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COMMUNITY CENTER RENOVATION UPDATE
We are pleased to report that the renovations to
the Community Center are proceeding on schedule.
Phase I and Phase II of the project are nearing completion and work on Phase III is now underway.
As we begin to prepare for the final phase of the
project, the following provides a timeline relating to the
closing of the lobby area and the temporary relocation of
the front desk.
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 16, 2015


The Reception Area in the Main Lobby will be temporarily relocated to the Music Room. Patty Chapin will continue to provide
services from that location including distribution of packages, answering all incoming calls to the community, maintaining the
scheduling book for transportation and rooms and providing assistance to residents and visitors. Upon completion of Phase IV, Patty will return to a desk in the lobby.

During this last phase of the renovation there will be no access
into the front portion of the lobby area. Residents and guests will
gain access to the center by entering through the exterior doors
that lead to the hallway adjacent to the William Penn Room. Access to all areas of the center will be through those doors, including the main dining room, both the internal and U.S. mailboxes,
the café, bank, administrative offices, the Webb-Savery Room, the
health center and the elevator to the beauty shop and activities areas on the lower floor. Please note that the Sunflower Shop will be
closed until the completion of the renovations.

Access to the William Penn Room will not be restricted during
Phase IV of the renovation.
We appreciate all of the patience and flexibility that you have
shown over these past several months and look forward to the completion of the center.
Meg Lemley
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CROSSLANDS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
CRA CONCERNS SESSION
Tuesday, March 17
Please see bulletin board for location.
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
COMMITTEE OPEN HOUSE
Tues. March 3 - Wm. Penn Room and Lounge
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
This is an invitation to all residents, especially new residents, to come discover and investigate the work products of our committees,
activities and service groups. Active members
will have displays and information about their
work and show off their accomplishments. Over
fifty groups will be represented.
Learn about Energy Conservation and
the work of the House and Welcoming Committees. Find out about the Nature Conservancy or
the Camera Club. Residents of Audland and Firbank are enriched by the activities of the Green
Ladies, Pet Visitors and Music Time service
groups.
Are you interested in maintaining and improving your health and fitness? The Wellness
and Aquatics Center offers scheduled and individual programs to fit all interests and even
more programs are offered in the sports room.
Do you enjoy gardening? Check out Horticulture or Vegetable Gardens. Find out about
Origami, the Showcase, Painting Class,
Needlers and Ceramics. Take a look at a hobby
that you didn't have time to pursue before retirement.
This is your chance to talk to residents
who are involved and get answers to your questions. Learn what they do and the ways that you
can help. Find the group that meets your interests and your available time. Every contribution
is valued and you will profit by getting to know
your neighbors and make new friends.
New ideas are needed. Share your talents. You are vital to keeping Crosslands' community life strong and vibrant. Your involvement
will reward you. And of course, there will be refreshments.
Maggie McCaskey
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DID YOU KNOW THAT...
— my face is red? In February this column listed siblings at Crosslands. BUT, we didn't list Bob and Eleanor Hochhauser! Sorry.
— there are also many daughters here?
Edie Cannon's mother Elizabeth Pusey was a
founder. Sally Christensen's mother Kathy
Quimby, Peggy Jones' mother Dorothy Brosius,
Ruth Anderson's mother Esther Pratt and Amy
Lewis' mother Pam Chapin also lived here.
— that some of your gardening wishes
will be easily solved? There will be a plant sale
at London Grove Meeting, Route 926 on Saturday, May 9 at 7:00 a.m.
— we were well represented at the MLK
breakfast? Fourteen residents from Crosslands
and four from Kendal went by bus and joined
others who had driven. The breakfast was wonderful and we were well fed.
— that the Crossland's pool is salt water
and that only salt is used to regulate the water
not chlorine?
Connie Fleming
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MUSIC COMMITTEE

The Pyxis Piano Quartet
Taggart-Grycky Duo
Meredith Amado, Violin - Amy Leonard, Viola
Christiaan Taggart, Guitar
Jie Jin, Cello - Hiroko Yamazaki, Piano
Eileen Grycky, Flute
Tues., March 10 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m. Tues., March 24 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.
The Pyxis Piano Quartet was
founded in 2009 to perform chamber music concerts which include works from the
sonata, duo, and trio repertoire as well as
traditional and contemporary masterpieces
for piano quartet. It is now celebrating its
sixth season as Ensemble-in-Residence at
the Delaware Art Museum. Its members are featured artists at the Delaware Chamber Music
Festival and have been heard along the East
Coast in concerts from Virginia to Pennsylvania.
Pyxis has performed educational concerts
for children at the Delaware Art Museum, the Wilmington Montessori School, St. Monica’s School,
and in southern Delaware under the auspices of
Coastal Concerts, Inc. As private instructors they
reach over 80 students on a weekly basis. Pyxis
performed at Crosslands in 2013 and 2014, and
we look forward to their return in March.

