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COMMUNITY AND COMPANIONSHIP 
 
 Crosslands is an “old-age retire-
ment community.”  The quotation marks 
indicate skepticism.  Yes, we’re all old.  
Most of us are retired.  We compose a 
community. All true, BUT: 
 Most of our residents arrive with 
ideas about the lectures, concerts, com-
munity work, political activity they’d like 
to do, things they’ve always done but 
wished we’d had more time for, or things 
we’d like to try for the first time now that, 

we think, we’ll have time and opportunity. That doesn’t sound 
like a stereotypical retirement. We tend to fill our calendars rather quickly with classes, exercise 
groups, meetings, arts and crafts, concerts, community work, political campaigning. 
 We’re all, by definition, old, but we tend to ignore that, unless it gives us a handy excuse to 

get out of joining one more committee. 
 In this community, where we learn all the faces and 
many of each other’s names, we quickly feel a sense of 
togetherness and caring. We even learn that some would 
prefer to keep to themselves, and we respect that desire. 
 But very important to most of us, in addition to be-
longing to a community, is to have intimate companions. 
Some of us are still lucky enough to live as couples. Most 
of us soon find close friends, through proximity, mutual in-
terests, a fascinating dinner conversation, or sheer luck. 
Some have the pleasant surprise of finding that they have 

become half of an “item” (Crosslands speak for “couple”). Some even get married. 
 Among those who count as “companions” we must include pets. We haven’t recorded them 
recently, but there seems to be a growing number of dogs on campus, and of cats keeping warm 
indoors. I hear there’s even a bird, and a beautiful tank of tropical fish. 

 Jean Barker, whose beloved yellow Labrador died last year, recently 
adopted  an elderly, white-muzzled 
black Labrador retriever named Oliver. 
She finds him a perfect dog and com-
panion, and their friendship is the inspi-
ration for this article. 
 We are not urging everyone to 
acquire a pet, but remind you that strok-
ing a friendly animal is good for loneli-
ness, amusement, emotional well-being 
in general, and your blood pressure. 

Betty Nathan 

C R O S S L A N D S  C H R O N I C L E  

Photos by: Jo-anne Smith, Hollis Scarborough, 
Bob Suter 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT… 
 
 — Connie Fleming is retiring from her 
Chronicle staff position after 17 years on the 
job? She started writing this column in 2006 and 
it’s been a “don’t miss” feature ever since. Con-
nie says people just don’t seem to pass on 
those “juicy bits” of information to her, the way 
they used to, so she’s closing up shop. We’ll all 
miss her and are grateful for all the timely read-
ing she has provided us. Thank you Connie! 

The Staff 
 

 
CRA CONCERNS SESSION 

Tuesday, February 20 
Music Room 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  
 

FROM THE CRA PRESIDENT 
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 My focus this month is on the 
strengths that we have in being two separate 
but connected communities. 

A relatively new resident of Crosslands 
attended a program at Kendal.  While waiting 
for the program to begin, a Kendal resident in-
troduced herself and our new Crosslands resi-
dent replied that she was a new resident of 
Kendal.  Perplexed, the Kendal resident said 
she did not know this new “Kendal” resident, to 
which our Crossland resident clarified that she 
was from Crosslands, but didn’t differentiate, 
not understanding there are two communities.  
And that is the way the outside world perceives 
us:  one retirement community. 

My personal opinion is that there is 
strength not only in our differences but in our 
unity. A recent demonstration of that was the 
very successful Christmas production, “Amahl 
and the Night Visitors” by the Crosslands Play-
ers, the cast of which included some great Ken-
dal talent.  And it is always a rewarding experi-
ence when we have interchanges of residents 
who attend community programs. Dinner ex-
changes always result in meeting new people 
and exchanges of ideas.  Certainly there is dual 
participation in various committees sponsored 
by one or the other.  The creation of a new Ge-
nealogy Committee at Crosslands, open to both 
communities, is an example of the open oppor-
tunity for all to join. Crosslands has no weaving 
group, but Kendal does.   Certainly we all pay 
the same fees, but the choices offered are var-
ied: some like the covered walkways of Kendal 
while others prefer the open vistas of Cross-
lands. Some prefer apartments to cottages. The 
consolidation of some administrative positions 
works not only to strengthen  communications 
but also results in better management, eliminat-
ing duplication and keeping control of our fees. 

I believe each community wants to main-
tain its uniqueness, but it is healthy to focus on 
the similarities rather than the differences.  As 
songwriter Johnny Mercer wrote fifty years ago, 
let’s “accentuate the positive, eliminate the neg-
ative, latch onto the affirmative, but don’t mess 
with Mr. In-between”. 

Lou Wonderly 

CALLING ALL FRUSTRATED WRITERS 
 

Is there any interest among residents in 
having a periodic publication devoted to literary 
works – humor, poetry, or serious material -- 
created by residents? The Chronicle would love 
to have your opinion, for or against. You may 
either email your thoughts to the Chronicle at 
xlchronicle2@gmail, or, if you would prefer ano-
nymity, put a note in the Chronicle Box. 
 

     Larry Wood 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Old Friends, New Friends 
Fri., Feb. 16—Wm. Penn Lounge—7:30 p.m. 

