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C R O S S L A N D S  C H R O N I C L E  

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 8                    V o l u m e  4 5 ,  N u m b e r  1   

 The coming of the New Year brings a time of looking ahead, but also of reflection on the 
past.  When I was a child, my favorite book was a collection of poems called Silver Pennies and a 
favorite poem in this book was:  
  The Moon’s the North Wind’s Cooky 
   (What the Little Girl Said) 
  The Moon’s the North Wind’s cooky. 
  He bites it day by day, 
  Until there’s but a rim of scraps 
  That crumble all away.  
 
  The South Wind is a baker. 
  He kneads clouds in his den, 
  And bakes a crisp new moon that . . . greedy 
  North  . . .  Wind . . . eats . . .  again! 
        Vachel Lindsay 

 
According to the Myths Encyclopedia, “the moon, the largest and brightest object in the night 

sky, has long inspired curiosity and wonder. It appears at night, the time of sleep and dreaming that 
sometimes seems to approach the borders of death and the afterlife. Radiating an air of mystery 
and magic, the moon is also associated with love and often serves as a symbol of unattainable 
beauty.  

Unlike the sun, the moon does not present the same face every day. It waxes, or grows larg-
er, until it becomes a glowing silver-white disk. Then night by night it wanes, or shrinks, to a curved 
sliver until it vanishes altogether. A few days later a slender new moon appears and begins to grow 
again in an endless cycle that repeats each month. In ancient times, people used these phases of 
the moon to measure time. 
 December 2017 and January 2018 deliver somewhat rare events in regard to the moon. The 
full moon that occurred on December 3, 2017 was the first in a series of three supermoons. The 

two full moons in January 2018 – on January 2 and 31 
– also count as supermoons. The name supermoon 
was coined by astrologer Richard Nolle in 1979, and is 
defined as: . . . a new or full moon which occurs with 
the moon at or near (within 90% of) its closest ap-
proach to Earth in a given orbit (perigee). In short, 
Earth, Moon and Sun are all in a line, with the moon in 
its nearest approach to earth.  Because these super-
moons are nearest to the earth, they may seem larger 
and brighter.  Of this series of three supermoons, the 
January 2 one will be the closest and the largest.  
Some people will call the full moon on January 31 a 
Blue Moon because it is the second of two full moons 

in one calendar month.  A Blue Moon occurs only once every 2 or 3 years. 
 I hope that you will enjoy these rare moon events of 2018 and perhaps you can also figure 
out who eats the scraps of moon left by the North Wind! 

Elizabeth Rhoads 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Affordable senior housing has been at the 
top of my concerns list for over twenty years. As 
the grant writer, contractor overseer and member 
of a Management Board for affordable senior 
housing, I have had the benefit of seeing first-
hand the need for such housing in Southern 
Chester County. 

What began in 1993 as an effort on the 
part of a local church has evolved into 256 apart-
ments, subsidized by the U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and known as 
Luther House at Jennersville. The first of its four 
buildings was completed in 2001, made possible 
by grants from HUD and local foundations. Cur-
rently operating at 100% occupancy with a wait-
ing list of at least two years, the combined four-
building facility is committed to serve the needi-
est segment of our area’s population. Typical 
residents at these facilities are nearing eighty 
years of age, with annual incomes of less than 
$29,150, essentially those living mostly on their 
Social Security benefits. Eligibility starts at age 
62. We are particularly pleased when older resi-
dents of Southern Chester County ask us for in-
formation, and to know that at least three former 
employees of our Kendal-Crosslands communi-
ties are residents of Luther House. 

While the program under which Luther 
House was built no longer exists within the Fed-
eral government, the opportunity to build similar 
housing using tax credits remains, as evidenced 
by a new, sixty-one unit apartment building in 
Oxford, known as Westminster Place, a part of 
Ware Presbyterian Village. Affordable senior 
housing is available in West Chester, Oxford, 
Parkesburg, Downingtown and Coatesville, and 
our own board continues to look for opportunities 
to bring affordable senior housing to the Kennett 
Square area. There are several non-profit devel-
opers who are knowledgeable in the current 
methods of financing and operating such facili-
ties. Although it has been ten years since we 
completed our last building, we are ready to offer 
any managerial expertise we have gathered over 
the past twenty years. But as more and more 
suitable land is used for other purposes, it seems 
that a solution to this critical need will not be 
available in the Kennett Square area unless the 
right property, with the necessary supporting 
amenities, becomes available. Perhaps some 

land-holder in Kennett or Pocopson Township 
will surface and a new beginning in affordable 
senior housing will take place in our lifetime.  

I still believe that, if our little church could 
take such a leap, there has to be a way to build 
new affordable senior housing in the area. 

Lou Wonderly 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT... 
 

• the winter issue of Kennett Square Life fea-
tures the restoration of the historic Chalfant 
House on Union Street and a picture of the 
restorers, Louise Bair and family?  