The Taggart-Grycky Duo is in residence at the University of Delaware where
both artists are faculty members in the Department of Music. Over the years the Duo’s
musicianship and style have won them increasing acclaim from audiences and critics
alike. They have performed in concert series
throughout the United States and abroad. The
Belgian press described the Duo’s performance
in Brussels as “breath-taking and virtuosic,” and
the Wilmington News-Journal said that “the Duo
should be heard again and again.” Their interest
in expanding the flute-guitar repertoire has led to
commissioning new works written especially for
this combination as well as seeking out old works
that may have been overlooked or forgotten.
Eileen Grycky is also a member of the orchestra of the Opera Company of Philadelphia,
the Delaware Symphony, the Brandywine Baroque Ensemble and the Del’Arte Wind Quintet.
Esther Cooperman

LIGHT 'n LIVELY

SING ALONG WITH SARAH LEE

The Valley Forge Chorus
Sat., March 14 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.

Two and Four Legged Friends
Fri., March 20 - Wm. Penn Lounge - 7:30 p.m.

The award-winning Valley Forge Chorus
has been entertaining audiences in the Delaware
Valley for 50 years with its high energy, a cappella harmonies and passionate performances.
Founded in 1965, the Valley Forge Chorus is the
most decorated competitive chorus in our four
state region. Master Director, Joseph Spiecker
brings a wealth of experience in music and the
performing arts to the Valley Forge Chorus. His
talents include composing and arranging music.
The Valley Forge Chorus will combine
shimmering costumes and energetic dance with
a repertoire including show tunes, inspirational,
gospel, pop, barbershop and jazz to provide
something for everyone.
Carol Bossert

This Sing Along falls on the first day of
Spring! We hope that it will be a great day to enjoy a lovely walk with your friends or pets, a buddy, pal or sweetheart. And yes, a leash on your
dog, cat or four legged "whatever" is appropriate.
Many of the songs are familiar, and we'll
tackle a few new ones. Come and celebrate
Spring with us.
Sarah Lee Houston
NEED TO KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON?
Would you like to hear the information presented
on either TV9 or TV8? Just call 484-770-5711.
Press “9” to hear a recording of the current day’s
information on TV9, or “8” to hear the general
schedule information that is on TV8.
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FORUM COMMITTEE
What Does the Supreme Court's "Hobby
Lobby" Decision Mean for Quakers?
Speaker: Peter Goldberger
Tues., March 3 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.
The idea of accommodations to government-imposed obligations for religious objectors
originated in America with Quaker objections to
the taking of oaths and to participation in the militia. The Supreme Court's controversial decision in
2014 in the "Hobby Lobby" case, interpreted the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act to restrict the
Affordable Care Act's requirement of contraceptive coverage. It seemed to endorse similar rights
of some of American's most conservative religious groups. Where do laws stand today on Free
Exercise of Religion? What do these developments mean for Quakers and other traditional
conscientious objectors?
Peter Goldberger is a member of the
Board of Directors of the ACLU of Pennsylvania,
and a former president of its Greater Philadelphia
Chapter. He is a former law professor at Villanova
University and Whittier College. He now has a private law practice in Ardmore. He serves as special counsel to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for
issues where Quaker principles come into conflict
with governmental regulations, including taxation.
Paul Kronick
VEGETABLE GARDENS COMMITTEE
Spring Planning Meeting
Wed., March 11 - George Fox Room
1:30 p.m.
Existing gardeners come to this
meeting to confirm your plots for the
coming growing season. If you are new to
Crosslands, consider a garden plot; there are
several plots available in which you can grow
flowers or vegetables. Guidelines for gardeners
will be distributed at this meeting; sign-up for salt
hay is on the agenda. This is the one meeting of
the year to ask questions, share experiences
and express your views.
Brigitte Alexander
Dick Blanchard, Co-chairs