  
 Many of us may recall a little song from 
when we were young(er!): 

Make new friends, but keep the old. 
One is silver, the other gold. 

 According to an unofficial count, we have 
welcomed 30 new residents this year into the 
Crosslands family, including some four-footed 
pets. Join in, and please don’t tell me you can’t 
sing. Just hum, laugh and tap your toes. 

I hope to see you on February 16; bring a 
friend, old or new! 

Sarah Lee Houston 

Ovidiu Marinescu, cello 
Carl Cranmer, piano 

Tues., Feb. 13 
Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
 Ovidiu Marinescu, one of 
the outstanding musicians of his 
native Romania, is a graduate of 
the National University of Music 
Bucharest and received his doc-
torate from Temple University 

where he studied with Orlando Cole. Following 
his debut with the New York Chamber Symphony 
in Beethoven’s Triple Concerto, he has per-
formed with the New York Chamber Symphony, 
the National Radio Orchestra of Romania, Mos-
cow Chamber Orchestra, Newark, DE, Helena,  
and Great Falls Symphonies in Montana, the 
Cleveland Philharmonic and Southeastern Penn-
sylvania Symphony Orchestra. He has played at 
festivals in Luzerne, Bayreuth, Chautauqua, 
South Bohemia, Orlando and Brasov, at the New 
Hampshire Music Festival, and the Parma Festi-
val.  China, Cuba, Brazil, Romania and Russia 
are recent stops on his busy agenda. 
  He is also a conductor and directs the 
West Chester University Symphony.  He is on the 
faculty at West Chester University where he says 
that his mission is “to be fair and committed to all 
students, and to inspire them to excel.” 
 Carl Cranmer is an Associate Professor at 
West Chester University where he is also Artistic 
Director of the American Piano Forum and Samu-
el Barber International Piano Institute. He made 
his debut with the Philadelphia Orchestra at age 

nine, playing Mozart’s Concerto in A Major, 
K.488. He received his Doctoral and Master’s de-
grees at the Juilliard School and his undergradu-
ate degree at Oberlin Conservatory. In addition to 
solo recitals in Europe, Asia and North America, 
he has performed with the Royal Philharmonic of 
England, the Gulbenkian Orquesta of Portugal, 
the Juilliard Orchestra and several other orches-
tras in the U.S. and Asia.  He has also performed 
at Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, DC, the Academy of Music, Verizon Hall 
and the Perelman Theater in Philadelphia. 
 

The Music School of Delaware 
Rising Stars 

Tues, Feb. 27—Wm. Penn Rm.—7: 30 p.m. 
 
 The Music School of Delaware was found-
ed in 1924 as the only statewide, accredited, 
community music school in the region. It now 
serves six locations in Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and Maryland. Courses in music the-
ory, conducting and musical theater are offered 
as well as in instrumental and vocal performance. 
Students participate in choral and orchestral en-
sembles in both classical music and jazz. 
 The Rising Stars are the most advanced 
students in the school and are the winners of the 
School’s annual merit scholarships competition. 
Crosslands audiences have enjoyed the superb 
performances these young students have given 
here in previous years, and we look forward to 
welcoming them again this year. 

Esther Cooperman 

The Sweet Potato Fries 
Sat., Feb. 10—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
 Light 'n Lively intro-
duces The Sweet Potato 
Fries to the Crosslands audi-
ence . Pete Lane on the ban-
jo and Bob Crowe with the 
lyrics. The two have per-
formed for the Firbank 
Households and now it's our 

turn! Come and have some lighthearted fun. 
Pat Koedding  

LIGHT 'N LIVELY SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 
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NEED A RIDE HOME AT NIGHT AFTER A 
CONCERT, FORUM OR OTHER EVENING 

EVENT? 
Push the BUTTON to the right of the main 
door and a bus will be dispatched to the 
Center. 

FORUM COMMITTEE GREAT DECISIONS 

Across the Incredible Canvases of  
Philadelphia: Mural Arts 

Tues., Feb. 6—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 
Mural Arts Philadelphia is the nation’s 

largest public 
art program, 
dedicated to 
the belief that 
art ignites 
change. Dis-
cover the Mural 
Arts that have 
united artists 
and communi-

ties for 30 years through a collaborative pro-
cess, rooted in the traditions of mural-making, to 
create art that transforms public spaces and in-
dividual lives.  

Melanie Chadwick  
 

Fixing Our Streams 
Speaker:  Robert G. Struble, Jr. 

Tues., Feb. 20—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
      
 The Forum and Nature Conservancy 
committees are pleased to welcome Robert 
Struble back to our podium.  Several years ago 
he was here to talk with us about the importance 
of streams in our area, the causes of degrada-
tion and erosion, and the success of stream res-
toration efforts.  Later, on Earth Day, he led a 
group of us to see one such project at the 
stream along Route 52 just north of Crosslands.  
He returns now to speak on the current work of 
the Brandywine Red Clay Alliance where he 
serves as Watershed Conservation Director.  
Bob served for thirty years as Executive Director 
of the Brandywine Valley Association before its 
merger with the Red Clay Alliance.  Before that 
he was employed by the Chester County Plan-
ning Commission and has been a director of 
both the Chester County Conservation District 
and the Chester County Water Resources Au-
thority.  In his present capacity he works with 
volunteers in the Red Streams Blue program to 
help improve the quality of streams within the 
Brandywine and Red Clay watersheds.   

