineer fa-
ther’s job dictated. Pat went to Douglass College 
(now Rutgers) and majored in 
math, rare for a woman in those 
days. She first worked at New Jer-
sey Bell as a traffic engineer and 
subsequently segued into internet 
technology and programming, 
which she really enjoyed. She has 
worked at Sandoz, UNIVAC, and 
(cont’d, next page) 
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Did you know where this is? 
It’s the lockbox under the bank teller’s window in 
the Center. Patty Chapin, Diana Stevens and An-
namarie Mackeand get the prize! 

(Pat Carty, continued) 
Merck where she was IT manager for 11 years 
supporting clinical research. She found she 
liked the work, but wasn’t fond of the corporate 
politics as she rose in the management sphere, 
and so decided to form her own business, P.A. 
Carty and Co., Inc., an IT consulting firm for 
large corporations. She retired after 24 years in 
business. Pat loves music and is devoted to 
spending summers at the Chautauqua Institute 
(NY). She also loved downhill skiing in Ver-
mont. She has lived many places in PA, includ-
ing Hershey Mills, Berwyn, and Chesterbrook.  
Pat is rarely seen without her Yorkshire terrier, 
Summer. 

Julie Knobil 
 

 
 

The Sorrows of an American 
by Siri Hustvedt 

 
Drawing on two rich, intersecting veins 

that run through her life, Siri Hustvedt mines 
the historical and autobiographical features of 
growing up among Norwegian immigrant fore-
bears on the bleak Minnesota plains, and also 
on the inner life, viewed through a psychoana-
lytic lens, that a gifted, creative person can de-
velop coming from that milieu. As these two 
narrative lines intersect, they augment each 
other; their combined perspectives add to the 
power of the novel. 

The sorrows of the title are those of four 
generations of Davidsens, Norwegian immi-

grants whose efforts to establish themselves as 
Minnesota farmers are undermined by depres-
sion, both economic and psychological. They 
lose their land, and Ivar, the patriarch, is left 
with a tiny, battered house and almost no land, 
which his son, Lars, a history professor whose 
death precedes much of the action of the novel, 
continues to regard as home. Lars’ journal, to 
which he gave access before his death, togeth-
er with permission to quote from it, is a principal 
source revealing the family’s past, Lars’ own 
war trauma in the Pacific, and the subsequent 
struggles of the family to survive. 

We see it through the eyes of Erik Da-
vidsen, the novel’s narrator, a psychoanalyst, 
whose deeply empathic reading of the events 
and lives of its many characters through the 
long arc of its complex plot manages to turn its 
“ghosts into ancestors”, that is, allows them to 
integrate their complicated, painful histories into 
coherent identities and sustaining human 
bonds. Erik, the narrator-protagonist, together 
with his sister, Inga, unwraps the old wounds 
and partakes of this redemptive resolution; his 
tale, starting from frigid, lost, isolation and 
abandonment, finds its way into meaningful hu-
man connection, a satisfying outcome for the 
novel and for himself.  

It can be a bit of a struggle reading such 
a complex work with so many characters and 
subplots moving back and forth through time 
and place, but Hustvedt is a skillful enough writ-
er to create a coherent whole that repays the 
effort it requires. 

Sue Finkelstein 

Do you know where this is? 
Leave your answer in the Chronicle open box 
or send it to XLChronicle2@gmail.com . 
Please include your name and apartment #. 

READERS CHOICE 

Photos by Dale Kendall Photo by Elizabeth Rhoads 
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 

Fiction 
Aliu, Xhenet – Brass 
Benioff, David – City of Thieves 
Deveraux, Jude – As You Wish 
Graham, Heather – A Dangerous Game 
Honeyman, Gail – Eleanor Oliphant Is Complete-
ly Fine 
Large Print Fiction 
Bohjalian, Chris – The Flight Attendant 
Cussler, Clive – The Rising Sea 
Audio Fiction 
Clark, Mary Higgins – All By Myself Alone 
Mystery 
Allingham, Margery – The Fashion in Shrouds 
Connelly, Michael – The Harry Bosch Novels: 
Black Echo, Black Ice; Concrete Blonde 
George, Elizabeth – The Punishment She De-
serves 
Grafton, Sue – A is for Alibi; B is for Burglar; C is 
for Corpse 
Grimes, Martha – The Knowledge 
Kepler, Lars – The Sandman 
Leon, Donna – The Temptation of Forgiveness 
May, Peter – I’ll Keep You Safe 
Winspear, Jacqueline – To Die But Once 
Large Print Mystery 
Meltzer, Brad – The Escape Artist 
Patterson, James – Tick tock 
Sayers, Dorothy L. – Have His Carcase 
Audio Mystery 
Leon, Donna – Earthly Remains 
Biography 
Hansen, Suzy – Notes on a Foreign Country: An 
American Abroad in a Post-American World 
Hewitt, Catherine – Renoir’s Dancer: The Secret 
Life of Suzanne Valadon 
Paul, Joel Richard – Without Precedent: Chief 
Justice John Marshall 
Large Print Biography 
Westover, Tara - Educated 
Nonfiction 
Abrams, Jeanne E. – First Ladies of the Republic: Martha Washington, Abigail Adams, Dolley   
  Madison, and the Creation of an Iconic American Role 
Butman, John and Simon Targett – New World, Inc.: The Making of America by England’s 
  Merchant Adventurers 
Stavridis, Adm. James – Sea Power: The History and Geopolitics of the World’s Oceans  
Nonfiction CD 
Naparstek, Beleruth – Meditations to Promote Successful Surgery 