The 3 P's in My Life:
Polio, Post-Polio Syndrome and Rotary's
PolioPlus
Speaker, John Nanni
Tues., March 17 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.
Many of us remember the scary days when
fear of polio would close movie theaters, public
swimming pools and parents wouldn’t let their
kids out to play. Some of us contracted polio and
know its pain first-hand; most of us know someone who contracted polio, but what do you know
about polio today?
Our speaker, John Nanni, has spoken
widely throughout the northeast about his personal experience with polio, post-polio syndrome,
and the extraordinary campaign to eradicate this
disease. As the Chair of the Rotary District 7630
PolioPlus Committee, he will share not only his
personal experiences, but also the history of the
polio eradication campaign, the accomplishments,
challenges, and an up-to-the-minute report on the
progress of this world-wide campaign, started and
championed by Rotary International. Join us for
this interesting, informative, and inspiring presentation.
Elizabeth Rhoads

BIOGRAPHIES
The Biographies Committee recently
placed the January 2015 version of “Who’s Here
at Crosslands” in all open boxes, and will soon
distribute an updated pictorial version on CD to
subscribers. Did you know that the information in
your biography can be amended or updated at
any time? To request changes or to inquire about
subscribing to the pictorial version, please leave
us a note in Box 179.
Bill Pepper, Hollis Scarborough
To be listed in Coming Events an EVENTS
SERVICES REQUEST FORM must be received by the fifth of the month. Forms are
available from the receptionist.
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CAMERA CLUB PRESENTATION

IN THE GALLERY

March Yearnings: Buds, Bulbs and Beautiful
Beginnings
Speaker: Conrad Trumbore
Fri., March 13 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.

Max and Fran Nimeck
March

March is the most deceptive month of the
year, with many broken early promises. Tired of
brown grass and trees and the lack of outdoor
color, we ask “Where and when is spring?” “Just
around the corner,” early March enticingly answers. We can't wait - so let’s sneak a peak. Colorful visual and aural treats await, including Mozart, Brahms, Dvořák, Saint-Saëns, and bundles
of Beethoven. Look forward to colorful birds and
flowers, including beautiful blooming bushes and
trees and, of course, some clouds. A relaxing
evening consisting of a seamless blend of colorful photos and classical music. Come, relax, and
enjoy!
Conrad Trumbore
GREAT DECISIONS
Sectarianism in the
Middle East
Moderator: Chuck
Gosselink
Mon. March 23 - George
Fox Room - 9:45 a.m.
Many of the current
conflicts in the Middle
East have been attributed
to sectarianism, a politicization of ethnic and religious identity. From the
crisis in Iraq and Syria to the tension between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, the struggle between
Sunni and Shi‘i groups for dominance is tearing
apart the region and shows no signs of abating.
But for all the religious discourse permeating the
conflict, many of its roots are political, not religious. How does sectarianism fit into a larger
narrative of the Middle East? How have governments and other groups manipulated sectarian
differences? A copy of the briefing book is in the
library.
Chuck Gosselink

Look forward to the exhibit of featured
Kendal artists, Max and Fran Nimeck when renovation of the hallway gallery area is completed.
Nancy Geary Pereira
SHOWCASE
The Beauty of Writing
March 10 - April 13
Calligraphy, Monograms, Samplers, Logos
and Other Depictions of Letters and
Numbers
BOOK REVIEW
All the Light We Cannot See
Author: Anthony Doerr
Reviewer: Lowell McMullin
Mon., March 16 - Wm. Penn Room - 11:00 a.m.
In Anthony Doerrr's hauntingly beautiful
new book, the lives of the major characters, Marie
-Laure LeBlanc, the blind heroine and Werner
Pfennig, a German soldier, intersect. The novel
opens in August 1944, two months after D-Day, in
the walled city of Saint-Malo to which Marie and
her father have fled from their home in Paris. The
author focuses on crucial decisions the characters make. Judging by the number of library
holds, this book is a popular reading choice of
Crosslands' residents.
Ernie Peck
SAFETY NOTICE
The Parking Lots are roadways. When you walk from
building to building, use the
walkways.
Drivers have reported that
when backing out of parking spaces, they are
not able to see pedestrians "cutting across" the
parking lots. Please be safe, not sorry.
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ENERGY CONSERVATION &
NATURE CONSERVANCY COMMITTEES

Earth Stewardship in Action:
Sustainability Initiatives at Westtown School
Speaker: Judy Asselin
Tues., March 31 - Wm. Penn Room - 7:30 p.m.