Chuck Gosselink 

Russia’s Foreign Policy 
Moderator:  Peggy Jones 

Mon., Feb. 26—George Fox Rm.—9:45 a.m. 
 

Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia is 
projecting an autocratic model of governance 
abroad and working to undermine the influence 
of liberal democracies along Russia’s historical 
borderlands. Russia caused an international up-
roar in 2016 when it interfered in the U.S. presi-
dential contest, but Putin’s foreign policy toolkit 
includes other instruments, from alliances with 
autocrats to proxy wars with the U.S. in Geor-
gia, Ukraine and Syria. How does Putin con-
ceive of national interests, and why do Russian 
citizens support him? How should the United 
States respond to Putin’s foreign policy ambi-
tions? 

Chuck Gosselink  

CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
 
Please note that meeting dates have 

changed to Tuesdays. Starting on February 13, 
we will meet each month on the 2

nd
 Tuesday at 

10:00 a.m. in the Meditation Room. Please call 
Megha Pathak in Social Services, 610-388-
5636, with any questions. 

Rosemarie Carpenter 

WCU STUDENT PROJECT 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

 
In collaboration with West Chester Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, we are looking for resi-
dent volunteers to interact and share their life 
history with Bachelor of Social Work students. 
Residents would be asked to meet once or 
twice with the students and would be provided a 
copy of the project. If you are interested in par-
ticipating in this exciting project or have any 
questions, please contact me, at 610-388-5635. 

Rosemarie Carpenter 
Social Services Director 
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The 2017 Scavenger Hunt 
Fri., Feb. 9—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30p.m. 

 
Each month the Crosslands Camera Club 

presents a program featuring the work of an ac-
complished photographer.  This month we 
thought you might like to see a different aspect 
of our camera club activities which shows some 
of the work of our Crosslands photographers. 

For each of the last several years, Mac 
Rayne has challenged members of the Cross-
lands Camera Club with a scavenger hunt.  Mac 
selects a number of categories and then the 
members go out to photograph images that fit 
each category.  Come see the creativity, humor, 
and artistry of our camera club members—both 
long-time and newer members--as we present 
the results of our 2017 Scavenger Hunt. 

Elizabeth Rhoads 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
Radio Free Vermont by Bill McKibben 

Reviewer: Peter Lane 
Mon., Feb. 12—Wm. Penn Rm.—11:00 a.m. 

 
A Gentleman in Moscow is an amusing 

scan of life in the Rus-
sian Capitol, covering 
the time just after the 
revolution in 1917, up 
through the mid-1950s. 
Alexander Rostov, born 
a “White Russian” is in-
carcerated in a luxury 
hotel in Moscow. We 

meet lots of his friends and people from the 
Kremlin who are gentle with him and through 
them all we get a look at how the Soviet regime 
runs that huge country. Rostov is presented as 
a true man for all times. 

Radio Free Vermont  by Bill McKibben is 
a fast-moving romp through the mountains and 
valleys of the philosophical/political scene in 
Vermont as 2017 is just beginning; cross-
country ski-racing, and managing an under-
cover broadcasting system while the rest of the 
world fixes on internet coverage. It’s really fun. 

Peter Lane 

Nicholas LaPara Exhibit 
Feb.1 - Feb. 28 

 
Nicholas would like to donate one of his 

pictures to Crosslands, but WHICH ONE? Resi-
dents can decide. On the hallway table in the 
exhibit area are the directions asking that you 
pick a picture. Vote once for any picture NOT 
labeled NFS by simply putting a slip of paper 
into the box with the picture's NUMBER on it. 
The most popular unsold image will be donated 
to be hung at Crosslands. Thanks, Nicholas, for 
your lovely idea.  

Nancy Geary Pereira 

IN THE GALLERY 

BOOK REVIEW 

CAMERA CLUB 

2017 AFSC SALES REPORT 
 
During 2017, the team of resident volun-

teers held five sales of unwanted furniture and 
household goods in Parking Lot 6 and $5,757 
was realized on behalf of the American Friends 
Service Committee.  We thank all those resi-
dents and family members who made dona-
tions last year and we encourage new resi-
dents, who may have brought more than they 
can fit into their new homes, to consider similar 
gifts. Any unsold items from the AFSC sales 
are picked up by Habitat for Humanity or taken 
to Goodwill, so nothing is wasted. Before taking 
items to Parking Lot 6, residents should call 
Coordinators Jennifer Allcock or Betsy Walker. 

Also during the past year, another team 
of dedicated volunteers sifted and sorted donat-
ed clothing into 224 large bags which were dis-
tributed to three different charities: 82 bags to 
Gwynedd Meeting (AFSC), 78 bags to Goodwill 
and 64 bags to His Mission in Kennett Square. 
Those wishing to donate clothing should con-
tact Ruth Cramer for access to the storage ar-
ea.  

We are fortunate to have such dedicated 
volunteers who work diligently to make sure 
that usable items are recycled and not discard-
ed as trash. Thank you donors and volunteers 
alike! The next sale will likely be held in April, 
weather allowing. 