The Display Table: New language: Hospice; Death and Dying  

VIDEOS 
 
The Shape of Water - Oscar winner this year for 
best picture. 
Get Out -  Meeting the parents goes awry. 
Victoria & Abdul -  Judi Dench stars as Queen 
Victoria in alliance with a young Indian clerk. 
Darkest Hour -  Gary Oldman portrays Winston 
Churchill. 
Wonder - Julia Roberts plays the mother of a fa-
cially deformed son. 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri - 
Frances McDormand in an Oscar winning perfor-
mance. 
Florida Project -  Willem Dafoe stars.  
Lady Bird -  Saoirse Ronan in a coming of age  
story. 
Marshall - Thurgood Marshall bio focusing on one 
of his earlier landmark cases. 
Faces Places - Agnes Varda documentary. 
The Handmaid's Tale Season One - acclaimed 
TV series with Elizabeth Moss 
I, Tonya - Margot Robbie as the Olympic ice skat-
ing competitor Tonya Harding. 
Quest - a family portrait in North Philadelphia dur-
ing the Obama years. 
Loving Vincent - Van Gogh in pictures. 
The Greatest Showman - Hugh Jackman plays  
P. T. Barnum. 
All The Money In The World - Christopher Plum-
mer as billionaire John Paul Getty in story of kid-
napped grandson. 
Molly's Game - Jessica Chastain plays an Olympic 
star who ran high stakes poker games in Holly-
wood. 
Phantom Thread - Daniel Day Lewis plays a fa-
mous dressmaker upended by love. 
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Tues., May 1. NAME TAG DAY 
Wed., May 2. Community Dialog. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 11:00 a.m. 
Thurs., May 3. Collaborative Choices Commit-
tee. Part 2: Know Your Doctor. Wm. Penn Rm., 
10:00 a.m. 
Sat., May 5. Movie. Kind Hearts and Coronets. 
Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Sun., May 6. Music Committee. The Braver-
man Quartet. Wm. Penn Rm., 3:00 p.m. 
Sun., May 6. KCC-WCU Partnership. Orches-
tra and Chorus. Asplundh Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., May 7. Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 
a.m. All residents are welcome to attend. 
Tues., May 8. Caregivers Support Group. 
Meditation Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Wed., May 9. Nature Conservancy Hike, 
Westtown School. Meet at Center, 8:30 a.m. 
Wed., May 9. Choices Comm./Social Services. 
Hospice at Home. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Thurs., May 10. Movie. Jane. Wm. Penn Rm., 
7:15 p.m. 
Fri., May 11. Camera Club. My Favorites. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., May 12. Light ‘n Lively. Chester County 
Choral Society. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sun. May 13. MOTHER’S DAY 
Mon., May 14. Low Vision Support Group. 
Health Center Meeting Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., May 15. Primary Election. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Tues., May 15. CRA Concerns Session. Op-
portunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Music Rm., 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Wed., May 9. Nature Conservancy Hike, 
Westtown School. Meet at Center, 8:30 a.m. 
Wed., May 16. Interfaith Dialogues. The Men-
nonite Path.  Wm. Penn Rm., 4:00 p.m. 
Wed., May 16. Forum Committee. American 
Dunkirk. Speakers: Tricia Wachtendorf and 
James Kendra. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., May 17. Better Hearing Committee. 
Health Center Meeting Room, 4:00 p.m. 
Fri., May 18. Sing Along With Sarah Lee. Make 
New Friends. Wm. Penn Lounge, 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., May 19. Movie. Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon. Wm. Penn Rm., 7;15 p.m. 
Sun., May 20. Music Committee. Trio Simpati-
co. Wm. Penn Rm., 3:00 p.m. 
Mon., May 21. Great Decisions. Turkey: Partner 
in Crisis. George Fox Rm., 9:45 a.m. 
Mon., May 21. Nature Conservancy Annual 
Meeting. Speaker: Karen Travers. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 1:30 p.m. 
Mon., May 28. MEMORIAL DAY. 
Tues., May 29. Crosslands Chorus. Spring 
Concert. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., May 31. Collaborative Choices Com-
mittee. Part 3: Know How to Access and As-
sess Medical Data. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Fri., June 1. Poetry Night. Wm. Penn Rm., 
7:30 p.m. 

To be listed in Coming Events an EVENTS SERVICES REQUEST FORM must be received by 

the tenth of the month. Forms are available from the receptionist. 