“At Westtown School, sustainability isn't
a fad or something to check off a list; it's central
to the School’s educational mission” according
to Judy Asselin, Westtown’s Sustainability Coordinator since 2007. Along with two Upper School
Environmental Club leaders she will speak about
some of the exciting projects which help to make
Westtown a leader in the green school movement, earning a national Green Ribbon School
award.
Sustainable design permeates the campus from the solar panels on the athletic center,
to the LEED Gold Science Center, to the oneacre organic student farm. Most important, students are taught to be stewards and leaders of a
better world through sustainability education at
every grade level and in every subject area. In
addition, every Westtown student plants and
harvests organic vegetables from the school’s
farm and learns from the diverse ecosystems on
the 600-acre campus.
Join us in envisioning how Crosslanders
can further enhance our earth stewardship efforts by learning from Westtown School’s recognized leadership.
Sharon Sundial

2015 Earth Week Events
April 20 – 24
This year, a slimmed-down
schedule includes special
Earth Day and Arbor Day programs plus activities with students from Westtown School
and the Day Care children.
See the April Chronicle for further details.
Sharon Sundial

CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE
THE RECYCLING BIN
Answers and Tips from
the KCC Recycling WorkGroup
What to do with batteries?

Standard, non-rechargeable batteries,
such as AA, AAA and hearing aid batteries,
can be discarded in the trash as they no longer
contain hazardous materials.
Rechargeable batteries such as those
used in home phones, shavers, and many electric toothbrushes can be taken to Staples, Radio
Shack and Sears Hardware, to name a few locations nearby.
Old cell phones can be taken to the Verizon Wireless store on Route 1 in Kennett
Square where they will be donated to HopeLine,
a program that refurbishes them for victims of
domestic abuse.
Thank you!
For more information contact Mark Swick
KCC Grounds 610-388-5506
To join the Recycling WorkGroup, call
Sharon Sundial (610) 388-1260.
TUESDAY EDITION
In This Hospitable Land
Speakers: Lynmar and Claudie Brock
Tues., March 10 - Wm. Penn Room - 10:00 a.m.
In This Hospitable Land by Lynmar Brock
has been cited by Amazon as one of the greatest
war books written. The story is real; it is about
Brock's wife, Claudie, her father, Andre Juliard
and their family during WWII. The family was Jewish and when Germany invaded Belgium, the
Netherlands and France in 1940, they fled to the
south of France where they lived for two years
until the Germans occupied Vichy. When the Gestapo ordered their arrest, the French Resistance
hid them. Upon the liberation of Brussels in 1944,
they found that 65 members of their extended
family had died at Auschwitz.
Lynmar Brock shares the story and his experiences after learning the story from his wife,
her family and the French whom they visited after
the war.
Jane Murray
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Music Therapy is Alive and Well at
Crosslands
Kris McGuckin, Activities Director
Thurs., March 12 - Wm. Penn Room - 11:00 a.m.
Music Therapy is an established and growing field in the health profession in which music is
used in a therapeutic relationship to address emotional, cognitive and social needs of individuals. It is
at least as old as the writings of Aristotle and Plato.
Evidence exists from biblical times that "… running
of water and the sounds of cymbals calmed the torment in the afflicted."
A music therapist must be trained and certified in the clinical and evidence-based use of music
interventions to accomplish individualized goals
within a therapeutic relationship. Therapists use
music improvisation, receptive music listening,
song writing, lyric discussion, music and imagery,
music performance and learning through music.
Kris McGuckin is a board certified Music
Therapist as well as a Certified Activities Director
with degrees from Immaculata and West Chester
Universities. She will present a brief overview of the
general practice of Music Therapy and how it is
used at Audland and Firbank.
Jerry Daghir

RESIDENT STATISTICS

Selma Hayman

Transfers
Crosslands 60 to Audland 511

Juliet Reed
Karl Reed
Kathy Sherman

Crosslands 232 to Firbank 604
Crosslands 232 to Firbank 605
Crosslands 413 to Crosslands 95