Jennifer Allcock 
Betsy Walker 
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MOVIES 

 13th 
A Black History Month Documentary 

Thurs., Feb. 22—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 
 

13th is a 2016 American documentary 
film which explores the "intersection of race, 

justice and mass incar-
ceration in the United 
States.”  It is titled after 
the Thirteenth Amend-
ment to the United 
States Constitution, 
which freed the slaves 
and prohibited slavery 
(unless as punishment 
for a crime). 
 13th has gar-

nered acclaim from film critics and has been 
nominated for an Oscar.  Run time: 100 
minutes. 

We expect those who attend will be in-
spired to action.  Our co-sponsor, the Cross-
lands Friends Worship Group Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee will sponsor a letter writ-
ing opportunity immediately after the film. 

Sharon Sundial 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUES 

Bridge Of Spies 
Sat., Feb. 3—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
This 2015 movie starring Tom Hanks and 

Mark Rylance tells the story of the prisoner ex-
change of Soviet spy Rudolph Abel for the 
American U2 pilot Gary Powers, which was ne-
gotiated by James Donovan in 1962.  

The story is set among Cold War ten-
sions at their height, shortly after the Rosenberg 
trial. Tasked with insuring Abel’s constitutional 
rights despite popular antagonism for the Sovi-
ets, it is a film with intelligent discourse as well 
as being a tense espionage thriller. It made a 
few best movies of the year lists and Mark 
Rylance won an Oscar for Best Supporting Ac-
tor for his portrayal of Rudolph Abel. Run time: 
135 minutes. 

Gale Hamilton 
 

Step: Empowering Baltimore Girls though 
Dance 

Thurs., Feb. 8—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 
 

Step is a 2017 documentary, a true-life 
story of a girls’ high-school “step team” set 
against the background of the heart 
of Baltimore. The young women learn to laugh, 
love and thrive, on and off the stage, even when 
the world seems to work against them. Empow-
ered by their teachers, teammates, counselors, 
coaches and families, they chase their ultimate 
dreams: to win a step championship and to be 
accepted into college. Step won several critical 
awards. Come and be inspired by this uplifting 
story.  
Run time: 84 minutes. 
       

 Sharon Sundial 
 

Foul Play 
Sat., Feb. 17—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
Librarian Gloria (Goldie Hawn) leads a 

relatively quiet life, until she is caught up in an 
assassination plot against the Pope. Offering 
sometimes dubious aid is Federal agent Tony 
(Chevy Chase). This was the first major role for 
Chase, and Dudley Moore has a breakout per-
formance. Run time: 116 minutes. 

Florence Lim 

KCC DIVERSITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

A Traditional Hindu Wedding 
Speaker: Kendal Resident Kanta Bhatia 

Wed., Feb. 21—Wm. Penn Rm.—4:00 p.m. 
 

Kanta invites us to view her nephew’s 
2015 Hindu wedding ceremony in a temple in 
Manhattan. She will interpret what we see. The 
ceremony is considered very sacred and is 
performed in Sanskrit by a Pundit invoking 
Agni, the God of Fire, as a witness. The bride is 
given away by both her parents. The bride and 
bridegroom circle the fire seven times: three 
times she leading, three times he leading and 
the seventh time both together. It is 30 minutes 
long, colorful, and moving. 

Kanta will also outline the basic tenets of 
Hinduism and answer our questions. This prom-
ises to be a unique experience so please plan 
to attend. 

Sharon Sundial 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
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The Road to Resilience 
Speaker: Shari Baron 

Thurs., Feb. 8—Wm. Penn Rm.—11:00 a.m. 
 

For six years I was part of a cancer sup-
port group led by Shari Baron at the Philadelph-
ia Cancer Support Community. Her perception 
and approach made all the difference in our re-
silience in handling life’s challenges. She says, 
“People are not born resilient. Resilience can 
be learned.” Shari is an Advanced Practice Psy-
chiatric Nurse with 40 years of experience as a 
psychotherapist and educator. She is a skilled 
facilitator with 20 years as Clinical Associate, is 
a Fellow of the American Group Psychotherapy 
Association and has a private practice in Media. 
She gave a talk here at Crosslands some years 
ago. On a comment about seeing the world with 
a glass half full, Shari said, “You can always fill 
the glass up again.” It’s this way of looking at 
life that is her gift.  

Lowell McMullin 
 

HEALTH EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

KENDAL-CROSSLANDS COMMUNITIES & 
WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY 

CULTURAL EVENTS  
Goitse 

Sat., Feb. 24—7:30 p.m. 
Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall—-Philips 

Memorial Building 
 

Irish Music Magazine describes the mu-
sic of Goitse (pronounced go-with-cha; Gaelic 
Irish greeting for "come here") as "brimming 
with energy and creative zeal." Forged in the 
white-hot creative crucible of Limerick Universi-
ty's Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, 
Goitse has released four critically acclaimed 
recordings and maintains a year-round touring 
schedule that regularly includes Ireland, the 
UK, Germany, France, and the United States. 
Their distinctive sound lies in the quality of their 
own compositions interspersed with traditional 
tunes from the countryside of Ireland and 
abroad.  

Bus transportation provided, see bulletin 
board. 