• Paul Stevens received an email from the 
editor of the Coastal Journey, of Bath, 
Maine, stating that one of his photographs 
will be featured in their 2018 Your Eyes cal-
endar? 

• when you have tried several of the latest 
novels up front, in the library, you can walk 
back to the biography section and read 
about someone’s true story? 

• two very nice young ladies went into the din-
ing room recently to give away bookmarks 
they had made while visiting Marge Chris-
tianson? 

• nine residents of Barclay Friends in West 
Chester, ousted by the consuming fire, 
came to Audland and Firbank? (see page 8) 

Connie Fleming 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Mendelssohn Piano Trio 
Ya-Ting Chang, piano 

Peter Sirotin, violin 
Fiona Thompson, cello 

Tues., Jan. 9—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 

 Founded in 1997, the Mendelssohn 
Trio has performed over 500 concerts in the Unit-
ed States, Europe and Asia. Their extensive rep-
ertoire of over 100 works embraces music from 
all periods of the genre’s history. In addition to 
performing as a trio, the group’s members are 
soloists in their own right and have appeared with 
various orchestras and chamber music groups. 
  Ya-Ting Chang, originally from Taiwan, 
came to the United States in 1988 and graduated 
from the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity with a degree in piano performance.  Fio-
na Thomson, principal cellist with the Harrisburg 
Symphony Orchestra, began her studies in Man-
chester, England and continued at the Thornton 
School of Music of the University of Southern 
California.  Peter Sirotin made his debut at the 
age of fourteen performing with the Kharkov Phil-
harmonic in his native Ukraine.  He studied at 
Moscow’s Central Music School and at the Pea-
body Institute in Baltimore. 
  

UDEL Faculty Jazz 
Todd Groves, saxophones  

Craig Thomas, bass 
Harvey Price, vibraphone and percussion 

Tom Palmer, drums and piano 
Tues., Jan. 23—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
 Todd Groves performs on saxophones, 
flutes, clarinets and recorders for Broadway 
shows, commercial artists and various jazz pro-
jects.  He is also an active composer/arranger 
and holds clinics throughout the area at universi-
ties and high schools.  He is an adjunct professor 
of saxophone at the University of Delaware. 
 Craig Thomas is an adjunct professor at 
the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, teach-
ing acoustic and electric bass.  He is a graduate 
of the Philadelphia Music Academy (now the Uni-
versity of the Arts) and received his Master of 
Music degree from Rowan University.   
  
 
 Harvey Price has been teaching at the 

University of Delaware for more than 
30 years.  He is an associate professor 
of music and head of the percussion 
area, an active educator and perform-
er, and these activities have taken him 
to Sweden, Germany, Greece, Israel 
and Trinidad.  He performs regularly 

with the Philadelphia Orchestra, OperaDelaware, 
The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia and the 
Dupont Theater Orchestra. 
 Tom Palmer is director of Jazz Ensembles 
I and II at the University of Delaware and also 
teaches drums and piano.  He has performed 
with many jazz artists and has appeared at the 
Kennedy Center, Zanzibar Blue in Philadelphia 
and Wilmington and at various jazz festivals. He 
is a busy composer, arranger and performer with 
many of the area’s jazz groups. 

Esther Cooperman 
 
 

 LIGHT ‘n LIVELY 

SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE 

Songs of the War of Independence 
Sat., Jan. 13—Wm. Penn Rm. 

7:30 p.m. 
Singer and storyteller Matthew Dodd will 

entertain us with stories and songs about the 
Revolutionary War, a.k.a. the War of Independ-
ence. Matthew Dodd is new to our stage so 
come hear his take, done in song and story 
form, on the war that founded the United States. 

Pat Koedding 

2018 
Fri., Jan. 19—Wm. Penn Lounge—7:30 p.m. 

 
As we begin the new year of 2018, we 

recall all the music of the Christmas season; the 
songs we heard and sang that moved us to the 
heights and depths of emotion. Music can lift us 
out of depression and bring joy when nothing 
else can. It can get us dancing to its beat and 
bring back memories of childhood. We are a 
musical species—music is a healer! 

Come along and sing with us—or tap, or 
hum or whatever. 

Sarah Lee Houston 
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Deadline for the February 2018 CHRONICLE 
articles is January 10. Articles cannot be 
anonymous and are subject to editing. Please 
send them by e-mail to: 
 XLChronicle2@gmail.com or put them in the 
Chronicle’s open box. 

Hemingway's Havana 
Speaker: Mary Warner DeNadai, FAIA 

Preservation Architect, Principal of John 
Milner Architects lnc. 