In Memoriam
Virginia Hummel
Naomi "Betty" Walker
Josephine Bruno

January 23
February 6
February 7

A MORSEL FROM THE
FOOD COMMITTEE
Eating fish twice a
week might prevent or delay
acquired hearing loss in
women.
Harvard researchers
studied data from The Nurses Health Study
which has been going on since 1991 and follows 65,215 women for various health issues.
The Harvard researchers found that there were
11,606 cases of hearing loss. They then found
that women who consumed fish twice per week
when compared with women who rarely ate fish
had a 20% lower risk for developing hearing
loss.
This held true for the consumption of
any type of fish: dark and light fish and shellfish. An added note from the writer of this Morsel is that this finding should apply to men also.
Source: Harvard Medicine, Winter 2015.
Joae Walker, MD
Chair, Food Advisory Committee

WELLNESS CENTER
Inquiring Minds Want to Know
Speaker: Dr. George E. Ledakis
Wed., March 4 - Kendal Aud. - 3:30 p.m.
Dr. Ledakis is a clinical neuropsychologist specializing in geriatric neuropsychology.
He is associated with Kendal~Crosslands.
His presentation will be a Q and A format with Dr. Ledakis answering questions
about dementia that have been given to him
prior to this presentation.
If you have any questions regarding dementia, please forward them to Rachael Martin,
Wellness Director at the Fitness Center. You
can reach her in the Fitness Center, by email at
rmartin@xlands.kendal.org or at (484)-2590043.
Rachael Martin
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENT

Jane Roberts
Apt. 143

Dec. 16, 2014

Jane was born in
London, England and has
lived in many interesting
places: Wales, Jamaica,
Bermuda, Nigeria, Holland and the U.S. A traveler, she has visited Hungary, Austria, Germany,
France, Scotland, Turkey,
Greece, New Zealand,
Costa Rica, Mexico, Canada, China, Bali, Thailand, Singapore, the Caribbean Islands and many U.S. states including
Alaska and Hawaii.
She received her Ph.D. from the University
of Pennsylvania and worked in the field of education specifically doing research for better schools.
Jane also taught in England and Nigeria and at
the Peabody Natural History Museum, Yale University, the University of Pennsylvania, Immaculata University and West Chester University,
When not teaching, she wrote textbooks, two
novels, an off-Broadway play, etc.
A Presbyterian, Jane coordinated women's bible studies, served as a Stephen Minister
and led a knitting group. At the West Chester
Senior Center, she helped at the Second Reading Book Store. In her spare time, she organized
charitable giving for the Calico Cutters Guild and
sang with the New Tones.
Her hobbies are many: quilting, knitting,
gardening, singing, reading and traveling. Jane
has two sons, one a musician in Boston and one
a civil engineer in Harrisburg. Welcome to Crosslands.
Bonnie Marcus
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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE COMMITTEE
Toward Understanding Life and Death:
A Quest for Meaning
Program Facilitator Tom Paxson
Wed., March 11 - Wm. Penn Room - 4:00 p.m.
In this third program on end of life matters,
we will be led in a shared consideration of experiences (direct and indirect) of the many faces of
dying and death, and what they mean for us.
“Meaning” is construed here broadly to include
cognitive, affective, behavioral, and valuation dimensions.
Tom Paxson and his wife have been Kendal-at-Longwood residents for about four years.
He is currently serving as President of the Kendal Residents Association. Tom was a Professor
of Philosophy at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville. While there, he participated in teamteaching an interdisciplinary course on Death
and Dying with faculty from several different departments. Tom has also represented Quakers in
a number of interfaith groups both nationally and
internationally.
Spring Equinox Gathering
Friday, March 20 - Wm. Penn Lounge*
4:30 p.m.
Crosslanders of ALL faiths are invited to
join neighbors to observe this time of equal day
and night balance and to welcome the coming of
spring. Bring a thought, reading, or poem to
share if you like.
*We hope to spend some of the time out of
doors.
Sharon Sundial

"Bee" an Ambassador
The next meeting of the Marketing Ambassadors will be Wednesday, March 18 at 1:30
p.m. in the William Penn Room. Come and sign up to volunteer, learn about the many different ways
you can connect with prospective residents and enjoy fellowship with your fellow residents and staff.
Should you have any questions or cannot make the meeting but would like to sign up as an Ambassador, please contact Michele Berardi, Director of Marketing and Community Outreach at 484-2591751.
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Pennsbury Townwatch
Annual Meeting
Speaker: Trooper Samantha Minucci
Wed., March 25 - George Fox Room - 7:30
p.m.