Juanett Goins 
Human Resources 

 
 
 

Old Filth, by Jane Gardam 
 
Jane Gardam, winner of numerous pres-

tigious literary awards in her native UK, remains 
virtually unknown here in the US. In her work, 
especially in Old Filth, widely considered her 
masterpiece, she moves from scenes of painful 
emotion to witty depictions of the British class 
system and of the vagaries of life at the bar.  
She opens a whole era in a world heretofore 
unknown. 

 Edward Feathers’ ori-
gins as a “Raj-orphan” (His 
British mother died three 
days after his birth, and his 
father, a British civil servant, 
refused all contact with 
him.) did not hold him hos-
tage. Reared for his first 
four and a half years by 
Ada, the adoring twelve-
year-old daughter of his Ma-
lay wet-nurse, he was 
wrenched away from their 
idyllic life by a cruel, rigid 

Baptist missionary who took him “home” to be 
fostered in Wales, where the trauma of separa-
tion and enforced learning of English left him 
with a stammer that recurred throughout stress-
ful periods of his life. The trauma scarred him, 
but did not imprison him. 

The wit that was central to his character 
(and that of his author) enabled him to rename 
himself Old Filth (“Failed in London; Try Hong 
Kong) as he moved from the scene of early fail-
ure through satiric depictions of the British class 
system, domestic and foreign. Known as Eddie 
in childhood, he became Filth, a distinguished 
jurist, risen to the height of his profession, 
dressed with great panache in fashions half a 
century out of date, and revered in Hong Kong. 
 Having retired to Dorset, the childhood 
home of his late wife, Betty, he faded into ob-
scurity, and died getting off his final flight to the 
Malaysian city of his birth. 

Its underlayer of pain and loss make 
Gardam’s witty, satiric novel an amusing and 
deeply moving work. 

Sue Finkelstein 

READER’S CHOICE 
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In Memoriam 
Robert Deinish  January 11, 2018 
Barbara Verdiani  January 9, 2018 
Jean Winch   January 13, 2018 
 Crosslands extends its deepest sympa-
thy to family and friends on the loss of their 
loved ones. 

RESIDENT STATISTICS 

QUAKER PROCESS 
 

You may be a newer resident wondering 
why things take so long to get done at Cross-
lands or why we don’t clear up an issue by vot-
ing or taking a head count. You may be told that 
this is “Quaker process” and you wonder, what’s 
that? 

When you entered Crosslands you were 
offered a booklet from The Kendal Corporation 
entitled Values and Practices. Inside the cover 
is the statement beginning: “While remaining 
firmly grounded in the Quaker values…”, but the 
booklet does not account for some of the ways 
of doing things or of NOT doing things that you 
will find at Crosslands. So what is “Quaker pro-
cess?” You could ask a neighbor who is a 
Quaker and get a detailed answer. Or you might 
consult a resource that better meets your specif-
ic needs, i.e., the collection of pamphlets and 
books about Quakerism in the Crosslands li-
brary. It occupies a full bookcase in the back 
room of the library and it covers a wide variety 
of topics: history, biography, accounts of local 
Quaker schools, and more. For example, if you 
want to know why Quakers don’t vote in their 
decision-making, look at Beyond Majority Rule, 
by Michael Sheeran. If you want history, Friends 
for 350 Years, by Howard Brinton is a classic. 
The Oxford Book of Quaker Studies is a com-
prehensive selection of articles covering many 
topics. Pendle Hill pamphlets, located on the 
bottom shelf, provide insights into the thinking of 
contemporary Quakers (Pamphlet #307, Be-
yond Consensus, by Barry Morley describes 
Quaker process). 

In the interest of understanding the com-
munity in which you have chosen to live, we 
who are Quakers invite you to explore the 
Quaker collection and to become better ac-
quainted with our ways. 

Brigitte Alexander 

DO GEESE FLY SOUTH FOR THE WINTER? 
 

My wife and I moved into Rushmore in 
June of 2016, and this necessitated walking 

along the path by the pond in or-
der to get to the Center. Walking 
this way, in turn, introduced us to 
the numerous geese that use the 
pond as a staging area and, to my 
occasional annoyance, use the 

path as a place to relieve themselves. Oh well, 
thought I, all this will change when winter 
comes and the geese fly south. 

Summer and fall passed, and winter 
came. Lo and behold! The geese remained, in 
force. Their excretory habits (if that’s a word) 
remained unchanged. The fact that the days 
grew shorter and night came sooner made navi-
gating the path even more of an adventure than 
it was during the summer months. 

Another year rolled around, another sum-
mer and fall came, and it is now winter again, 
and the geese are still with us. I decided that I 
would try to find out whether geese really did fly 
south for the winter. Somebody suggested that I 
ask Dale Kendall, who is knowledgeable about 
the habits of birds. I did, but her only explana-
tion was that “they must like it here.” 

So I decided to consult Google, and I 
punched in “Do geese still fly south for the win-
ter?” As most computer-savvy people know, 
Google can answer almost anything. In this 
case, the answer was No. The articles I read 
suggested that flying south by geese is a 
learned behavior, and not the sort of instinctual 
turn toward warmer climes that I thought it was. 
In fact, unless the mommy and daddy geese 
start teaching their young to fly south, our 
geese may give up their migratory habits alto-
gether. 