Tues., Jan. 17— Wm. Penn Room—7:30 PM 
 

Come get a rare glimpse into Heming-
way's home and how he would have experi-
enced life in Havana at that time. Ernest Hem-
ingway, one of America's best known authors, 
lived in Cuba from the 1930's to 1960—longer 
than he lived anywhere else. lt was where he 
put down deep roots; where he wrote many of 
his masterpieces including For Whom the Bell 
Tolls and The Old Man and the Sea. lt was also 
where he received news that he had been 
awarded the 1954 Nobel Prize for Literature. 

Since 2005, Mary Werner DeNadai, 
FAIA, a principal of the firm of John Milner Ar-
chitects, has been involved with the restoration 
of Finca Vigia, Hemingway's home just 12 miles 
outside of Havana along with the preservation of 
its contents: original furnishings, 9,000 books, 
artwork and several thousand irreplaceable doc-
uments. Having made more than a dozen trips 
to Cuba for this project, Mary will give you an 
inside, personal view of Finca Vigia and Hem-
ingway's Havana. 

Melanie Chadwick 
  
  

CRA CONCERNS SESSION 
 

Tuesday, January 16 
Music Room 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  
 

 
ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Thurs., Jan. 4—Wm. Penn Lounge 
1:00 p.m. 

 The Memorial Services Committee in-
vites you to attend the Annual Memorial Ser-
vice.  Please join Crosslands and Cartmel resi-
dents and staff as we remember and honor 
those cherished members of our two communi-
ties who passed away in 2017.  
 

Chuck and Char Gosselink 
 

FORUM COMMITTEE 

BOOK REVIEW 

PROSE NIGHT 

 
Fri., Jan. 26—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

 
It’s time to sign up for Prose Night, an 

enjoyable evening when residents share a fa-
vorite piece of prose. It can be something you 
have written, or wish you had written, or some-
thing that you consider noteworthy, interesting, 
or amusing that has been published. Five to 
seven minutes are allotted for each reader. A 
sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board 
outside the Cafe. Come to read, or just to sit 
back and listen. Call us if you have a question. 

Jack Yeatman and Julie Knobil 

Armory to Arts Center: 
The Story of an Amazing Transformation 
Tues., Jan. 2—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Roy Smith 
                
 Roy Smith, 
preservation activ-
ist, will share the 
story of how the 
dream of a small 
dedicated group of 

people came to life in the Uptown! Knauer Per-
forming Arts Center. 

Melanie Chadwick 
 

Ancestral Lands of the Ese’ Eja: The True 
People 

Tues., Jan. 16—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Jon Cox, National Geographic 

Explorer 
 

Jon Cox, an assistant professor in the Art 
Department of the University of Delaware, and 
board member of the Amazon Center for Envi-
ronmental Education and Research, is an ac-
complished photographer who has taken pic-
tures on all seven continents. He engages his 
students with real world problems by working 
with partners in the community under study. 
Professor Cox has done this primarily through 
the more than 20 study-abroad programs he 
has directed, including trips to Antarctica, 
South East Asia, Tanzania, Australia, Tasma-
nia, and South America.  

Professor Cox will talk about his latest 
study-abroad program which is in Peru, a cul-
tural mapping project that resulted in the book, 
The Ancestral Lands of the Ese’eja: The True 
People. The book, the sale of which will benefit 
the Amazon Center for Environmental Educa-
tion and Research, will be available after his 
talk. 

  
Diana Stevens 

Vermeer’s Hat: The Seventeenth Century 
and the Dawn of the Global World 

by Timothy Brook 
Reviewer: Jean Talbott 

Mon., Jan. 15—Wm. Penn Rm.—11:00 a.m. 
  

Vermeer’s canvases, Brook points out, 
don’t merely depict scenes of Dutch life, but re-
flect an era of rapid economic change. Compari-
sons can be made to today’s times.  

Peter Lane 
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NEED A RIDE HOME AT NIGHT AFTER A 
CONCERT, FORUM OR OTHER EVENING 

EVENT? 
 

Push the BUTTON to the right of the main 
door and a bus will be dispatched to the 
Center. 

 

Wadjda: A Saudi Girl’s Triumph 
Sat., Jan. 6—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
Reviewers have noted that this film is a 

wonderfully moving tale of an endearing 10- 
year-old girl who makes her voice heard in a pa-
triarchal society that seeks to silence her. See 
her uncover both contradictions and opportuni-
ties in her world. This foreign language film is 
also a triumph for its female director, the first in 
Saudi Arabia.  

Have your heart warmed by  a unique 
cultural experience. Run time 97 minutes. 

Sharon Sundial 
 

Dawson City: Frozen Time 
Thurs., Jan. 11—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
The bizarre true story of 533 silent film 

reels, buried almost 50 years in a sub-arctic 
swimming pool, deep in the Yukon permafrost. 
Filmmaker Bill Morrison deftly combines ex-
cerpts from this find, including rarely seen Holly-
wood features, with historical footage, photo-
graphs, and interviews, to explore the compli-
cated history of Dawson City, the Canadian 
Gold Rush town at the end of a film distribution 
line. Run time 120 Minutes.   