Kennett Symphony of Chester County
Voice Competition

Have you noticed the Townwatch sign as
you enter Crosslands? Would you like to learn
more about the program and how it functions?
Trooper Samantha Minucci is the State
Police liaison for Pennsbury Townwatch. She
will discuss the State Police and their interactions with the community through Townwatch.
Townwatch has been an active volunteer program since the early 1980's. Come and learn
more about the program.
Beverly Brookes

Every year, enthusiastic young people
with beautiful voices come to sing and compete
at Kendal. They love to sing to the audience of
Kendal-Crosslands residents and guests.
Sponsored by the Kennett Symphony of
Chester County, this free voice competition is
open to young people in the Delaware Valley between the ages of 18 and 26. There will
be 16 auditions starting at 1:00 PM with one audition every 15 minutes. Listeners can come
and go between or stay for as long as they like.
It is a most delightful Saturday afternoon event.
For more information call Dave Gilbert
(610)388-7039.
Dave Gilbert

Make your feet happy!
Wallach's Travelling Shoe Store will be
here!
Wed., March 4, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
William Penn Room
Selections include: SAS, Softspots, Foot
Thrills, Naot, Propet, Grasshoppers, Daniel
Green slippers, Baggolini Handbags, and
more!
Buy one pair of shoes and get $10.00 off
each additional pair. MasterCard, Visa and
Discover gladly accepted

Sat., March 28 - Kendal Aud.
1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

NEED A RIDE HOME AT NIGHT AFTER A
CONCERT, FORUM OR OTHER EVENING
EVENT?
Push the BUTTON to the right of the main
door and a bus will be dispatched to the
Center.

Photos: Mac Rayne

Did you know where this is?
It's the tacks on many of the chairs such as this
one in the Library.
Patty Chapin and Ruth Cramer recognized it.

Photo: Lowell McMullen

SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW CROSSLANDS…?

Do you know where this is?
Send your answers to
XLChronicle@verizon.net or leave it in the
Chronicle open mailbox. Please include your
name and apartment number on your entry.

10

MARCH 2015

CROSSLANDS CHRONICLE
The Crosslands and
Wherever Railroad
Second in a Series

The Hundred Year Sleep
Recently in south Delaware, state botanist William McAvoy and Ronald Wilson, a state
contractor, while making a routine inspection
discovered
a small, insignificant-appearing
plant of the Lobelia family blossoming in a rainwater pond. Botanists keeping annual records
of globally rare grass had, in July 1913, last
seen the lobelia blooming there. What fairy-tale
occurrence had awakened the lobelia from its
slumber?
Normal garden-variety seeds are viable
for only several years—seed packages are
carefully dated. In some areas of unpredictable
rainfall, parts of Hawaii for example, certain
plants appear regularly with the advent of a
good rain. When during an air raid, water was
used to put out a fire in the London Natural History Museum, a collection of seeds gathered in
China in 1793 and stored in closed drawers began to germinate. Viable lotus seeds from onetime lake beds in Manchuria have been carbon
dated as more than a thousand years old.
The small pond where the lobelia grew
lies in open sun, fed by both rain and groundwater. It normally disappears in the droughts of
late summer. In neighboring New Jersey, a
stand of the same lobelia blooms regularly on
dry pond bottoms. In October 2012, super storm
Sandy flooded the area and heavy rains continued into the following year. In the summer of
2013, the two men found the lobelia blooming in
seventeen inches of water that kept the pond
fully flooded. The depth of the water was among
the greatest it had been in the twenty-nine
years’ of their inspections, and its flooding one
of the longest in duration. A perennial, lobelia
seeds could lie dormant year after year awaiting
fulfillment of some desired conditions, they surmised. But what had caused this unusual reappearance? The only way to be certain, they concluded in a scientific paper, would be to continue annual inspections and precise record keeping. We may wait a long time for the answer.
Anne Curtin