So my friends, here is the reality: We are 
stuck with these blasted geese forever, unless 
we figure some way to make life at Crosslands 
uncomfortable for them. Longwood used sheep 
dogs. I can imagine the howls of protest that will 
go up from this nice Quaker community if we 
set sheep dogs on the geese. So I guess the 
answer is, get used to them. Share your pond 
and your path, and step carefully as you head 
toward the Center. Mr. and Mrs. Goose and all 
those adorable goslings are here to stay.  

Larry Wood 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

Delores Reeves         Apt. 72 
November 2017 
 
 The oldest of five siblings, Delores was 
born in Wilmington, lived in Newport, DE and 
served most of her life in this area. She graduat-
ed from University of Delaware and has an MS 
from Temple. 

 Inside a quiet unassuming 
exterior lies a woman of steel; 
she must be! She has been a 
schoolteacher most of her life in 
the Philadelphia and Delaware 
School systems, and especially 
productive in the service to spe-
cial needs students. How do you 
master this service? You gain 

the respect of the students and they will respect 
you. While the regular school year lasts 180 
days, she advocated for 250 days for special 
needs students. And she had the backing of 
most of their parents who perceived that their 
children needed more than the regular school 
year could give them.   
 An active member of her church, she 
made a mission trip to West Virginia to help 
poorer residents with housing problems, and 
came back to the Wilmington area to co-found, 
in 2012, the local Mission at Home which, with 
local funding and the help of neighbors and vol-
unteer helpers, provides home repairs for peo-
ple in need. And she continues the work to this 
day! 
Delores’ interests are in bible study, gardening, 
and reading. She has a son and two grandchil-

dren in the Wilmington area.  
Leo Gilmore           Apt. 167 
December 2017 
 
 Born in Woodbury, New Jersey, Leo has 
lived in this area (NJ, PA, DE) most of his life. 
He started young as a volunteer fireman and 

part of the ambulance squad at 
age 17 in New Jersey, and con-
tinued this for many years even 
while he was enrolled in the 
Drexel Co-op program for five 
years. He majored in mathemat-
ics. This program gave him 
tastes of diverse career paths, 
such as the CIA, Campbell 
Soup, Philadelphia Electric, and 

Investment Company Institute. While in gradu-
ate school at Drexel, he even taught mathemat-
ics in the third and fourth grades in the Philadel-
phia public school system. Although he eventu-
ally abandoned grade school teaching, he never 
lost his love of teaching and later taught mathe-
matics as an adjunct professor in various com-
munity colleges. He has been chief of IT 
(Information Technology) in the Christiana Hos-
pital system and later was chief innovation of-
ficer in the Lancaster hospital system. 
  His interests lie in volunteering and in 
leadership and team coaching, as well as ener-
gy conservation. Leo has one daughter, two 
sons, and three grandchildren.  

Julie Knobil 
 
 

 
 

DINING SERVICES 

A Street Fair Named Desire Sweet Tart Carnival 
Wed., Feb. 14.—Crosslands Center 

4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
  
 Please join the festivities as we celebrate Valentine’s Day with a street 
fair located in the front entry of the Center. Enjoy live piano music, appetizers, 
beverages, wine-tasting, games and prizes. Don’t forget to stop by the “Sweet 
Tart” photo booth for individual or group photos.  If possible, please enter 
through the William Penn Auditorium doors to keep the foyer as warm as pos-
sible for this event. 

Tracy Sedlak 
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS…? 

Did you know where this is?   
 
It's the metal artwork on the front of Cross-
lands Center. Julie DeWoolf and Diana Ste-
vens recognized it. 

Do you know where this is?  
Send your answer to XLChronicle2@gmail.com 
or leave it in the Chronicle open mailbox. Please 
include your name and apartment number on 
your entry.  

Photo:  Paul Stevensl Photos by Bob Suter 

The History Behind the Headlines: 
Lecture Series in March 2018 

 
After the CRA approved formation of the 

Continuing Education Committee, we finalized 
arrangements for Michael Simione, a knowl-
edgeable and entertaining lecturer, to present a  
lecture series on “hot button” subjects. These 
topics have made headline appearances in our 
newspapers and on TV, and Michael will pull 
together for us the background that resulted in 
these important news stories. 

Monuments: why have them? March 7 
American Demagogues  March 14  
Korea, Venezuela  March 21 
Immigration   March 28 
Wish to Believe: Fake News April 4  
 
All lectures will take place in the Wm. Penn 

Room on Wednesday mornings, starting at 
10:00 a.m. and ending at 11:15, in time for 
lunch. The cost is $30 covering all five lectures, 
payable in advance to Widener University. 

A notice is on the bulletin board with in-
structions for signing up for this interesting 
course. Contact the Committee if you have 
questions: Dick Kline, Chair, Jack Schultz, Ka-
ren Satterthwaite, and Joan Waller. 