David Peacefull 
 

Le Chevre (The Goat) 
Sat., Jan. 20—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:15 p.m. 

 
A wealthy French industrialist’s accident-

prone daughter goes missing while on vacation 
in Mexico. When all attempts to find her fail, the 
desperate industrialist sends out an equally ac-
cident-prone member of his accounting depart-
ment to continue the search. Will the account-
ant’s bumbling replicate the daughter’s? Part 
quest movie, part visual-gag comedy, altogether 
charming. With Pierre Richard as the account-
ant and Gerard Depardieu as the hard-boiled 
detective sent along to follow the goat. In 
French with English subtitles. 91 minutes.  

Jan Broude 
  

GREAT DECISIONS 

INTERFAITH COMMITTEE 

MOVIE COMMITTEE 

Community, Simply Community 
Wed., Jan. 17—Wm. Penn Rm. 

4:00—5:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Thomas Swain 

 
Thomas Swain, who will lead this pro-

gram, says: “A common word among us here at 
Crosslands is ‘community.’ We are all familiar 
with the term yet we may lack a shared defini-
tion of such an important word. This Interfaith 
Dialogue is meant to give some common shape 
and meaning to the significant concept that 
some consider central to our lives as we try to 
live cooperatively together.” 

A panel presentation will start our pro-
gram. We hope the open discussion following it 
will  build toward a useful definition. 

What is your concept of Community?” 
Sharon Sundial 

The Waning of Pax Americana 
Moderator:  Chuck Gosselink 

Mon., Jan. 22—George Fox Room—9:45 a.m. 
During the first months of Donald Trump’s 

presidency, the U.S. began a historic shift away 
from Pax Americana, the liberal international or-
der that was established in the wake of World 
War II. Since 1945, Pax Americana has prom-
ised peaceful international relations and an open 
economy, buttressed by U.S. military power. In 
championing “America First” isolationism and 
protectionism, President Trump has shifted the 
political mood toward selective U.S. engage-
ment, where foreign commitments are limited to 
areas of vital U.S. interest, and economic na-
tionalism is the order of the day. Geopolitical al-
lies and challengers alike are paying close at-
tention, as should we all.   

Chuck Gosselink  
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IN THE GALLERY 
Nicholas LaPara Exhibit 

Dec. 29—Feb. 28 
 

Nicholas LaPara has had a varied ca-
reer as college professor, engineer, and social 
service worker before coming to Crosslands. 
He also nurtured a heartfelt desire to create art. 
As a youngster, this was first stimulated by 
drawing along with Jon Gnagy's TV show "You 
Are an Artist." Art courses in drawing and com-
position at Moravian College and the Delaware 
Art Museum, plus the exploration of many me-
dia over time, have led Nicholas to describe 
himself as a tonal painter hungry for colors. His 
sensibility is for contrast, mystery and quiet-
ness. Nicholas's many accomplishments in-
clude appearing in juried shows of the Ameri-
can Artists Professional League and the Na-
tional Drawing Association. 

Nancy Geary Pereira 

Transfers 
George Martin  Audland 531 
Margaret Holmquist Firbank 804 

In Memoriam 
Edwin Jordan November 25, 2017 
David Ryerson December 20, 2017 
Elva Shultis  December 8, 2017 
 
 Crosslands extends its deepest sympathy to 
family and friends on the loss of their loved ones. 

RESIDENT STATISTICS 

RESIDENT HISTORIES 
 

Did you know that our library contains 
notebooks that list and tell about all our resi-
dents since 1977? Two are found on the penul-
timate shelf in the back left of the library: 
1. In memoriam, 1977  lists all residents from 

1977 in alphabetic order and time of death 
2. Book of Remembrance, 2017 contains biog-

raphies and pictures of residents who died in 
2017. 

There are eight “Books of Remem-
brance” for all residents who died prior to 2017. 
These are stored in the Archives Room. 

Carol Bossert 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
  
 While the Chronicle is not designed to 
run literary works, the recent performance of 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors” created such a 

stir in our community that the 
staff of the Chronicle decided 
to publish the following poem 
as a memoir of that perfor-
mance. It was written by a cast 
member and read for the cast 
and crew of the Crosslands 
Players and Chorus at dinner 

following the last performance. 
 

AMAHL 
 
So here’s to Amahl, an opera weighty 
Whose cast, we suspect, is all over eighty. 
 
The cast has three kings – but at one point, just 
two – 
So we filled out the cast with a super named 
Lou. 
 
We needed a Mother. It was tough to find any 
Then someone said, “How about Renny?” 
 
For the role of Amahl, we needed a boy 
And then we asked Ann – a brilliant ploy. 
 