The predecessor
of the C&WRR (formerly
called the Crosslands and Whatever Railroad)
was developed in a series of apartments occupied by Ned and Barbara Beddall. When Ned
and Barbara moved to Crosslands in 1988, the
C&WRR began to appear in roughly its present
(1999) form in the Arts and Crafts Room in the
lower level of the Center. Resident interest apparently started at a party given by Anne and
Lindsley Noble and early promoters were Betty
and Merle Mulloy.
To build the C&W, Ned Bedall did the
track layout, Don MacFarland did much of the
landscaping including buildings and features
other than the track, and Chuck Pogacar built
the table. There were some "railroading" parties
in the William Penn Room and in the dining
room. Various residents gave (leased) cars, locomotives and other pieces of equipment to the
railroad. These are described in two catalogues
on a shelf under one end of the table. To describe all of these artifacts and the reasons for
"leasing" them would require several hundred
pages. Eventually, there was a surfeit of equipment and many pieces, including about 20 cabooses were eventually put on shelves along
one side of the room.
Prior to 1996 each of the four isolated
loops had its own individual PowerPack to control a locomotive on that loop. In 1996 Bob Andrews, Ernie Stadtlander and Tim Nicholson installed a Digital Command Control (DCC) system in which each locomotive contains a decoder with a numerical address that can be contacted with a hand-held device to control the speed
and the direction of that locomotive. At the
same time the automatic block control system
and its signal lights could be disconnected.
They also discontinued the use of a diesel locomotive with a tiny TV camera which produced
an image of the track ahead of it on a TV screen
near the end of the table, since the camera had
become inoperative.
Stu Graves, Don MacFarland - 1999
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NEW IN CROSSLANDS LIBRARY
February Additions
Fiction
Austen, Jane – Lady Susan, The Watsons and
Sanditon
Belfoure, Charles – The Paris Architect
Freud, Esther – Mr. Mac and Me
Hawkins, Paula – The Girl on the Train
Higgins, Jack – Rain on the Dead
Jin, Ha – A Map of Betrayal
Kafka, Franz – The Metamorphosis and Other Stories
Krentz, Jayne Ann – Trust No One
Lane, Harriet – Her
Lewis, C.S. – The Chronicles of Narnia
Masterman, Becky – Fear the Darkness
Puertolas, Romain – The Extraordinary Journey of
the Fakir Who Got Trapped in an Ikea Wardrobe

Mystery
Beaton, M.C. – Death of a Policeman
Gerritsen, Tess – Die Again
Higashino, Keigo – Salvation of a Saint
Hoag, Tami – Cold Cold Heart
Longworth, M.L. – Death at the Chateau
Bremont
Robb, J.D. – Festive in Death
Todd, Charles – A Fine Summer’s Day
Audio Books
Burns, Ken – The Civil War (companion to PBS
series)
Chernow, Ron – Alexander Hamilton
Duncan, Dayton – Lewis & Clark: the Journey
of the Corps of Discovery