Dick Kline 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE Answers to Crosslands Crossword #28 

Across:  1  The check is in the mail., 11  imp, 12  Bel, 13  Lo, 15  
Io, 16  aft, 19  wapiti, 22  riprap, 24  Na, 25  An, 26  “If,” 28  
narc, 29  body check, 31  Copt, 33  twin, 35  exact, 37  check 
your bag, 40  chez, 42  Say a, 44  reality check, 48  scram, 50  
term, 51  Apia, 53  checklist, 55  Arms, 58  Dr., 59  UT, 61  in., 
62  ‘stache, 64  potent, 67  den, 68  or, 69  fa, 70  eel, 72  R.I.P., 
74  supermarket checkers.   Down: 2  HI, 3  emir, 4  Checkpoint 
Charlie, 5  Starr, 6  TB, 7  hew, 8  eland, 9  Ali, 10  iota, 14  
price check, 17  fact check, 18  T(riple) P(lay), 20  pays by cash 
or check, 21  in check, 23  PA, 27  Fox, 29  bio, 30  onus, 32  
pace, 34  WY, 36  Tel., 38  RAs (Resident Advisors), 39  AARP, 
41  zits, 43  checkmarks, 45  Tet, 46  yr, 47  checkmate, 49  aid, 
52  checkup, 54  Inner, 56  Range, 57  Mc, 60  tofu, 62  SD, 63  
Erie, 65  tap, 66  Tem, 71  la, 73  P(uerto) R(ico). 
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THE BENNETT’S RUN PROJECT 
 
In March 2015, the Nature Conservancy 

Committees in both Crosslands and Kendal 
communities endorsed a 
program to "upgrade Ben-
nett’s Run to the highest 
level of biodiversity possi-
ble”.  To that end, a work-
ing relationship with the 
Stroud Water Research 
Center was established, 
and a water monitoring 
system was installed by 
them. A system of the 
same design is used by 
the Center to monitor wa-
ter quality in over 50 sites 

in the Christiana and Brandywine watersheds.  
Bennett’s Run is the stream that runs 

through the Kendal-Crosslands campus from 
Longwood Gardens, to the west, into the Bran-
dywine Creek on the east. One of the two moni-
tors is close to the western boundary and the 
other is located near where the service road 
crosses the stream. The two computerized in-
struments are used to monitor water tempera-
ture, conductivity and depth; the data generated 
is reported to the Stroud Water Research Center 
monthly. 

The graph shows stream temperature da-
ta collected 
from the sen-
sor. The up-
per (blue) line 
indicates the 
temperature 
upstream and 
the lower (red) 
line the down-
stream tem-
perature. 
The difference 

in water temperatures is explained by the fact 
that the water flows from three sunlit, relatively 
warm ponds on the Longwood land, and is then 
cooled while flowing under trees through the 
Kendal-Crosslands property. 

In evaluating the health of the stream, 
depth information makes it possible to estimate 
the stream’s quantitative flow rate. Temperature 

is important because it directly influences what 
organisms can live in the stream, and it also in-
fluences how much oxygen can be dissolved in 
the water. Conductivity is a measure of the con-
centration of ions in the water—high conductivity 
often indicates that pollutants such as nitrates 
and phosphates are present in high concentra-
tions, but conductivity can also rise due to the 
leaching of more benign ions from bedrock (e.g., 
calcium from limestone). Interpretation of the 
computerized data will make it possible to de-
sign a program to upgrade Bennett’s Run to the 
highest possible level of diversity. 

On Saturday March 31 at 7:30 pm, Stroud 
Senior Scientist John Jackson will present the 
scientific data and suggest possible future inves-
tigations or actions. 

If you would like to know more about this 
project please contact Phoebe Driscoll or Bob 
Suter, members of the Crosslands Nature Con-
servancy. 

Jennifer Allcock 
 

 

Do you like trees, the aesthetics of the 
Crosslands’ landscaped areas, educating your-
self or others about trees and other woody 
plants? If so, the Crosslands Arboretum Team 
needs you.  

The Committee has ambitious plans to 
expand the educational aspects of the Arbore-
tum. Some of the areas where we are looking for 
help are:  

• Providing ideas for lectures: What would 
you like to hear about?  

• Conducting tours for residents and out-
side groups.  

• Developing and conducting tree-related 
programs for children.  

• Planning indoor programs for Audland 
and Firbank.  

• Preparing an “armchair walk” for the Li-
brary.  

• Helping to find sources of desired trees.  
If you are interested in any of these areas 

or have suggestions for other tree-related activi-
ties, please contact Jennifer Allcock or Bonnie 
Marcus. Or, come to a meeting on the second 
Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in the Con-
ference Room.  

Bonnie Marcus 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 

CROSSLANDS ARBORETUM 
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 

 

 
Fiction 
Asimov, Isaac – I, Robot 
Hyde, Catherine Ryan – Take Me with You 
Ingalls, Rachel – Mrs. Caliban 
Paton, Alan – Cry, the Beloved Country 
Steel, Danielle – Blue 
Xue, Yiwei – Dr. Bethune’s Children 
 
Mystery  
Longworth, M.L. – Murder in the Rue Dumas 
Lovesey, Peter – Beau Death 
Mackenzie, A.J. – The Body on the Doorstep 
McDermid, Val – Insidious Intent 
 
Large Print Mystery 
Crais, Robert – The Wanted 
Page, Katherine Hall – The Body in the Casket 
 
Biography 
Kix, Paul – The Saboteur: the Aristocrat Who Became 
France’s Most Daring Anti-Nazi Commando 
Matthews, Chris – Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit 
 
Nonfiction 
Beard, Mary – Women & Power: A Manifesto 
Gates, Henry and Maria Tatar – The Annotated African 
American Folktales 
Holliday, Joan and Bob George – The Story of Kennett:  
Shaping Our Future One Child at a Time 
Homer – The Odyssey, translated by Emily Wilson 
Kagge, Erling – Silence in the Age of Noise 
Pierce, Leslie – Empress of the East: How A European Slave Girl Became Queen of the Ottoman 
Empire 
Wills, Gary – What the Qur’an Meant and Why It Matters 
Wood, Gordon S. – Friends Divided: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
 
The Display Table: Forgery: in art and elsewhere. 
 