We went next door for a tenor named John 
Without him and his box, we couldn’t go on. 
 
We needed someone to act as the Page 
So Thomas was signed to carry the cage. 
 
And when he yelled “thief” we all came awake  
To find that Mother was on the take. 
 
Till Larry (the bass) decided “okay -  
You were nice to us; it’s your big payday.” 
 
You all know the rest. A wonderful tale: 
The miracle was, we managed to prevail. 
 
So here’s to Jerry and Jane, Barbara, Dick,      

Brigitte, Corwin, and our wonderful chorus, 
I hear that the Met is now looking for us.  

 
Larry Wood 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

 
Feissner, Herman and Diane             Apt. 406 
October 2017 
 

Herman and Diane migrated 
to Crosslands from Cartmel 
where they had been living for 
nearly 20 years. Diane was 
born in Allentown and grew up 
with her grandparents in Free-
land. After high school she 
went to work, first in a jewelry 
store, and then in better and 
better jobs, including at Dorr-
Oliver Inc. (heavy equipment) 
where she met Herman, and 

then at Continental Can. They were married in 
1970 and have two sons, one who is a licensed 
civil engineer and professional competitive rock 
climber living in Colorado, and the other 
(graduate of Bates College and Temple Universi-
ty Law School) is a city attor-
ney in Philadelphia. 

Diane and Herman 
lived in Amherst and Hollis, 
NH and Murrysville, PA be-
fore coming to the Kennett 
area. Diane worked as an ad-
ministrator in the Congrega-
tional Church in Hollis, and in 
the architectural firm of Ber-
nardon Haber Holloway (then 
in Kennett), the firm that designed the new cot-
tages built at Kendal and, later, the new pool and 
Health Center improvements at Crosslands. 

Herman was born in Hazelton, and grew 
up in Freeland, but did not know Diane there! 
After graduating from Westtown, he attended 
Wilkes College (now Wilkes University), and, af-
ter a three-year stint in the Army helping with the 
Nike-Ajax fire control system, graduated with a 
degree in industrial management. After 8 years 
at Dorr-Oliver, during which time he earned an 
MBA at Wilkes, the family moved to New Hamp-
shire where he worked for Ingersoll-Rand, at 
Kellogg American, and at Armtech in industrial 
and aircraft instruments.  

While in NH, and then in West Chester, 
Herman volunteered in the hospice field, doing 
home respite visits for caregivers, a job he found  

 

 
extremely rewarding. Diane, an animal-lover cur-
rently without a pet, worked as a volunteer “foal-
sitter” at Penn Vet’s New Bolton Center. 

Both Herman and Diane enjoy reading 
and gardening. 
 
 
Lois Reid        Apt.155 
November 2017 

 
Lois grew up in Lakewood, 
OH (the Cleveland area) 
and, when her parents de-
parted immediately after her 
high school graduation for 
Florida, she went south as 
well and entered the Univer-
sity of Florida at Gainesville. 
There she majored in sociol-
ogy and psychology and re-
ceived an MS in Rehabilita-

tion Counseling. She then moved to Rockland 
County (NY). While there she developed an in-
terest in horticulture and received a Certificate in 
Landscape Design and another in Interior 
Plantscaping (yes! Plantscaping!) from the New 
York Botanical Garden. During this period she 
also received an MS in Public Administration 
from Long Island University. She married all 
these talents together and developed a horticul-
tural therapy program as a Rehabilitation Coun-
selor at the Rockland County Mental Health 
Center in Pomona, NY. She obtained a grant to 
construct a $40,000 greenhouse there and with 
the assistance of the Master Gardeners from the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Service, ran the 
program there until she retired. She then moved 
to Chautauqua, NY where she had been partici-
pating in the summer programs since 1987. Win-
ters, however, were too cold and snowy, so she 
escaped to Ft. Myers, FL for the sun. She has 
been aiming to come to Crosslands for several 
years and she finally arrived in the middle of No-
vember, 2017.  Lois has two children and three 
grandchildren.  

Julie Knobil 
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BARCLAY FRIENDS 
 
Our neighbors at Barclay Friends—and 

because we are not an island, we too—were 
catapulted into a state of crisis at about 11 
o’clock on the night of November 16-17. A fire, 
from unknown causes, started on a back patio  
and soon spread into a five-alarm blaze.  

Kathy Emig, upon hearing the news, 
spread the word to her counterpart at Kendal 
and to everyone in our KCC  world in a position 
to mobilize help. The first order of business was 
the immediate emergency: a group of terrified, 
disoriented people abruptly awakened, wearing 
no more than their nightclothes, herded into 
holding areas, surrounded by strangers. Staff 
hurried to the scene, providing what comfort 
they could. Rosemary Carpenter, Crosslands 
Chief Social Worker, having worked at Barclay 
before she joined us, was a familiar face they 
were glad to see.  