Nonfiction
Eagleman, David – Incognito: The Secret Lives of the Large Print Fiction
McCall Smith, Alexander – The Careful Use of
Brain
Compliments (An Isabel Dalhousie novel)
Foner, Eric – Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden
History of the Underground Railroad
Heinrich, Bernd – The Homing Instinct: The Story and Science of Migration
Jordan, Teresa – The Year of Living Virtuously (Weekends Off)
Kabat-Zinn, Jon – Full Catastrophe Living: Using the Wisdom of Your Body and Mind to Face Stress,
Pain and Illness (A Mindfulness Book)
Lieberman MD, Abraham – Shaking Up Parkinson Disease: Fighting Like a Tiger, Thinking Like a Fox
McMullen, Lowell – Nothing Stops the Sunshine
Quaker Books
Angell, Stephen, ed. – The Oxford Handbook of Quaker Studies
Dreby, Ed, ed. – Beyond the Growth Dilemma: Toward an Ecologically Integrated Economy
Dreby, Ed, ed. – It’s the Economy, Friend: Understanding the Growth Dilemma
VIDEO LIBRARY
New videos can be accessed when a library volunteer is on duty
The Judge (2014). Starring Robert Downey Jr. and Robert Duvall. "One of the year’s best
films." (Chicago Sun Times).
KJB (2010). The amazing tale of the birth of the King James Bible. A documentary presented by
John Rhys-Davies.
Love is Strange (2014). Starring John Lithgow and Alfred Molina. This film depicts the delicate nature of two people building a long life together. "Superb. A total triumph…" (Time Out New York).
Magic in the Moonlight (2014). Starring Colin Firth and Emma Stone. Written and directed by
Woody Allen.
Two Faces of January (2014). Starring Viggo Mortensen and Kirsten Dunst. "Deliciously dishes
out the shivery sexy suspense of a Hitchcock thriller." (Rolling Stone).
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Coming
Events
Sun., March 1. NAME TAG DAY
Mon., March 2. Crosslands Residents Association
Board Meeting. Wm. Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m.
Tues., March 3. Committee Open House. Wm.
Penn Rm. and Lounge, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Tues., March 3. Forum Committee. What does the
Supreme Court's Hobby Lobby Decision Mean for
Quakers? Speaker: Peter Goldberger. Wm. Penn
Rm., 7:30 p.m.
Wed., March 4. Wallach's Shoe Sale. Wm. Penn
Rm., 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Wed., March 4. Wellness Center. Inquiring Minds
Want to Know. Speaker: Dr. Ledakis. Kendal Aud.,
3:30 p.m.
Sat., March 7. Movie. The Black Stallion. Wm.
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.
Mon., March 9. Low Vision Support Group. Health
Center Meeting Rm., 10:00 a.m.
Tues., March 10. Tuesday Edition. In This Hospitable Land. Speakers: Lynmar and Claudie Brock. Wm.
Penn Rm., 10:00 a.m.
Tues., March 10. Music Committee. The Pyxis Piano Quartet . Wm. Penn Rm.,7:30 p.m.
Wed., March 11. Fitness Center. Board Games and
Jeopardy. Wm. Penn Rm., 1:00 p.m.
Wed. March 11. Vegetable Gardens Committee.
Spring Planning Meeting. George Fox Rm., 1:30 p.m.
Wed., March. 11. Interfaith Dialogue Committee.
Toward Understanding Life and Death: A Quest for
Meaning. Facilitator: Tom Paxson. Wm. Penn Rm.,
4:00 p.m.
Thurs., March 12. Health and Wellness Education
Committee. Music Therapy Alive and Well at Crosslands. Speaker: Kris McGuckin. Wm. Penn Rm.,
11:00 a.m.
Fri., March 13. Camera Club. March Yearnings:
Buds, Bulbs and Beautiful Beginnings. Speaker: Conrad Trumbore. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.
Sat., March 14. Light 'n Lively. The Valley Forge
Chorus. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.
Sun., March 15. NAME TAG DAY.

Sun., March 15. English Country Dancing. Sports
Room, 2:30 p.m.
Mon., March 16. Book Review. All the Light We
Cannot See. Reviewer: Lowell McMullin. Wm. Penn
Rm., 11:00 a.m.
Tues., March 17. CRA Concerns Session - Opportunity for private discussion with two CRA Board
members. Site: TBD, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Tues., March 17. KCC & WCU Partnership. Travel
Adventure Series: The Soul of India. West Chester
University Sykes Student Union Theatre, 7:00 p.m.
Tues., March 17. Forum Committee. The 3P's in My
Life: Polio, Post-Polio Syndrome and Rotary's PolioPlus. Speaker: John Nanni. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30
p.m.
Wed., March 18. Community Dialogue. Wm. Penn
Rm., 11:00 a.m.
Fri. March 20. Interfaith Dialogue Committee.
Spring Equinox Gathering. Wm. Penn Lounge, 4:30.
Fri., March 20. Sing Along with Sarah Lee. Two
and Four Legged Friends. Wm. Penn Lounge., 7:30
p.m.
Sat., March 21. Movie. The Imitation Game. Wm.
Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.
Mon., March 23. Great Decisions. Sectarianism in
the Middle East. Moderator: Chuck Gosselink.
George Fox Rm., 9:45 a.m.
Tues., March 24. Music Committee. Taggart-Grycky
Duo. Wm. Penn Rm.,7:30 p.m.
Wed., March 25. Pennsbury Townwatch Annual
Meeting. Speaker: Trooper Samantha Minucci.
George Fox Rm., 7:30p.m.
Thurs., March 26. Better Hearing Committee and
Hearing Support Group. Health Center Meeting
Rm., 4:00 p.m.
Sat., March 28. Kennett Symphony of Chester
County Voice Competition. Kendal Aud., 1:00 p.m.
Tues., March 31. Energy Conservation & Nature
Conservancy Committees. Earth Stewardship In
Action: Sustainability Initiatives at Westtown School.
Speaker: Judy Asselin. Wm. Penn Rm., 7:30 p.m.