 
 

VIDEOS 
 
Logan Lucky (2017) – This is a charm-
ing heist film directed by Steven Soder-
bergh with Channing Tatum and Adam 
Driver as two brothers who decide to rob 
a speedway during a NASCAR race.  
 
Million Dollar Baby (2004) – Clint East-
wood directs and acts in this moving dra-
ma about a female boxer played by Hilla-
ry Swank. Morgan Freeman also stars. 
 
DONATIONS: 
 
Cameraperson (2016) - Film footage 
collected over the twenty-five-year ca-
reer of documentary cinematographer 
Kirsten Johnson. It’s a thoughtful exami-
nation of the role of the documentary 
maker. 
 
Before The Flood (2016) - A documen-
tary with Leonardo DiCaprio showing the 
effects of climate change world-wide and 
suggesting potential remedies. 
 
Bleak House (2005) – A Dickens classic 
produced by the BBC. 
 



 CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE  FEBRUARY 2018 14  

 

Deadline for March 2018 CHRONICLE articles is February 10. All articles are subject to editing 
and anonymous articles are not accepted.. Please attach them to an e-mail to:   
 XLChronicle2@gmail.com or put paper copy in the Chronicle’s open box. 

Thurs., Feb. 1. NAME TAG DAY 
Sat., Feb. 3. Movie. Bridge of Spies. Wm. Penn 
Room, 7:15 p.m. 
Sun., Feb. 4. TV Events. Superbowl. Wm. Penn 
Room, 6:30 p.m. 
Mon., Feb. 5. Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Room, 10:00 
a.m. 
Tues., Feb. 6. Forum Committee. Across the 
Incredible Canvases of Philadelphia: Mural Arts. 
 Wm. Penn Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 8. Health Education Committee. 

Road to Resilience. Speaker: Shari Baron. Wm. 
Penn Room, 11:00 a.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 8. Movie.  Step: Empowering Balti-
more Girls though Dance. Wm. Penn Room, 7:15 
p.m. 
Fri., Feb. 9. Opera Lecture. L’elisir D’Amore. 
Wm. Penn Lounge, 4:00 p.m.  
Fri., Feb. 9. Camera Club. The 2017 Scavenger 
Hunt. Speaker: Elizabeth Rhoads. Wm. Penn 
Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 10. Light ’n Lively. Sweet Potato 
Fries. Wm. Penn Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., Feb. 12. Low Vision Support Group. 
Health Center Meeting Room, 10:00 a.m. 
Mon., Feb. 12. Book Review. A Gentleman in 
Moscow and Radio Free Vermont. Reviewer: Pe-
ter Lane. Wm. Penn Room, 11:00 a.m. 
Tues., Feb. 13. Caregivers Support Group. 
Meditation Room, 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Feb. 13. Music Committee. Ovidiu 
Marinescu, cello. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 14. Dining Services. A Street Fair 
Named Desire Sweet Tart Carnival. Crosslands 
Center, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 15. NAME TAG DAY. 

Thurs., Feb. 15. Better Hearing Committee. 
Health Center Meeting Room, 4:00 p.m. 
Fri., Feb. 16. Sing Along with Sarah Lee. Old 
Friends, New Friends. Wm. Penn Lounge., 7:30 
p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 17. Movie. Foul Play. Wm. Penn 
Room, 7:15 p.m. 
Tues., Feb. 20. CRA Concerns Session - Op-
portunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Music Room, 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. 
Tues., Feb. 20. Forum Committee. Fixing Our 
Streams. Speaker: Robert G. Struble, Jr. Wm. 
Penn Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 21. Community Dialogue. Speaker: 
Phil DeBaun. Wm. Penn Room, 11:00 a.m. 
Wed., Feb. 21. Interfaith Dialogue Committee. 
A traditional Hindu Wedding. Speaker: Kanta 
Bhatia.  Wm. Penn Room, 4:00 p.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 22. KCC Diversity Committee. 
13th, A Documentary Film. Wm. Penn Room, 
7:15 p.m. 
Fri., Feb.23. Wellness Center. H2O and You. 
Speaker: Casey Glowiak. Wm. Penn Room, 1:30 
p.m 
Fri., Feb. 23. Opera Lecture. La Boheme. Wm. 
Penn Lounge, 4:00 p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 24. KCC-WCU Cultural Events. 
Goitse: Irish Music. Asplundh Concert Hall, 7:30 
p.m. 
Mon., Feb. 26. Great Decisions. Russia’s For-
eign Policy.  Moderator: Peggy Jones. Geo. Fox 
Room, 9:45 a.m. 
Tues., Feb. 27. Music Committee. The Music 
School of Delaware: Rising Stars. Wm. Penn 
Room, 7:30 p.m. 
 