An army of helpers was quickly mobi-
lized: on and off duty staff, retired staff and as-
sorted volunteers, everyone was willing, and 
willingly pitched in, as Phil De Baun later ob-
served. Drivers brought buses, and night staff 
opened rooms and set up cots for the 19 people 
who by 4:00 a.m. started arriving at Kendal-
Crosslands (10 to Kendal, 9 to Crosslands). 
James Craig, of IT, accessed patient files to 
learn what meds were needed and our pharma-
cist issued them to staff. Kathy helped with staff 
and family members who had retrieved personal 
items like dentures and hearing aids. Volunteers 
started a clothing drive in the early morning and 
by mid-morning all requests had been filled! Our 
two doctors did admission physicals to admit the 
newcomers, some of whom will stay here; an 
unknown number will be able to return to the 
Barclay Skilled Nursing unit (not so badly dam-
aged as the rest), and others will be relocated to 
West Chester facilities. 

It took 12 hours to settle the number of 
patients that normally would have taken three 
weeks had there not been such a huge mobili-
zation. And after one week, as Phil observed, 
they were operating on a normal schedule. Phil, 
like other administrators of senior facilities in the 
area, is eager to learn from the official investiga-
tion the cause of the fire. Only with this infor-
mation can he (and they) effectively prevent 
such events in the future. He has been very 

pleased to see so much effective response from 
people in our community who simply did the 
right thing without needing urging and detailed 
instruction. I, too, am pleased and grateful to be 
living in a community of energetic people who 
express their caring by prompt, effective action. 

Sue Finkelstein 

 

 
 

Senegal/America Music Trips 
Fri., Jan. 12—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Debby Kern 
The Camera Club is continuing its unin-

tentional trio of African trips, this time with a dif-
ferent slant!  Debby Kern traveled twice to Sen-
egal on education service trips with musician 
Tony Vacca and his band. 

In her own words:   “Tony has a very 
special connection with Massamba Diop, a 
Senegalese musician and tama or talking drum 
player for Baaba Maal.  Because of that special 
connection, we were able to stay and live with 
the people there, experience their daily lives 
and enjoy lots of music and dance.  The trips 
were part of the Senegal/America Project 
founded to establish communication between 
two distant societies through the arts and mu-
sic.  Hundreds of schools participated as their 
teachers and classes kept in touch with us 
through the websites.  We were able to bring 
several of the musicians that we met in Senegal 
back to the States.  The project continues to 
this day, donating thousands of anti-malaria 
nets, helping to establish schools for special 
needs children, and many other projects as de-
fined by the teachers/artists/musicians who 
travel with Tony each year.” 

Debby’s program will be more interactive 
than our usual programs and I think you will find 
it most interesting and inspiring.  

Lowell McMullin  

CAMERA CLUB 

REMINDER 
Martin Luther King Breakfast 

Mon., Jan. 15—Red Clay Room—8:00 a.m. 
 Bus service will be provided for Cross-
lands and Kendal residents. A sign-up sheet 
will be posted on January 2. For tickets or 
questions call me. 

David Heckman 
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The Scarlet Letters 
by  Louis Auchincloss 
Houghton Mifflin, 2003 

 
Louis Auchincloss, one of his generation’s 

leading Wall Street legal minds, had interests 
well beyond the law. A novelist of manners, he 
portrayed the glittering East Side upper crust, 
focusing on the corrosive effects of greed for 
money and power that dominated that milieu of 
multiple realms: academia, finance, and politics.  
In only one of his novels did he focus especially 
on sexuality as the venue for moral decline: The 
Scarlet Letters, the work under review.  In that 
work, the moral decline, while profound, was 
largely reversible. 
 The novel opens with a scandal: Rod 
Jessup, the straight-laced, puritanical son-in-law 
of Ambrose Vollard, moral leader and head of 
his city’s leading law firm, is having a tawdry af-
fair to counter that of his wife, Lavinia, in whose 
journal he reads of her steamy relations with 
Harry, his childhood friend, his louche, immoral 
opposite.  These two represent the opposing 
forces pulling the tale.  Harry has enticed Lavinia 
into guilt-ridden sexual enactments; Rod, to pro-
tect Ambrose, her father, leaves the firm, divorc-
es and remarries outside it.  But not forever; ulti-
mately he reunites with Vinnie and resumes his 
role as ethical underpinning of the firm. Hetty, 
Ambrose’s wife, one of the founding generation, 
learns of Harry’s serious ethicial transgressions 
managing the funds he is in charge of, and 
saves the firm from ruin by preventing their dis-
closure.  Auchincloss, reversing his usual plot 
line, returns from sexual deviation back to the 
narrow path, reliance on the uprightness of the 
founding generation. 

Sue Finkelstein    
    

Night Tree: New England Conservatory  
Students 

Wed., Jan. 10—Wm. Penn Lounge 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 The innovative Boston-based folk 

band Night Tree was named the New England 
Conservatory’s top Honor Ensemble last year, 
and since then it has been performing widely on 

the East Coast.  Its six young 
musicians, all students at NEC, 
came together from diverse 
musical backgrounds, creating 
a new sound which has one 
foot in Celtic music but incor-
porates a wide variety of influ-

ences, klezmer and jazz among them, using the 
unconventional combination of two fiddles, cello, 
accordion, saxophone and percussion. It has 
been called  “One of the most exciting roots-
based music groups to emerge from the New 
England Conservatory in many years” by Brian 
O’Donovan, WGBH, Boston.  As critic Bob Eddy 
comments, Night Tree “brings new idioms to the 
time-burnished language and form of Irish/Celtic 
world music, at once honoring the traditions and 
pushing their boundaries with infusions of fresh 
sounds.” The ensemble’s debut album, issued 
last fall, shot to the top of the folk charts; a sec-
ond is coming this spring.  The group continues 
to tour in the United States and will perform in 
Europe next summer, as these young conserva-
tory-trained musicians collaborate in developing 
a distinctive and often surprising musical experi-
ence.  

Renee Overholser 
 

MORE ABOUT  
Amahl and the Night Visitors 

  
The local connection that makes the story 

of the recent Crosslands production more inter-
esting, is that composer Samuel Barber grew up 
in West Chester, and he and Gian Carlo Menotti 
were “close,” as they would say in those days. 
This was early the ‘50’s. Menotti needed a boy 
soprano to sing Amahl, and Barber suggested a 
boy named Billy Benner, who was the soprano 
soloist for the Men and Boys’ Choir of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, in West Chester  
(I sang in the same choir about that time. Billy 
had a beautiful voice). He was going to be 
Amahl on national television, and all West Ches-
ter was agog. Unfortunately, Billy’s voice 
changed a couple of months before the night of 
the TV premier, so the producers had to get an-
other boy. It was a huge disappointment to the 
locals. However, everybody in West Chester 
watched the premier, and it became a favorite of 
a lot of local families for many years. 

Larry Wood 

READERS’ CHOICE 
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS…? 

Photo:  Bob Suter 
Photos by Jan Broude 

Did you know where this is? 
 
It’s part of the Café Menu board outside the 
Café. Allison Butler, Annamarie and Crawford 
Mackeand got it.  

Do you know where this is? 
Send your answer to:  
XLChronicle2@gmail.com  
or leave it in the Chronicle open box/ Please 
include your name and apartment number 
on your entry. 

AFTERNOON PARTY BRIDGE 
Tuesdays—Wm. Penn Lounge—1:00 p.m. 

 
Winter's here! It's time for more indoor ac-

tivities! How about bridge? There IS a DAYtime 
game—it's fun and mentally stimulating. How 
about meeting some of the new neighbors and 
making some new friends? If you play bridge, 
come join us! You just might like it!. We use 
"Chicago" scoring, and play two, three, or four 
rounds depending on the number of players. No 
partners are needed. See the bulletin board flyer 
for further information. Call me to sign up for the 
weekly games. Hope all your hands are winners, 

 
Denny Schreyer 

 
 

Kendal’s Wildflower Meadow  
Speaker:  Judy Czeiner 

Tues., Jan. 30—Wm. Penn Rm.—7:30 p.m. 
 

    Kendal resident Judy Czeiner will share her 
amazing photographs of the more than 80 differ-
ent wildflowers she found growing in Kendal’s 
meadows last summer.  

Chuck Gosselink 

NATURE CONSERVANCY 
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY 
Fiction 
Baldacci, David – End Game 
Banville, John – Mrs. Osmond 
Berg, Elizabeth – The Story of Truluv 
Cumming, Charles – A Divided Spy 
Evanovich, Janet – Hardcore Twenty-Four 
Evans, Richard Paul – The Noel Diary 
Ignatius, David – The Quantum Spy 
McCall Smith, Alexander – The House of Unex-
pected Sisters 
Ng, Celeste – Little Fires Everywhere 
Roberts, Nora – The Liar 
Saunders, George – Lincoln in the Bardo 
Steel, Danielle – Against All Odds 
 
Audio Fiction 
Grisham, John – The Rooster Bar 
 
Mystery  
Child, Lee – The Midnight Line 
Indridason, Arnaldur – The Shadow District 
Lawton, John – Friends and Traitors 
Lyle, H.B. – The Irregular 
Perry, Anne – A Christmas Return 
 
Audio Mystery 
Child, Lee – The Midnight Line 
Connelly, Michael – Two Kinds of Truth  
 
Biography 
Chernow, Ron – Grant 
Feldman, Noah – The Three Lives of James Madison: Genius, Partisan, President 
Lythcott-Haims, Julie – Real American: a Memoir 
Rediker, Marcus – The Fearless Benjamin Lay: The Quaker Dwarf Who Became the first  
   Revolutionary Abolitionist 
Nonfiction 
Clinton, Hillary Rodham – What Happened 
Donck, Adriaen van der – A Description of New Netherland 
Hemingway, Ernest – Green Hills of Africa 
Kelly, Scott – Endurance: A Year in Space, a Lifetime of Discovery 
McCullough, David – The American Spirit: Who We are  and What We Stand For 
Stoll, Steven – Ramp Hollow: The Ordeal of Appalachia 
Toll, Ian W. – Six Frigates: The Epic History of the Founding of the U.S. Navy 
 
Audio Nonfiction 
McCullough, David – The American Spirit: Who We Are and What We Stand For 
 
The Display Table: Look for some special Christmas books. 
 
 
 

VIDEOS 
Wind River (2017) - drama set in the west 
about a murder on an Indian Reservation. 
Maltese Falcon (1931) – predecessor of the 
famous film, this time with Ricardo Cortez as 
Sam Spade and Bebe Daniels as Ruth Won-
derly. 
Step (2017) - documentary about a Baltimore 
high school dance team. 
All Through the Night (1942) – the spy thriller 
with Humphrey Bogart. 
Quicksand (2003) - a thriller with Michael Kea-
ton and Michael Caine. 
Nothing But The Truth (2008) - a thriller 
about the CIA inspired by true events. 
Kedi (2017) - a documentary about the cats of 
Istanbul. 
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Mon., Jan. 1. NEW YEAR'S DAY 
Mon., Jan. 1. NAME TAG DAY 
Tues., Jan 2. Crosslands Residents Associa-
tion Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Mon., Jan. 2. Forum Committee. Armory to 
Arts Center. Speaker: Roy Smith. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Jan. 4. Crosslands Memorial Services 
Committee. Annual Memorial Service. Wm. 
Penn Lounge., 1:00 p.m. 
Fri. Jan. 5. Community Five O’clock. Wm. 
Penn Rm., 5:00 p.m. 
Sat., Jan. 6. Movie. Wadjda: A Saudi Girl’s Tri-
umph. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Mon., Jan. 8. Low Vision Support Group. 
Health Center Meeting Rm., 10:00 a.m. 
Tues., Jan. 9. Music Committee. Mendelssohn 
Trio. Wm. Penn Rm.,7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Jan. 10. Night Tree: New England Con-
servatory Students. Wm. Penn Lounge, 4:00 
p.m. 
Thurs., Jan. 11. Caregivers Support Group. 
Meditation Room, 10:00 a.m. 
Thurs., Jan. 11. Movie. Dawson City: Frozen 
Time Wm. Penn Rm., 7:15 p.m. 
Fri., Jan. 12. Camera Club. Senegal/America 
Music Trips. Speaker: Debby Kern. Wm. Penn 
Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Jan. 13. Light 'n Lively. Songs of the War 
of Independence. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., Jan. 15. NAME TAG DAY. 

Mon., Jan. 15. MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
Mon., Jan. 15. Martin Luther King CommUNI-
TY Breakfast. Kennett Square, 8:00 a.m. 
Mon., Jan. 15. Book Review. Vermeer’s Hat. 
Reviewer: Jean Talbott. Wm. Penn Rm., 11:00 
a.m. 
Tues., Jan. 16. CRA Concerns Session. Op-
portunity for private discussion with two CRA 
Board members. Music Room, 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. 
Tues., Jan. 16. Forum Committee. Ancestral 
Lands of the Ese’ Eja. Speaker: John Cox.  
 Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Jan. 17. Interfaith Committee. Commu-
nity, Simply Community. Speaker: Thomas 
Swain. Wm. Penn Rm., 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
Thurs., Jan. 18. Better Hearing Committee. 
Health Center Meeting Room, 4:00 p.m.  
Fri., Jan. 19. Sing Along with Sarah Lee. 2018 
Wm. Penn Lounge., 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., Jan 20. Movie. Le Chevre (The Goat). 
Wm. Penn Room, 7:15 p.m. 
Mon., Jan. 22. Great Decisions. The Waning of 
Pax Americana. Moderator:  Chuck Gosselink. 
George Fox Room, 9:45 a.m. 
Tues., Jan. 23. Music Committee. UDEL Facul-
ty Jazz Trio. Wm. Penn Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., Jan. 26. Prose Night. See Bulletin Board 
sign-up sheet. Wm. Penn Room, 7:30 p.m. 
Tues., Jan.30. Nature Conservancy. Wildflow-
ers in the Meadow. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.  

To be listed in Coming Events an EVENTS SERVICES REQUEST FORM must be received by 
the tenth of the prior month. Forms are available from the receptionist. 


